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PREFACE. 



THESE Volumes made their firft 
appearance fome years ago, in 
feparate publications \ when, in 
general, they were well received 
by the friends of truth and liberty, many of 
whom exprejfed their high approbation of the 
work, and greatly promoted the fale. 

That they are now republifhed is owing to 
their fear city, and to the continued demand for 
them. 

At the fame time I have tSken occajion of 
enriching the work with additional traSs, to 
render it ft ill more compleat : and I hope fhefi 
additions will be found equally infiruHive and 
entertaining to the reader. . 

But left the pur chafers of this new edition 
fhould apprehend any future publication, with 
farther improvements -, 1 here declare, that 
as this edition is. the bcft, // fhall be the laR 
from my Hands. 

A 2 Cordials 



iv PREFACE. 

Cordials Jhould net be wade too cheapo or 
too common : therefor^ let tbefe volumes be 
confecrated to the delight and entertainment of 
the difccrning few. 

^ Sic volo. 

^hefirfi end fropofed in making this col" 
leSion was to preferve from oblivion Mr. 
Gordon'j traSs^ wkoje merits as a writer^ 
will be confejfed by. all candid men, and com-- 
fetent judges. Our language is much indebted 
io him fer many excellent produ5!ions. The 
Independent Whig, Cato*j letters, the Hu- 
morift, the tranflation of Tacitus, and 
difcourfes on that author^ to which may be 
added the difcourfes on Salluft ; are noble 
monuments of his genius y and will tranfmit 
his name with honour to pojlerity. 

That the trails afcribed to him in the firft 
volume of this colleSlien (and to tkoje only have 
I put his name) were really written by him^ is 
well known tofome of his intimate friends fiill 
living. 

The two apologies for Cardinal Albcroni 
Jirji recommended him to the favour and friend" 
fhip of Mr. Trenchard, from which he reap- 
ed fuch great advantages. See his preface to 
Q^xo^s letters. 

In Mr. Collins'j catalogue {a bookjiill ex- 
tant in the libraries of the curious) thefetraSs 

are 
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are jofcribed to Mr, Gordon : and from it 
traSfyentiiled^ the charadler of an Independent 
"Whig (wbick was publijhed before the weekly 
paper under that name) he hcrrbwed fever al 
paragraphs ; as the reader will fee by compa* 
ring ihat traSi with the forty firfl number of 
the Independent Whig, vol. II. 

Moreover^ it is known to me^ that Mr. 
Gordon bimfelf had a dejign of republifhing 
thefe trail Sy and of adding them to the Inde- 
pendent Wiiig ; whichy with fuch additions 
as he intended would have made a fifth volume 
of that valuable work : but in this deftgn he 
was prevented by death. 

I only addy that if any doubt fiill remains 
concerning this matter ^ the curious reader may 
fatisfy himfelf by writing to Mr. GordonV 
yi», a learned and eminent counfellor in Ja- 
maica ; and long may he live, and flour ifh^ for 
his father^ fake ! 

lamforry that I cannot gratify the reader's 
curiojtty with the names of all other writers in 
this work. After the mofl exalt enquiry^ I 
have not been able to get any certain informa-- 
tion concerning them : and the reafon of fuch 
writers concealing their names will appear to 
every man^ who conjiders the danger of at" 
tacking prieft craft and facer dotal heraldry ^ or 
of oppoftng opinions that have wealth and po-- 
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vi PREFACE. 

iver on tlfeirftde. Few men have the courage 
tofet their names to fuch writings ^ as thereby 
they will expofe them/elves to the refentment 
and malice of bigots and wrongheads, a nu-. 
merous tribe Jlill fiourijhing in the midji of us. 
But it is of no importance to know who were' 
the writers^ a$ names can add no worth to 
writings^ nor give weight to arguments. 

I have taken no liberty to make alterations^ 
in any pajfage^ as fome fqueamifli readers 
might have wijh^dy but haze printed every 
rr^£l according to its original. 

Some notes I haveadJedi where 1 judged. 
them neceffary for the information of certain^ 
readers : andf a remarkable note will be found, 
in WhiftonV trial, for which I expeil the 
curfes of many. But Ifhall be happy if that 
note induces th$ reader to a careful perufal 
of the books there recommended ; as fuch peru- 
fal cannot fail of anfwering my dejign. If the 
reader is a Cbriftian upon miflaken principles ^ 
from thence he may take occafion to reSify his 
faithy and reduce it within primitive and 
apofiolic bounds : if he is a dilbelievcr in 
Chriftianity, at leaft he ^ will fee what great 
injujii^e hath been done the Chrillian Religion^ 
by loading it with abfurditijts and ivipcfftbili-- 

%here 



PREFACE. vii 

There are hit few religions , if any ^ that in 
length of time have not varied from their ori- 
ginal : and thiSj perhaps, is more true of 
Chriftianity than of any other religion ; the 
faith ^modern Chriftians in many articles be- 
ing no more the faith of the firfl converts^ than 
Popery is Chriftianity. 

Monftrofitics can never be objeSs of faiths 
nor what is repugnant to reafon be the revela- 
tion of God. Tranfubftantiation has the let* 
ter of fcripture to fupport it, this is my 
body 5 but eternal generation and fonlhip 
are doSlrines without all fupport from fcrip^ 
ture. 

That Jefus is the Chrift, the Mefliah, the 
fbn of God, (which are names fynonimous) 
the fcriptures teach^ and they confirm the truth 
hy miracles and prophecy. But the Son of 
God is a title of dignity and office, and the 
phrafe is abufed, when it is made tojignify a 
fon begotten before all worlds, or a fon 
exifiing from eternity : or indeed^ exijling be- 
fore his mother'' s conception. 

The man Chrift Jefus is the fon of God : 
He is that fon who waspromifed to Adam, to 
Abraham, and to David ; and in him were 
fulfilled all the pr editions of the prophets. 

He is the beloved fon, or^ as Jo hi^ fly les 
him^ the only begotten fon, that is^ the 
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fon moji highly favour ed^ mofi dearly ielcved ; 
and by whom God hath Jbewn his good will and 
grace to men. 

The man Chrift Jefus is the fon of man : 
that is J he is the moJi excellent of men^ their 
lord and chiefs to whom God hath given do- 
minion and authority over all mankind^ and 
conjiituted judge of the world. 

Who fhould be cur lord^ but one made in all 
things like unto us ? who fo fit to be ourjudge^ 
as one of the fame nature with our felves ? It 
were flrange indeed^ to fuppofe a being of a 
different nature from men^ to be made the Sa- 
vioury Icrd and judge of men ! 

Revelation accords with reafon in this mat-' 
ter ; and the afts of the Apoftles clearly 
f):ewy that the monflrcus faith of many mo- 
dern Chriftians in this article was unknown 
both to Jewifli and Gentile converts. There 
is not one word of it in all the preaching of 
the apojtles. Read the A&.Sy and believe your 
own eyes. 

After a long banifhment the truth is re^ 
turned*, and it has appeared in fuch bright - 
nefs andjtrength as to cover the followers of 
Arius with fhame and confufton. All the texts 
formerly alledged tofupport the pre-exiftence 
of Chrift, are now found to be impertinent 
and infufficient. Our lord^s humanity is 

ejta^ 




PREFACE. ix 

eftablijhed beyond all rational contradiSiion : 
multUudes have embraced the precious truth ;•. 
converts are daily, making to it ; and A - 
RiANS are aftonijhed ar.d amazed^ like owl* 
and bats at the opening of meridian beams. 

Here is warning to all men^ not toprojlrate- 
their reafon on pretence of believing divine re- 
velation^ but to examine thirgs with carey 
and to fufpeH the truth of whatever has the 
appearance ^ abfurdity : Jince it is manifefty 
that whole ages have believed in a ftrange: 
Chriftj fuch as the fcriptures know nothing ofy 
and been taught to regard that as a myftery,. 
which is a mere fable > 

All this arofefrom Chriftians negleSiing the- 
moji exprefs command of Chrijly to call no 
man father or mafler upon earth in matters 
of religion : and for fuch contempt of his au • 
tborityy God in juft judgment gave them de^ 
luding doSIorSy blind guides y men who were- 
ignorant of Chrijlianity in itsfirfi principles, 

^hofe that have ajitmed dominion and au-- 
tbority in matters offaith^ that have claimed 
a right to interpret the fcriptures^ and to im^ 
pofe their interpretations on the Chrijlian 
worlds have made a proper ufe of fuch ufurp'- 
ed authority : they have taught and propaga^ 
ted the mofl fhocking^ beaftly^ and abominable 
apimon that ev^r entered the tnind ofman^ viz,. 

A 5 that 



X PREFACE. 

fiat a Son of God, exifting from eternity^ 
imd who made all worlds, left his heavenly 
throne, became a fpeck, and lay in the 
womb of a virgin * : which in monjlrqfit^ 
exceeds all that ever poets feigned^ all that 
favages have ever believed : which feems to 
have been the utmofi fir etch of prieftly inven^ 
tion to mock and deride the reafcn of human 
kind: in fhort^ the Jockeys of Nice have^ 
far out done all facer dotal rogues from the be^ 
ginning of the world. 
' Hor is this the only thing wherein the re^ 
ligion of Chrift baih been misfgured and de^ 
faced : fcarcely one point of fait h^ as profejfed- 
and taught in any national churchy is to be 
found in the fcriptures^ but every thing is, 
diflorted and mifreprefented : to fay nothing 
of the hierarchy, prelacy, and church pow- 
er, with their appurtenances and tackle ^ all 
of them as contrary to Chriflianity as fodomy 
is to nature. 

rhe 



♦ I have no inclination t& tr«»at this-Aibjc^l ludicroufty ; hut as rh». 
honour and credit of rhe Chrijlian religion will be much affe^lcd 
by fuch a rcprefcjitation of this nnatter, I befcech all incarratJen. 
dolors ferioufly to confidcr what Dr. Lardner hath faid in his let- 
ter on the Logos, page 23, I forhtar mentiGn'wg fame tbifigs, ivh'tcb 
appear t9 me conjequencet from the Logos (in the Arian fenfe of that- 
term) being the Soul of our hUU'ed Saviour, Andy at they are not 
mentioned^ they kbkd not affect you, unless thet 
SHOULD OCCUR TO Tov* THOUGHTS, Oh ! that all do£lors 
\vere like him, or, that there nerer had been any dolors,. 
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PREFACE. xi 

The free manner wherein thefe things are 
mentioned^ will probably offend fome weak and 
good minds : but what 4hen ? muft we for 
that reafon fuffer the fcriptiires to be fervert- 
ed, and Chrijiianity to be mifreprefentedy till 
it become altogether incredible to men of better 
beads f On the contrary^ /i it not a kind of- 
fice to reifify mijiakes^ and to remove thofe 
prejudices^ thcje eftablifhed abfurdities, by 
which many are led into infidelity ^ and corn 
firmed in it ? 

Chrijiianity^ as reprefented in national 
churches^ and by moft feSis that profefs it^ is 
the great eft: infult that was ever offered to hu-> 
man reafon : ' and if dibfurdities^ contradic-^ 
tionSy and impofjibilities are made its founda- 
tion^ we have no rules by which to diftinguijlj 
it from the vileji impofiure. 

All revelation ftands upon the foot of natu* 
ral religion^ and fuppofes it, Reware then^ 
O Chriftians^ left ye father vn the fcriptures 
'doSlrines contrary to natural religion I 

Have we any rule whereby to judge of re- , 
^elation^ but reafon ? Can we judge of the 
fcriptures without reafon^ or believe without 
the exercife of our underjianding ? If the 
fcriptures teach things contrary to reafon^ and 
repugnant to all human underjianding^ muji 
they notbcrejeHed? 
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xii PREFACE. 

The negative of thefe queftions will infer 
that all religions are alike j and of tradition-- 
ary revelations we are left at full liberty to 
cbufe that^ which appears mofi beneficial ta 
human fociety^ Jince none of them can pretend 
to divine authority more than the reftj but in- 
that refpeSl are all on a level. 

^hefe reafonings can never affeSt the truth 
of Chrifiianity with men that underjiand tbe^ 
fcripiuresy but they are unanfwerable objec- 
tions to its divine authority^ when abfurd 
doSirines are fathered on the Jcriptures. 

Therefor i if we have difcovered that many 
texts of fcripture have been mifunderftood^ and 
in confequence of fuch misinterpretation^ that 
doSlrines abhorrent to reafon and altogether 
incredible have been taught as the doctrines of 
divine revelation \ is it not our duty to tell 
men foy and to publifb our difcoveries to the 
world ? Verily^ a covjiflent belief of divine 
revelationy and a reverence for the great and 
holy name of God requires this at cur hands i. 
we hereby render faith in bis word more eafy^ 
we remove the caufes of unbelief in many^ by 
fhewing that the Chriftian faith is rational^ 
* that God makes it our duty to believe mthing 
but what is adequate to human underflanding : 
whereas to fmother the truths and to hand 
down errors and abfurdities to pofterity^ bcr- 

caufe 




PREFACE. xiii 

caufe they were received in our age^ and bad 
the fandion of human antbority ; this confifis 
not with a love of God or man ;. this confirms^ 
many in itffidelity ; this were a ready way to^ 
make men think all revelation to be human im- 
pojiure. 

I hope thefe arguments will be a fufficient 
apology for the great freedom / have ufed on 
this fubjeH \ which proceeds ftmply and pure^ 
ly from a love of truths and not from a party 
fpirit^ of from, rancour and bitternefs to any 
man J or to any fet of men whatfoever. 

Iprofefs myjelf to be a real believer in the 
divine authority of the fcriptures, and I am 
moft zealous for the credit and fupport of 
Chrijlianity in the world. But at the fame 
time I declare^ and I judge it my duty as a 
Chriftian to declare^ that I cannot affent to 
the creed of Athanafius, or of Alius, or of 
the Nicean council j all which appear, to me 
to be abfurd^ and impcffible to be true^ and 
equally inconfiflent with reafon and revelation. 

And although the horrid wickedmfs and 
luxury of this age hath been one principal 
caufe of the great infidelity now prevailim^ at 
the fame time I knoWj that many have re^ 
JeSled Chriftianity on account of the abfurd 
doctrines that are taught and blended with it. 
All men do not ufe their reafon in things of 

religion \ 
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religion ; buf thofe that doy will not readily 
believe that to be divine^ which Jhocks their 
under jlandingy and ccntradiSs the firft prin^ 
ciples of natural religion. 

Men may write in defence of Chrijiianityy 
and produce arguments unanfwerable in vin^ 
dication of it^ but wljat will fuch arguments 
and laboured defences avails when a hierar- 
chy is fet up and maintained in the Chriftian 
church, in flat oppofttion to the precept and 
pattern of Chritt Jefus ? A hierarchy, the. 
race andMneage of that great fear let whore^ 
which hath corrupted the earth with her for- 
nication ! 

In like manner^ when Chrifiian doStors teach 
the people to believe and adore what they can^ 
not underftand, a trinity in unity, andthrea^ 
ten them with damnation on refufal\ can 
men that exercife their reafon^ believe this to 
be a nvelation from the God of all truth and 
grace ? , 

Doth not all nature affure us that God is 
one ? 4^id did not Chritl Jefus, that great 
prophet of God^ confirm the truthy fccying^ 
There is one God, and no more ? If the 
Chriftian world hath been led into error in 
this great and fundamental article^ are Chrif- 
tians never to be fet right ? Indignation ri^ 
fes at the thought of fuch monfirous perverr 

fiony, 
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Jion^ Juch abominable corruption of all reli- 
gion! Therefor y I fay, lei //'^ hierarchy ^^ 
demolifhed^ and the trinity be kicked out of 
doors. 

To do the former^ may be thought a hard 
workj if not impoffible : but what hath late-^ 
ly happened to /)??^ Jefuits in Portugal and 
France, is a happy omen of the like glorious 
events in this free country. And I venture 
to prophefy, that the day will fhortly come 
when their whole B^ b e l fhall be pulled down 
by the mighty hand of truth and liberty^ 

The eyes of many are opened ; almoft all 
men complain of great wafte and fuperflmty in^ 
the national church 5 they declare for a more- 
equaUdiviJidn, for a competent maintenance^ 
^without pomp and wealth •, as the latter never' 
did ferve^ never can ferve the inter efts of true 
religion : ■ ■ and what remains, will help^ 
to pay off the national debt. 

As to the Trinity ,7»^ reafonahle men agree 
in rejeSling it r and both the peculiar opinion 
of Arius, and the creed of the Nicean coun^- 
cil, are now difcovened to have no founda- 
tion in fcripture. The late learned Dr. 
Clarke,' who laboured with great honour and 
fuccefs in removing niuch religious rubbifh, and 
many abfurd doSfrines and explications of 
fcripture^ hath in this matter been found to 

have 
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have miftaken the meaning of fame texts^ inf9 
which miftake he was led by the prejudices of 
educaiiom In fhorty the Arian fcheme is 
built only on a few texts^ fucb as are equivocal^, 
and whofe meaning may be litigated j noi to 
fay on fome^ whofe authority may be difputed : 
f^hereas the humanity of Christ is 
folidly ejiallijhed by texts innmnerabk^ and 
fiands on the united evidence ofreafon and re^ 
velation. 

. ^be uvu A^iTY has been the general belief 
of rational ChriJiianSy of fuch as diftinguifhed 
themf elves by a Spirit of enquiry -, witnefs the 
ever- memorable Mr . Hales of Eton, themofl 
learned Dr. JefFery ^/Norwich, the late excel- 
lent Dr. Benjamin Hoadly, Bifhop of Winchef- 
ter ; with others that might be' mentioned : 
to fay nothing of the great eft divines in foreign 
churches, who bore their teftimony to this 
truth : and had not the late Dr. Clarke, by 
his great judgment in other things, given a 
fort ofjanRion to the Arian hypothefts, and in 
the opinion of many aim oft precluded all exami^ 
nation of the fcriptures j this great controver- 
fy had been long ago determined in favour 

of the HIJMANITY. 

^ut the brighteft and fulkft manifeftation 
of this glorious truth feems to have been re-- 
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Served by providence for the honour cf this 
age^ and as a moft powerful check to the 
growth of infidelity •, fuch evidences of the 
humanity of ChriA Jefus having been lately 
produced as many former ages were unacquaint- 
ed with. For my meaning I refer the curious 
reader to Mr Lowman'j trafts, where he 
will find the Arians beaten out of the main 
fort J which they^ had long held ; whence of 
neceffity they ari driven to give up the reft. 

Mr, Lowmdn led the way^ demolifhing the 
outworks of the enemy \ Dr. Lardner follow- 
sd^ and cleared the field. No anfwer has ap- 
peared to their writings en this fubjeSi : no an* 
(wer can be given. Dr. Chandler hath con* 
^effed^ he cannot anfwer Mr. Lowman : and 
f he cannot y who can ? 

All reajonahU men have now declared for 
'he HUMANITY ; Arianifm having no advo- 
'ates but among fuch as never exajnined the 
natter y the fons of ahfurdtty^ and the lovers of 
ontradi^ion : men whofe pride is engaged to 
lefend what they have formerly advanced and 
ifferted ; and whofe oppofition to the truth 
'eems to arife from henccj that they were not 
1 happy as to difcover it^ and who want the 
jodejly to confefs tbemf elves miftaken : injhorty 
ten to whom may be applied the well known 
')ords ^/QuiNTiLiAN., Multi ad. fapienti- 
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am pervenire potuiiTent, nifi fejam pervc* 
nifle putaffent : that is^ many might bfftit 
been wife men^ bad they not thought ihemfthii 
already fo : and I add^ men^ who care not to 
what fcorn they expofe the f acred writings^ if 
they can but fecure themfdves and their own 
notions from contempt. Miferable Jinners ! we 
pray for you. 

Perhaps the reader will think that I have 
dwelt too long on this fubjeSl^ but its great 
importance is my excufe : and^ I conclude this 
article with obfervingy that Sir Ifaac Newton 
predicted this refioration of primitive truths in 
thofe memorable words to Mr. Haynes,* the 
time will come, when the doftrine of 
the incarnation as commonly received, 
fhall be exploded as an abfurdity equal to 

tranf- 



• Hcfton Haynes, Zfj. who was author of fcveral writings well 

known to the curious : he fcrved many years in the Mint-Offci 
under Sir Jfaae Newton^ and at the time of his death had a place 
III the Exchequer. (I think he died in the year 1749.) He was the 
moil zealous unitarian I ever knew : and in a converfation with 
him on that fubjedt, he told m£ that Sir Ifaac Ncivton did not be- 
lieve oui Lord*s pre-exiftence, being a Socinian^ as we call it, in that 
article j.that Sir Ifaac much lamented Mr. Clarke's embracing 
Arianiftrit which opinion he feared h.id been, and ftill would be, if 
maintaintd by learned men, a great obftru£lion to the progrefs of 
Chriftianity. J^^ote, Ko man had fearchcd the kriptures more 
than Sir Jfaac Newton, or underftood them better : and if men 
u ill fet up names for authorities in this matter, we have the greateft 
war?- onour fide ,' 
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ifubftantiation ! thanks be to God ! we fee 
day. 

TANDEM TRIUMPHANS. 

laving cleared the ft age of abfurdities in 
hi and demolifhed our creed-mongers, 1 
fudge it necefjary to vindicate my f elf from 
fe imputation of falfhood. 
n the preface > to a former edition of this 
k I told the following ftory of Dr. Co^ 

* :^that during the time of his lording it 

• Lincoln, ke had excited and caufed mote 
ecutions in that diocefe^ for tythes and 
r eccle^aftic demands^ fban there had been 
n the reformation down to his day : and t 
•, that- 1 had received this account from a 
'leman who never told a lie. 

''he truth of this ft cry was then warmly con^ 
d by Dr. W. who having married a 
^hter of Codex thought himfelf bound to vin^ 
\te his character. But how did he disprove 
ftory? — . — by denying it^ and calling me a 
. Poor man I was a charge offuch high 
ire to be removed by a fimple denial^ when 
fal/bood of it fhould have been proved by 

authentic^ 



Dr. Codtx, a name given to Dt.Cihfan, a late B.fhop^,of 
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authentic vouchers^ the records of that dio- 
cefe ? the friends and admirers cf Dr. CodeX 
bad it in their power to know the truth of this 
Jlory by confulting thofe records ^ and they 
have (till the fame materials to confute itj if 
falfe^ and to ft ah my reputation for ever, I 
knew too well the great honour and integrity of 
the gentleman upon whofe authority T told the 
Jtory^ to be in any doubt (ibout the truth of 
it : and I am willing that afiriSl fearch h^ 
made into the fa£l alledged^ by examining th^ 
books in the public office of that diocefe : year 
farther ; to give Dr. W. all poffible ad- 
vantage in this mattery at the foot of the 
page * he will fee a name net unknown to him^ 
whofe wearer is capable of determining this 
difputein a moment. 

. During the time of thefe profefutions the 
bi/hop was compiling his bcok^ his body of ec- 
clefiaftical law, arJ then great was the cry of 
oppreffion in divers parts of the nation ; the mcft 
expenfive and vexatious methods were perfued^ 
imprifonment or fequeftration followed for the 
fmalleft matter s^ and new demands were ftill 
made ; the quakers were trampled underfoot 
oi tnire^ and the church rode triumphant 
ever alljuftice mtd humanity , Such infatiable 

avarice^ 

• The Reverend IViUi&n T^ndkhury^ Rcftor of Burythor^y 
in the county of 2V^. 
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icruarict^ fu<h mercilefs cruelly reigned in the 
heart of Gibfon J ! 

jis an aggravation of fucb unholy ^ fuch 
Tingodfyj fucb damnable and diabolical doings^ 
Mhey were pretended to be for fupporting the 
church <7/Chrift ! IVitb equal juftice might 
-wrobberies and cut-throats fretend to be bis mi" 
mifters and ambaffadors ! 

Ifhould be partial^ if InegleSed this occa*^ 
^on of obfervingj that the proud^ f^i^fily^ 
domineering fpirit was not peculiar to Gibfon: 
more modern times can fhew a prelate^ wbofe 
beadfeems intoxicated with notions offacerdotal 
jpower^ and bis beart full fraught with a fpirit 
of perfecution. A late Bifhop of Oxford gave 
this advice to bis clergy^ not to renounce 
thofe powers which the gofpd had given 
them : and not to recede from any of 
thofe privileges derived from human au- 
thority. The Prelate I mean has for 
many years been a great fupporter of 
churchman/hip and orthodoxy : whom the 
^ff^ ^f ^ golden prebend at .Durham, 
with commendams^ and the more diftant 
frofpeSi of mitresy thrones^ and domina- 

tionSy 

X To know Bidiop Gibfon & true chara£ler, I refer the reader 
to Mr. Wbifitm^t Memoirs of bis own Lifi, the £rft edition, with" 
cut the cafirathtu, • 
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•iions^ firfi reconciled to myjieries, and €i 
Jiafikal riddles^ to trip erf onality and h 
fiatical union ; yea^ to the whole mafs of 
furdittes^ he had formerly ridiculed and 
fpifed : wbofe converfion to Chriftianity 
fo fudden and quick^ that fome of his fri 
pretended it was miraculous and extrao 
nary \ that he wds called by a ftngular 
jsf grace ; but whether by a perfpnal app 
ance of Jefus, (which fome of our Me 
-diftsfpeak of) or by fome powerful iinj 
fion on his mind^ they did not tell the wo 
For my part^ I believe his call was J 
^ing the rich robes at Durham *, a 
hath always manifefted a great love of p 
4md Jiate. But one thing is certain, i 
his fubfequent life and labours have been 
pf zeal for the church. Heap happy j 
for our church, that wealth and honour 
tacked to its creeds ! what ajirong fupp^ 
what numerous advocates^ what huge 
lumes^ bath this fortunate circumjtance j 
duced ! IVere neafon and truth the way 
worldly dignity and honour, what would 



• The Robes of the prebendariet at Durham are fupcrb anc 
beyond any thing to be feen in. popiflt countries. There is i 
Ing of a Sc9ts gentlefiMin on feeing thofe iine dreHes, th: 
iwbcrt if Babylon tomtit fnm tbehct in a great hurry, for that ft. 
left a/i her trumpery behind htr. 



PREFACE. ijcxiii 

^2e of our creeds ? I fear that neither the 
'^</ of Athanafius, nor of Arius, nor of 
' Nicean cauncil^ would have any advo^ 
^^j : and as for myftcrics, there would 
^ be one left. Verily^ the church would 
yiript of all her ornaments ! 
J^ui let us briefly examine the contents of 
^ J^&^ ^'y/V^ to the clergy* T'hey muji not 
trounce thofc powers which the Gofpel 
^th given them ! / folemnly declare^ that ' 

the fcriptures I can find no power ^ nor au' 
^ority given to any men^ except the apojiles^ 
^ho had fpecial gifts to confirm and atteft 
'^eir miffionfrom Jefus : and therefor I con- 
^udej that all commijjions to preach the Gof 
e/, to teach authoritatively ^ and to baptize 
he nations^ terminated in them. Have we 
ny word of God but what they publifhed to 
be world J and left in their writings ? Pri^ 

bee^ then^ < — , teach 

ot the clergy to affume the title of ambaffa- 
ours or minifters of Jefus ; Jince all fucb 
itles and pretenfions to fucceffton and author- 
ity are mere mimicry ^ and will expofe thee 
\nd thy clergy to contempt. 

But the worft is ftill behind Recede 

lot from any of thofe privileges derived 
From human authority. What ! mufi they, 
maintain their privileges^ whether ufeful or 

hurtful 
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hurtful to Society ? Legal privileges will 
hardly fatisfy a wife and good many but be 
will confider the natural juflice and equity of 
them^ and their conftftency with other merCs 
rights and .privileges. If out of the abun- 
dance of the heart the mouth fpeaketh^ 
what lut a corrupt^ covetous^ proud heart 
could dilate fuch advice as this ? How fad a 
thing is ity that fuch poifon fhould come from 
the tongue and pen of a Chriftian ? How 
ought we to rend our garments at hearing cf 
fuch advice ? The fpirit of Chriftianity is 
wholly unknown to fuch men : they are 
wolves in fheeps cloathing^ the miniflers of 
antichrift, who under the colour and pretence 
of religion^ are driving on a trade Jor this 
worlds and making the gofpel an engine for 
profit and pride and ambition. Maintain all 
your privileges, quoth he^ whether hcneflly 
got, or knavi/hly come by ! Are ihefe then 
the fruits of your liberal education^ of y cur 
learning, and your fiudies, to defend any thing 
right or wrong ? How can opprefjive privi:-- 
leges, and wicked laws be abolifhed, when 
fuch menfiudy to maintain and fupport them ? 
Are thefe the men, whdfe frcfeffion ard bu- 
Jinefs it is to lead others to pence and; holi^ 
nefs \ to teach humility and vieeknefs; 'and 
to be patterns of all goodnefs S ■ How tdreu 

ccncHe 
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mcikfucb advice to the gofpel ofChrx^and 
^e great defign of bis religion^ is out of my 
'^er. Indeed^ fucb men may believe in 
-hrift, and tbey mof keep fo many of bis 
^mmandments as are necejfary to cover tbeir 
yp^crijy ; but it is manifeft tbat tbe world 
^d tbe devil are in tbeir hearts. 

Sucb advice was only becoming a man^ 
>bo told tbe clergy in bis firfl vijitation- 
harge at Canterbury, tbat be would make 
>r. Potter bis pattern ! Dr. Herring, // 
?«wj, was too good a Chrijlian^ to be imita-^ 
»^ iy . / love a 

tan tbat is frank and open^ tbat tells us 
lainly what be dejigns to do^ and wbofe Ufe 
nd actions are conjtftent with bis verbal de^* 
^aratiom. Dr. Potter, // is well known^ 
ms a violent enemy to all free enquirers, 
nd in the~ Bangorian controverfy joined 
nape. Trap, and other high- church wolves 
r Jbake and worry bifhop Hoadly, tbat 
r£at free enquirer ! Where then was tbe 

wnder^ that ' ■■ ■ ■, fiould^ 

? foaming /^ courts and follicit a profecu- 
on of a late free enquirer*, as this was aSl- 

b ing 

• Ftter Anetf author of i weekly paper entitled the Free Enqui- 
Y^ who was lately profecuted in the Ktn^i Bench, and fentenced 

fuflfer one month^s im^^rifonment in Newgate, to ftand twice in 
te pillory J and to be kept to hard labour tor one year in Bride* 

nve/l. 
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ing in charaSer^ in imitation of his pattern ? 
Fromfucb a man it were folly to expeS the 
meeknefs /ind gent lenefs of Chrift Jtius^ thofe 
virtues not tomporting with hts profeffed refo- 
lution to refemble Dr. Potter ! 

But this aH of wiilencey this outrage again/) 
all humanity ♦ * ,* ♦ 






voelh The poor man is near 7^ years of age, and, without 
charitable contributions he muft penfli under his fentcnce. 

To what ^umfhmtnt perjecuting prelates ihall hereafter be con- 
demned, I pretend not to fay : the righteous Judge of the whole 
earth will do right : but, perhaps, bard laboHr, and to work in 
hell, like Milt on" % devils, may be their doom. 
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RICHARD BARON. 

kbeath^ May ly, 1763. 

. 5, The nextfervice in this glorious caufs 
be a republication of thtplhn of prieft- 
: and orthodoxy fhaken, in three volumes^ 
' large additions. 

Ex pede Hercules. 
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I Pojagt tr two in thn lltlU effaj 

having bttn HahU U ixttftiens^ 

' without my fir (fuing it, lamvt' 

ready li explain them. By 

the ' Jewifli pKlwider, « fn«ni 

Abfolom ; and what is /aid abeut the bible, is Ji 
far frtm any fatyr on that facrtd hotky that it it 
manife/lljy and tnly, one tipan them wh» aakt hut 
little or tuu/e tfit. 

Ai to the cbaraflcrs and infcriptioiu at the 
tadt Iftiil thini them fe }ufi, that I am not Uke, 
to repent of them ; which may ferve ta Jhewnn* at 
much a friend to well grounded panegyric, at I 
ever Jhall be a fie to all falfe colouring. There it 
no fuch thing as praife and bleme, where they art 
not applied ; etnd, as I take upon me to expoft tht 
«W) / think 1 need ajk no pardanfor attemptit^ t» . 
prailifethi other. 



A 

DEDICATION 

T O A 

Great Man, 

Concerning 

Dedications, ^c. 

My Lord, 

i O U R lordfiiip and t are not at 

\ all acquainted, I therefore take 

I leave to be very /amiliar with 

I you, and todc^reyou to be my 

patron, becaufe you do not know 

mCy nor I you : nor can this manner of addrels 

feem flrange to your lordfhip, whilfl it is war- 

B a ranted 
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■ 

iranted by fuch numerous precedents. I havc^ 
known an author praife an earl for twenty pages'^ 
together, though he knew nothing of him, but 
that he had money to fpare. He made him wHe,- 
juft, and religious, for no reafen in the world^ 
but in hopes to find hiqa charitable \ and gave 
him a mofi bountiful heart, becaufe he himfelf 
had » moft enapt^ flomach. Thi^ pradice t>ei|ig 
general, it is it very eafy matter to guefs, by tife 
fize of the panegyric, how wealthy the patron 
may be, or how hungry the author ; if it exceeds 
three pages, you may pawn al! the blood in your 
body upon it, ^t, writer has fafled three days \ 
and that his lordfhip, among all bis other good 
parts, has at lea ft ten thoufand pounds a year. 

From all this we may learn, that a great 
snan's fortune is as eafily known from a dedi* 
cation to him, as from the rent-roll of his 
eftate ; and that his bounty to the author, is 
only wages for publifbing his wealth to the 
world* 

It is likewife evident, that no lord of a low 
fortune muft expe£t an humble admirer among 
lis wits and writers, unlefs he bargain with us 
^ a fet price, and give us fo much a piece for 
every good quality he has occafion for. ^ 

We muft not therefore judge of the high and 
vnghty^ as they are defcribed in the frontifpiece 
(tf books and poems. Your dedicators are a 

fort 
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■ort of inteile£iual taylors^ that cut out cloaths 
<or a great man's mind without ever taking 
'^cafurc of it. They have, indeed, two- rules 
'^om which they never depart : firft, the drefs 
**^Uft be gaudy \ and, fecondly, it muft never 
•fi^* Their bufincfa is to make it of a vaft di- 
^enfion, and to cover it all over with tin/el* 
^^ the fuit be bulky and (hining, the poet has 
^»^e reputation of a (kilful trade/man ; for the 
*^«yf aiid the exaSfnefs^rt never confulted, 

I would, upon this occafioi), congratulate the 
^ <]Qa]ity upon the advantage which it is to them, 
to have their charadicrs drawn by fuch as ei- 
ther do not, or dare not, know them ; and con- 
fequently will be fure not to put their graces, 
and lordfhips, and ladyfhips, out of counte* 
nance ■ > ■ - A convenient piece of good brccd- 
iflg I for which, I hope, they are thankful. 

For myfelf, when I fee a long drift of ex- 
cellencies and talents crammed down a nobler 
man's throat, who has no relifli of them, or 
right to them, I am not at all furprizedj becaufe 
I am fure it is not meant as an encomium: upon 
his honour, but meerly as a declaration of the 
author*s wants, and a heavy complaint of naked- 
nefs and hunger. 

Some may reckon a dependance on a great 
man the beft reafoa and foundation- for ^^0^- 
cating to him > but I am not of their opinion^ 

B 3 For 
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For my part, I have no manner of dependaocr 
on any Jlar and garter in Great^Britainj as any 
one may obferve from the chearfulnefii of niy 
looks and the integrity of my life : I owttr 
that fetting up for a writer, I judged it conve-^ 
nient to me and my book, to call in your lonl- 
ihip for an af&flant, but no farther than juft t$ 
fet off and honour my title-page. I at firft^ 
-indeed, intended to let the whole credit of the 
thing remain with you, by entitling my pam* 
phlet, Jn EJfay of a Man of polity i but my 
bookfeller, who is a fmoaky fellow, and' uiw 
derfiands the pulfe of the people perfe^y wdl^ 
fell into a great rage, and alked me for the Etc 
ihillings again, which he had advanced to mtt 
by way of encouragement, a week before* He 
told me, he had neither pleafure nor profit in 
felling wajle papir to the grocers at two j^ncf; 
a pound« Why, fays he, the famous Daffy 
might as rationally have writ aquafortis upon 
his elixir : Jn Effay of a Man of ^ality / if I 
were to chain the b^ok to my compter, it would 
not make it a mors everlafting (hopkeeper than 
this very title : it is as bad as a fpell ; and the 
010ft adventurous reader will not prefume to 
open the book that is fortified with it» — — No^ 
00^ if you muft have the front of your book 
cmbelliflxed with fomcthing of titU^ you may 

caU 
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•all It, A Letter to a Great Man : fince you da 
iiot name him, People will naturally imagine 
there is fomething m it exceeding faucy and fa- 
tyrical ; and that very thought will make your 

pamphlet popular,-^ 1 have followed his ad- 

irice, and am the other five (hillings the richer 
for it* 

Biitj ^s 1 was telling your Jordfliip, reliance 
6n a great man is not a good reafon for dedi" 
iotiffg to him 5 for either he will receive the 
prefent of your praife as a juft tribute for fuch 
your depcndance, (and then where is your pay, 
Sind the due hire of your fweat and invention ?) 
tt elfe ht will reward you with a fort of coin 
cilled promifesy (lamped with his honour, but 
never current amohgft ihopkeepers and vidua* 
allers. Al^s ? whp will give you an ell of 
cloth or a cut of beef upon it ? it is^a lament- 
able thing the world fhould be • arrived to fuch 
a pitch of ill* breeding, that now«a-daysa great 
man's wor^ and honour are as little mmded by ' 
the reft of the world, as by himfelf. 

And fo I will proceed to ailerty that the on- 
ly proper patron for s^ author to infcribe his 
works to, is one to whom he is an utter ftran-* 
ger, who having had no manner of commerce 
with the aforefaid author, can underftand his 
dedication to be nothing elfe but an elegant de- 
mand for fuch a fum of ready money. Dedica- 

B 4 tiona 
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tions are therefore bills of exchange^ dr^wrx ^} 
the witty upon the great, and payable at (ig;H^» 
Biit, left the worthy offering Ihould not be ui*^ 
derftood, or recompenfed as it ought to be, through 
Che deplorable ignorance of the quality, whofc 
high charadlers place them far above the. reach 
of knowledge and the impulfes of humanity^ ^ 
have> for the benefit of my worthy companions 
ip the labours of the ftandilh, drawn up tl^^ 
following form, with which I would have ^ 
dedications to conclude. 

• 

To the Right Honourable Dives Earl of Widefie/^» 

Debtor to Paul Poorwit, /or the following go^^ 
fold and delivered^ U s.' ^\ 

Imprimisy For a large flock of learn - 7 

ing, very much wanted ■ i 2 lo ^ 

Item^ For a barrel of rare eloquence,^ 

admired by alt the world, biit S05 06 oO 

never yet ufed — ' J 

Iteniy For as much juftice and honour 7 ^ 

as a great man has occafion for, 3 '^ 

Item^ For a hogfbead of courage. that 7 

never faw the fun, i '^ ^^^ 

Item^ For half a pound of wit aftd hu- -j 

mour, being all I had to fpare, ( 

but very good in their kind, and f ^' ^ ^ 

dog cheap, -— J 

Itentf 
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^*«r, For a long line of lineage^ a^id 

great quantities of ancient blood, . 

neither of them meafured, but on ^^^ ^^ ^ 

ly guefled at, ' — 

^5f^«r Forpraifingyouranceftors«un-4 . .^ ^^ 
■•'•*" ^ 01 10 00 




known. 



1 



-fiemy For admiring your lady's beauty 7^ 

unfight, unfeen, J^^ »^ ^^ 

-/jT/m, For a graceful perfon, all of my 1 

own making, J 02 lo oo 

Jtem^ For feveral thimble-fulls of ge 7 

neroffty^ a fcarcc commodity ! \^^ ^^ ^5 

Sum Total ±Z 03 6^ 
My Lordy 

* T Have fent you the abovementioned goods, 

* * being the beft my garret affords, and at the 

* loweft price, I hope they will pleafe you, 

* You win find in the cargo feveral things 

* I have not iunfdy viz. A large parcel of vir- 

* tucj and another of good-nature 1 becaufe I 

* knew yoa wanted them as much as any of the 
< reft,—— Thefe two articles will raife the 

* whole to at leaH; even thirty pounds ; and I 

* have drawn a bill upon your lor^libip accord- 
^ ingly, which I beg your lordfhip to pay at 
^ fight ; for, I affure you, I have had prdlEng 
f occafion for the money long before it was due, 

B 5 « I might 
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* I might have found chapmen for thefe goo^f^ 

* among very many of the nobility and gcntryf 
^ as unprovided with them as yourfelf ; but out 

* of pure |-c/pc£l to your lordfhip, I rcfolir cd 

* you fliould have the rcfufal Xvitx^ 

* Cxpe£lation of your approaching bounty, 

4^ Lord, 

Tour lordjhifs moft obligeif^, 
Moji devoted^ 

Moft ohidient^ 
Mojiy &c. 
In this plain manner would I have a'^-*^ 
thors treat their patrons. The faid thir'^J'^ 
pounds may probably be all the poet'i fiod^-^ 
and wits, dealing the leaft upon credit, ^^^ 
ther in felling or buying, of any tra£ng pe^^ 
fie in the world, have the more occaflon ^ot 
ready money. 

Your lordfliip may by this perceive, how E 
exped to be treated and rewarded for the fol-^ 
lowing panegyric on yourfelf. 

In attempting your chara£^er, (to ufe the fa« 
ihionable phrafe) I fhall begin with the anti- 
quity of your houfe, equally old and illuflri**^ 
ous. Your anceftors won honours, and you^ 
xny lord, wear them ; how well they become' 
you, I need not fay, the fame being as evident 

to 
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^ the whole worM as to me. You woulcl« no 
J*^ubt, acquire new ones, were there any room 
^it for them ; but what occafion have you ta 
^1 and ftruggle for that which is already pro* 
^^ded for you by others ? and it is a plain in- 
ftaaceof your confimunate prudence, that your 
^afe is hy no means interrupted by any the leaft 
{>ttf f«iit of this kind. If any dare infolently calt 
i« qtieilion your glory, fbew them your coat 
of arn)9, and the number of your manors i 
firike th^m dumb, by telling them of the nobi- 
lity of your blood, and bKod,. by (hewing them 
t.hc fpkndor of your race* 

Nobilicy is held by patent, and where is the 

flieceffity of another tenor by virtue? a piece 

«f parchment is a much more portable inftru- 

mctit* Your lordihip feems apprized of the dif-' 

£culty of excelling in any thing, and therefore 

wifely forbears drudging for fame. Your an- 

-ceftofs excelled for you : they, by having many^ 

accom[Ji{hment8, have faved you the trouble 

ef having any. The luftre of their names 

bines ftill upon you,though exceedingly weakened 

by t^e length of the journey, having fpent 

many of its rays in its pailage through three or 

four gienerations who wanted its influence as 

much as yourfelf. Thus, if we trace the merit 

of a great family, it is like the courfe of a river 

iamtedji largeft towards the fountain* 

B 6 Should 
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Should any one make an ill-bred comptrtfoii 
(which God forbid) betwixt your lordlhip and 
the founders of your houfe, you could (hew 
him, or I for you, that you poflefs feveral arts 
and acquirements, which the old fafliioned ftK 
lows, with all their abilities and long t>eard8'^ 
were utter ftrangers to. If one of your -fore- 
fathers was a great orator, and cotild do won* 
•ders with his mouth, your lordfhip is as dex* 
trous in the exercife of the organ next to \t^ 
and can take fnufF with great volubility of 
tioftriL What though another of your grandfires 
was an able politician, a perfon of great cuir* 
ning and brains ? the outfide of his head was 
not half fo well tnftru£led as your own : yott 
have more curls in the covering of yours, than 
he had wiles in the lining of his : his was 
equipped by. painful fludy, yours is ediiSed by 
your painful barben A third was a brave foK 
dier, but were he put to handle your cane or 
your fnuflF'box, he would be at as great a lofs^ 
as you, my lord, would be to handle his trun-^ 
cheon, A fourth fat up at nights, and lived by 
)iis clients ; but your lordihip, more happy 
and lefs learned, lies a bed all day, and lives 
by your teQi(nts. AH. tbefe laboured for your 
grandeur and fupport, forefeeing, as one would 
imagine, that you would have need of their 

aid. 



s 
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^* And it cannot be denied, that it is pcf- 

«o»fe one may be fo gnat a man as to be £ood 

J^^ little. VVifdom and worth, we fee, cannot 

^ entailed like titles and acres. It were, in- 

^ed, to- be wifhed, that a wife head and an 

^Oneft heart could beget their likenefs, and 

^Hat famous men could tranfmit their parts 

^^th their titles to their pofterity ; but (ince 

^^at cannot be, their' defcendants muft comfort 

^^mfelves with being a-kin to mcrit> though ever 

<) remotely. 

Nothing is more frequent and natural, than 

value ourfelves upon that whtcb, is none of 

ours. Of this I have, in my time, feen feve- 

ral merry infiances. I knew a threiher in 

Wiltjhirej who was fo elevated upon hisbr<v 

therms being made a parfon, and promoted to a 

curacy of twenty pounds a year, that he 

threw away his flail, as a difcredit to one 

who was nearly related to fo great a man, 

and betook himfelf to poaching in the river, 

as a more gentleman-like way of life. It was 

obferved of him, that ever afterwards he Tolled 

his ftockings, whereas he had before always 

humbly butto;ied his breeches over them. It is 

faid, he threatens to leave the village where he 

was born, becaufe the ill-bred inhabitants ftill 

continue to ftile him no higher than bare Gaffer 
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Thump J as they ufed to do, notwitbftanding tbat 
bis brother is a curate : but it is thought this 
high'fpirited perfon will be difappointed, for 
that no parifh will receive him without t 
certificate. I would, out of the benigoicy of 
my nature^ comfort all great men^ who btve 
noble blood but Tulgar underAandinga, with 
ihe repartee of a wejl country blackfmitb, wbo,. 
in a difpute with a barber that called bim an- 
ignorant fellow, anfwered,. with equal fcorfi». 
that though he could neither read nor write^ hisfg^ 
iher had been game -keeper' 1 9 the lord of a ma-- 
nor* The ,barbcr» who was but the km of a 
barber, finding himfeif out-matched in family^ 
very reijpedfully gave up the difpute to his 
betters. 

It is fcaice to be perceived how diffufive and 
snultiplyinjg a little good blood is ; the iiv 
creafe of the blefled virgin^s milk, by the mar- 
gic and management of popift) monks, is not 
more miraculous. How many thoufands find 
themfelves enriched by it, or rather impove- 
riihed \ for notliing is more apt to turn the brain ^ 
and it is often got into xh/t head, when there is 
liot half a drop of it in the arteries. 

We may obferve, by the way, that we are 
ever neareft related to the greateft man of our 
blood) though removed fevcn generations from 

him^ 
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bun. If our great grandfather, for inftance* 
was a Wife 'man, and oor grandfather and father 
^ brace of fools, we (kip the two lafl-, and be* 
come, after a wonderful manner, the immediate 
defcendants of the firft. Thus a man becomei 
the very next in Uood to, perhaps, the firft 
of bis name, who lived 300 years ago, and 
feonu to be in the teafl a kin to the peribn that 
begot him :: Yoa Audi not meet with a Jew who. 
is the fon of his fatheg ■ No, he is the 

Ion of Abraham^ who has been dead fo many- 
thoufand years, and yet is fiill forced to father 
a fwarthy race of brokers and^ beggars. Ia^ 
Ae fame manner has kmg Cadwalkder begot 
every mother's fon that has been born in. 
lFaU$ for five hundred generations. I know a. 
lady, who is far gone in genealogy and pride» 
whofe father had, with a great title and d^ 
tate, a great faculty likewife of drivelling ;. 
him (he never mentions, as beings I fuppofe, 
no ways related to him ; but a great mail of; 
her name, who liv'd in the reign of William: 
RufuSy 13 her good and right well-beloved krn(^ 
man He was, I take it, either her uncle^. 

or, at fartheft, her coufin-german. 

This picking and culling of our anceflors^ 
(as if it lay at our mercy, after we are brought 
iato the worlds who fhould bring us thither) 

ibew» 
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(hews great ambition, but fmall policjr. F 
certainly, we (hould be exceeding careful nc9t 
to mention ourfelves with fuch of our anct/^ 
tors with whom we cannot ftand a compari'- 
fon. A dwarf may ftrut upon the fhouldcrs 
of a giant, but ftill his 'dwarfihtp is the mortf 
confpicuous from the company. he keeps; and 
many a mati climbs only to ihew his elevated 

littleoefs. This is all wrong -TTicythat 

would appear tall, ought to converfc only widi 
the fhort, if they would take a natural method 
of coming at the fcope of their ambition. I 
therefore approve the prudence and policy of 
our worfliipful country efquires and fox-hunt' 
ers, who, for the fake of having daily com* 
paiitons, at leaft fomething below themfelvcs 
in fpeech and underftanding, fpend all their 
time with dumb creatures, and live and die 
among horfes and dogs. An honeft gentleman, 
whofe fpeaking organs would be of no ufe to 
him in the fenate or in converfation, (hall be 
very eloquent in an aflembly of hounds, and, 
with great force and fluency of throat, out do 
bis brother-orators in their own way. TTie 
wifdom of thefe worthies, who are educated m 
the kennel, goes farther yet ; for every man 
chufes for his tutor that beagle whofe voice 

he 
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*^ ^^ moft capable of imitating : infomuchr 
^^t as foon as I hear one of thofe academict 
"^fein hb exercife, that is, to open, I can pre* 
^tly pronounce whofe pupil he has been, 
Whether bred under DoSor ynvkr^ or DoAOf 
^^ietlips. At preient Do£lor Ringwood is more 
^mous than all the reft, for the number of 
*^hoIars he has trained up ; I know feveral of 
^liem m)rfelf, and particularly a hopeful young 
gentleman, the eldeft fon of a baronet, who- 
's a great . proficient in this kind of throat-* 
learning. • It is believed he is. now fit to 

bead the pack himfelf, in the abftnce of his 
faid mafter, the poUte Doctor Ringw$$4» . When 
this ingenious 3^ung heir difplays bis wind- 
pipe, his mother's h^art beats for joy, and the 
old knight tells the company, with a. wink 
and a nod, Hcrry is father* s own- fgrL'^'-'^^o^ 
thus far all is well , when .ambition goes hand 
in hand with capacity* But, Sir John^ not 
content with thefe excellencies in himfelf and 
bis fon, will be ever and anon mentioning the 
virtues and talents of his anceftors, who were, 
indeed, great men : however, the koight never 
concludes without indnuating his own praife, 
and that of his heir, by afTerting, that not 
one of his forefathers could compafs a bumper^ 
or fill a hunting-horn* 

Having 



18 A CoRDiAi for Low ?i>iRrir«. 

Having thus my lord, done juftice to yovf 
pedigree, I (ball proceed next to the confidera* 
tion of your fortune. 

The founders of families are generally pro* 
vident enough to fupport the titles they leaved 
behind them with fuitable eftates, which is ft 
moft commendable care ! for, alas f as the world 
runs, what is blood without riches ? money 
and land are the ytxj touchftones of quality. 
Antiquity may be over-looked, but acres are 
vififU honours^ Nothing is more illuftrious than 
a long rent-roll ; without it the moft found<« 
ing and fplendid patent has no power over the 
hearts or hats of an aflembty. It is confeiIed»* 
neither family nor riches make the leaft al- 
teration in the human frame. An earldom 
cannot c«re a ftinking breathy nor make the 
Ibull fcatf an inch thinner ; and a great manr 
©ay he a dwarf or a fcoundrel, with half a 
million of money^ or half a country in hid 
po(Ie(Iion« Alexander the Great had a wry 
neck, (perhaps with carrying the globe upoii 
his back) of which the propriety of the world 
could not ctire him. ' But I am only talking of 
reputedy and not rehl^ greatnefs, and cannot but 
congratulate your lordfhip upon the real kind^ 
fiefs which is done ycu^ in particular, by thia 
diftindion^ 

Yo% 
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^^u, my lord, have a double right to re-* 

T*^* from your title, and * from your' afflu- 

•■^* The latter is indeed the lefs worthy ; 

•"■^^ yet, fuch is the bigotry of the world to 

^5iith, that were it not for that^ the former 

^OuM hardly be regarded. Nay, to deal ingc- 

nuoufly with your lordfliip, had I not known 

you to be rich, ^ I fhould, perhaps, never have 

inowq you to be noble ; and then your lord- 

ftip and I ftould never have been patron and 

client, nor mankind been inftruSed in your 

charader. I would not therefore, for lefs than 

^^^irty pdunds^ that your lordfhip fhould have 

wanted this opportunity^ of obliging pofterity 

and myfelfr Q> op,, my lord^ in the paths of 

honour, that is, in (he art of getting ; and con« 

tinue to be deferving, that Is, to be rich. 

Ffom your lordflxip's wealth it is. natusal 
enough to make a tranfition to your lord-* 
fiiip's wit \ flnce, according to the laudable 
Civility of the world, the man who has fuffi- 
ciency of bags is fure to be endowed with 
fufficiency of brain. It is very obfervable that 
though wit has feldom or never the fenfe to 
fall into the road of gain, and therefore your 
witty men. are the foolilheft fellows in the 
world, that is to fay, the pooreft ; yet riches,^ 
on the contrary, never fail to dubb a fool a. 
wife man ; and a dunce, no fooner ceafes to be 
poor, but he is tranfmuted into a Jhrewd cunning. 
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fellow. The rcafon pi this iriuft be that ifre 

.wit of a poor man, lying only in the iniide cf 

his head, is altogether invifible and unregard* 

ed ; whereas the wit and parts of the weal* 

thy being entirely without the fcull, and con- 

.fifting of afTets and efFe<Sts, are honoured be- 

-caufe they are obvious. A man, wbo has wit 

in cheflfuls, and a genius that confifts of feve* 

ral manors, will never want the praifes which 

are due to fuch uncommon talents. I could 

mention many worthy citizens who have vaft 

capacities at fea, and are wonderfully witty 

in warehoufes, and moft ingenious in bank-* 

ilock, befides others whofe abilities are as con* 

ipicuous in the Exchequer. 

I cannot but lament, bn this occadon, with 
a feeling concern, the invincible obftaclcv 
which hinder that unhappy wit, which is racer- 
\y internal, from rifing mto notice and re* 
nutation. Alas ! (ahftt invidia verbo) there is 
no wit at all in being hungry, and where is the 
jeft of having but one fliirt ? a wig without 
buckle is but dull entertainment, and a thread* 
^are coat has no manner of force upon the 
mufcles. I can fpeak it from experience, there 
is no joke in an empty purfe. I had therefore 
no expedient left to procure me a little wit, 
but the letting out my parts to hire, as I now 

da 
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fc to your iorcMhip. Thirty pounds^ my lord, 

iwgally manage<f> will make me a wife man 

fcf three months together. Your lordfhip, 

^ko hath talents of a vaft extent, for feveral 

wiles round you, and vaft parts in cafli and 

l^^nk bills, has not only a fufEcient bulk of 

Penetration and wifdom to ferve you for life, 

l^t will doijbtlefs tranfmit the fame fubftan-' 

tfaJ accomplifliments undin^iniflied to your pof- 

t^rity. My lord Clarendon tells us, that 

Oliver CromwelPs abilities feemed to raife in 

proportion to his advancement in power : and 

your lord(hip*s wit and fenfe that are now fo 

bulky, andoffuC'h hi ighty circumference, would 

certainly have been invifible to the buzzard 

world, to this hour, had not your fortune lifted 

them and you into obfervation. 

I do iTot fay all this to prove^ to your lord- 
(bip, that your lordifhip has a great deal of 
wit ; it is the laft thing you want to be con- 
vinced of.— But it is my ambition to get 

myfclf a little wit and wifJom with your 
money, and it is but reafonable I fhould do 
fomething for it. I owe my landlady for a 
quarter's lodging, and my laundrefs for a 
month's wafhing ; they are the two firft whom 
I intend to fatisfy that I am a fenfiMe man : 
for I already find, by their four looks, they 
begin to queftion my parts. My fhoe-maker 

too« 
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too^ and feveral other tradefmen, want fadly f» 
handle fome proofs and inftances of my wit and 
genius. It would be barbarous in your lordibip 
to let me pafs any longer for a fool amongft 
thefe fellows, whom one cannot live without. 
For a fmall matter of that fort of good fenie^ 
which is called money, I fhall iiad admiration 
among them, and, which is better^ credit ,and 
new (hoes. I have often been witty to tbe 
bed: of my (kill, at the tavern, over a bottle 
of wine ; but the blockhead the vintner is 
fo dull and covetous, that he can fee no wit 
about me, but what I tell out between my fin« 
ger and my thumb, a piece of ingenui^ 
which I am not always mafter of. O the de- 
generacy of the age ! Ben Jobnfon hafi frequently 
paid his reckoning in a couplet, and lived 
comfortably and merrily a whcde winter's 
nijht upon a pun. Alas ! I do not believe^ 
in this iron age, a canto of an hundred ftaves 
would bring a quart of Sherry y or a pound. of 
falmon. Many a wit would be forced to pawn 
his coat (if any perfon would take it) for a din- 
ner, did not the charitable bookfeller advance 
him half-a-crown on his new poem, and ^y 
that means pay him half in hand. 

If a certain eminent merchant had not mani- 
fefted his uncommon underjianding in tbe uncom- 
mon 
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*^*^ iHMnber of his fliipsi .and his harmonisus 

^^fitm (Umeful would have done better) in 

^ chiming of his bags, the blunimfs of thg 

i^^f^mparabU Mr* Ourfey's nature would never 

l^ve raifed fo many plaudifery plants in the ''largg 

Mi of the faid merchant's commendations r ~ 

but (hat venerable lyric knew too well the 

iftfjlaeji ^ tifi pairpn's humour^ not to expe£l from 

it an order ufon his goldfmith, where the bar*' 

mnious knight keeps the cpuleni marks of his 

Mncommcn undirftanding* How large a tafle he 

iaffbrded Mr. Durfi of _his parts, I know not ; 

what I am to expca from yours, my lord, I 

know, and fo will your lord (hip too, when 

you have perufed this uncdmmon dedication, 

I have, by this time, I hope with fufficient 
dearnefs, difplayed to my readers, that is, to 
the whole world, the quality and extent of your, 
lord(hip's wit. If I have but little to fay of 
your eloquence, it is becaufe you have hitherto 
ibewo but little. But this is owing to nothing 
but choice and refervedneis on your part : 
Your modefty, my lord, like a pot- lid, fmo« 
thers the overflowings of your fpirit, and fup- 
prcfles die ebullition of your rhetoric. It be« 
comes me to believe you could do wonders this 
way, if you would. Why will you thus neg- 
led and conceal your abDities, and obftinately 

perfift 
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p^rfift to be only a hearer in the fenate. I im 
Aot queftjon) but evien this omiffion and feem- 
mg indolence is praife-worthy, and public- 
fpirited. Your lordfhip, no doubt, confiders, 
that the very lifteners in public aiTembliesy 
are promoting the trade of iheir country, while 
they confume fnulF, and wear out handkerchiefs.- 
Thus is the- intereft of mankind advanced bjr 
idienefs and incapacity itfelf. 

Befides when I refled how much tongue* 
artillery is daily waded without doing the leaft 
execution, I muft applaud it as a piece of pni« 
dence and humanity in your lordihip, to avoid 
the (bedding of innocent words. How many 
excellent orators have we, who are inftrudive 
without being underilood, fevere without being 
felt, and loud without being heard. What pity 
is this ! commend me to thofe that fit flill and 
take TmifF, becaufe they have nothing to 
fay. I have often lamented and iighed in my 
clofct, that men's tongues (hould have more 
fpeed than their underftandings. When otir 
fpirits are heavy and grave, it is but reafonabje 
the tongue fhould be fhod with lead. But) 
alas ! our chops, when once they are fet a go- 
ing, generally ihew our intellects a pair of 
heels, and gallop away with fuch fleetne(s» 
that even the memory itfelf is diftanced, as 
iwift as it is. 

Were 
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Were the tongue only to move by the di- 
'ic&ioii of good fenfe, how many worthy EngUJb 
Hmtlemen and fine ladies would h've and die 
fccretly dumb ? This putting of the jaws upon 
1^ labour without profit, and committing a 
^ upon peoples ears without the confent 
tf their hearts, is a notorious nuifance and 
J^tach of the peace. It is an ofFence to others, 
^ a diftempcr in ourfelves. This difcafe 
* call i\iz upward loofenefs \ and it is in feveral 
'^pefls as naufeous as that below ; nay, it 
Sometimes equally affronts the fenfe of fmelling, 
as when the fpeaker's lungs are not over ortho- 
dox, orfo. 

It is really a miferable cafe, that when a 
chattering booby finds himfelf leaded with a 
turbulent quantity of words and wind, which 
he has a mind to difcharge, I mufl be obliged to 
ftand the fhot of his noife and naflinefs foe 
perhaps kn hour or two together. This, I am 
fure, is contrary to the rules of equity and 
deanlinefs ; but it feems I am bound to it by 
the laws of courtefy and good breeding. 

What I have here faid of loquacity, concerns 
only private converfation : But when this in- 
fult upon our fenfes appears in public afTem- 
blies, it is yet more intolerable. Why muft pra- 
ting oafs (empty of every ♦.hing but froth and 
clamour) be for ever fufFered, without rebuke, 
- Vol. I. C to 



a6 A Cordial for Low Spirits. 

to be fpewing up their illfcented cruditifs 
in the faces of men that are « either wife or 
brave? I would humbly propofe, for the eafe 
of this Chriftian country, that whenever an 
orator of this fort begins to gapq and ftrain, 
oije of the company (hall go up to him, and, 
taking hold of his button, tell him, S/>, / am 
ferry to fee you troubled with fo violent a vomiting : 
Or, perhaps, it may be more proper, without 
faying a word, to run with a chamber-pot, 
and hold it up to his chin. For this purpofe, 1 
would decree, that every place of public meet- 
ing in this ifland be provided with one or more 
of thefe neceffary vejjelsy either to receive or re- 
flrain the overflowings of indigefted oratory* 
jf one of thefe emetic fpeakers cannot conve- 
niently be come at, it is only crying, To the 
chamber-pot y and, if he has fham^ in him, he 
will grow well, and fit down. 

There is fomething exceeding infolent in thefe 
long-winded talkers. What right has any 
man living to lay an embargo upon my throat, 
when at the fame time he keeps his own open ? 
He that ufurps the whole difcourfe, lays this 
modeft injundlion upon the whole company ; 
namely, to be fiknt^ and hear him. 

The ladies, indeed, who underftand their pri- 
vileges much better than we do ours, are not 
^nflavcd by our xules i but, though there be a fcore 

of 
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of them together, exert the faculty of fpeech 
all at once : And reaHy^ if we do but remember 
that it is their whole bufinefs and ambition to 
be only voluble, without troubling thcmfelves 
with being intelligible, we cannot blame them 
fox exercifing their tongues, as they do their 
fans, in all weathers, merely for a little pa- 
rade, or becaufe they are ufed to it. Ladies> 
therefore, when they are fluttering either of 
thefe inofienfive inftrumcnts, ought not to be 
interrupted with the offer of the chamber-pot^ 
for, if it be only the pravity of the intention 
that makes ac^iions criminal, it is evident they 
can be no offenders, who fpeak without any 
intention at all. I know the fair prattlers are 
fo overftocked with felf-denial, that they will 
humbly difown this my juflification of them, as 
what they do not deferve ; but . I am refolverf 
to perfift, and make the(n innocent in fpite of 
themfelves. But as far thofe of my own fex» 
who are addi£led to purge at the mouth, I {ball 
never revoke my decree againjl them, or any 
of them, except fuch as honour the truth, and 
freely confefs, that though they talk much, they 
mean nothing. And, indeed, it cannot be denied, 
that very many well meaning pcrfons are rhe- 
torical for no reafon in the earth, but becaufe 
they are not retentive -y and fo arc forced to break 

C 2 words 



al A Cordial for Low Spirits. 

"words purely for their eafe. When a man's 
tongue is always ready bi idled and faddled, he 
cannot help it if it will run away with him. 

This kind of eloquence, like an ill breath, 
is curable but one way, and that -is, by tying a 
certain ligature, called a halter, round the pa« 
tient's neck, and girding it, until you have quite 
flopped up the gutter through which the aforefaid 
excrements do ifTue. 

But as this remedy might prove fomewhat 
dangerous to many thoufands of his majefty's 
good fubjefts, 1 (hall be cautious in recommending 
this public fpirited projeft, though I am fuHy 
convinced it would efFe6lually deftroy all his ene- 
mies within thefe his dominions. But as I am a 
friend to the tranquility and nofes of mankind, 
I will make bold to prefcribe zfuccedaneum i that 
is to fay, an equivalent for hanging. 

As a fpecific, therefore, againft the dreadful 
cffefts of this fcetid and epidemical diftemper, 
I would advife the fick body, when the fit ts 
coming upon him, (which he will perceive by an 
ungovernable agitation in his jaws, and an in- 
c6flant rattling in his throat) to withdraw 
himfelf immediately from company, and em- 
ploy thefe indefatigable organs in running over 
a chapter or two in the bible. People, I know^ 
particularly my patients^ will make a horrid 

outcry 
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outcry againft the dijiajiefulnefs of this reme- 
dy, but that can be no obje£):ion againft the 
uie of it, fince the hittereft drugs are often the 
xnoft fuccei^ful. Befidcs,. it \h well known, that 
all medicines that difpofe to. Jleep^ 2lxq barjh sluA. 
unpalatable. Of this nature are the numerous 
and powerful opiats, which come daily from the 
prefs and the pulpit. A dofe or two of fcrip • 
ture, if people would but be perfuaded to take 
it, (Sed hie labor ^ hoc opus ejl I) would compofe 
thofe convuldons of the chaps, and that flux 
of fpeech which hitherto have been thought 
incurable. But let none defpair ; for though their 
mouthj be dry, and their lips chapped with 
the perpetual evacuation of eloquence and fpit- 
fle ; though their heads ach with nodding, and 
Cbeir eyes with winking ; nay, though their 
throats ftiould be riven with hemming, and 
their wind-pipes with ftraining j nay, even though 
flicir yery arms Ihould be jaded with explain* 
iiig. their ftories, and their canes worn out with 
enforcing their orations, yet I, the Doftor, will 
by the bl'effing of the bible on my endeavours> 
work a perfe£f curK 

This fecret, which I found out by great in- 
duftry and long ftudy, I might, like other great 
phyficians, have kept to myfelf ; but I prefer 
knowledge, and the good of mankind, to living 
in ignorance^ and keeping a coach. 

C 3 Fo«? 



JO ^C{»DiAiy5r Low Spirit*^ 

For your man/ excellent fpeakers that can* 
not rejid, I muft find out fome other cure. Per- 
haps it may be no inefFedual method to afk 
them, whether they will give what ibey fay 
under their hands, and to prefent them at the 
fame time with, pen, ink, and paper : You fhaii 
find they will immediately grow fhy of aiUfting 
it infofoUmn a manner y and fo recover to avoid 
difgrace. N» B, This remedy efFe£tualJy cures 
talkative beaus.. 

As to the ladies, who hate every thing Azt 
is unpleafant or uhfaJhionahU^ I know my Scrips 
iure-Specific will never go down with them 
without a great deal of art^ Thefe genteel welh 
bred patients would think me a firange rude 
fellow, fliould I advife them to fo vulgar m 
thing' as the reading of an^ old hook \ and h. \ 
iind I muft grow cunning, that I may not b» 
thought clowniQi* Being well acquainted witb. 
the inquifitive fplrit which is in them, I intend 
to recommend the bible to them as a book that 
contains many Arange adventures, and many 
fecrets which they never heard of before : There 
they will find gallantry and intrigues, fongs, 
dances, and pretty fellows; mobbings, rebel-* 
lions, and the church; hereditary right, and 
a Jewijh pretender^ who w^ a very handfom 
man, but had his title and complexion both 
luincd by the gallows \ a^ there they will find 

courtsi^ 
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courts, ravifliings, and adultery, and every 
thing that can pleafe and entertain them : Be- 
fides, the book is finely bound and gilt. I 
mention the ftronge ft motive laft, becaufe they 
may remember it moft. 

I am fenfible few of our fine ladles are fur- 
niflied v^^ith this ufeful book, the fame being got 
intirely into the hands of their fervants, and 
other mean people, who are poor enough to be 
good Chriftians. I muft therefore acquaint the 
quality, that the faid book, called a hihky may 
be met with at the bookfellers ; Mr. Bajket^ cn^ 
couraged, I fuppofe, by this projeQ of mine, ha- 
ving not long fince ventured upon a new im- 
prefllon ; otherwife, It is thought, bibles migbty 
in a fmall time, have been out of print. 

To coavlnce the whole world that I am alto- 
gether difinterefted in this ufeful difcovery, I, 
muft in juftice to myfelf, declare, that 1 have 
never feen the colour of Mr, Bajket^s money ; 
"for though I belong to the fociety for the refor- 
mation of manners^ I do utterly decline the ufual 
perquijites arifing from the execution of that of- 
fice. If Mr. Bajket indeed (hould force a bribe 
upon me, I know the courtefy of my nature 
will by no means fufFer me to affront fo worthy 
a pcrfon by a rigid refufal, it being my fted- 

C 4, faft 
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fad principle to fufFer rather than refifl^, \x^n 
fuch powerful trials ; as many of our good and 
modeft do<Slors are forced into greatnefs and |)i- 
ihoprics, in fpite of their obftinate and repek' 
ed Nolo. But, though I fhall not fall out with Mr. 
Bajket for a fmall matter, I proteft before hand, 
that if he offers me above a hundred guineas,. I 
fliall be ftrangely furprized. 

However, if Mr. Bajket behaves himfelf 
he ought to doy upon this occafion, I intend t^^ 
make over to him, his heirs, and affigns, th^ 
iFght of printing and publifliing my works fo-^ 
the fpace of three hundred years ; at the enc^ 
of which time, I do will and ordain, that th^ 
faid right fliall become general, and enrich thc^ 
whole body of bookfellers, without diftiaftionj 
requiring them, however, as a public emolu- 
ment for fo public a benefit, to apply a fmall por- 
tion of their profits towards pulling down the 
cathedral-church of St. Pauly and rebuilding the 
fame in a manner worthy of me and my country, 
the honour whereof is hereby confulted, as well 
as the reputation of Sir Chr'fjlopher Wren. I (hould 
be willing to retrieve his credit fooner, but as 
the faid fabric is never mentioned among 
' works of architedure, the prefent architcfi's 
name lies fafely concealed. 
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I do'ialfo will and. appoint, that in the year 
27 1 8, that is to fay, a thoufand years hence, the 
raid company of bookfellers fhall, at my expence, 
that is to fay, out of the revenues accruing front, 
my works, eredl two marble ftatues to the prince 
then reigning, the one at Charing^Crofs^ and the 
other before the theatre at Oxford^ with the fol* 

Ibwing infcriptions*. o'i 

r 

Upon that at Charing-Crofs- 

** np O Georg€ the Twentieth^ by the grace o'^ 
" God King of Great- Britain, and £mperor 

** of all £ur§pef arbitrator of the peace of J/ta^ 
'^ and defender of the faith ; pious, clement^ 
" juft ; the nurfmg father of liberty and man- 
**- kind ; bold for truth, religion, law, in op* 
" pofition to tyranny, perfecution, fuperfiition : 
his zeal tempered witbcharity, his virtue with 
affability : a prince of unparalleled felf-de- 
•* nial, who lofesthe appearance of much glory 
^^ by concealing the fubftance : By preventing 
^ neceiSties and oppreilions he prevents the re* 
** nown of relieving them. Thus is his merit the 
•* more excellent by being lefs vifible. TheJ joys 
" and fears of his fubje£ls are his own : Their 
^ peace is the end of all his wars, and his wars 
^ the means of their peace. He is magnanimous 
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*^ and wary. His courage never betrays want- 
*^ ofcircumfpe^lion, nor his circumfpedion want 
*< of courage ; they are both eminent. His Ii« 
^' berality is not confined to worth revealed, but 
** generouAy contributes to raife it \ others have 
** rewarded merits but he makes it. He is bap* 
'* py in the choice and talents of his miniflers,. 
^^ and they in the favour and fortune of their 
^ mailer. In ihort, this mighty emperor feemsy. 
•* in hit whole life and royal virtues^ to copy 
^^ out, with great exadlnefs and fuccefs, the moft 
^' glorious and popular of aUhis numerous ance- 
^ ftors, Giorge thi Jirji ; whofe name, notwith^ 
*< {binding the duft and forgetfulnefs with which 
^^ other great princes and their atchievements 
^* are covered, is flill frefh and amiable in our: 
^^ hiiloryand converfation : it was be who laid. 
*' the foundation of the fettled profperity of our 
^^ country, and the continued freedom of Eur&pt^ 
^< aided by the counfels and negotiations of Sun-' 
** derhndy Stanhope y and Cadogan^ great ftatefmen, . 
<^ of fuperior capacities and boundlefs humani- 
" ty. By tbfir miniflration, in //&/V reign, was . 
^^ firft (haken, and, at laft, overthrown, a fornm-. 
^' dable race of ancient pagans (long fmce extin£l) 
^^ named papiftsj the blind and bloody flaves of a. 
*' wily wizzard at Rome^ who, by the magic of, 
^^ falfliood and ignorance^, and by continued and) 

"uat 
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** unrelenting murders, poifoned, ftupiBed) arid 
^* Tniiled chriftcndom for many tjcnturics. A- 
** mong the deathlefs glories of that king's reign* • 
** was his having for his fubjc£l yohn Duke of 
** Marlboroughy{\xrn?imed ihcgreatj who forvidlo- 
** ries, triumphs, and clemency, Jirji (haded the 
** luftre of Julius and the great Matedmian. Him* 
** all fuccceding heroes, guided by his example,. 
*' and fired by his fuccefics, have ftroye to emu- 
** late, but could never equal. Then alfo flou- 
** riflied the immortal Mr. Jddifon^ whofefamc* 
** 18 in every mouth,, and his' workt in every 
** hand. In his writings are ftill feen, in all their 
** frefhnefs and glory» the divine atchievements • 
*• of Wiiliam the thirds and the mighty Marlha'^ 
** rough. The want of fuch a genius aad fuch a* 
*' pen, is the grief and misfortune of the prefeiit 
• «* times, and has been the complaint of every 
age between him and us. To compleat the 
praifes of that reign, Parker prefided in the 
<* fenate, and out of it, controlled the law ^ King 
** the bench, and Hoadly themitrew 

*' In this place, . fome ages fince, flood a brazen 
** equejlrian ftatue of an old Britijh king,* whofe- 
** name is omitted, becaufe his reign was unfor- 
** tunate and his end unhappy. His bigotry to 
** the ecclefiaftics was his foible, and at length 
** his deftruftion* Whilft, deluded with their 
** falfe incenfe, and miftaking fdf-imereft- in 
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^< them for loyalty to him, be made them moce 
^* than fubjedls, he made himfelf lefs than a ib^ 
** vereign. He broke the conflitution, becaufe i^ 
^' would not bend, and baniOied the laws becaui^ 
*• they would not flatter. He facrificcd the crow 
*< to exalt the mitre, and opprefled his fubjedb t 
*• fupport the crown. Monarchy and the chu 
^< became at lad hateful, by making themfelvc--^ 
<' dreadful, and, by grafping at too much, loft all 
«* The nation, after twelve years patience un— ■ 
*< der the continued afTauIts of rapine and ty«-* 
^' ranny, had a fortuitous but favourable oppor--^ 
^* tunity put into their hands, to relieve them-* 
^^ felves. They foon found themfelves ftrong, 
«^ and therefore grew unmanageable, and coa- 
^< founding flavery with obedience, (hook off 
*' both. The reft is too tragical. 

** The whole hiftory of this ill-advifed prinqe, 
•* is a panegyric upon his prcfent majefty, who 
^^ fortifies his throne, and blefTes his people, by 
** following clofely the wifdom and example of 
** his great ancettor above mentioned, the firft 
•^ of his name. 

Upon thefiatutat Oxford. .. 

cc ^Tpo George the twentieth^ by the grace of 
^' God, ^f, A prince, whofe ftrongcft right 

!f to govern mankind proceeds from his beipg 

« the 
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^^ the bed and wifeft of mankind. Nothing can 

^' equal the peoples affection to their monarch, 

^' but the monarch's benevolence to his people. 

^* A noble emulation ! their happinefs is His 

" fludy ; his fafety is their care. He rules by 

^' defervingto rule : this is his opinion, this hfs 

** practice. He owns no right from heaven, but 

^^ to do good, nor from men, but to protedl them. 

** He detefts being a tyrant, becaufe his ancefitrs 

^^ were kings. He thinks it diabolical reafoning, 

'' that, becaufe he ought to defend, he may there- 

^* fore deftroy.. That kings are the ordinances 

** of God, merefy for being the fcourges of God, 

^ he thinks to be a propofition as dreadful as 

^' abfurd, which may, with equal juftice, entitle 

^ robbers and murderers to impunity and non* 

" reilftance^ The peop^e are not jealous of the 

** princess power, nor the prince of the people's 

" liberty. He glories in being limited by the 

<^ law of the land, but more in being unlimited 

^ by the love of his fubjeds. His wifdom and 

*^ power are employed for them ; their hearts and 

** their purfes are open to him ; both happy in 

** mutual and unreftrained confidence. He loves 

^* all his fubjecSls, and is by all\i\% fubje£):s be- 

** loved ; this/enowned nurfery of learning fet- 

^ ting an illuftrious copy of religion and loy- 

^ alty to the remotcft nations of bis empire. 

•^ And 
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^^ And yet from this feat of knowledge /ir/w/ft 
^ ly ifTued many black miftt of prejudice and 
<^ ignorance, and even the peaceful mufes were 
*• drawn into fedition and outrages. The black- 
•* eft perjuries and moft -deftrudive principles 
** were openly encouraged and defended i and 
^^ religion was brought into real danger, to keep 
*• the church out of it. Every adion and every 
^ name that did honour to the nation and to 
** mankind, v^as blackened and deprefled, whilft 
*< tb« vilefl: villaniet againft truth and liberty 
*^ were countenanced and extolled. Honeft men 
^^ were brow^beaten, weak men deluded, and 
^ profligates fupported and prote£led ; religious 
^ houfes were pulled down by the drunken rab- 
^ ble, and the church vindicated by blafphemii^ 
mobs. Hereditary right was fupported by per- 
jury, and non^refiftance by rebellion. Men of. 
virtue and fobriety were termed fanatics, and 
the defenders of peace, liberty, and Jaw, re- 
publicans : But George the firjiy who had all 
thofe evils in a particular manner to ftruggle 
with, as being levelled at his per/on andiitUy 
at laft overcame them all. He reformed the 
prieflhood and purified the univerfity, and, 
in fpite of pride, iiUereft, and a degeneracy 
almoft total, reconciled thefe haughty bodies of 
men to evangelical religion and legal obedience^ 
He was the founder of our prefent greatnefs ; 

" for 
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" for arriving at which, he chofe and praQifed the- 
^ moft natural, moft amiable arts. He made the 
" good of mankind the meafure of his power ; , 
** and by making his fubjefts wife and virtuous,., 
" taught them Xo be great. He made his people 
** powerful, and they him irrefiftible. .Dying, he 
^ left behind him fuch a pattern of government,, 
** which has never failed to render all fucceeding 
« kings, who have followed it, profperous and . 
" popular.. This they have all attempted, but 
** his prefent majefty withthe moft fuccefs. 

*' Of the reign of George the firft no more 
*<- needs foe faid ; it Ihine^, at this diftance, in the 
** hiftories and poems of that time \ a time. 
** fruitful in men of learning and genius, fa- 
"** vouredand patronized, more particularly .^ by the- 
** then Dukr ofNeweaJile, ♦ who, from his early in- . 
** fancy to the end of a moft iijlinguijhed and ho^ 
'• nourahh lifiy, gave infinite proofs of a large 
** foul, and. a difinterefted love to mankind, 
** liberty, and the more elegant arts. But the 
*' charafter of that great and popular lord is well 
*< known, and his memory honoured in the fame 
•^ degree as was his life. 

• The preient Duke, 176a, of whom all w€ /JitU fay h, 
tiiAtaur jaothor*9 prophecy hath HM in this ioAance, 
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A(;LoRD, 

After an abfence of fevcral pages, I again re- 
turn to your lordfliip, who muft, to excufe me,, 
conflder, I have been attending a much greater 
man : but having now, I hope, (ufficiently in* 
ftrufled pofterity about erefting and dedicating t|ic - 
above-named (latues, and having made ample 
provifions for the expence of the fame, I am once 
more at your fervice^ 

I fhould now proceed to difplay and extol, as 
becomes me, your lordfhip's great piety and gal- 
khtry, the gravity of your carriage, and the ' 
livelinefs of your behaviour, the grandeur pf 
your deportment, and the humility of your coD' 
verfation ; and, moft particularly ^ I {hould celebrate 
your great generofity to myfelf, and your great 
frugality to all the world : and your lordfhip 
may depend upon it, I will very foon. gratify my 
own ambition, by equipping you with all thcfe 
great gifts, and many more. 

At prefent a thing has happened, which inter- 
rupts me in the difcharge of this my neceflary 
duty. A thing, which the fhynefs of my na- 
ture will have me to conceal from all the world, 
but fo good and loving a friend as your lord- 
Ihip. My lord^ it is now twelve o' clock, and 
Twant a dinner; and, alas I I doubt my book*- 
iellcr will not truft me with a fhillingi without 

mort- 
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"Mortgaging thefe my papers into his hands for 

the Aim aforefaid. Thus muft half your lord- 

iliip, that is^ half your character, be pawned, that 

I may dine. Be aiTured of hearing from me foon^. 

ibr r have your meafure^ and, as becomes your 

faithful taylofy will finifh your fuit with all fpeed.. 

I am, with wonderful devotion, and grea^ hade 

(it is now a quarter after twelve) 

Aly very good lor d^ 

Tour lordjhip* s mojl dutiful 

and moji obedient humble fervant^ 

P, S» Ta avoid the envy that eminent writers 
muft ever expert, I have determined not to put 
my name to my MK)rk, until the thirtieth edition 
of this treatife, which perhaps may not be this 
month yet ; by which time it is^ prefumed, that 
all thofe who detrad from its excellencies will be 
hifTed into filence and (hame by the whole world. 

I defigned to have fubjoined at the end a table 
of the principal matters^ as other great authors 
have done, but, going about it, I quickly found I 
muft tranfcribe the whole book into an index^ 
and fo gave it over« 

A Learned 
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[T Is recorded in the memories of divers 
ftery- tellers in and about this metropolis, 
that the fage and eloquent Dr. Byfield^ who 
octh about, pouring forth his divine breathings 
i coffee-houfes, and prefen ting "his books gratis to 
Hwho will pay him for them : I fay it is credi- 
'y reported, that the faid doctor having a fuit in 
hanccry with a certain diymiff, and a venerable 
•Oeant being of counfel for his adverfary j he, 
|e faid do<3or, humbly moved my lord chan* 
•llor that Mrs. Byfield^ the wife of him the faid 
>clor, might be allowed to anfwer and refute the 
Tangue of hira the faid ferjeant ; and mark the 
^fon ! for (faid the dodor) ' Jbe^ my lord^ is 
' old woman too. I 

Whether this his rcqueft was granted, or 
ily entered upon record, the tradition fayeth 
)t. If the challenge was not accepted, fure- 
it is great pity ; feeing that from a match fo 
Ltural, and a contention fo equal, much 
egant entertainment would have refulted to 
e grave and learned brothers (or, fhall I ra- 
er fay, Jijiers) of the long robe, who, during 
ic ftrife, muft have flood ftrangely and equally 

poized 
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poized in their afFeftions and wiihes, as being 
equally allied to either combatant. I have, in« 
deed, heard it urged, by the partisans of tbe 
old woman in petticoats, that the other in the j 
coif, jealous of his reputation, and doubtful bow 
the iiTue might determine the prize of eloquence^ 
ilcd the pit, and left inglorioufly, Us antagomft 
whetting her gums, and mumbling revenge. But 

the learned and acute fir; , knight, ftp- 

jeant at law, does, with great fubmijfuin^ cmt^^ 
that this laf^ claufe of the ^adition wants 
froof. 

1 muft own it v^rould have been exceeding 
unnatural and unfcriptural for Mrs. B^fM 
and the fcrjcant to have entered the lifts a- 
gainft each other, upon this occafion ; or, in« 
Seed, upon any other whatfoever : forafmuth 
as it is v^ritten in the hundred thirtieth and 
third pfalm, verfe the firft ; behold hruo ^oei 
und how pleafant it is for BRETHREN U 
dwell together in unity: And, therefore, itTs 
my own private opinion of tKis matter, that 
the whole bench and bar, talcing it into their 
ferious confidcration, as what might affect them 
all, ofTcred their mediation, and flopped the 
progrcfs of their pernicious difFerence, And ifl 
this I have the concurring opinions of. 
a^d . and ■ "" , and ^' ■ ■ - and 

and 
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nd ' ■ . with fcvcral others, all able lawyers^ 

Jad parties concerned^ 
There is a waggifh acquaintance of mine, 

v\io carries the analogy between old wo- 
men and grave bariilers, further than, \vt my 
judgment, need requires he fhould. ^ Do not 

* you obferve, Tays he, that they have the fame 

* eamity to filence, and poffefs the fame etcr- 

* nal wetncfs of beard ? pray diftinguifli, if 
you can, between pleading and fcolding ; 

* and, whatever you do, mark that hobbling 

* amble in their gate ;. that involuntary nod 
%f the head 5 that contracStcd plodding forc- 

* head ; that wife unmeaning face, and thcfe 

* defolatc gums ! and then, confefs the invinci- 

* ble likcncfs I would furlhermorc put 

^ you in mind of their equal tade in drefs^ 

* and their equal refcmblancc therein' 

* black gowns and red petticoats ! two co- 
^ lours, in which it is hard to fay, whether my 

* lord J — e mimics granny^ or granny my 
■* lord J — e ! granny moreover wears forward 

* night- cloathf, and ties her pinners before^ 
^ to hide a bald-pate ; and Mr. Serjeant, and 

* his betters, bury their faces in mighty peri- 
'^ wigs, which inviron either chap and lie, 
■* like comely mares tails, on either bread . 

* for 
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* for why, they are only hairy machioes ti 

* conceaUong ears !' 
At the affizes in Caermarthen'Sbtre^ feme 

years ago, a Weljhman^ who had never fecn fo 
fine a (hew before, a(ked a neighbour of biS) 
who was knowing in thefc matters, * what 

* ihcntleman was that upon the pench in bur 
' cown, and hur pelt, and hur plack capi 
Why^ marry^ quoth Morgan, hur is an oU «'»• 
man J f hat takes hur nap upon hur cuftnon^ wi 
then hur tells the Jhiwry bur treanu 

It is plain from St. Paul, that t>]d wives 
fables were current and prevailing in his time, 
and he warns St. Timothy ftbe tnoft reverend, 
the lord archbifbop of Ephefus) againft them » 
defiring his grace^ to exercife himfelf rathtr 
unto godlinefs* But notwithflanding that the 
apoftle's works are ftill read, though they do not 
fay a word of South-Sea flock \ yet old wives arc 
in as good efleem at ever, and their tales bear as 
good a price. There is particularly a numerous 
tribe of ancient gentlewomen, called Schoolmen 
2nd fathers J who are reputed a company of ve- 
nerable goflips, whofe evidence may be taken in 
trials about Norwich cxz^ti^ wide-kneced breech- 
es, the power of the conftables, the primitive 
inftitution of parifh- clerks, the decimation of 
eggs by the original patent, whoring, fcolding, 

and 
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tad courtefying toward tbe tifing fun ; and the 
irke momentous points between men anl 
nionks. 

But it is very true, that thefe old bodies do of- 
^•n contradi£l one another in their evidence; 
either becaufe they know not the truths or will 
'lot fpeak it \ both which are frequently the 
<^Rfc ' But here a ready expedient is 

offered; for the flout attornies, who produce 
^hem, modcftly rejed every part of the evidence 
^hich makes againft them, ^s forged or err one$us^ 
^nd are pleafedonly to accept fo much of the fame, 
^ makes for them, as undoubtedly genuine and 
^aHd. And if no part of it will ferve their turn ; 
yet we, the defendants, are bound to believe that 
it does; and that is as well. For the ^/W at- 
tornics above-written, claim, from time imme* 
morial, a right to be profecutors, and judges, 
and witnefles ; at leaft, witnefles for their wit- 
nei!c5, in every law-fuit which they undertake. 
And, if we do not acquiefce in all this, a law- 
yer of this fort has told us, what fentence we 
arc to expe£l; even this, G — d d — mn you and 
yours to all eternity, (Tale of a Tub in i imo. p: 

104.) 

The admirers and followers of thefe old dufty 
goflips are themfelves of the fame charafter and 
predicament ; for, as the faying is, old women of 

Vol. I. D all 
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M nlighns are the fame. We are not there/bre 
to wonder, if we find, in the whole breed, ao 
equal appetite for flogging, hoarding, backbicing 
and fcolding. From gammar Aaron down M^ 
gammar Satanaftus^ and from gammar Satanafm 
down to gammar Beckett and from gammar Bed" 
at down to gammar £^2^, and from gammar Laud 
(keeping ftiU in the fame y</ J down to gammar 
■■■ you find the felf fame fpirit, and the felf- 

fame arts. The multitude have been (till bubbled, 
and taught or feared into the worfhip of golden 
calves, or black calves, or fome other forts 
of calves : and the fame lying, fal(hood, and 
cruelty, have gone on in an uninterrupted lint 
9f fuccejfton^ and uninterrupted fubmiffion. 

It is marvellous and inconceivable, the flu- ' 
pidity and dunciblenefs of mankind. < 

* world ! when wilt thou come out of thine 

* infancy, and aiTume a beard ; and a mind 

* worthy of that beard ! learn to defpife hng 
^ coats ; reje£t thy leaders and thy leading- 

* firings, fland upon thy own legs j be of 
c age ; look round thee, and diftinguifh, at laft, 
c truth and freedom from reflraint and diC- 

* guifes. But in cafe, my dearcft child, that 

* thou art already fuperannuated ; as, confider- 

* ing the greynefs of thy head, and the green* 

* ncis of thy behaviour, I fear mc thou art ; 

^ then 
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AeiH O reverend granny, loft is my la* 

Vx>ur, and vain are my inftrudionsi I will, 

however, bear my teftimony in thy behalf* 

and (hew thee, with the help of thy fpecSa- 

' des, how thou art ever ridden by old iiro« 

men,- th^felf an old woman P 

Queen Semiramis was the greateft King that 
fWayed the fcepter of AJfyria^ and exceeded 
by far all that fucceeded her. She was indeed 
^ moft valiant man, but very lewd, which is 
no fault in princes ; what is very common be« 
ing very pardonable. To her fucceeded her fon. 
King Sardanapalus the Queen, who from his 
iofiuicy was an old woman^ and very naturally 
fpent all his time, and his fpinning, amongft 
)roung ones. But, for all the harmleflhefs of 
J)is he queen, he met an untimely fate, and 
aolent hands were laid upon the Lord's anoint- 
df to the great grief of all the true churchmen, 
hat is, the genuine worfliippers of Bell and the 
iragany of thofe days. 

Thofe who came after him were for the moft 
>art like him ; and from Semiramis to the end 
>f the Babylonian monarchy, which lafted for 
•veral ages^ all the Kings proved to be of 
he female gender, except herfclf. When the 
nonarchy was tranflated to the Medes and Per- 
ians^ there was but one Emperor, and that was 

D 2 Cyrusj 
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Cyrusy who happened to be a man : all the reft 
were old women ; creatures that lived in 
their dining rooms, admired their fine fur* 
niture, wore rich brocades, played with their 
monkeys, beat and bit and fcratched their fcr- 
vants, and drank cawdle, the tea of the 
time; and, in fine, faid and did, juft as do 
and fay our aged countefles in the other end of 
the town. 

At length the magicians, or priefts of the 
iftablijhed church of Babylon^ having great in- 
tereft at court, and encouragement from the 
prince, knocked him on the head in return 
for his love; and, by the murder of his whole 
race, and further cruelty and craft, featei 
themfelves in his throne, and yet kept the 
murder and ufurpation a fecret from all the 
world, for fome time. But the reigning 
conjurer being, like the reft of the tribe, 
given to wenching, a miftrefs of his was di« 
reded by her brother, who fufpefled facrcd 
roguery, to fearch his majefty*s head for cars; 
and, upon inquiry, fhe found he had none. For, 
it had happened, fome time before, that the 
whole order had their lugs lopped off^ for fome 
pious pranks by them played. 

Upon this difcovery, the grandees invaded 
the royal palace, nUas^ the royal brothel, and 

put 
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put all thefe old women^ that is to fay, the 
^4r^7, that is to fay, the ufurpers^ to the fword. 
So here ended the reign (though not the roguery) 
^f thefe confecrated monarchsy or fpiritual fovi* 
^^igns^ or pagan popes ^ or cropped prelates^ or rt" 
P^ifentatives of — -— 's perfon, or, (sfc. 

Proceed we next to the election of a new 
^Id woman. For the lineal entail was broken 
*a the murther of AdanC^ heir at law, by the 
Babylonian parfons ; though fome of their brethren 
ftflce have pretended to patch it together again, 
impoffibilities being of no weight in the fchemes 
of magicians. 

In this elc(Efion, one Darius carried the di- 
adem "by the merit of his ftonehorfe; which 
ftone-horfe, had it not been for the folly or 
partiality of the nobility, ought to have mounted 
that throne ; and then might have been al- 
ledged, what now cannot be alledged, namety^ 
that once in a century a creature of fome 
manhood fiWcd it. 

It is the opinion of that able critic and 
cabalift. Rabbi Nick Nack Ben Dry PaU^ that 
the hiftorians are all liars and duntes in theac- 
count they pretend to give of this matter 
For^ fays he, / wiU lay an even wager of fifty 
to Mt^ that when the crown of Perfia was^ by a 
Viti of the judicious houfe of L ds tberey hung 
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upon a nag*s noJlriU^ whofe neighing was /# 
create a mafter of mankind^ and declare tbg 
Lord's anointed ; Darius did not aSf by the craft 
0f his groom (which is the opinion of Ctefias, 
Berofus, Plutarch, fcfrj but by the counfel of 
his Chaplain, who advifed him^ as foon as 
ever he came to the randying ground^ to bray with 
all his might ; and if you take this method^ added 
the fage DoSfor^ and bray with becoming vehe^* 
menccy by G I will venture my foul upon //, 

you are monarch of the Eaji. For^ continued 
his Reverence, in fuch a hurry and difcord of 
the pajjionsy as will necejfarily fill every .breaji 
upon fo great an occafion^ who will difttnguijb 
Chefnufs voice from your lordjhifs voice, dr a 
F ■' frdm a pair of bag'pipes ? Rabbi Nick" 
nack adds, that Earl Darius, finding this eJTpe- 
dient the eaded and moft natural to him of all 
the expedients in the world, whenever he found 
himfelf upon ihe place of trial, clapped bis 
iinger to one noftril, and brayed with the other» 
'With fo bewitching and fo royal an accent, 
that the whole houfe of Nobles, then prefent, 
Hi^hipped off their hats, and bowing with their 
faces io the earth, as if the chaplain himfetf, 
'or an altar hid ftdod in thdr way, cried oht 
"^ith cWc -aecoifd, O King Darius, live for ever. 
Ht was ttofii "taken and crowned, being firtt 

anointed^ 
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^nted^ and having taken an oath to defend 
^e rights of the clergy and convocation ; the 
*rchbi(hop performing the ceremony, the 
'everend Dr. Tygns reading prayers, and the 
c^aplaia aforefaid preaching the fermon, which 
^as ordered to be printed by his majejiy's /pedal 
^^nimandi and he had the firfl: good living that 

So eafily are kingdoms earned, and by Aich 

rtain figns and criterions does heaven point 

MX, the perfons of princes ; who being of 

^ivinc inftitution, the divine will muft, in the 

^afe before us, be exceeding clearly conveyed 

through the fnout of a horfe, or of an afs ; a 

Xery ufual vehicle or inftru<^ion, in all ages and 

climates ! 

But as every old woman that totters under a 
crown, rules, or fcolds, or blafphemes, or mur- 
ders, or burns, by divine appointment ; fo the 
old women, alias Emperors of Perjia^ continued 
to plague mankind, and mifgovern, as heaven's 
lieutenants, till Alexander the Great, who, ia 
the beginning of his reigpi was indeed a king 
of the mafcuUne gendei^ came with all the 
violerlce of war, as heaven's lieutenant alfo, to 
dethrone and put an end to them : for he that 
was ftrongeft always happened to have the divine 

D 4 autbo* 
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authority on his fide, contrary, and yet agreeable^ 
to the orthodox fyflem. 

Vi5lrix catifa Di'is placuiK 

Alexander himfelf foon degenerated, and, be- 
fore he arrived to the flower of his age, 'grew 
an old woman, like the reft 5 became won- 
derfully addi£led to fcolding, and doated on no* 
thing but fine gowns, and citron water. 

His immediate fucceflbrs refembled him ; they 
were at firft men, and at laft drivelers j and, for 
thofe kings who fucceeded them^ they were old 
wives from their cradles. 

There never was, in all the Eaft, a braver 
race of men than the Amazons, whofc Queens 
were alfo the braveft of Kings, Tamerlane too 
happened to be a prince of a male genius i 
but, excepting as before excepted, there has^ 
fcarce ever been known fuch a charadier as a 
king in all the great continent of AJia, though 
abounding in monarchs. Their frequent ex- 
ercifing of craft and cruelty does in no d'e- 
gree determine them men ; the fame being alfd 
exercifed, though in a fmaller meafure, by cro- 
codiles, wolves, kites,^ adders, and the like em- 
blems and patterns of fuch imperial old women 
as play the devil by divine right. 

But 
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But thefe royal vermin, who fucked the blood 
of their fubjeAs, and were the relentlefs foes 
of qiankind, became all, in their turn, the 
-booty and vaffals of the Romans^ who knocked 
them on the head, or imprifoned them, or 
fufiered them to enjoy a precarious and ilaviOi 
/bvereignty, juft as they had behaved them- 
felves. 

The Romans were a nation of men, and 
liiends to their fpecies, lovers of liberty, and 
«iefpifers of Kfe, when thefe two bleffings 
'^erc incompatible. They propagated polite- 
^lefs and laws ; and hunted down tyrants and 
liarbarity, wherever they came. They taught 
mankind to diftinguifh between manly obe- 
dience, proceeding from rational confent, which 
is the allegiance of fubje^is ; and involuntary 
fubmiffion, extorted by fears and force, which is 
the lot and condition of flaves. 

Their religion was of a piece with their 
{K>litics, and part of them. The civil ma- 
giftratc was cither the prieft himfelf, or the 
piieft was prompted by him ; and the only piece 
of prieftcraft which the old republican clergy 
prafliied, was to lye laudably, by the direction 
of the magiftrate, vfor the good of the com* 
monwealth. The hands of the government 
were not tied up from encouraging public fpl*^ 

D 5 rit, 
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ritf by the paultry fear of alarming the ec« 
clefiaftict* Every principle and every adion, 
which promoted their prefent liberty and pro- 
fperity was lawful, virtuous, and religious, ifl 
the eyes of that noble people ; who had do 
idea of the encroachment of liberty upon re- 
ligion, or of the church's clafliing with the 
ftate, or of the creature's contending forfupe- 
riority with its creator* Thefe were monfters 
yet unborn, and abfurdities as yet uninvented, 
which lived not till liberty was dead^ and till 
9ld women fucceeded heroes. 

The Romans preferved their liberty (o long 
as they preferved their virtue. At laft ambition 
and bribery feized the fenate-houfe, and were' 
followed by every evil art, and every wicked 
purpofe : the corruption began at the great, 
who fpread it among the people, and debauch- 
ed them, in order to enflave them. Shews> 
farces, and mafquerades, made them idle, and 
depending upon thofe who gratified them with 
thefe fine fights and diverfions. At long-run, 
their higheft ambition was to live and fee 
Jhews. In the end, being fully purged of all 
fenfe of virtue and freedom, the whole Ro" 
man people, who had conquered the world, 
and had poliihed it, they, who had depofed 

tyrants^ 
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tyranCB, and fet maob'nd free, became them- 
felves ah eafy prey to a traytor of their own 
raifing* 

Men have been, ahi are, generally taught 
frotai their early youth to admire and reverence 
ihe firft Cdsfdr : at which I am afioniflied ; for 
he was one of the moft wicked and bloody men 
that ever the earth bore. He ftuck at no vil<- 
lanjr, no vilenefs, no defiruftion, to gain his 
ends, and ruin his country* Omnium femnarum 
hurrituSf & omnium virorum uxor^ is the leaft worft 
character that can be given of him. If he was 
Ebmetimes guilty of mercy, it was from no tender- 
nefs of heart, orfor any righteous purpose; but 
purely to catch gudgeons, and make his tyranny 
popular. In fhort, Julius Cafar^ like moft other 
conquerors, is intitled, in an humbler de- 
^ee, to that fort of glory, which is due to 
Behububy for daring the almighty, and deface* 
ing the creation. 

Thofe, who fucceeded him in the ufurpation 
of Ronuy were for the moft part fuch an execrable 
race of vermin, that there is fcarce any other 
-charafter to be given of them, than that Em'^ 
feror and old woman were terms fynonymous ever 
afterwards. 

D6 
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The emprtfs Claudius deferves particular 
jiodce. She left the empire to the adminifiratiofl 
of whaterer perfon happened to be moft in her 
good graces, for the time being : and fo fome- 
times her wife was queen, and fometimes het 
footman ; while the good woman Claudius her- 
ftlf turned ajuthor, and fcribled, and gormandif 
zed, and g9t drunk, every day of her life% 
Nee temen unjuam tricUmo abfceffit niji dijientus (i 
madenSf fays Suetonius. Juft like the learned and 
valiant monarch of another country,, I mean 
Queen James the jfir/t of Magnagafs^ar \, who, 
bating her av^rfipo to tobacco, was as true an 
M woman s^s ever driveled,^ or tippled geneva* 
Queen 'James was alfo a royal benefaflor to 
Grub'Jireety and prefident of the leasned.fbciety 
there. She writ books, and made fpeeches, and 
was greatly fub)c6l to. the loofenefs y which laft I 
take to be the trjae teafon why the learned Queen 
yames*s performances fmell but little- of the 
conjurer; feeing that it is obfcrved by Mr. 
Iiockey in his treatife of education, that thejy whj» 
are very loofsy havfi feldomjlrong thoughts. 

Behold here, O curious readcr,*^ a full and 
\rue charadler of our prefqnt writers upon 
moft fubjeSs ! even becaufe they write with 
empty bellies, or with pills in their bellies 5 
»ud therefore our preachers and poets do con- 

feC 



JI Cordial for Low Spirit*. 6f 

'^ ia (heir produdtiooS) the flipperinefs of 
^cir guts* Lamentable cafe ! that, amongft 
^1 the legions of the learned, there is hard- 
ly to be found one fhrewd cojiive fellow, ex« 
ceptmyfel^ and my admirers ! 

This malady of the guts is alfo produdlive 
of pernicious effe£ts amongft ftatefmen and 
crowned headst Her late majefty took phy- 
£c that very day upon which {he figned the 
treaty at Utrecht ; and it was obferved that, all 
the while it was making, her minlftry went 
frequently to the little houfe. And indeed, it 
is well known, that, during the laft three 
years of her reign. Dr. Jriutbmt was 
conftantly about her, either by himfelf, oe 
proxy I that is to fay, either the phyiician, or 
the glider- pipe, was in daily pradice. The 
late Duke of Ormond was taken with a ftrange 
griping of the guts, when he was in Flanders^ 
which laded all the time he ftayed there, and 
was the untoward reafon why he deferted the 
allies. But, notwithftanding this, it is thought 
his late Grace would never have run away 
Irom England^ had not a light reverend foa 
of the mitre, for his own righteous ends, 
perfuaded him that he looked pale, and begged 
bim in all love to take a purge; he followed 
the ghojllj advice i and behold its operation \ 

the 
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the very next day he fiarted from his clo(^ 
floo), mounted his horfe, and galloped away, 
as fad as if "Jack Ketch had been at his heels, 
and never halted till he came to the pretendety 
who i^ himfelf a poor laxative knight as ever 
wore a garter, and has a court moft mifirrably 
afflidied with the bhody-flux. 

There is a conliderable king in Europe^ 
who has been troubled with agues, loofenefies, 
and evil counfellors for two or three years : 
at lad he was prevailed upon to take ajirin^ 
gtnts^ and turn ofF the Cardinal ; and now all 
is like to go well with him again. 

As to ourfelves ; God be praifed, we are 
blefled with a fet of able, coftive ftatefmen, 
who have not gone to ftool thefe three years, 
except as hereafter is excepted $ that is to fay, 

*when they preferred and and 

and ■■ ■ ■ and — — , cum multis aliis ; as alfo 

when they entered into a with • and 

— — £^r. as likewife when they declared that 
they had no intention to repeal . ■ ; a' 

alfo when they neglefted to ■ and — — and 
" " and — — and ■ and — and . ■ 

and ; as likewife when they contrived 

how to filence — ; as alfo when they 

quarrelled with •— — and «->— - and •—— ; as 

like- 
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Jikcwife when they formed •» fchcme to gam 

Tiich a vaft — *— ; as ^fo when they agreed 

to give -^ and ; as likewife when 

^hey were enteriag into a coalition and con- 

^rt with — *— and and : As alfo 

(^hen they encouraged — — and — and 

ind . 

Were I to go over all the items and txap^ 

imsy I fliould never have done ; and fo I turn 

ny foot into my firft path, and proceed with my 

UJfertation upon old women. 

To Queen James fucceeded another queen j 
[ mean he who was nick-named the confejfor^ 
ike king, like counfellors ! this fucking mo- 
narch got him a wife, and yet went ilill in 
eading-ftrings : Mother fFtUiam Laud^ and 
madam the Duke of Buckingham^ who had been 
lis father's miftrefs, were his governors, un^ 
Imited and uncontroulable. 

The kingdom grew afliamed and weary of 
?elng governed and oppreiTed by fuch a grizzel^ 
ind fo pulled her out of her elbow-chair^ and 
never fufFered her to fet her breech in it af- 
terwards \ though {he tried all means whatfoever, 
Tometimes fcolding, fometimes befeecbing, fome- 
times tricking, and fometimes hiring bullies to 
6ght for her. 
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After a long civil contention for liberty 
and dominion, which I pafs over in filencr^ 
becaufc it waa between nun and men^ wb^ 
do not belong to this my fubje£l; come we^ 
in the next place, to the riotous reign of^ 
X^een Sardanapalus the lid, who negiedcd 
God and men to drink French wine, and play 
with French harlots and lap dogs. There 
began then • to be a great decay of fobriety, 
virtue, and manhood ; and nothing triumphed 
but the excife, fornication, and the church. 

After a long reign of luxury and feminine 
weaknefles. Queen Sardanapalus departed this 
life, by the pious affiftancc of the priefts and 
her brother the Prineefs yames j who mounted 
the throne, and (hewed herfelf as errant an 
M wife as ever (hook a fcepter. 

She, ever (he had well broken the corona- 
tion oath, which fhe had not yet taken, ta« 
king into her ferious confideration the ob- 
vious infirmities of her fex and her under- 
(landing, put herfelf, the firft thing (he did, 
under the guardian(hip and abfolute diredlion 
of an old harlot at Rome^ famous for her (link- 
ing breathj and her treble night-cap. Then 
her majefty went on> like a creature fuperan* 
nuated, as ihe was> to play ftrange pranks, 

fomct 
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Aune ludicrous, and fome mlfchievous. She 
- woifliipped wafers^ pretended to devour her 
'Mediator, and claimed a right to eat up her 
People. No body would take her bond for a 
E<'oat; and fhe herfelf owned that her oath 
^aa not worth a rufh. As flhe was an old 
^oman herfelf, fo fhe afled by old womea ; 
^nd particularly, fhe got a jury of old wiveS) 
in long coats and coifs, to pronounce a ver- 
dift, that Jhi might lawfully and innocently do 
luhat mfchitf and wichdnefs Jhe would: and 
fo faid the facred fitters of the furplice ; 
alledging that every old gentlewoman, wear* 
ing a crown, had a divine charter from God to re* 
i^m\Atfatan as much as fhe pleafed. 

Queen James^ encouraged by all thefe fine 
fpeeches. Jet loofe his inclinations, and de* 
vilized with all bis might. But, as he waa 
driving furioufly over the life and limb of every 
fubjefl that flood in his way, without any rci* 
iiftance, which was prohibited by the convocation^ 
he unadvifedly galloped over a nejl of the way^ 
ward fijiers aforefaid, and took away the articles 
of their cluK This hurt and provoked them 
damnably. For, thougTi they are the mofl pa- 
tient creatures upon earth, when evil befals o- 
thers ; and will upon that occafion urge the 
fan^Vity of fubmiflion, with wonderful zeal ; 

yet 
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yet fuch is their mortal antipathy to fufFerinigs m 
their own perfons* that, upon any trial of that 
kind, they fcem to be the only people iipon the 
globe, to whom God has given leaft of the grace 
of refignation, 

Queen "James now found that this was their 
true fpirit. For, though they had themfelves 
pointed out to him the very high road to oppreffi- 
on, yet no fooner had he given ihem a royal 
gripe, but they fet uptheh* apoftolic throats, and 
yelled fo loud, that they were heard all over the 
kingdom,androLzed the multitude, from ^11 quarters 
to their affiftancej that very multitude, whom they 
had, a few days' before, been infatuating into 
the difpodtion and acquiefcence of flaves, 
they had now the art and the impudence to 
animate into rebels, in their own fenfe of the 
word. 

The manly part of the nation, and lovers 
of liberty, took advantage of the phrenzy of 
the prince, and the animofity of the wayward 
Jifters^ to frighten Queen James into a nun- 
nery, and to fet a king upon the throne j the 
only one th^ had feeo there, fince the days 
» of King Befs^ of manly memory. 

The wayward ftfters^ finding that they had 
now in reality got a king over them, and 
not a queen under them 5 which laft had been 
their lot and felicity for near a hundred 

yean ^ 
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rs ; and perceiving withal that the king 
jid not kneel to them, or put his power 

fcepter into their hands ; they grew dc- 
h outrageous and turbulent. The firft 
g they didy in their anger, was to vo'te 
nfelves forfworn j for, flap-da(b, they 
ped the king, at one pull, of his diving 
r, and made a prefent of it to the ex- 
ed Queen JameSj from whom they had 

rent it in their wrath, a month or two 
re. 

ut, in fpite of their craft, and difloyalty^ 
king kept his crown ; and, in fpite of his 
:y and merit, they preferved their averlida 
malignity. 

queen came next ; and, with her, prof* 
ty and a • ktngly government ^ for feveral 
3 ; which once more difappoihted and 
oked the wayward Jijiers^ who yelped as 
rly as ever ; but yelped unheard, till her 
fly grew old and into a refemblance of 
anceftors ; and then all things went topfy- 
jy, and the wayward JiJIers flourifhed and 
:ed, Butjuft as fhey were \v\ full cry ^ and 
expeftation of their hereditary old woman 

abroad^ the other at home dropped, before 
could bring it to pafs ; and the kingdom got 
7^ a fecond time, and flill keeps him, not- 

with- 
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vrithftanding all the flruggles, and redltioi!, 
and praying, and counter- praying, and preact* 
ing) and drinking, and lying, and fwearing) 
and forfwearing of the wayward Ji/ierSy in order 
to fend him home again. 

It is indeed agreeable to the ambition and 
felf-love of the wayward fifters to hate i/»|*; 
for a monarch that refolves to be a /nj;r,.wiil 
never put himfelf under the dominion of di 
womeriy nor gratify their fpleen : whereas 
when a queen reigns, the wayward fifim 
are all kingi. Behold the reafon of their pre- 
fent rage ! the prefent monarch does not touch 
their roaft, nor their boiled ; their fack, noi 
ihcir (hcrry ; their copyholds, nor their filer* 
fenu^ On the contrary, he gives them all good 
ufage and encouragement \ he prefers the worthy, 
and is not fevere to the worthlefs. But all this 
pUafes not the wayward Jifiers. They cannot 
impofe upon their prince, nor pifs upon the 
laws, nor opprefs the people, nor prey upon 
fcrupulous confciences, nor be forfwora with 
fuccefs. Thefe are their great grievances ^ or, if 
they have greater, I wifli they would produce 
them. If his majefty would but pleafe to con- 
defcend to their modefl: demands, and be led^ 
like their pupil, or driven like their property ; 

he 
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\a might make beggars or bacon of his fubjefts, 
^welcome: nay, divine authority would be 
bilicved, and fcripture mifquoted, to (Tipport 
l^inin it. But, as he behaves himfelf at preTent^ 
he will never be the favourite of the wayward 

I have thus, with great labour of body and 

Drain, fearched into the records of time, and 

given my attentive reader an edifying abftraft 

of univerfal bidory, of wh?ch I have fhewn 

iU. women to have been the principal heroes. 

If we look now into the difputes and tranf- 

a£tions between nation and nation, we fliall 

afliircdly find that they ever prevailed, or mrf- 

carried, according ' as they employed men or 

old women in the management of their affairs 

civil and military. 

And, not to go too far backward in this 
di£quiritioii, let us only remember with what 
a different fpirit and fuccefs the affairs of France 
were condu6lcd by that court forty years ago, 
from what the affairs of another court were, 
which fhall be namelefs : and the reafon lay 
here; the French miniffers wore beards, and 
the Britijh minifters wore petticoats ; choice 
guardians of the nation ! who, whilftthey were 
fupported in their avarice and merry-makings, 
from St. Germains^ cared not what became 

of 
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of their country, or of Europfj or of chriffi* 

anity. 

In the matters of peace and war, the cale 
IS juft the fame. In the laft war, for exam- 
ple, againft France^ a ntali general was em- 
ployed, and under him a race of ?nen ; and 
they hewed down all oppofitlon : neither ftone- 
walls, nor intrcnchments, nor numbers, nor the 
danger of the church, could (land before tbem $ 
nor could rivers or louis-d'ores retard their bra« 
very. They ftormed towns, they routed armies, 
they eat fire, and did every thing with a mafadint 
air: alas ! what were a hundred thoufand French 
girls, whether nuns or foldiers, in their handi? 
and, for half a fcorc marefcbals of France^ they 
confldered them as only fo many dancing ola 
women on horfeback, with feathers in their caps, 
and diftafFs in their hands, who never mifled 
being kicked head over heels, and fent to Paris 
to get their wigs new powdered j which yet did 
not mend the matter. 

It is thought, if the war had continued, that 
Madam de Maintenon would have headed the ar* 
my in Flanders^ and recruited it with feveral an. 
tiquated belles, and the nymphs of St, Cyr : 
this filled all the heroes at Verfaiiles with burning 
envy, and they all brigued againft her going : 
but it is thought that alf their politics would have 

failed 
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ed them, had they not luckily reprefented 
he grand monarchy who was every day grow«i^ 

hjs^ th,e Invincihle Louis^ who was every day 
Un^ the immortal man^ who was daogeroufly 
)f a ilAuIa ; that, if he made his old nurfe 
;eneral, he would have no body to attend his 
e hehbtd. This made great impreiSon upon 
1 ; and fo Goody Villars was appointed com- 
nder in chief, inftead of Goody Scarron. As 
n as (he came into the field, fhe gave out 
!ding fpeeches how fl^e would do feveral wo- 
nly exploits. But fhe was well paid for heir 
ting, and forced to run to fave her life. 
Phis was the unequal ftrife, during the 
rfe of the war, between fwords and diftaffs. 
t, when things began to look towards an ac« 
nmodation, the tables werfc quite turned- 
ince, which hitherto had fent old wives for 
rriors, appointed Now vigorous men for her 
jotiators : and another kingdom, which, to 

deathlefs glory, had employed Heross to 
^t, did, to its endlefs infamy, employ old 
men to treat ; wretched, toothlefs, impotent 

women, who, had their luck been of a iize 
th their brains, muft have borne the parifh 
Ige ! the lively and ingenious John of Lapland^ 
J the able and iiQcomT^\\0:i^dThomasLordSfellweH^ 

are 
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arc a brace of hopeful ftatcfmen ! and yet, with 
all their zeal and humble compliances, they 
had not the conunon capacity to fell the honour 
df their country, even after others had brought 
it to market for them, without the ai&ftance of 
prompters. 

To come now, towards the end, to fpeak 
of my own country, of which I have not hi- 
therto faid one word ; I am forry to fay, that 
the increafe of old women grows marvelloufly 
great amongft us. It is moreover grievous to 
ctmfider, by what heavy and contemptible in- 
flruments thijs fhameful change is wrought, 
lo ! our evil cometh from the dull heart of the 
city, and we are enchanted by a Jiupid kennel 
of Jlock jobbers J who cheat us out of our money 
and our fex^ and then fland godfathers to us, 
and, by way of tender derifion, chriften us 
Bubbles! 

Let us, my brethren and countrymen, either 
properly and patiently put on petticoats ; or re- 
fume our manhood^ and (hake ofF this fhameful 
delufion, this filthy yoke, put upon our necks 
by dull rogues from Jonathan's; plodding 
dunces ! who carry their fouls, if they have 
any, in their pockets ; and who, if you take 
them out of the alley^ have not the underftand- 

ing 
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^% of carmen, nor the agreeiblenefs of bi- 
«oos. 

I fhall conclude thii light paper with fome 
'Vim^ta of a grave nature, and dwell, for two 
*t three p^ea, upon a fubjeft which give* me 
^■ifiiute ddight } I mean, the prefent concord 
fcttweea St. Jamtt's and Ltiufitr-fyUs^ 
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AN 



E S S AY 

Upon the late Union of the 

Whig-Chiefs. 



THE reconciliation of our two courts 
is of fuch happy confequcnce to the 
nation, and the royal family, as muft be high* 
]y pleafing to all men, who love either. Diffe- 
rences of this kind are nothing rare ; but they 
generally have public ill confequences, and weak<» 
en the hands, and embarrafs the whtels of go* 
Ternment. I thank God, the late one has pro-- 
duced more coldnefs than violence, and more 
talk than terror. It is to be prefumed, that no* 
thing was done on either fide during the breach, 
ivhich may occafion painful pangs, or angry re-» 
flexions, now it is cured. I doubt not but the 
union is as iincere, at I wifh it lading* 

Though 
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Though I always looked upon the late mif* 

^uiderftanding as a great evil; yet, now it is 

pift, I do not know whether fome good may not 

^me of it. It will have ihewn the whigs that 

they are much miftaken, if, upon every fit of 

Spleen or difguft, they think to meet a refource 

*niong the tortes^ who are not ufed to give any 

^tiarter, much le(s fhelter, to men who will but 

Ptrt with a piece of their principle* He who goes 

^verto them, muft not go halting. If they have 

^ mind to go to Rtme^ or the pretender ; it is not 

enough that you do not oppofe them, or even 

that you wiih them a good journey : if you do 

Hot go along with them, and accompany them to 

the very lad ftage, you do nothing. A vote and a 

fpeech now and then will not ferve them ; they 

muft haive all your votes, and ail your fpeechest 

ocherwife you will never be loved nor trufted. 

It will alfo have taught the tories^ that the 
whigs^ however divided, are ftill too many for 
them, and can fubfift without fneaking compH* 
ances, or dangerous coalitions with them. There 
have been but few inftances, of late, where they 
have been fufFered to exert that fpirit of opprefli* 
on, which is infeparable from them ; and fewer^ 
I hope, of their being cfFcred feats near the 
helm. The principle of a whig^ and that of a 
Jacobite^ are fo oppofite and heterogeneous, that 
there can be no other mixture or comprehenfion 

£ 2 be- 
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between them, but that of the one's devouring 
the other. Every other projecSi: for reconciling 
them is madnefs or knavery, and there is not at 
prefent the leaft poflible pretence for it ; which I 
take to be none of the leafl biei£no;s attending the 

o o 

prefent agreement, 

Tlje whig intereft is again united, and, for 
aught I know, the more ftrongly for having 
been difunited. It is therefore a happy and an 
unexceptionable fcafon for doing all thofe ne- 
ccffary public-fpirited things., which are want- 
ing for the ^flabliihnient of tvhiggifm^ but 
which were prevented by the late rupture. I 
hope it will now be enquired, whether our uni- 
verfities are not the very finks of fedition, and 
of every wicked principle ; and whether, en- 
joying, as they do, at the nation's coft, eafe and 
abundance, they do not pay the nation, in re- 
turn, with dIfafFefled, flavifh doctrines, and 
poifoned youth. Let the univerfities remain 
but unpurged, and the Jacobites may fneer in our 
face at every other fcheme of ours for our fecu- 
rity. 

Princes are always refpeded abroad, in 
proportion to their ftrength at home. It 
is not to be doubted but this our domeftic unani* 
mity will raife our foreign credit ftill higher, 
and make the peace with Spairiy which feems 

to 
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irnger9 go on with greater alacrity and eafe ; 
ind it is reabnably hoped, that hereafter we 
tuJl be more upon the fquare with our good al!ies« 
Vxh in the adminiftrations of war, and in the 
negotiations of peace, than our circumfiances 
l^ave hiiherto fufFercd us to be. 

I therefore congratulate my countrymen upon 
the prefent happy pacification and unanimity* 
^t will make us confiderable to our friends, and 
fcrmidable to our foes. It will enable us to 
*Vo^, proted, and cncourgge every public 
Principle j and leave us without excufe, if we 
'ifown or negleft it. It will render every oppo- 
tdon impotent, and every (hift and procraftina- 
ion fcandalous; It will ferve to fhew, whether 
^r paft omiffions and trimmings were founded 
spon real' weaknefs^ or fleevelefs pretences ; 
itnd whether we wanted power or inclinations 
to bid defiance to craft and corruption. Here 
are public grievances, and here is a call and 
an opportunity to redrefs them. Here are ene- 
mies in our bofom, and here is a fit occafion 
and capacity to quell and difarm them* - If 
we are in earneft, the fuccefs is fure. In this 
cafe to fucceed well is only to mean well ; and 
nothing but feliifh perfonal regards can obftru(9: 
the public good, which therefore, we hope, will 
not be obftruSed at all* 

We may prefume, that no man, who calls 
hlmfelf a wbig^ will make delay or difficulty, to 

£ 3 come 
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come roundly into every fcheme which will bring 
sidvantage to his country, and honour to himfelf \ 
we may particularly expefl that no man, wha 
bears that charadter, will oppofe or poftpone the 
fcouring of thofe nefts of pedants, who fill the 
kingdom witli locufts and difloyalty \ who, by 
their execrable pofitions and example, have 
difTolved all the ties of conference, and common 
honefty ; who have fan<5tified the . hellifli fin 
of perjury, and tacked fame and reputation X» 
fedition and rebellion. They have been hctv-* 
ing at our conftitution, railing at liberty, civil 
and religious, and poifoning the nation time 
out of mind : fo that I cannot fee how we can 
any longer negledt putting a fiop to this popu- 
lar contagion, without giving up the firfl law 
of nature, that of felf-prefervation and felf-dc'^ 
fence. 

The profpeft I have of the cure of this 
great evil gives me joy, as the continuance 
of it has often given me fadnefs ; and I amufe 
myfelf with the certain expectation of a new 
and agreeable fcene« What I have faid may 
probably appear warm language ; but it is en* 
tirely the effect of public fpirit, and of my 
own privatejudgment. God knows, I have no pei;- 
fonal animofity toward^ thefe men^ who^ as to 

their 
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their morals, deferve pity ; and, as to their 
gcniu* and produ^ions, arc below contempt : 
and, as to their income and clrcuntHanccs, no 
body envies thera their plenty and idlenefs \ nor 
zre we demanding a rerormation of gluitony 
and lazinefs. All that we contend for is, the 
taking away of their flings \ we will tolerate 
them to be drone), but cannot allow them to turn 
«ur WQlld upfidc down. 
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P R EF A C E» 

j/fS the ch^raSiefs and defcrtpthni 
-^-^ in this lit tk treatife are intinded 
for a piSlure cf one fet of men onfy^ 
vfBo have difiinguijhed ihemfehes ai 
much by their uncommon praSiices 
and portions y as I have done by this un^ 
common apology ^ I may reajbnably hope 
that none will rail at it, who are not hit 
by it. Thereforeyif any gentlemen pleafe 
to take it ill that I have publified thtit 
pourtraitures, / am ready ta thank 
them : their anger will be my defence ^ 
and it will be fufficient for the jjujlifica'- 
tion of my copy^ that there are really 
fuch originals^ T!hey have long fat for 
their piSture^ and the features are fo 

E 6 firong 
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Jirong and oivious, that it ivasfcdfCt, 
pojjible to mifs them. If they appear 
frightfuU now they are drawn, the fault 
is not in me. 

How amiable is the character of s 
clergyman, when it is notjiained by the 
wearer ! and every good man will ho* 
nour that minifter who does not difhonout 
himfelf. That there are Jiill many fuch 
is my pleafure ; that there are. not more, 
is my concern. 

I added an explanation of t bis ^ kind by 
way of pofifcript, to tjoe fecond edition, 
and, have, prefixed it as a preface to the 

third, If may he necejfary to the wilful 
and the we^k,^ 

The guejfesywhich have been made ar 
bout, the author i give me occqfion to der 
clare to the^ world, that my name never- 
yet was in print*.. 
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[T is furprizing what fublime confequenccs are 
produced by the humbleft inftruments. One 
would think that brafs is a metal void of 
omelinefs and merit, either in colour or fmell ; 
nd yet a fuitable portion of it, placed conveni- 
ntly upon the forehead^ docs frequently entitle 
bf bearer to the higheft ftations in church and 
\2Xc* It often makes a hold figure at the head of 
regiment, and often commands attention at the 
ouncil table. In WeJimin/ter-^Hallix is Ibud, and 
berefore fuccefsful \ and, iti parliament, popular 
ind perfuaiive, for the fame reafon. And then 
gain, if you take it in another capacity, it ftill 
larries all before it. Thomas a Becket was arch« 
)i(hop of Canterbury^ zs have been fince feveral 
)tber good doctors of equal meeknefs and me«» 
it, whom my fear of giving offence \itt^% me 
Tom mentioning ; and, at this very time, a 
:ertainfl^£/?tf//W gentleman*, who fhall alfo be 
lamelefs, is cardinal of a great church f be- 
twixt Newgate and Tyburn. 

O catholic 
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catholic brafs, manifold are thy virtue* 
I admire thy intereft, though I never felt tb'J 
frieadfhip ; an obftinate fellow, one Mode/^J 
by name, never fuffering me to make acquaint ^ 
ance with thee. Thou fortunate favourite C^^ 
the court and the caflfock, many a fair lad^^ 
haft thou vf^on, and many a fair poft enjoyed ^ 
powerful alfo is thy force in argument : hxm^^ 
invmcibly haft thou fupported the divine righC^ 
of kings and clergy, their unbroUn iucceffion^^ 
and unlimited power, to the utter confufion oi 
tommBTi fenfe, and the Bijhop of Bangor^ 

But to proceed ' with the mighty events that 
arife. from contemptible caufes ; every body has 
heard that the famous Sir John Whittington^ at 
his firft fetting out in the world, had no great- 
er cargo than a homely tabby cat^ and (he too^ 
like other mortal merchandize, fubjeft to tare 
and tret. But ihe proved a mighty hunter ^ and, 
by her teeth and reputation, promoted her 
fellow traveller to the chief poft in the chief 
city. And thus, to draw a moral from the 
ftory, the deJlruHion of rats became the generation 
fif a knight and a lord may or . 

1 have heard, in foreign countries, of a 
fiefliy-headed chamber-maid^ who, from pinning 
her miftrefs^s rump^ got aftride three nations^ 
and rode them almoft out of breath 5 for ihe 

wa» 
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Was corpulifit^ and, for the moft part^ had a 
jPmt in bif bead. 

Even the great Virgil became a courtier by 
being a farrier; and a tafjltr'^ has been the 
elements of znamhajfadar. 

Arts and fciences themfelves have had their 
li^irth from trivial chance. Mufic, as 'fweet 
^ girl as (he is, had a dirty anvil for her mo^ 
%her, and a bafe-bom hammer for her father^ 
^nd was midwifed into the world by a footy 
T)Iackfmith« And aftrology derives its genea- 
logy from cow-keeping, the Cbaldean herdf'* 
men having, while they looked after their 
flocks, grown familiar with ibi fiar$. Thus 
Venus had her water firft watched by ruftics, 
who, one would think, could have neither y!^ 

fideni truding nor capacity for pimping > but 

the mijl elegant arts were rude in their beginr 
nings. 

A frioTj whilft he was boiling up a balfani 
for a broken (bin, ftumbled upon the genera* 
tion of gun-powder, which was therefore con* 
ceived in the womb of a gally-pot, made pregnant 
hy a prie/l. 

The great Pope Sixtus the fifth owed his tri- 
ple crown to the keeping of pigs, and from a 
meail fwine -herd mounted till he came to be 
chief of another herdy fiill preferving an ana» 
kgy between bisfirjland lafi mployment^ 

The 
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The great Tomplon had never made watches^ 
had henotfirfl made hob- nails. 

All this wafte of learning, which, in otbif' 
hands J might fill many books^ may ferve tCX 
introduce the manner and motive, by which ^ 
came to be an author. Know then, cumu 
reader^ that a fiationer in the city having, la 
week, irujled me with an inkhorn and thie a 
purtenances, I began immediately to make uf< 
of it, and, upon a trial of my genius^ I foun 
I could make as good a figure in print as fom 
other famous writers, whpfe merit is bejl known, 
to them/elves. 

My firft attempt was upon the witty and 
voluminous Mr. Mift^ the journalift, becaufe 
I would begin with fqmething fignal at my firft 
fetting out. I found his paper, after moch 
fearch in a blind ale-houfe, near Hockly in tht 
HqU. Having met my rival for fame, inflant* 
ly I drew my pen^ and, by feveral holdjlroket 
upon his margin^ difcovered plainly that fenfe 
and modejly were not his feconds^ for they, both 
proved mine. But, for all this dreadful enmity 
between us, I will candidly own that the Jev)$^ 
for whom he lately drew up an inimitahU peti- 
tion, have alrnoft as good a title as himfelf to 
one fort of advancement in a chriflian commons' 
wealths My antagonift would certainly fill a 
p^Ucular taiifofty which is empty oftener than 
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* Jbould be^ with becoming merit and juftice^ 
iut fee, how thcfc parfons run away with /r/- 
^erments {xon\ the laity ! This very poll- is, I 
am told, conferred, for the prefenty upon a ^z- 
'•//w yj« of the churchy who has canfcientioujly 
^mjerved it. 

Behold, it/W reader ^ a fr«/ and full account 

^f the origination of this admirable pamphlet, 

f heaven fpare me my life and my inkhorn^ 

t is likely I may fwell into volumes, as divers 
\xA iiindry ufeful writers have done for no bet- 
:er reafon. 

-Having thus fucceeded beyond expetfVation. 
.n my firft eflay, I am emboldened thereby to 
in undertaking equal, if poffible, to my laft, 
and, from the defence of Mr. Mifl, I intend to 
pafs, perhaps naturally enough, to an apology 
For the reverend farfon Alberoni^ who, by the 
bigh ftation he enjoys, of vice^roy over the ^king 
^f" Spain, h become the mark of much unrea- 
fonable envy. T^is ta(k of mine will lead 
me to open and j-iibty the grounds and com- 
mendable aims of the flour ijhing trade of 
prie/lcraft^ for which 1 promife myfelf the 
pious thanks of the convocation, the next 
time it fits, 

I hope I (hall need no excufe fdr the (harp 
thin?!:^. which my zeal for the church and the 
cardinal will tempt me to utter. 
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As to the trifling charge againft my cUiPit^ 
that he has commanded bis pupil^ to break through 
faith and treaties, and furprize his neighbours^ 
though it be very true, there is nothing at 
all in it. I behold with fhame the ignorance 
of niankind, as to what pajfes daily mmongji u$^ 
Do we not all know that oaths and obligations, 
when they are fo faucy as to fetter the catholic 
pleafufi or profit of the clergy, are ever broken 
through by the whole body^ with great fortitude 
4ind unan'mity ? Nor is there any malignity in 
this convenient piece of wickednefs ; for the 
moft damnable fin ceafes to be fo, as foon as tbt 
prieji has unchrijlened it^ and fucked out its 
venom with a Saho : when he has done this^ 
as a godly cafuift finely obferves. Licet ante pH^^ 
laverint ; jam non peccant .*^ that is, the miofl 
grofs fmners are now innocent ^ being undamned bf 
the prieji. 

This ought to be meant of the laity ; for as to 
the. clergy, who are the avowed porters of hea^ 
veny and comptrollers of its power and keys, and 
treafurers of its wrath and mercies, I cannot 
conceive they (hould be at any time in an un- 
fanflified flate, let them do what they will. To 
us indeed, who being laymen, and only the 
beajis of the people j fee no further than the ex- 
ternals of things, a parfon may appear a very 

fad 
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fad fellow^ and tainted with that which, in one 
tf another clothy might fcem great Icwdnefs. 
fiut alas 1 they have an indelible charaSfer which 
confecrates all their actions, and is the fpiritual 
fah that keeps the corruptions of the clergy from 
Jlinking. 

It mzj perhaps be not unbecoming my pre- 
fent de(]^n, to enquire a little in what nook 
or quarter of the prieft this indelible charaSiery 
conveyed by ordination, lurks; and I think It 
is evident it cannot lodge in the caflbck or 
habit, fince the fame has been often worn by 
lay-girls^ who, being only companions to the 
holy priejl in their labours and exercifesj could 
not pretend to take orders, or be ever injli^ 
tuted and inducted. 

Korean i)i\s ejfential and unalterable fpot reiide 
in the carcafs of the prieft. For when a Le« 
vitc has been malicioujly tojjid off a beam^ and 
expired for want of footing, or died a natural 
death of debat(chery^ or in any other manner 
worthy of himfelf it has never been known that 
the faid carcafs forgave fins, or executed any 
other branch of the ecclefiajiical office. For it 
is remarkable, that when a parfon is dead, he 
lies as quiet and peaceable as another body^ 
which is a confutation of a point generally be- 
lieved, namely, that a prieft is mver a good 
neighbour. 

J would 
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I would not have it alledged that the aboir^'*' 
named Jlain of priifihood (ticks, like bird- 
lime, to the foul of the Dofior, when th^ 
fame has given his body the flip, or that he 
keeps his orders^ when he has loji his organs* 
Profiine wits will make a jeft of a ghoji /« 
orders^ and, looking upwards^ be furprized to 
find a prieji in a place where no one would expeS 
him. But let fuch a fcoffer be anfwerable for 
his own mirth, I am fure I have a very god 
meaning. 

However, though this indelible charaSfer muft 
for ever remain a profound myflery to me^ who 
emi but an uncircumcifed lay-man^ and though I 
am in duty bound to know what I cannot under* 
Jland \ I have ftill fomething further to fay in 
defence of my favourite cardinal^ his leaping 
over oaths, which, as I have already proved , 
cannot tie down a church-man. 

Archbifhop Laudy befides his taking and ten» 
deling oaths with an tsfr. vfYiioh fome weak fit* 
natical minijiers wrould not fwallow, and were 
therefore, like filly fellows, unworthy of their 
cloth and order^ undone, becaufe they would* 
not be forfworn ; I fay, befides this eflay of 
his perjury for the good of himfelf and the- 
church, he and the king obliged the clergy of 
icotUmd to fwear to a canonical conformity to a 

Kturgy; 
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''gy> a year before it was made. And I 
^^^^ read of a monarch, a glorious chitrcb* 
^^^y for whom, once a year^ many godly re- 
^'lings and falfhoods are uttered, and many 
'handkerchiefs wet, who, befides many other 
inllances of his fmccrity and devotion, fwore 
to the efpoufals of one lady, while he was cn« 
gaged by heart and hand to another whom he af- 
terwards married. 

What I would from hence infer in favour 
of my client, is, that, if a popifli prince and 
a popifh prieft have as good a right to be for- 
fworn as an Englijh catholic prince^ and an 
Engltjh catholic prieji, the cardinal and his pupil 
ftand juftified. 

You muft own, reader, a monopoly of per- 
jury is not publicfpirited — -I do not indeed 
envy any of our own clergy their full Jhare^ who 
may have been trading that way \ but to cngrofs 
the whole commodity would be unfair trafficking. 

But to go on wiih my apology ■ Kingt 

are accountable to none hut God^ and ^ the priejis 
to none but themfelves. As this principle is ex- 
actly agreeable to the pretenfions and practices 
of the church in all ages, I would be glad to 
fee that daring infidel, who calls it in queftion. 
The lay-world may make oaths, and take 
them> but, fo long as their force depends upon ' 
u, the 
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the pleafure and explications of the clerg/i 
they win be but of fmall fervice to manluDd. 
I will vouch for the priefts, that they always 
fcorned to be barred by the trifling regards of 
confcience and fwearing, from the mmre catUh 
purfuits tf their pleafure and power ; and hif- 
tory; both ancient and modern, will vouch for 
me. I will give inftances. 

When the prince is hard-hearted enough to 
humour the church-men, by oppreffing and 
plundering the laity, and politic enough to di* 
vide the fpoils with theniy then it is damna* 
tion to redft him, becaufe he has a divine right 
to be mifchievous to all men but themfelves: 
But if his majedy is fo ill advifed, as to pro- 
voke their rage by his benevolence to man- 
kind ; or, if by a fchifmatical adherence to 
truth and liberty, he fruflrate their hopes of 
making him a go(^d church-mariy the church 
grows prefently in imminent danger from vir- 
tue and moderation, who are notorious dijftn-' 
ters from orthodoxy \ then it is little better than 
damnation not to refift him, ar.d woes are de* 
flounced again/} the fearful hearty and the weak 
hand. 

As to his prefent majefty, there arc thofe of 
the clergy, who have forfworn to be true and 
faithful to him, over and over, and yet do not 
ta much as pretend they mean anj^ fuch mat** 

ter. 
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Ti They fay they muft fwear or ftarve, which 
a confeffion that they would rather be damned 
lan faft. What a tribe of fimpletons were 
le martyrs in all ages ! their heterodox notions 
Mde them erroneoufly prefer their fouls to 
leir bellies, and even to their lives — And 
et they had a ftronger plea for conforming to 
lolatry and perjury, as death and tortures 
re fomewhat more frightful than bare depriva- 

n .■ But now-a-days, by univerfal cofh- 

ffity tithes bear a higher price than confcience 
*i any market in Ertgland. 

In Edward the fixth's time, the clergy, to 
bew tbemfelves true conformifts, forfook their 
arlots and the mafs, and were, to appearance, 
econcilcd to one woman and the new teAa- 
ncnt. In queen Maryh reign they abandon* 
d the gofpel and their wives, and re^became 
rtbodox catholics f and, to prove it, grew godly 
turners of- all that had either a confcience Or 
h bible. Upon queen Elizabelh^s acceffion to 
he throne, they once more, like conformable 
riends to t hem/elves ^ forfwore and complied, 
nd afterwards plotted and rebelled. But .her 
eign proved long and glorious. And indeed 
Mne, who have not that reverence for the 
[own, which they ought to have, are of opi- 
lion, that U is a certain fymptom of happy 

times. 
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times, when the priefts run mad and cabd ; 
for, fay they, while the people are fuffered to 
enjoy their own, the clergy can have no plun- 
der ; whereas, in a general oppreffion, the 
.prince and priefts generally divide ftakes— ^ 
They add, that wolves and ravens never fare 
heft but where there are mod carcafles. But 
thefe things ought not to be fpoken ; and, 

I wonder how any man in his fenfes dare 
fay fuch difrefpeSful things of the effiars rf 
God Abnighty's revenucy who alfo are a board 
of commiiHoners for managing his power, or 
rather their own power, by his miniftration. 

In the budnefs of excommunication, for in« 
fiance, do we not fee their Maker is made little 
better than their executioner^ He is obliged 
not only to ratify their fentence, but to deliver 
the perfon excommunicate into the fafe cuftody 
of Satan, their gaoler in comitgtu Hell. The 
prifoner, the while, not finding' himfelf a bit 
rcftrained h'j his crediting landlord, the devil^ 
goes to the court, and for a little money is 
abfolved, be his crime what it will, and this 
fentence alfo mujt be ratified in heaven, and 
the former unratified ; and the great God, as 
if he were the conftable of the court, muft 
lake the prifoner out of a goal where he ne- 
ver was, and from the cuflody of a gaoler 

whom 
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"whom he never faw, and re-inftate him in % 
trhurch which perhaps he never owned. Thus 
is the creator oF all things, and the giver of 
lall good, made the inflrument of their anger 
^nd avarice, and a property to bring them re- 
verence and money. 

Thefe things are not at all aggravated here, 
and yet the bare mention of them may fcem to 
«xpofe them ; but I mean no more by it than 
to ihew the wonderful and inconceivable power of 
the priejlhood^ who are as implicitly obeyed in 
ieaveny as they ougkt to be on earthy and have 
the upper and infernal world as much in their 
gift, as he has, who is the Maker of both ; 
nay, much more j for, as a reverend Doftor 
of our church has it, he hai given them his coni" 
mifjion to difpofe of them, and he cannot contra^ 
di£i himfelf They will not allow the King of 
Kings the ""common prerogative of pardoning a 
poor felon^ once in a feilions, without their 
confent, and then he mujl not be puniflied. 
How great and awful muft thefe men be who 
are thus abfolute over the ahfoluie^ and Rings of 
the King of Kings ! This may perhaps fecm to 
reprcfent them as no friends to monarchy, but 
this cannot be imagined, fince they themfelves 
are the monarchs of God and men. 

After all this omnipotence which I have 
proved to be in the clergy, where is the need 

Vol. I. f of 
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of believing in any other God, or of living m 
if there was one ? No, no, if you would be 
ahfolved and feme d^ believe in the prieft^ and live 
in the fear of the cajfock. What can be more 
handy than our having a forgiver and a Savi^ 
our in every parifli, befides deputy- par dmern 
and yourneymen^Saviotirs ? 

There is indeed an antient treatUe named 
fcripturey which, if we give any credit to it^ 
would be apt to ftagger this our faith in the 
clergy. It was of great repute at the refor- 
mation by a few Doftors, who, not knowing 
their own power, bafely facrificed the intereft 
of the furplice to that of chriftfanity. But 
their fucceilbrs, wifer than tfaefe old fellows^ 
and better church-men^ finding that the faid 
book was , pragmatical, and would be oppofing 
the policy and proceedings of their fociety^ 
tranilated all the reverence, which was former- 
ly paid to that venerable old book, to a book 
of canons, compofed on purpofe, as a rival to 
bring the other under difgrace, infomuch that 
it is now for the moft part condemned to the 
mean office of teaching children to read, A 
certain modern hijhop * has indeed done his ma^ 
licious part to reftore it to its prijtine regard and 
' dignity, but, as he is zealoufly oppofed by all 
the truly orthodox^ it is hoped by many he will 
aot fucceed* 
f^ Com* 

* Dr. Hoadly^ then biihop of 3atigori late of TFitichfiert 
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Commeod me to the German monk whom 
I have feen mentioned fomewhere, I think, by 
Monfiear Le CUrt. This ginuim frUft^ faith- 
ful to the intereft of his order, toM his p&« 
iiitents ia the godlinefs of his zeal, That thtre 
was a artain bc9k^ writ in Greek, called the 
new Uftanunt^ which was full of herejies ; and 
another certain h^k writ in Hebrew, calltd the 
pld tiftament^ whicb\ if they believed it^ wtstU 
make them alljtvfs» 

I would recommend the example of this monk 
to our ewn menJts, but thej have faved me the 
trouble. 

There is an outcry in the mouths of too 
many of the laity againft the clergy, which I 
think is very unreafonable ; they accgfe them 
of an implacable enmity to knowledge and il« 
lumiqation ; which is very true, and yet very 

juft. How often mud: thefe perverfe men be 
told. That learning and eyes in the laity are 
the greateft caufes of the contempt of the 
clergy ? Why fliould we be inquiring into 
points which ought only to be believed tho* 
roughly, but never underftood nor conceived ? 
Ic ought to fuffice us to knovi^ that the priefts 
know all things. This might at *firft have 
prevented diiTenters, and ought now to reclaim 
them. If we did but humbly and lazily fol- 
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low our guides, it would fave us much troubit 
mnd yet put them to n9ne. 

Befides, this charge is too general ; for the; 
are always willing we fhould read and under* 
ftand tUfe few texts that fpeak civilly of the 
prieflhood, and wifib, no douht, there were 
more of them. Nay, now and then they are 
fo courteous as to fplit a verfe in the bible 
with us, and, keepir>g one lialf to themfelves^ 
give us gcneroufly the other. For example. 
Bi wifi as ferpentSy and innocent as doves j is a 
text they feem very ready to divide with us, 
The barmleflhefs of the pigeon is at ourfcr' 
vice, but we muft not pretend to rob them of 
the y?r^^«/. 

The cunningeft fcrpent that ever was, I 
mean the devil in Milton^ compafTed the earth 
by night, and could not endure the enligbtenei 
Jide of the globe. 

5T&f fpace of /even continued nights he rode 
Jn darknefs.--^ 

How agreeable the policy of the arch-fiend 
is to the other gentlemen in blacky I need not 
explain —- Without doubt, the wifdom and 
good partSf even of the devil, are imitable* 
Who can blame them for hiding deformities 
and cloven feet? Should knowledge and the 

fcrip- 
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f^^nptures be let loofe againft the clergy, what 
"feadful havoc would they malce ! Thefe mer- 
^J^^fs informers would malce their reputation to 
^e only daub and varnijh ; and their wealth. 
Only hooty and plunder : For what would not 
fwo fuch bald libertines fwear ? Can we blame 
'^cnfor warding againft their mortal foes? 

For the fafety therefore of the parfons, ia 
^"Cir fortunes and charafters, I will confult 
^y intimate friends^ the two houfes^ about 
'topping the mouth of the bible, and the bi- 
*^Op of Bangor. This I hope, my friends 
^ill comply with, for I know they love to d9 
Popular thifjgSy and will be proud to pleafc the 
Convocation, 

I have been long thi;iking of a projefl to 
reconcile religion and the church to each others 
They were originally intimate fr lends ^ but at pre- 
fent they live at mortal odds* 

I would not fay one word, upon any con- 
Cderation, to pcrfuade the clergy to give chri- 
flianity the upper hand of their intereft, for 
I love them too well to affront them : neither 
would I have them afFright themfelves with 
my reconciling dejign abovementioned, for I 
have given it over as utterly impraSiicable : But, 
as i am their friend and apologift, I beg leave 
XQ recommend to them the removal of a few 

F 3 unpopular 



^ 



lot A Cordial fcr Low Spirits. 

unpopular qualities and practices, of which thej 
arc fond. And 

Firft, I would advlfe them to conceal that 
unprofitable propenfity which Is in them, to bum 
or ftrangle diflenters. Perfecution is certainly 
a laudable calling, when any thing h to be got byi 
it ; and, in fuch a cafe, I am not for robbing 
the clergy of their duei^ but at prefent there is 
neither gain nor credit in it : and therefore^ 
I befeech them, as they love themfelves, which 
is the ftrongeft motive my invention can dic- 
tate, to banifh this pennylefs^Spirit : the ma- 
lignity of the time has deprived them pf the 
power of doing catholic mlf chief and tnurdir for 
the welfare of the church. 

In order to pcrfuade them effcflually to clofe 
with this my advice, I pray the clergy notr 
to judge of other mcn*« confciences by their 
own. It would be really whtmilcal, in a few 
men, who are void of hearings to fet up for 
aefyufiing or retraining the laws of harmony ^ 
The pleafure of procreation is Greek and He- 
brew-/^ an eunuch \ and indeed to a creature that 
is gelty liberty of cod-piece mttft have a *oery odd" 
found. 

Another point, which feems wrong in them, 
is their ftiling themfeflves the ambajfadors of a- 
great Potentete, who^^ I am afraid, will not 

own 



A CcRDiAt for Low Spirits. ic-j 

9fvnihem. We all know thtlr inJiruSfions^ as 
myft'cal as they would keep thera, and I fear mc, 
were they examined by them, like many other 
Jtatefmen^ they. would be found too great to he 
good. Should the late Karl of Mar^ who hath 
given fome fhrewd fufpicions of his being for 
the Pretender, take it in his head to call him- 
felf King George'f amhajjador^ would not his 
pra(Elices, in fome Jmall meafure, bring in quef- 
tion his profeffions > The application is cafy ; it 
is only fuppofing the devil a pretender to the 
kingdom of heaven. 

There is, i^ a certain diocefe of this nation^ 
a living worijh about (ix hundred pounds a 
year. This, and two or three more prefer- 
mentS) maintain the doSIor in hecoming eafe 
and corpulency. He keeps a chariot in town^ 
amd a journeyman in the country ; and his cu- 
rate and his coach- borfes are his equal drudges ^ 
faving that xht four-legged cattle are better fed, 
and have Jleeker cajfocks than \i\% fpiritual dray- 
horfe. The do<Sor goes down once a year to 
Jheer hisflock^ and fill his pockets, or, in other 
words, to receive the wages of his ambajfy » 
and then, fometimes in an afternoon, if his 
belly do not happen to be too full, he vouch- 
fafes to mount the pulpit, and to inftru6): his 
people in the greatnefs of his character and 
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his dulnefs. This compofes the whole pariiL 
to reft \ but, the do6lor one day denouncing, 
himfclf the Lord's ambajfador with greater fire 
and loudnefs than could have been reafcnably 
cxpefted fiom him^ it rouzed a clown of the 
congregation, who waked his next neighbour^ 
with— D<?7? hear^ Tom, dcift hear? Ay, 
fays Totriy yawning, what does he fay ? Sajy. 
anfwercd the other, he fays a plaguy lye to be fuxi > 
he fays as how he is the Lords Humba£andof \ 
but I do think he is more rather the LorS^ 
Receivef -General^ for he never comes but to tak^ 
money. 

Six hundred . pounds a year is, modeftly ffeai ^ 
tnj, a competent fee for lulling the largeft con-^ 
gregatipn in England aileep once in a twelve-^ 

month, Such tithes are the price of nap-^ 

pingy and fuch mighty odds there are betweci^ 
a curtain tenure and a cufhion-l^Hure. 

The next piece of counfel I would give?" 
my friends in blacky is, that when they arc 
caught in a fmall crime, or fo, they would 
not always be throwing the blame upon a 
couple of civil perfons and good neighbours^ 
called ftejh and blood \ it is not fatisfadlory. A 
bear, when he is hungry, may eat up a good 
chriftian^ and give zsjlrong a reafon for it.— 

No, 
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^o, let them fin as they preachy and fcorn ta 
5II lis why or wherefore* 

Their ambition, of being fuch mar hinfmen 
3 the apojiles^ has like wife done them a dif* 
Indnefs*. A prieft may be a boon companion^ 
nd an admirable church' man j and yet not be 

bit like his ^oufm St. Pauk It is therefore 
or the honour of the clergy, that I would 
lave them drop their alliance with the faints : 
people will be making Jhameful comparlfom^ in 
vhich the gown, I ddubt, will' fufier ; for 
Lnow all men, by thefe prefents^ that railing z% 
he government, and undermining it, and 
•he contempt of temperance and oaths., with 
!>ther modes that are now orthodox, were not 
%poJlolical virtues in former days : and whereas 
bumility, meeknefs, patience,, brotherly love 
SMid charity, are, at this d^y, every mother's 
fon of them,, dijfenters and fchifmaticSy the 
fame were in fome fmali repute many hundred 
years ago» But what is that to our prefent 
apo files ? 

I often amufe myfelf with confidering the 
greatnefs and multiplicity of the charac- 
ters belonging to the orthodox clergy. The 
roeaneft reader of them is a kinfman to the 
apoftles, and our faviour's lieutenant, and 
door-keeper of heaven and hell^ and the 

F S creator 
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lifeatdr of Chriftian*, and the forgttrer. of fifls^, 
and a trumpeter, and a watcbmaa, and a jour«> 
neyman, and -— (I am out of breath) an am- 
bidTador. 

But, as great trrt^ as they are, it is hard, me- 
ihinks, that an> honeft lay-man,, when he diesi 
cannot ftep up ftair$^^ without a ticket from an 
ambaflador, who is perhaps a-bed, or out oE 
humour, or taking bjs bottle or his girl^ uA. 
the like. 

My friends, the ambafladors have another: 
cuftom too, which favours not fo much of the 
ferpent as it ought id da» A man ca(nnot grow, 
eminent for hia knowledge and writings, liut: 
forthwith, the ambaflador^ grow fearful of him,, 
and cry atheift at him* This I would pray 
them to forbear. I own I have my own ends. 
in giving them this wholefomc admonition ;, 
for, to tetl it to my dear friend^ the worid^ as a^ 
fecret,. which I dcfire may go no further, I bo-,, 
gin myieif to be more than appreheniiv< of the 
charge of aiheifm^ againft me. 

The church-men have, moreover, found it 
for their intereft, time out of mind, that moft- 
of their foes fhould drink a bumper to Behi-- 
bub next their heart every morning: Now, ^ 
declare I am not at all acquainted with the 
d<evil, and I deiirc* the ambaiTadors, if be 
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fiiould tell them the contrar)r, not to credit 
him f for, whatever they may think cf it, he » 
a fad lying fellow. - 

Mr. Loch^ 1 grant, gave -them fuffioient 
caufe to abufe him, by his fp^aking well tf Im* 
man under ft anding^ and explaining the fcriptures*. 
But, for myfelf, I <vow «nd proteft, upon the 
word of an author^ I never yet did the clergy 
tiie leaft ill afficej by teaching mankind either 
reafon or religion : I confefs, I love theiti botk 
well enough to merit the charaSier of an infidel^ * 
"but I Iceep my affedion to piety and trtUh, to 
mjrfelf, for fear of provoking the amhajfadors^ 
they being engaged in another inUreft* 

I, who am their apologift, mufl own, it is- 
not without reafon they look afquirft upon hu« 
inanity, and ufeftil knowledge, and moderati'- 
en, and the like lay-virtues^ A man that 
wants legs, would certainly think himfelf in?- 
fulted and reproached, fhould a pragmatical fel- 
Jow take it in his bead to be dancing and cutting 
tapers before him. Folks that hav£ no ieethy do' 
not love cruft. 

But, notwithftanding all thefe friendly coik 
ceffions of mine in favour of the ambajfadorsy 
I muft fiill pray them, for the future, to keep 
dfiir athiifm to themfel ves, though they may have a 
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great deal of it to fpare. For, while there are 
a few left, who make bold to believe there is 
another God bejides the clergy j an adherence to 
fcrtpture and common fenfe will not fail to be 
approved by manyy and would be by more^ were 
it thought confiflent with the dignity and di' 
Jigns of the ambaf&dors, to permit the common 
people to return to their fenfes. 

But this, alas f is not to be expe£led, fo long 
as judgment and underftanding are fb apparently 
cppoiite to the rights of the church. 

The Roman clergy are juflificd in keeping 
the laity in fiibjedlion and ignorance, by a 
bold pretence to infallibility : whereas our 
priefts, equally bold, butlefs reafonable, would 
make us flaves and blockheads, and yet cannd 
give us a reafonpr it. It is confefled they have 
a certain hard word, one orthodox^ which is 
their friend at a pinch, and ferves them on all 
occafions, for a ready anfwer to every objec* 
tion.. But this fame orthodox, though \t fully con^ 
vinces many good church -men^ yet hath loft its ori*- 
ginal mcaiiing^ and, for many ages, fignificd 
either every thing, or nothing. Indeed, when 
the church hath her hands unhound^ orthodox 
is a word of high importance, and conftantly 
fignifies the pillory and wbipping-poft> and the 

church 
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church that hath thefe reforming mgims of its 
Bde, is, of courfij the nwft apoftoUcal. 

This orthodox has likewife been compelUd to 

mean feveral othtr meanings^ upon fever al occa« 

Eions. Sometimes it is an altar^ and fometimcs 

a book of canons ; fometimes a convocation, 

and fometimcs a mob ; U is this minute a bi* 

£hop in his throne^ and the next a tithe- pig, 

Now and then it is flavefy and unlimited loy<- 

alty, and prefently it is fedition and rebellion, 

wthout referve. It is a tyrant when a mafter, 

and an incendiary when a iervant, and either 

plotting mifchief, or adling it. When it is a 

doSor, it ai-gues by ftrong hand, and, as ill as 

it likes the bible, it would keep it all to itfelf. 

When it is. in adverfity, it fnatches up the firft 

remedy that comes to its hand,, lawful or un-^ 

lawful : but to others in the fame circumftances 

it recommends prayers, and tears^ efpecially 

when they are to no purpofe : if you give it all 

it a(k$, it will perhaps feem contented ; but if 

you (hew its hated foe, moderation^ the leaft 

countenance, it will fpit in your face, and 

call you fon of a vi^hore : for, whatever dif- 

guife it appears in,, it is very apt to be in a 

paffion, and call names ; nay, if its hands ar€ 

Dot tied, it will bite and fcratch, and kick, and 

fling, and bounce and belIow> and knock dowii 

all 
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all that come near ft, unlefs they fwetraUoeifjr 
oath, they are for the church. 

But, as ufeful as this orthodox is to the clergy, 
it will never juftify them, in the opmion of 
impartial judges, for marking ttie beft find moft 
elevated fpirits with the brand of atheidn •; 
virtue, learning, and humanity, will find 
itiends in fpite of orthodY>xy, and many of 
the laity will live in the fear oF God, let the 
dergy take it ever {o ill ; and others will be 
Jbvers of truth and mankind, at the hamri 
Y»f being bated by die church. 

I muft now have fome talk with my -friendfli,. 
^e ambafladors, upon another point, and that 
Is their daim of divine right to every thing 
which they have a mind to call theirs* 

It is certain the monks acquired moft of their 
pofleffions by fuch means and arts as would 
have been fcandalous and diabolical, had they 
been pradifed by lay-men* But ckrks only. 
have the facred privilege of tricking and playing 
the devil for the profperity of the church. Now 
thcfe pofiei^ns of the monks, though forfeited 
to the crown by the law, for having l>een fraur- 
dulently got^ and unjuftly kept, to maintain la* 
zinefs and debauchery, are to this hour claim-^ 
ed by our prefent monks^ as the undoubted fuc- 
ceiTors of <hc other bald vermin^ in purity *f 
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d^Hrine and ofmanmrs. Thus aiming in every 
point to refemble thefe their pious predeceflbrs, 
they would willingly hold their lands by roguery. 
and divine right. 

The antient monks were ipuch more gener- 
ous and reafonable than the prefent/et i for they 
gave their bubbles an tquikjolent for their wealth 
^«^They would at any time jockey away a fmall 
tenement in Abrahanf^ bofom, for a rich ma« 
nor in England \ whereas our modern monh^ 
aotwitbflanding their avowed authority over 
l^eir maker, and his dominions ahove^^ are fo 
#inr Arom dealing like chapmicn, that, tn exr 
^ange for our pofieffions, tbey do not fo muck 
«8 offer us a little bargain in paradife* If the 
'fr§priet] of that ground be theirs^ they might at 
leaft tender a future cottage for a frefent palace, 
«nd the rather, becaufe by expeelence we know,, 
that, when we are at their mercy, tbey allow us, 
in this Ufty little dfe but dungeons, whips 
and cbafais, and the Me inducemtnis to reve- 
jttRce the prieflhood, who, for the good of our 
ffklsy 4ife our bodies ihody ilU And it cannot 
4e denied, when the ambajfadors are let loofe, 
they zSt as if they were, in truth, tbifcourges of 
God, by divine right* 

Now, I, their apologtft, do «arneflly per- 
Aiade the ambafladors to drop this claim. All 

the 
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the laics who read the bibleknow there is no- 
thing of It in that book, and they do not fee 
that the clergy live in fo good an underftand- 
ing and conformity with their maker, as to me- 
rit from him a grant of all the lands in England 
bv word of mouth. 

What they have by humanr right let them 
keep, and make much of it ; nay (to pleafe 
them) let them wrangle and go to law about it 
as much and as often as they will -—But this is 
% hint they do not want. A parfon's bull and 
his grey pad feed on tithe-hay and corn^ 
which is the provender of tbefe brutes by Di^ 
vine rights and yet I never obferved they grew 
feitter upon this divine food than a lay^iuU and 
a tay-fione horfe^ or were lefs addi£bd to ca]> 
nality and iewdnefs, 

I (hall fay nothing here of the iUvine right 
which doubtlefs the ambafTadors have to plura" 
lities and non^reftdence : Only by the by, fup^ 
pofe the earl of Stair fbould defu'e his majefiy 
to make him ambafTador to half a dozen courts 
befide that of France^ and undertake to execute 
all ihefe employments by his footmen^ 1 fancy 
his excellency would be roundly told. That 
difcharging an ambaffy by a curate is fuch a 
Soloegifm in politics as a lay-minifter muft not 
be guilty of^ 
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I now proceed to another catholic topic, 
'hich is run into prodigious luxuriancy and ir- 
-gularity j I mean the good art of lying for the 
hurch. I do not intend to debar the ambaja^ 
^^5 from their moft righteous and moft antient 
''aiTiice of martyring their confcience to their 
^flbck,, and venturing their precious fouls 
^gainft the dangerous and fonatical incroach- 
5ients of their old foe, tridhy which was ne- 
ver a friend to the trade of the tipptt. It is- 
to be wiihed, however, that their laudable zeal 
for this, venerable ufage were a little limited ^ 
and therefore that it may not grow ufclefs by 
ieing altogether boundlefs, as it is at this Day, I, 
h apologift for the church, prompted by pure 
ifFedtion, will make bold to lay down twa 
Zules to be obferved by the amhaffad^rs^ who are 
yars for the good of it,, as well as Sir H* JVooton 
vas for the good of the ftate. * 

And lirft, I implore them, as ihey love their 
"yrecious livings^ rot to fib out of the bible. I 
enow it is the hardeft thing in the world to 
>reak men of a long andjlrong habit, particu- 
.arly when they much delight in it \ but I prajr 
:hem to confider that the bible is the moft auk- 
^'ard creature under the fun at fathering a lye. 
ifou may eafily know when he is quoted for a 
alfehood, for, if you afk him, he will deal up-^ 

rightly 

* Sir Htnry Wooton defined ao ambafTador^ A man tkaxtytd 
«r tbt^gGodof bis country^ 
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rightly with you, and tell you the naked truti. ■'^ • 
It was a malicious thing of our anceflors, 
and a great blow upon the ambajfadors^ to 1^ ' 
teach this fireigner our Language ; for, ever 1^ 
fmcc he has been naturalixed and taught En^x^^ \ ^* 
he blabs out every thing he knows* . 

Goo-i dodlors, take warning from the 
wretched fate of a brother doSior^ * who, in aft" 
rious fit of zeal to deftroy his country, and 
fave the church, took a paiTage or two out o( 
the bible, that were not in it. Upon this fome 
unleavened lay-men^ who had a (ingular afitc* 
tton for the fcripture, but were bitter enemiet 
to the church, went and confulted their M 
friend the bible, who told them frankly, and 
like a neighbour, that this faviour of the 
church had befyed him ; and, after fpending fome 
moments in admirations of the do£(or's tVtnA 
of memory^ added, That the doSfor and he bqd 
never been, in the leaji, acquainted in all their 
lives. 

A fore Jiroke this upon our ambaffador, but 
it did not reft here. Thefc hard-hearted lay- 
men, preferring the reputation of an obfolete 
treatife to that of a modijh ambajfador, hung up 
the ftory at Wefiminjler-Hall, and then pub- 
lifhed it to all the world. Which dreadful 
ufage did fo provoke the meek ambaffador^ that, 

from 

♦ Dr, SacbevereL- 
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ffoin that hour to this, he could never endure 
'aw, or gofpel, or truth, or good manners ^ 
hut, being now both diftraded and hardened to 
* degree, he fwears and rails, and lyes more or 
*^s every day in the week, hut moft terribly on 
Sundays. 

fiehold the damage which accrues to the 
church from the aptnefs of the bible to tell 
Ules ! 

This boldnefs in us lay-animals^ or, as a 

^eat church -man f loves to call us, ^he beafts of 

tie people^ to meddle wUh knowledge, and^ 

ftady the %vordofGod^ is undoubtedly a (hamc- 

Ail infult upon the amhajfadors^ and a manifeft 

impropriation of their rights and profits^ But 

there is no help for it, the laity will, againfi 

M reafan^ be exercifing their reaforiy and 

judging in things which, though plain and necef- 

Jaryy ought to remain a prof ound my fiery . All 

this is the more intolerable, for that both the 

•prophets and apofties give a ver,y harlh and 

unkind chara6^er of our prefent orthodox tlergy. 

It is well for thcfe calumniators and low^church-^ 

men^ that they are dead.. 

Having now fhewed the amhajfadors that it 
is by no means fafe, even when the church is 
in the greateft danger, to lye for its prefervatioa 
out of the holy fcriptures^ which arc ever hack*- 

ward to own and vindicate the caufe of the 

caffock 

\ Mr, Lcflcy^ 
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ia£ick ; I proceed to give them a rule to ly^ 
by, when tbcy fetch their falfliood^out of their 
own heads — And it is only this, to ly^ with 
probability. How many a glorious catholic for* 
gery has been murthered by making it too ca-^ 
thoUc^ that is, too monftrcus ? What pity it ifl> 
there fhould be any excefs in piety and good 
works ! 

In the time of the late rebellion I dined,» 
by accident, at a gentleman's houfe in the 
tveft^ who made no fecret of his being a Ja- 
cobite, or, as he explained it, a true church^ 
mam The parfirtj I found, was gone to the 
next village to cater for news» and, being 
impatiently cxpedled by the Efquirc, arrived 
juft as we were fitting down to dinner, //'i//,. 
dodtor, fays his worfliip, What is the word? 
MAR, MAR, Sir, replied the doflor, 
lyhatjhould it be ? Here all the family chuckled^ 
perceiving the gOiod -man had got a packet 
that pleafed him. However, before he broached 
his beft news, he let us know that king George 
(to whom he gave another name) had got a 
guard about him, confifting oi five thoufani 
Turks, and ten thoufand prejhyterian parfons, 
Thefe /// tidings made madam figh for the 
church, and therefore the doctor haftened to 
tell her better* Come^ madam, fays he, hold upy 

daf 
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^QJ dawns in the norths the brave Mar has iwd 
hundred thoufand Highlanders well armed and 
PHncipledy to ferve your lady/hip and the church ; 
^nd three hundred and fourfcore great French 
!fhips of 'K^dLT were this morning feen making 
towards Portfmouth. The lady thanked God 
^ith an ejaculation, and his ambajfador with a 
glafs of {herry. iTe then proceeded to aflure 
Us, That the Duke of Argyle'i army had dcferted 
to a man^ and that his Grace hifnfelf ivas fed in 
a poor fijfhing'boat to Greenland, or fomewherc, 
far away ; that his mnjefty had ftole away from 
St. James' J, and was not to be found high nor 
Jow \ and that the duke of Marlborough^// his 
thumbs^ and looked as pale as a/hes. This great 
news procured the ambajfador the other glafs of 
flierry, and madam clapped the other cuftard 
upon his plate. He then aflured us, of his own 
knowledge, that the duke of Berwick had^ on 
fome occajion or other ^ given the earl of Stair a 
terrible box on the ear^ and ordered him to leave 
the kingdom in three hours^ on pain of being put 
in the ftocks, A brave man this duke of Ber- 
wick, fays a booby at the parfon*s elbow, the 
Squire's eldeft fon. Ay^ fays the parfon, and. 

Here is to Berwick the bold^ 
And may his Grace live to grow old. 

He 
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He went on in this wantonnefs of fancy> and 
lyed and rhimed beyond all bounds. The 
'/quire fqueezed him by the hand, and put his 
health round, and I faw nothing but mirth and 
gaiety. For myfelf, I laughed with the r^ft^ 
and owned the ambaffador^z news to be wonder^ 
ful ftrange* *He was afterwards very arch upon 
a brace of Turh^ and a garden of turnips 
that he planted in his majefly's bed- chamber. 
But as he was going on with his news and ca- 
lumny, and jufi Jhipping off the royal famly^ 
for whom he had provided a lodging fome- 
where in Holland^ an honed gentleman came 
in with the printed account of both the batik 
of Preftoriy and that of Dumhlain\ for, living 
far from a poft-town, he had his letters but 
once a week. The amhajfador was inftantly 
taken with an occafion to make water, ^ and 
left both his news and his cuflard unfinilhed. 
But I told the gentleman the wonders the 
dodlor had told us^ and he (hewed us the mon<* 
ftrous impoffib-Hty of ihem ; which had fo good 
an efFe<5^, il at though he continues his trade 
to this day, and lyes as fervently as ever, efpe- 
cially from his wooden fanSfuary^ yet the per- 
verfe people uncharitably refufe to be any longer 
his rogues and zealots ^ whereas, iefore this 
his unhappy detection, he could fet them a 

railing. 
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•"ifllng^ and fwearing, and mobbing, at his 
^^ijlian plea/ure. It is true, many of the good 
^omen are flill his believers and conformlfts ; 
^Ut this is afcribed to a cauje not quite fi fpi* 

Take warning, O reverend amhajfadors^ from 

^H« forlorn mifcarjriage d this your blundering 

^^ethery who, tranfported with orthodox zea/^ 

^^rried a well-meaning lye beyond the bounds 

^f likelihood, and has thereby utterly difabled 

^Vimfelf from ferving the church and his order^ 

as long as he lives—- Better, oh better he had 

been a bed that inaufpicious day, though with 

iis handmaid y as ufuaL 

Not fo the artful and eloquent father Francis^^ 
who holds forth a lye, and weeps over a lye, 
with a praife- worthy cunning and dexterity. 
He drefles up the pretty puppit fo amiably, all 
at the coft and charges of his own fancy^ and 
•laments over it fo movingly, that there is not 
a dry eye, nor a dry handkerchief, in the whole 
congregation. The tears and rage of his 
Jhearers are equally in*his power ; the whole 
.order would, no doubt, envy him, were he 
not, though -greatly lewd, an excellent church^ 
Man. 

He was once raifmg the pity of his hearers, 
for a hopeful^ unfortunate young gentleman, 
who, though born to three great eftates^ was fo 

Ul 

♦ Dr, Francis /Ifferhufy, biihop of Rccbtfler, 
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ill ufcd, and perfecuted^ that he had not a hovd 
to put his catholic head in. In (hort, he de* 
fcribed the poor lad's circumftances fo artfully* 
and lamented him fo pathetically, that I thruft 
my hand into my pocket, and, had thi Pre* 
tender been within three pews of me, I fliould 
infallibly have reached him half a crown ; a 
larger charity than I give to every poor bodf> 
I perceived the fame fympathy and commifera' 
tion in the looks of the whole church. 

On every 30th of yarruary^ how many butdh 
trs does he fend home, calling for their cled' 
vers^ to hew in pieces all the Prejhyterian da- 
tnons^ that had a hand in the Jlaughter of the 
martyr ! For it is a (landing maxim and refolve 
amongft the amhajfadors^ that all the diffent- 
crs, v^ho ever lived, or Ihall live, to the end 
of the world, mnft he the very individual nun 
that murthered King Charles the Fir ft with their 
own hands. Another time he gave us a fright- 
ful imafre and defcription of Oliver CromwelFs 
time \ but he threw fo many modern incidents 
into the charatSer, that the whole congrcga* 
tion miftook him .to mean the prefent reign^ and 
I, like a booby, amongft the reft, was of the 
fame opinion ; and he put me fo out of hu- 
mour with the court and the miniftry, that -I 
fnatched up my hat and cane, and went di- 
redly to expoftulate with a fecretary of ftate^ 

upon 
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)f|Km the dreadful doings and nufmanagnnier^ 

v^hich fiiar Francis had pointed at ; I lik6- 

irife intended to admonifh the courtiers to be 

f'^ded by the elergy^ if they exfeSled to proffer. 

But, when I came to St. yame^%^ I found that 

^^ings bad quite another face there^ than when 

^hey came out of the mouth of friar Francis^ 

'^ I kept my bufinefs to myfelf, and fneaked 

^ff, warned however to tnift no more to the re- 

prefentations of this reverend father in guile% 

But, I hope, for the fake of the atnbajfadors^ 
IK> body elfe wiU take the fame pains to be un- 
taught the apoftoUcal forgeries^ which their ex^ 
oeUendes may 6nd it convenient to broach from 
time to time — Such a rafh proceeding would 
utterly deftroy the credit of the caflbck through* 
out this land« But my honourable friends know 
themfelves very fafe in the conformable credulity 
of their hearers : and yet I mufl: ftiU praife that 
wary doctor moft^ who lyes be/l^ that is, like 
friar Francis, moft artfully^ He well knows, 
that the pious art of faljbood is the only engine 
they have left to defend the reputation of the 
^rapOj and tO; wound that of their great rival 
fmr power^ the Government. He therefore 
manages with care and art this laftjhift. 

I have already given a reafon fufficient^ why 
oaths ought not to hamftring the ambajfadors^ 

Vol. I. G to 
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to which I will here add, in defence of the /ff' 
nocentjin •/ perjury^ that if their univerfal cuf- 
tom and pra^ice in all ages be of anj foice^ 
as fometimes cuftom alone creates law^ then, 
here is an apology in a few words, for fuch. 
gtnuine clergymen as have fir/worn to his pie— 
font mzjcRy for the prefervation of their cup* 
boards and tithUf rf which the holy church batk 
made them everfeers. It is not, therefore, with*' 
out valuable cofffiderations^ that the -cmtfcientiwi • 
priifls have reconciled themfdves to this /mv- 
4int fin^ and made perjury the eafiejl tajk un* 
der the fun. Not but that the conformahky good 
creatures can abftain from it (as much as they 
are ufed to it j when there is more got by NoK- 

JURINO. ] 

I knew the tmibajfador of a parijh near the 
JBtf/£, who bad for many years fworn and 
prayed with cmftant conformity^ and enjoyed 
his living and. his OSiober^ without the leaft 
tumult in his confcience, till the beginning 
cf the late rebellion ; but this fame confcience 
of his (being fomething of a time-Jerver) no 
Iboner heard that the Highlanders were rifen, 
but // began to rife too, and gave the doffenr 
feveral hints, which he thought were jufl and 
reafonable. In fhort, it drew up a remon* 
ftrance to him, by which it appeared, that if 
he did but handle the prefcnt opportunity weil^ 

U 
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k m^ hid fair u get fdmetbing^ mtUM hfing 
*>g! things The dodior was ready to follow 
tte advice of fo rational a confcience, and fo 
t^ttendeJ to quit his parifh, becaufe as he told 
^ people in a doleful difcourfe at partings he 
^Id not, with any confdencej pray for a prina 
^U bad n^ right J and To forth. Thus the 
^&or feemtd to ri(k a fmall living for the 
good of his po9r foul, and a dtanry : and otdj 
fimedy for, being as cautious as he was confci" 
tHtiouSy he had his church fupplied with a «fr- 
puty^ambajador^ vulgarly called a curate. How- 
ever, the doSlor enjoyed' the honour and cha- 
ra<9ter of a cmfejfor for a few weeks^ and then 
the defeats of Mar and Forjler gave him fudi 
anvificing proofs of his maje/i/s rights that his 
courteous cortfciencey the befl-natured yielding 
thing alive, made him and perjury cordial friends 
once more. He took the oaths, and kept his 
pariib, and prays now for the government with 
• tb^fame Jinceriiy as ever. 

Before I have done, I muft have a little chat 
with my friends, the amhajfadors^ upon the head 
of politics ; and I cannot but Conceive they are 
fomewhat too fickle and changing in their Jriend^ 
Jhip and enmity to princes andftates : and incon- 
ftancy in fchcmcs is an cffcmial error in/atef» 
menn 

G a The 
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The amhajfadors were, for fome time, C36» 
needing fond of the late French King^ who ir- 
•deed took prevailing ?nethods to pleafe them. 
Jn the firft place he exerted the full prerogm* 
tive of a monarch by divine rights upon his 
layfubjeSiSy and treated them as JIaves horn 
4o brtMthe but for his pleafure. Secondly, lie 
ftrove glorioufly, by Irauds and violence, to 
deftrby the nioft poweiful and moft obnoxious 
neft of republicans in the world, dull Dutch' 
nun^ that will be for trade and liberty of con^ 
.fdence^ let our clergy fay what they will to 
tbt contrary. Thirdly, (O glorious article I) 
He exercifed fach wholfom feverities upon dif 
/enters^ that every 4rue churchman ought to 
.fvorjhip him to all eternity^. And yet, after 
all this complicated merit, they withdrew their 
rote£fion from him, as foon as he grew friends 
. with King William. But lie quickly merited 
their fmiles ; for he bravely broke his faith, 
and fell a murdering the damned Dutch again : 
and, during the whole courfe of the war, they 
continued to grieve for his lodes, and to curfe 
the Duke of Marlborough for flopping the 
courfe of his moji chr{ftian cruelties. But flill 
they grumbled at bis Hownefs in lending them 
a few Jhips and troops to do a certain /^^ which 
they had much at hearty becaufe it would have 

changed 
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changed the ilUcontrhed model of our laws and* 
jvligion into a form more pUafing to tkem. 

The regent was honoured with their good 
^races^ while he was fufpefted of aiding the:- 
rebellion for the church ; but, now it appear« 
he has no fpite againft their country and con* 
ftitution, they have taken up a- mortal one at 
him. 

Sweden was once the only objeA of their 
afiedion and their prayers, whilft its king was 
expe£ied with a fleet and army to refcue the 
churchy by fire andfword^ end popery, from the 
danger of a protejiant governments But Sweden 
£ailed them, and prefently 

The czar of Mufcovy got into their favour,, 
and it was ftrongly hoped, that that meek mo* 
natch would fet fire to the nation, and help 
the church ; and though he baulked them, the 
ambajfadors are ftill fond of him, he having, by 
hh humanity to his /on andfeveral others, (hewn, . 
that he knows the ufe of wholfom feverities j ,be* 

fides, it is thought ht hzs no goodwill far Eng^ 
land» 

The Turt was at one time- a very popular 
cburcbmany for he was at war with the chri- 
flians, and therefore — — great things were 
cxpeded from him by the ambaffadorsy for 

G 3 tba 
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the profperhy of the eburcb : But Prince E\ 
gene who is not a good churchman^ drove thearjF 
Alahometan friend back to his whore-bou^ 
again — 

£vcn the emperor himfelf, when it was re* 
ported he had given his fifler to the pretenitr^ 
was honoured with the charcSfr of a weU-wfi^ 
to the church of England ; but, il/at lyi «^ 
proving true, his imperial majefty loft ground 
amongft the amhaffadori, and is at prefent in 
Aich difgrace with them, that nothing but U' 
going to mafSf makea them keep meafurei with 
kim. 

The Dutch were ever the obje£b of therr in-^ 
dtgnation and utter averfion, but, at this pre- 
fent time, even tbefe republicems^ and no-^bri*^ 
Jlians, by their flownefs in figning the qua^ 
druple alliance^ bav« won the hearts of our 
Mmhaffaioiri^ and the Hogan Mogans have now 
thfc good fortune to be deemed judicious and 
moderate fchifmatics ; but I am in great dread, 
that they wifl very Jhortly anger the church 
again. 

But parfon Alberwni^ my client^ i?, of all the 
potentates in Europe, the Pope himfelf not except-* 
cd, their prefent favourite and darling, as I, 
though unworthy, expect foon to be, for pen* 

ning 
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^^g this unanfw^rMe encomium upon bhn and 

Their love of this potent High^Chttrch^ 
'*i«i, who like another Cardinal Laudy leads 
His pupil by the nofe, and the purfe-firings^ 
Oan proceed from nothing but their fondnefs 
for W9rks rf charity^ to which, it fecms,. my 
^Uent (hews a ftrong inclination, particularly, 
m an infianci nr two that cannct but pUafe thi 
Mbur4h. 

We all know there are feveral worthy Englijh 

jentlemen^ the good friends of our amhajfadors 

and 4^^ fufferers for the churchy who live like 

Tagrantsin Italy^ and %vt fed with crumbs from 

the Popov's taUe. Now the loving eardinal haSy 

in his royal bounty^ invited thefe pious prote*' 

fiants into his kingdom^ ofi^ring them a morfeV 

fuid a bed, though k i« feared the prefent pat'- 

Hament hath taken fuch uneatholic refolufions as 

nay put the cardinaFs majefty out of humour^ 

and tempt him to change his mind. 

Sir George Byng too is never to be fbrgtveii 
by any man who wiflies well to the church and 
uniformity i for creating fuch a dangerous fehifm 
in the eardinars Jleety who were too orthodok 
catholics to digeft the dreadful berefy of ^otefiani 
powder and balL 

G 4 Jt 
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It was rude in Sir Giorgi^ to break the beach 
of fo many civH Spaniards^ who were men of 
piaaable behaviour^ an'l no-wifi ad£^ed h Jigbt* 
ing. It is true they afierwards behaved them* 
felves like berots^ when they rtfiught the Eng* 
iijh in the Marquis de Beretti LandPs pap^r^ 
where his Excellency has made them (hew the 
true Spanijb bravery^ by beating Sir Georgi 
bravely, and running away from him bloodily. 
And it is plain to all the world, that they Ihew* 
cd, by a boldfiigbty they fcorned to die to pleafe 
that mercilefs heretic. 

I could add many particulars to illuftrate the 
worth of my eminent client^ parf$n Alberoni, 
whofe great capacity /p rule bis mafter is vifible 
to mankind. I could likewife infift that he has 
as good a right as any other prieft or vicar what* 
foever, to a£i as becomes bis order ^ by nourifh- 
ing war and defolation* 

But I will wave the detail of thefe points, 
though there is a great deal in them, having a 
grand thing to urge in his behalf, which ren- 
ders him fingularly dear to all true churchmeru 
•^Reader, a word in your ear \ parfon AAe^ 
rent intends, if Kinp; George would but let bim^ 
to re/tore — aod the church-lands. 

'O San^um fiftumq\ diem ! 

Having 
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Having left this rmpartant whirper Aipon the 
veatler's metnory, I fhall dy no more. 

W. B. Not one of the numtrtut anfven, 
which will be made to this apology, will be wonh 
reading. But, at the eamtft requell of my ht^- 
Jtlifft I' dcfign to write and publifli a rtffy tM 
ngfi^fi which I defue every body to buy* 
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THE proTpeA of doing great and ufefiil 
adionsy or the confideration of hav- 
ing done them, muft needs be matter of plea- 
iure and triumph to a mind honeftly ambi« 
tious. It is therefore no little joy to me to 
refled, that. I ilave been a perfon of notable 
moment and fignificancy this winter ;. by my 
firenuous defence of high-church, and the trade 
thmaf I have placed its true fons and over- 
feers in a true light, in which every one 
may behold them, and Uw down witb bu face 
to the earths 

As ail pious deeds meet with fome reward^ 
ftither in the internal fatisfa£^ion of the mind, 
or from the monuments of praife ereAed h^ 
^nankind tq the dfier^ I have no reafon to fay 
that my late apology went without its recom- 
mence; fince by it X have gained, what I fin- 
..ccrely aimed at, to the ginuine prieftbood all 
due honour, and to myfelf ■ But it 

becomes me, who am but. a privati gentleman^ 
to ferve my country y^r notbing* 

There is, however, fome good fortune ge- 
msrally. aucnding th^ bravf mm who draws, m 

defence 
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defence of the church. She is a lucky cii 
tody, and few find cftufe to repent of having 
done her a good turn, i nyfelf, faer weak 
though voluntary champion, am two pair of 
fhoes and a beavrr the richer, for wearing out 
three pens, snd exfaaufVing ^"bal^aeany- worth 61 
ink in her fervice. I ftill want « fword-knot 
and a tooth- pidk^cafe, whidh I nnJce no ^& 
tion of earning in a few days from thejinph* 
I have for that purpofe, at this very junAure^ 
ieventeen patnphlet« in my bead^ all carved 
out into proper^ method and paragraphs, and 
ten of them are already fold to my bookfoHfr^ 
who purchafes my brains at fa much a iheet. 
I would willingly fell hini the other feven, and 
throw two or three little ones into the bargain ; 
but he (hakes his ears, and feems to hy^ Ht 
.^s vtnturid ifiHigb already. 

In this manner is my pregnant head %e^ 
come an office of wit and manufcripts, to1>e 
employed wholly in the intereft of the fon^id 
trood of AsLton. 

Parfaant to this I have a projeA now on 
foot, which, if duly encouraged, will tend ta 
the univerfal credit and emolument of this 
iiftrejfed churth. In fliort, it is my purpofe ttx 
expofe my head, and the furniture thereof, tl> 
fale by au6Hon» at St. PauFs Chapter->houfb on^ 
the 33d of Maj next 1 at which time siidi 
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place» I io hereby humbly hope and beg the 
prcfence and encouragement of all the reve*- 
rend zealots within this realm* Theparticu-» 
lars are as follows : 

A CATALOGUE 

Of unborn pamphlets, and fatyrs, to be pub>- 
liflied as fooa as they are brought forth, for the 
benefit of our mother churchy and her hopeful 
boyS| the parfons. 

Imprimis J The nature and necefficy of tu 
•cdefiaftical delirium, or the art of holy foam- 
ing. Written in the ftile of the eloquent Dr. 
SacbivereL 

2. The holy monopoly j or a new coirvey« 
ance of an old grant, Signed and fealed aiwti 
proving the clergy to be the natural lords of all. 
the women and land in Great Britain, and the 
rigbtfiil oecupiers of bod), in fpite of all Isry*-^ 
and rent-rolls whatfoev^. — *•— — A valuable 
jpamphlet^ 

3* The tribe of Iffaebar ; or an argument 
to prove that the laity have a right to no li- 
berty, -but that of being ilaves to the clergy* 
To which is added an appendix, proving that 
tbe paribns ought to govern the veorld. 

4. The modem paradox ; or a demonftrap 

'tioa that ungodlmefs may be orthodox, andia 

good life damnable*. Tbe whole being intmid* 

ed 
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cd for a defence of the Reverend Dr. SaehiVi' 
P£l and a reproof to Mr. TVhifton. 
. 5. The truth of contradi6lion ; or church- 
arithmeticy demonitrating, That tkrn . m «»/, 
and one is three, 

6. The unreafonablenefs of underftanding the 
Xcripture. 

. J. The abfolute neceffity of underftanding our 
diity to the dergy. . . 

R. The innocence of perjury and rebellion, 

9. A plain proof that laymen may lawfullf 
commit fin, if they will pay for it, and knetl 
for pardon to the clergy. 

There are feveral more MSS. of the like na- 
ture and tendency, which may .be feen at 
the place of fale> with the price marked upoa 
them* 

. I have already confefled, that my humble at- 
tempts to ferve the church have not altogether 
Qtifled their recompence ; and if the late hlejfid 
martyr^ Jemmy Shepherd, with fome other 9r^ 
.tBodoxgentUnufty who fought and were hanged 
for the church, did not Care fo merrily, it was 
becaufe the clergy were not confulted and obeyed, 
as quefUonlefs they ought to have been. But 
thus it will ever be, white the king and parlia- 
ment are Jufftrtd to ad indfpminufy w th cm 
VHOtUnf^ 

Siocfli 
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Since therefore I have fucceeded in my honeft 
deavours, to fet up the parfons as the idoh of 
' uitiverfe, I cannot, in gratitude to them 
1 myfclf, forbear purfuing my blow, tlH I 
'e fatiated their holy Icachery, and Mr. LiJRf^ 
phecy, by perfuading mankind, to fall down 
^re them, with their faces to the earthy and lick 
the duft of their feet. And, when I have once 
iged the lay Giheonites to be as refpeSfful and 
erable as becomes them, the clergy and I will 
down together, and facrifice to wine and 
acco« 

[n the mean while it (hall be my prefent taflt 
confound gainfayers, by proving. That the 
rch isj and' ought to be in danger^ and that ii 
did hi dangerous for her to he out of danger. 
Jut, before I proceed, I muft, for my own fe- 
ity from cavillers, and for the greater cJear- 
5 of my difcourfe, fettle the idea which I and 
men ought to have of the churchy by defining 
word. The churchy then^ is a fable fociety of 
^lemen^ wearing broad bats and deep gar* 
ts 5 who pojfefs great part of the wealth and 
ler of the worlds and would have all, as a re* 
'd for keeping mankind in decent ignorance and 
iage. 

^nd now I enter upon my dcfign, with great 
:ri^ of heart. 
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I own the gofpel makes this ftorj^ of the 
church's danger a meer fable ; but be it alfo 
known, that, though our faviour fays[the gates of 
hell (hall not prevail againft it, bur parfons will 
not take his word fqr it. I am forry with aU 
my heart, for the great mifunderftanding and 
difference which there are between Jefus Chrift 
and his ambafladors, almoft in every point of 
belief and prad^ice ; and, I confefs, it is very 
odd, that. they, who pretend all their power ta 
be from him, (hould not credit his moft fo^ 
lemn promifes ; but I fee no remedy for tbeiii 
thin^» 

I, that am a layman, .£nd great comfort ia 
being a Chriftian and a believer ; and particur 
larly I am fo much of a heretic, as to thinkt 
that, when our Saviour faid his Father was great- 
er than he, he did not tell a word of a lye ; I 
know his ambafladors are of another opinion ; 
but I have faith in Chrift Jefus. 

The danger of the church comes from 
divers caufes, the principal of which I (hall reck- 
on up. 

And firfl, common fenfe and fobriety are 
great enemies to the church. While folka 
are fober and rational, they can fee about them^ 
suid want that large competency of blindnefs 
which fo eminently qualifies a man for a good 

church noao. 
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diorcfaman. So long as they are deflitute of that 
title t9 orthodoxy^ they will be attending to the 
nesns of their own intereft and fafety, than 
which no greater rubs can be thrown in the 
Ficflhood's way. 

Not many years ago, when we were beating 
3ur enemies, and defending ourfelves and Eu* 
^i from, chains ; when fuccefs and rcputa- 
icm attended us abroad, and we flourifbed in 
^ace and fecurity at home ; an ignorant perfon 
^ould thiiik we were a happy peopie, and indeed 
re .were fo : But what then ? Our happineCip, 
irtue, and concord, were not only utterly in- 
Dnfiftent with the wel^re of the church \ bu€ 
at it into terrible danger : And therefore all 
It true fons bent their whole might ai)d zeal 
\ relieve her by diftra£bing the nation ; and 
leir pious and fiery endeavours, at laft, made 
le people mad, and the church fafe* Its 
rongeft votaries, the ingenious vulgar, drank 
x^y their reafon and humanity, and com* 
litted bloodfhed and blafphemy, every-where^ 
ir the church, with vaft zeal and fuccefs ; and 
le church gathered moft ftrcngth, when rcli- 
ion and reafon had leafi-. As for thpfe fana- 
cal fober rogues, that kept their fenfes, they 
«rc devoutly knocked down by thofe who were 
» orthodox as to have none. At this bhffid 
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junRurt the clergy had the happhiefs to 
more blood and beer drawn for the cbur 
than ever had been before on any occaGt 
whatever. And it is always an infallible fig 
of the church's health and profperity, wbcii 
the bufinefs of exciferaen and furgeons increafo 
beyond mcafure. • 

It will fall naturally under iUs bead^ to ob« 
ferve who are the church's beft and ftanchcft 
friends. 

And in the fir (I place, there are many nobit 
lords, who are born friends to the churchy aai 
Kve and die in that friendfhip. There is the 
little lord Jpemoriy who has beftowed his whole 
heart upon parfons and race- horfes» He knows 
nothing elfe, and happily for the church, caret 
for nothing elfe. He feems with St. Francii to 
be an inoplacable foe to all human knowledge 
and charity ; but he can fay the Mbanafian 
creed, drink damnation to the whigs, and is, 
upon the whole, a compleat churchman. Lard 
Apemore was once drinking a health to his 
horfe Fred:ric^ and, among thofe who heard it, 
it went round ; but, when it came to the turn 
of a whig in company to drink, he, being 
thick of hearing, miftook, and, throwing up 
his hat with loyal noife and affe<^ion, drank 
Prince Frederic, Upon which the peer, afing 

froia 
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Buty beinci; a babi in common fenfe^ be is con* 
iequently a refolute high church-man. 

lArd Gemini does likewife demand honourabk 
mention on this occafion. Nature was veij 
negligent when (he made this great man, for 
he is an unfimjhed jpiece df br$um earthy and his 
mind (if be has one) tallies exzSdy to his out- 
fide. He cannot (hut his mouth,, nor hold his ' 
tongue. However, half made as he is, be is 
full of blight zeal ; and, when he is in tU 
houfi^ he feems to mean feveral fpeeches for 
the church, but no mortal is fo well bred as 
to hear him : And yet, his mouth, as I faid, 
being always ready open, he proceeds cter« 
nally. 

I confefs that Earl Talman, thou^ he is a 
church man, wants two efTential qualifications 
for that chanuSler : He has fenfe, and he is ne- 
ver drunk. But, quoth Cato^ who had not a 
due rcfpeft for priejihood and tyranny : Solus 
Cafar ad gvertendam rempublicam fobrius adve* 
nit. To be juft to Earl Taiwan^ I grant he was 
twice a whig upon valuable confiderationsj and 
once out of a pique. But at prefent be is a 
great church man, becaufe he has not a prdper 
reafon to be otherwife* 

Lord Bowling-Green'^ \s no fool neither, nay, 
he was a wit and a writer during tbe life of 

a 

* SbeffieUf Duke of Buckis^am, 
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m great poet,* whofe death had fuch an effccl 
tipon him, that he has not writ a h'ne fince. 
But, though the peer has fcnfe, yet it happens fo 
pddly, that he is a true church-man. But ma- 
licious people pretend to give you a rcafon 
lor it, by alledging that he leans towards infi- 
delity. ' If this be true, the thing is not at all 
' ftrange. 

I was going on with my cbaradlers of this 
fort, .but I muil remember that I have not now 
time to write a folio. 

From what has been faid, I hope it is evident 
ivhy moft of our rural Tquircs and purfucrs of 
foxes are excellent high church-men. Thcfc 
marrkd minors are all under the dominion of 
their wives and the parfons, who regale one 
another with caudle and orthodoxy, and fi 
fortby and govern thefe fimple vehicles of wor- 
(hip and nonfenfe, and mould their hearts and 
their heads into what faith and figure they 
pleafe. And it muft be acknowledged, to the 
honour of thefe genuine gentlemen^ that they 
liave an admirable knack at planting or- 
thodoxy in 4ill its' branches y wherever they 
come. 

Andrew ia Foolj £fq; keeps fp^cial beer, and 
lias a wife whoJoves the church and all its 
facile. Andrew never dines without feven par- 
fons at his elbow. 

'Squire 

* Mr, Drydtn^ 



* 
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^Squire Tohy lived in a married ftate nine 
years without ifliie; he at length took a chap- 
lain into his houfe, and now his wife is with 
child : See, /ays Toby^ the hUjJing that ctitnds '< 
the keeping of a clergyman in one's boufe f And 
yety but to pleaje my wife^ I had not d§ne it, 

I am far from being furprized that our rural 
members vote on all occafions for the church* 
Is not filial duty a potent reafon ? And is there 
no gratitude, nor aiFe£lion, due to the good 
men who brought them probably into the 
world, and certainly into the hemfe ? For our 
country candidates have an agent, to be fure, 
if not a father^ in every pari(h in the county, 
who carries all the votes in the village und^ hie 
girdle. 

Nor are thefe fons of the caflbck, laft men- 
tioned, any more rebellious in their capacity than 
in their inclinations. Their pious and conveni- 
ent ignorance is a certain pledge for their zeal, 
and thcfe two are perpetually of a fize. 

As to the behaviour and pradice of thefe 
Levitical cubs, it is the eafieft talk in the 
world : Their whole bufinefs is to be drunk and 
orthodox,, 

Having now (hewn why fo many lords and 
commons are true churchmen, I need fay nothing 
of the rabble, fince they are fo for the fame rea« 

foa» 
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fon, and therefore it is no wonder the church has 
fuch a majority amongft them* The church, if 
the mob forfake it, is undone. 

Hence it is that for good and pious ends I 
have, as council for the clergy, drawn the fol- 
lowing deed of conveyance, which, I do not 
doubt, will be readily figned and fealed by the 
parties concerned. The purport of it is to enrich 
the church-intcreft with a multitude of perfons 
whom the whigs may well fpare. 

* Whereas there are divers and fundry well- . 

< meaning ignorant perfona in this land, who 

* call tbemfelves whtgs^ and yet want the ne- 

< ceiTary marks and qualifications belonging 

* to that charaSfer^ which is maintained by a 

* good undirftanding^ and by a powerful love for 

* truth and liberty^ and^ in general^ by a juji 

* fenfe of things : And whereas the aforefaid 
^ good and fenfelels perfons do originally and 

* naturally belong to the clafs of true churcb'men^ 

* whofe caufc has from the beginning been fup- 

* ported by number and nonfenfe : We there- 

* fore whofe names are hereunto fubfcribcd, 

* taking into our tender coniideration the in- 
« tereft of the clergy, do, as reprefentatives 

< of the whole body of whigs in Great Britain^ 

* by thefe prefents, renounce, releafe, and for 

< ever quit our claim, to all boobies and 

Vol, I. H * idiots. 
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idiots, who may have run blindly into 01 
party : And we do hereby freely, and of o' 
own tneer motion, refign and ihake over tl 
faid fooh and naturals unto the high chur( 
of England^ whofe proper goods and cha 
ties they are, the fald church knowing fi 
well how to apply the blihdnefs and ftup 
dlty of them the faid afies to admirable ai 
orthodox ends and purpofes. Witnefs o 
hands, i^^c* 

A. B. cum foci is fui 



I hiave but one fcruple upon my confcien 
in relation to this grant of mine in behalf 
Ac church. I doubt it will obftruft the bill j 
preventing the growth of peerage^ if ever 
ihould come in again : And, on the contrai 
make many new creations neceflary to fill 
the vacancies it will occafion. But let our f 
periors look to that. The church in the me 
IPirhile ought to pray fervently for fuccefs to fu 
a bill ; for,' if it pafs, I will be bold to prophe 
that fifty years hence the whole houfsj at le 
a great majority, will he genuine church-me 
unkfs the fame be firft rendered intirely empty 
a rigorous execution of this my conveyance. 
Another traiterous enemy to the church h; 

been the weather* 

Wl 
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When that remarkable phenomenon appeared 
about three years fincc,. every one that had 
orthodox eyes faw armies and champions in the 
air, brandlfhing their broad fwords, and threat- 
ening prefent death and deflru^ion to all fana- 
tics and low church- men ; yet fo it ihame- 
fully happens, that that caravan of tory-' 
ilouds has neither brought over the prpte^der, 
nor ftruck any other blow on the church's fide* 
The wind likewife played the truant from 
the churchy and, in fpite of the prophefies and 
prayers 'of all the parfons and other old women 
in the nation. Sir George Byng^s fleet was not 
funk. One would naturally take the fea, by its 
noife and roarings to be an orthodox perfon ; 
but, by its late great civilities to our Chips, it 
feems to have quite deferted the cburch-intereft, 
and tacked about to the whigs. 

I happened to be down in EJfex about the time 
when Sir John Norris was fent into the Baltic 
to detain the moderate and pious king of Swe^ 
den from that expedition, froni which our 
church cxpeSed great falvation^ as the reve- 
rend Mr. l^rapp zealoufly phrafed it, and on 
Sunday 1 went to church. Our parfon, after 
taking, his text, and making a flourifh or two 
about the meaning of it, told us, that, though 
the doom denounced againft the ibips of 

H 2 Tarjhijh 
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Tarjhijh and the ISLES was an old prophecy, 
it might probably, nay it did certainly extend 
. much further, and we were encouraged to hope 
great effe<Sts from it, in this our day* Tou 
JhaU feiy fays he, and I fpeai it from the 
mouth of infpiratioK itfelf you Jhall fuddenlj 
fee the wonders of the Lord in the deep. 
Can the Almighty frofper thofe fl}ips that dre tbt 
bulwarks of ufurpation^ commonwealths^ and 
Schifm ? Noy he cannot^ he mujl noty if be he 
true to his own wordy if he has any regard for bis 
9wn church and people. His whole fermon was 
to the like purpofe, and he feemed to have 
ftrong and Chrtfiian hopes that our navy would 
perifli. But notwithftanding-that he preached 
and foamed with wonderful zealy and vented 
great eloquence and fpittle ; and notwithftand- 
ing that he threatened the Lord, if he did not 
grant a tempeft ; and the people, if they did 
not pray for it ; yet neither God nor the weather 
obeyed him, and Sir John and his fquadron went 
in fafety. 

In fhort, there has not been a blaft of wind, 
or a (bower of rain thefe five years, but what 
has been drawn, head over heels, into the 
party and intereft of the church. It thundered 
for the church, and fnowed for the churchy and 
froze for the church • And yet the whigs, who 

have 
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lave got all the money in the nation, have fd 
bribed the elements, that they have quite for- 
fook the catholic caufc. We had laft fum- 
mer very hot weather, which, in the opinion of 
all the orthodox, boded nothing lefs to the na- 
tion, than a general famine and peililence, for 
the martyrdom of the hlejfcd martyry and the 
keeping out of the pretender. But thefe pefti* 
Jeniial friends of the church, though earneftly 
wiflied for, and pofitively foretold, have not 
done the church the leaft fervice, by laying 
wade their native country. How often was the 
king's army to have been frozen up in Scotland^ 
during the late rebellion ? And moft of the 
parfons in the kingdom had pawned their word 
and faith upon it. But, in the ifTue, neither 
the froft nor the fnow helped the church and the 
Pretender. 

In lafl autumn word was brought to the 
parfon of a certain parifb, that fuch ^ boy in 
the village was jirft then killed with thunder 
and lightning. Is be ? fays the parfon, // is 
what I always foretold^ that that boy would come 
to a difmal endy for he went conjlantly to a fana^- 
tic conventicle ; and neither I nor his School-majier 
could diffuade him from it, Ay^ but ftr^ re- 
plied the meflenger, who brought the doAor 
tbcfe glad tidings, Gaffer Pitchfork is murdered 

H 3 too^ 
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ioo^ uhh thick fame toady clap of thunder^ oni 
you do inoWy fir^ he was a main man for th§ 
churchy and fought bravely for putting up the Maj' 
pole. At this the do<flor icratched his head, and 
laid. It is appointed to all men once to die. 

My landlady at Hartly RoWy who is a good 
churchwoman, and very great with the parfon 
of the parlfli, is well aflurcd, that the late me' 
tear Is a vijlble judgrnent upon us ^ for 9ur putting 
down the convocation^ as (he calls it, I hope, 
when ^is majefty hears this, he will fum- 
nion the parfons again, to fave us from co- 
mets and lightning, and to rebuke the nation 
once more for infidelity, in not believing in them, 
nnd alfo to convince the bifliop of i?<7»^ffr, * by 
cenfuring him. 

What pity is this, that neither the clouds, nor 
the fun, nor the moon, nor the flars, nor any 
thing above them^ can be brought to favour the 
caufe of the cHurch ! 

Providence is likewife, I fear, become an ene- 
my to high-church \ for it difappoints her on all 
occafions. 

At a time when her foundations feemed to 
be laid deep, and her defigns ripe for execu- 
tion, on an unlucky firft of Augujl^ the 
church's nurfe died, ^nd the babe fainted* 

AH 

• Dr. EoadJ^. 
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t the holy treachery and violence, ufed 
-n by the church's friends, and all their 
fonable violations of treaties and oaths, 
re for that bout utterly loft, and their 
ifciencc and honefty thrown away to no pur- 
fe. 

This was an unkind difcourtefy^ which I 
r they will never forgive, and yet, in about 
ear^s time afterwards^ the church was played 
>ther {lippery trick, as bad as the former, by 
removing: out of this mortal life a monarch ^ 
o was champion and gladiator in chief for 

• orthodox clergy* 

Relying on the faith of treaties abroad, and 
: obligation of oaths at home, we were quite 
litute of forces, when the late earl of Mar^ 
rebelling againft his Maker and his king, in 
our of popery and the church, became the 
ling of our genuim parfins^ who prefently 
:ed him a righteous inftrument in the hand 
Providencej to bring in the pretender, and 
cue them from the infupportable ties of 
th and morality, a burthen which neither they 

• their predecejfors ever would bear. And it 
ift be owned, they had then a tempting op- 
rtunity to avow publickly their long and con«> 

H 4 ftant 
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flant perjury and cxpeflations, without any aip- 
parent danger of temporal lofs (a confideration 
always uppermoft with them) and yet they were 
fo cautious as only to mutter their hopes privately 
to all the world. 

The fame French forces, which had fo long* 
contended the prize with all Europe^ had now 
nothing elfe to do but break the peace, and pleafe 
the parfons, and replant tyranny and Roman or- 
thodoxy amongft us. 

Here was now a pleafmg profpedl for the 
church. Mar had a large army of invincihli 
Highlanders ; a formidable invafion from abroad- 
daily threatened us ; we had tumults, madnefs, 
confufion, and difaiFeSion in every pariih in 
the nation, and in every county a rifing was 
feared and expelled ; and, in fhort, things were 
running into a total diflTolution. So much had 
OUT peaceful 4:lergy Aont^ and fo much had they 
to hope from their own doings. The church 
was very cock-a-hoop, and held up its head 
and crowed. By their behaviour and affurance, 
1 dare pronounce that thefe pious peace-makers and 
amhaffadorsjofthe zw^^i^^j would not have taken a. 
c<)mpofition of three parts of the church-land for 
their hopes of the pretender and the whole. They 
were even furc of their point. 

There 
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-* here is a. parfon in Somerfetjhire (to name 
^ Qiore) who from the revolution had raved 
every Sunday with great zeal and devotion 
^gajnft foreigners. He had fworn to king 
^lltanty and hated him, and fpread the fame 
■^tred through the whole parlfh, every one of 
^bom he had debauched with drunkenneCs and 
liilojalty. Upon his majefty's accefEon, he 
ikewife fwore to him and abufed him, rcnew- 
ig with greater virulence than ever his im- 
recations upon foreigners. In one of his fer- 
lons he had this expreffion: Suppofe the time 
ould come when we Jhall have a king that doet 
it underjland the common prayer ^ what think ye 
ill become of the poor church ? This excellent 
hridian, when he thought the invaiion and de- 
flation, which he had long wlibed to his xia^ 
ve country, were at hand, began to tell his 
2ople, That there was a wide difference between 
»me foreigners and other s^ and that as they ought 
I abhor y and even dejlroy^ fuch of them as were 
be open or fecret enemies of the churchy fo it was 
heir duty to honour and entertain^ and even to dt' 
ide their fubjlance with fuch foreigner Sy as came 
} fave it. This was hint enough, and the 
o£lrine was fo clear, that a pretty young girt 
(ked her mother, who had as much know- 
jdge as herfelf, Whether theft brave outlandijh 
itn WQuld marry with us poor Englifb volk ? 

H s WiA 
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With fuch fort of management it is no won- 
der that the poor orthodox vulgar are worked 
up into the greateft credulity and rage. I have 
met with fome of them who thought it no 
iin to murder Hanoveriam^ for that, they faid^ 
they were men-eaters : And, when I afked them 
how they came to know fo much of the Ha^ 
noveriansj they anfwered^ OA, eur par/on bas^ 
told us enough of they ! Nay, fome of them 
believe that his majefty eat up all the children he 
ever had, except the prince, and they pretend ta 
tell you how his royal highnefs was faved from: 
the fame fate.. 

To fome of the ckrgy alone appertains the 
(acred right of doing well by deceiving, and o£ 
pronioting ruin, ignorance, and war for the prof- 
perity of the church ;. and fuch are the men whom: 
the nation pays to propagate truth and morality, 
and maintain peace. 

I will not here pretend to make an exad com- 
putation and comparifon between the number. 
of the well afFefted and ill afFccSled parts of the 
clergy ; but I am not at all apprized that I 
wrong them, if I venture to fay, that not 
one in feven of thefe confcientious paflors opeh-t 
ed his mouth againil the late rebellion In the wef- 
tern counties. 

In the pulpit they either fay nothing of Tii* 
jjrefent majefty, or that which is much worTc 

th»o. 
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^^11 nothing ; whereas in the late reign they 
^e fo bUfphemoufly loyal, that they feemed 
to have forgot Jefus Chrift, to preaoh up the 

But I was faying, that at om jun^iure^ I 
Mean during the rebellion, the hopes and 
views of our genuine clergy were in a promi* 
fing pofture, and very near fulfilling ; and many 
of them were fo difcerning as to fee the finger 
of God in the rebellion, ^nd they becanie fure*- 
ties every- where for providence, that it would go 
through with the work which they had begun. 
But providence deferted them, and has oever re-- 
turned fince.' 

And thus Providence refufes to aid, though fo' 
often commanded, the intereft of perjury and 
rebellion, though they are both fo evidently for 
tile good of the church. 

I do not know whether they may not, in 
their private junto's and cabals, have come to 
a resolution, that Providence is^ a fchifmatic ; 
and the more, becaufe it is plain, that both 
Providence, and the Author of Providence, are 
irreclaimable diflenters from the principles and 
pradices of high-church* They feem to be 
fo fenfible of this, that they have long fince 
^ifplaced the Almighty, as much as in them 
lies^ fkom any power or concernment in this 

H 6 worlds 
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world or the other, having dubbed themfelveS 
Gods and forgivers ; and exercifing with au«* 
thority all the great offices of omnipotence. 

The bifliop of Bangor^ too, is the occafion of 
no Anall terror to the church, and in confede- 
racy with her mortal foes ; inarching, as he 
does, at the head of truth, reafon, fcripturs 
and fincerity, and the like fanatical fellows^ 
who hare the herefy and impudence to efpoufe an 
intereft diametrically oppofite to that of the coo- 
vocation. 

This ill advifed bifhop is fo romantic and 
froward, as to think, that the clergy ought to 
depart from feveral points, which, though thejr 
are bloody antagonifts to the fpirit of the 
gofpel, yet do evidently tend to the glory of 
the church. His lordfliip ridiculoufly believes, 
that when a man is a good man, though i^ 
this particular he differs widely from the par- 
fons, yet God will have mercy upon him. But, 
to filence this perverfe writer for ever, let 
him know that ihe/e clergy have endeavoured 
to pluck God's own keys out of his hands, 
and to hinder him from fhewing mercy, or 
opening paradife, if he would. They like p^ 
cures fo well, that they have a mind to make 
the Almighty's government a Jine cure too* 
Arc not fucb priejis brave fellows, who wouW 
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ke their Maker a minor, and themfelves 
diredors and .guardians ? When his lordfliip 
iformed of this, I hope he will drop the con* 

rcrfy. 

The bifliop is alfo grievouily deceived in 

ther inftance : He is of opinion that the 
gy ought to be the propagators and de^ 
lers of liberty and the gofpel. See here 

ignorance of a father of the church ! He 
s not know that Chriftianity may be at the 
gafp,- and yet the church in a mofl flouriOiing 
dition. 

could mention many more miftakes of the 
top's ; and particularly he is fo ill a church- 
1, as to think there is fome force in oaths^ 

that they who take them fhould not a!« 
ether break them. But as his lordfhip is 
-voted, upon this article, by a vaft majo* 

of moft orthodox teachers, I take it 

defervea no other confutation : Befides, 
I is a fort of reafoning which he is ufed 

There is no doubt a very good reafon to be 
en, why thefe reverend examples of truth 
t piety play with oaths, and call upon the 
nen(!^us name of God to a lye. They 
mfelves fay it is for bread, though fome 
ers think it is for drink. However that be., 

• 
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it is plain, perjury is but a fmall fault, if any* 
Now, fuppofe his majcfty, taught by the 
church, (hould break his oath, and feize it» 
pofleflions, I know the parfons are fo reafon- 
able a fort of people, that they would never 
upbraid his majefty for walking in their fteps, 
ancl being forfworn. But I doubt, his majefty 
is fo much of a king, atid a Chriftian, that he 
will never be brought to follow his clergy in this 
path. 

Before I have done with this head, I muft 
give the parfons one caution. I beg them, for 
the time to come, never to upbraid any body 
with the praftice of occafional conformity ; 
fmce probably fome bitter prefbyterian, who 
does not honour the cloth, may give them to un-^ 
derftand, that it is olmjfi a s^ innocent to take the 
church'facrament for a place ^ as it is to he forfworn 
for a living. 

The happinefs of mankind is moreover a great 
and powerful antagonift to the church. 

Here in England we enjoy fuch a fhamefiil 
fhare of wealth and liberty, that it i« no 
wonder our clergy are perpetually grum- 
bling. If we were but fo reafonable and or- 
thodox as to part with all our fubftajnce and 
privileges to thentj it is almoft probable, that 
tbefe our good guides to mifery and falva- 

tiOBi 
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^ would grow content and eafy; which it 
impoffible for meh of their fpirit and pretentions 
be, fo long as we are fo faucy and heterodox as 
be rich and free. 

In the territories of the church abroad, the 
efts enjoy the great good fortune of hav- 
; never -a happy layman under their domi- • 
►n ; and having, befide, the power of fire 
i fword, there is not a (Ingle fchifmatic, 
r the appearance of herefy and knowledge 
longft them; but church- affairs go on in a 
rfled courfeof tyranny, fodomy, and ftupidity, 
thout riib or difturbance. Can any one won- 
r that our zealous clergy are tempted to an imi- 
:ion of fuch a pious pattern of genuine church^ 
wer and plenty^ where the bible is locked up, 
id the laity ftarve ? 

The nature of our government and conftitution 
ing alfo no fmall danger to the church. 

In tbitt country the orthodox clergy cannot 
ccommunicate and damn a man, but prefent- 
the heterodox law grants him a replevin, 
efides, we have feveral other bars to the fe- 
rity of the church: We have a parliament, 
id we have trade, and, which is worfe than 
II, the convocation cannot do what they pleafe, 
id the king will not part with his preroga- 
ve to prorogue them. So that the Jaw oft 
ne fide, and the prerogative on the other, 

grind 
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gritd the poor church between the upper and th 
nether mll/loney as Mr. Lejlie emphatically com- 
plains. 

There is one inftance particularly, in which 
the prerogative bears hard upon the church. 
The parions, you muft know, to prove, them- 
felves a well-born people, go for their parentage 
feventeen hundred years backwards, and father 
thennfelves upon the apojlles. Now not being 
able to prove this, either by record, or refeni' 
blance^ they have given occafion to fomc pro^ 
fam folks to alledge, that the priefts muft needs 
be baftards, lecaufe their parents utterly difown 
ihem^ and they are kept by the parijh. But they, 
on the other hand, fcorning to part with their 
apojloltc birth^ have forged out a vaft chain, 
long enough to hold ten millions of foxes, 
and this they call the chain of fuccejfton -, one 
end of- which is tied to the apojlles^ and the 
other to themfelves ; and it reaches from Jeru^ 
falem to Lambethy taking Rome in its way. 
This is an important, and even miraculous 
chain ; for though it has frequently been broke, 
and there are gaps in it fevf nty years long^ 
yet it has never been once interrupted to this 
day. It is like Milton^s bridge, built by Sin 
and Death over the chaos, wonderful and iiif 
viftble* It is pity this cable rope of fucceffioa 

fbouUL 
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ould lie thus incogs when, in the opinion of 

^h churchy the whole hierarchy hangs by it. 
• is, therefore, no wonder they maintain it with 
ioft apojiolic wrath and objlinacy. 

fiut even here now, in the momentous point 
>f fucceffion, the prerogative breaks in upon 
^he caflbck, and the king, who is but a lay- 
man, creates bifhops, and by this a£t of his, 
does, as it were, htg^tfons and heirs to the apof" 
iles. This is a fad incroachment upon the pri* 
vilcges of the parfons, who have doubtlefs, a di" 
ving right to breed each ethen I know they pre- 
tend they ftill chufe their bifliops, and on that 
occafioA mock God with prayers, as if they reaU 
}y did. Thus an apothecary's boy, or an old 
woman, by order of the doQoTy adminifters a 
clyfler ; and, if a cure enfues, the boy or the 
old woman was the phyfician. 

There are many other faults in our laws, 
in relation to the churchy of which the priejl^ 
hood have juft reafon to complain. Smithfield 
is turned into a meer market, where bullocks 
are butchered inftead of heretics^ and the cler- 
gy are never again like to be complimented with 
a burnt offering from thence ; and a diffenter 
may now be fo faucy as to worfhip God, and 
the parfon cannot punifb him for it ; and the 
laity are fuSered to believe, that the revealed 
will of God is not hid ; and there is a dangerous 

opinion 
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opinion prevailing among us, tbat the Almightf 
will not tumble us into hell for Jincerity and well' 
meaning: and, to add no more, the clergy have 
not the government of all thing?. 

The next thing I (ball mention, which has ad- 
miniftercd great grief and danger to the churchy 
is, the high duty upon French wine and hranif. 
This grievance is fujQicient to make all the genu* 
ine parfons in England msiccontents. For, though 
they drink malt liquor in great quantities, and 
though that be of a windy nature, and is a great 
help to zeal, yet a dram is the life of orthodoxy^ 
and claret is clear wit^ to ufe their own waggifll 
ftile. I know a parfon who drinks nothing but 
fmall beer, and he is a whig, as one may eafily 
imagine, and unlefs he change his liquor, in or- 
der to change his principles, he is like ta continue , 
a whig till doomfday. So much does the church 
lofc by 2L fiber fon I 

Another caufe from which the genuine church^ 
men are in great danger, is a reformation of man- 
ners, which would ftrip them of many pretty li- 
berties, and force upon them the bitternefe of mo^ 
rality^ which is too ftrong meat for theft habes^ 
As orthodoxy and lewdnefs are often the lovingeft 
neighbours in the world, it muft needs g& to their 
heart to be parted. 

In Popiih countries, for example, where the 
clergy often fall into fuch carnal crimes andcopu-^ 

lati^ns^ 
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&//wy, as our fpotkfs fociety of faints here at home 
<3d abhor ; would it not be a heavy judgment upon 
a pious priejl to be dripped at once of his ivt^ore 
, and his ^2//£7r ? and then, would not an embargo 
y, ' ^ntopingy in the fame countries, have an afpeft 
a, ^very bit as terrible towards the church? For there 
J are, beyond fea, fuch monflers as drunken prle/fs ; 
though rtiy countrymen, who never fee fuch fights 
h(*re in England^ may imagine I talk wildly. And 
now^ for an honeft tippling ^r/^, who wolild as 
friicly fuffer death a3 thirft, to be thus reformed 
out of his bottle, and divbrced from his croney 
him\\ would be downright perfecutlon and a 
wounding of the church through his fides, 

A refoi"itiation is likewife fo tyrannical and 
hard-hearted, as to oblige the clergy to liVe 
as if there Was really fomething in religion, 
befidc fkrce 2ind ttthes ; and it cxpeft^ too that 
thefe fpiritual militia fliould be, at leaft, now 
and then upon duty, and not live idle above 
fix days in feven, and upon the fevenlh, not 
above nineteen hours in four and twenty. 

Befides, a reformation would be for reviving 
tbe force of fcripture laws, which bear w6n- 
derous hard upon the clergy. I remember par- 
ticularly, the third chapter to Timothy lays fuch 
intolerable injunitions and reftraints upon ihem,, 
as muft needs be as far from the liking of the 
genuine parfonSy as I am fure they are from their 

pradicc ; for the afordaid chapter cxped^s they 
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fliould hi no brawUrSy nor Jlrikers^ nor greedy of 
filthy lucre J nor given to wine j nor lifted up mih 
pride ; but^ on the contrary ^ that they fhotdd he 
blamelefsy vigilant ^ foher^ of good behaviour { ani 
apt to teach ; and 1 know not how many more 
impoflibiiities* 

A* gentleman in this city, whofe heart is 
fet upon a reformation of manners, gave mty 
not long ago, the perufal of his creed, out of 
which I drew the following dangerous pofiticns^ 
and now I publifh them, that the genuine clergy 
may guard againft them. 

1. He believes that a man may be faved by ad- 
hering to nailed truth and plain religion » 

2. That it is not damnable, not to believe 
what we cannot believe. 

3. That Chriftianity is as good a man as Or- 
thodoxy, faving the judgment of the clergy. 

4. That it is pofEble for a paftor to have grace 
in his heart, though he has never a rofe in his hat, 
and that he may tell truth, and inftrufl the peo- 
ple, though he be not wrapped up in twenty ells 
of Holland. 

5. That an innocent infant may be faved, with- 
out a paifon's dropping water upon its face, 

6v That a well-difpofed perfon may eat bread, 
and drink wine, in remembrance of our Saviour's 
death, without the priefl's form of words, which 
yet do not change the elements^ which yet are a proper 
facrifice^ which yet is not flejh and blood. 

7. That 
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7. That God may po/fibly pardon a repent- 
r- lUg finner, though the parfon do not abfolutely 
[ givi bis confenty and order hhnfo to do, 
K 8. That a man may venture to underftand the 
[i ^ndirjlandahk parts of fcripture. 
[ 9. That there is fuch a thing as a fcrupulous 

confcience ; with fubmijfton to theparfons. 

10. That a man may keep his oath :o King 
^eorge^ and yet not be damned for it ; again fa' 
^ing the opinion and praSfice of the high churchy 

11. That the clergy, as well as others, would 
be better, if they had fewer faults. 

I 12. That diffenters are our fellow- creatures. 

13, That religion is 2l, rational thing. 
My acquaintance above mentioned holds all 
thefe and more fuch heretical notions, which, 
Were they tolerated, would bring no fmall dan- 
ger to the church. But, I hope, hev genuine fons 
will continue their zeal, and defend her againft 
them all. 

- Among many other caufes which I could af- 
fign for the danger of the church, I (hall men- 
tion but two ; and thefe are two ho/y daySy the 
30/A of January, and the igth of May ; a cou- 
ple of days that fend many a pious pried to 
meet his fate. Then it is that our orthodox par- 
fins exert their wrath and eloquence with huge 
might and fuccefs. They demolifti the whigs, 
and then kill themfelves with joy and drink- 
ing. Cups and caioufals fucceed to zeal and 

fcold- 
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fcoldlng, and, many an able bodied Levite fa* 
crifices his fobriety and his tabernacle, to th( 
health and confufion of the church and low- 
church men. They fend dtiTenters to the devil, 
but go iirft themfelves, to tell him they are com- 
ing. 

Thus half the genuine clergy lay hands upon 
themfelves, and pour their own deaths down 
their throats. Some of them depart fpiced 
with right Nantz^ others fowfed in OMer^ 
fome pickled in Horence^ and many fieepedin 
Oxford aU. Ah thefe drunhn holydays ! (lays 
my witty friend Dr. By field) no body gets hj 
them but Lucifer and the excifemen. They havi 
turned the whole year into an idle jubilee^ and the 
common-prayer- booi into an almanac, I hate their 

fuperjlitious trumpery // is only the fFhort 

of Babylon in an Englifti vizory and the Pope in 
a periwig. I remember the time^ when we neither 
minded furplices nor faints days ; and then! drunk" 
mnefs was fent to the Jlocks^ and whoring to the 
, wfe of correSlion, But now ! the priejis are gone 
( hay^ and the people follow them. 

I am acquainted with a Roficrufian in this 
town, who hol(fs a correfpondence with the 
other worlds and in it with Hugh Peters parti- 
cularly, from whom he lately received the fd- 
lowing epiftle, a copy of which he gave, ine 
As it is the newejl and bed apology that ever ' 
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^i^^armade far drunkennefs, I chearfully publifli it, 

' for the feculiar fervice of my ecclejiaftical clients. 

J'o the truly illuminate^ and fuhlimate by the fym^ 

phony of the fpirit of ejfence^ bright above brightnefsj 

• and hlojjhm of inviftble knowledge^ Jacob Fitz Beh- 

tnen, living in the world ; Hugh Peters> a vifion-^ 

/try eleSfy wijhes perpetuity of permanence, 

' You tell me that your friend, the doSior^ 
" ^ drinks and decays apace, and that we ghofts 

* may foon expe£l his company, he being al- 

* ready almoft one of us, I am glad of the 

* news, and (hall be pleafed to fee him. But 

* I cannot with you condemn him for fvval- 
"* lowing fo much brandy and wine : On the 

* contrary, I applaud him, for his artful fca- 

* foning of himfelf with hot liquors for his remo*^ 

* val into this warm climate^ where, let me tell 

* you, it is ^^/(j^-^j^yx all the year. 

* It was for want of this extreme unSfion^" that 
■* Julius Cafar (the fobereft tyrant and whore- 
^ ma^er in the world) was plagued with the 

* ^y gripes half a century after his arrival on 

* this fide the grave, Alexander the Great^ by 

* report, was wifer, for it is a tradition here, 

* that his ghoft came reeking from a drunken 

* feaft, like a butterfly prcferved in fpirit of 

* wine. 

* Many great men^ SLud judges of the earthy 

* have' tried the fame expedient with comforta- 

< ble 
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ble fuccefs : But above all other fpecies of 
mortals the reverend the clergy, my ^r^- 
ther trade^ who underftand their intereft in 
the upper worlds the beft of all other charac* 
ters or crafts whatfoever, are not wanting 'v\ 
forefight and fagacity to fortify themfelves 
with hot liquors, and hot fermons^ againfi 
the influence of this hot region. You know, 
while they are in your worlds they are great mo- 
nopolizers of fire and brimftone, and when 
they come hither we do not grudge them tbtir 
own commodity, . 

* It is from this tribe of men chiefly we have 
an account of what i$ doing on lYi^ funny ftde 
of the globe ; for, being all profejfed politi- 
cians and newfmongers, we find them the 
bell intelligencers imaginable. Befldes, they 
are conjlantly comings and by that means, we 
never want advices. So that, whenever we 
fpy a hlack ghoji flalking towards the ferry, we 
all cry out, with one mouth, a mail from man" 
kind. 

* At all feafons of the year we have them 
pretty thick ; but it is incredible what gluts 
of them arrive a few days after the 30/A ^Ja- 
nuary, and the 29/A ^May. And the reafbti 
is obvious 5 for 

Here friend Hugh falls into the fame obfer* 
vations which I have already made, ami Ihews, 

beyond 
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l^eyond contradi£lion, how his brotber^tradi^ 
as he calls them, kill themfelves with preaching 
aad debauchery, at thtfe higlhcburcb tideSm 
Nothing fo <iuickly deftroys the conflitution, and 
the uhdirflandingj as brandy, and tobacco, and 
%ial. 

I have now, I may modejify hoaji^ fully proved 
the danger of the church; and, by affigning 
the true caufes of that danger, I am the only 
advocate (he has, who have not lytd upon 
this oecafion^ feeing all the numerous aflertors 
of her holy perils who went before me, do, 
in the account they give thereof, fib mofi 
ouiragepujly ; though I, who am not of their 
order ^ dare by no means fay fo. ^efe mm 
lay all the blame of this matter uipon infidels 
and profane perfom ; but I . can never join with 
them jn fuch an unreafonable charge ; for I 
cannot think it at all likely that the clergy would 
wilfully murder their own mother^ and fo be guil- 
ty of manfiaughter* 

My next ta(k'is to prove, that the church ought 
to be in danger^ and this I fhall do by (hewingy 
that fl)e gets by it. 

Pity is a potent paffion, and whoever has the 
art of gaining it, feldom fails to draw our * af- 
fections along with it. Now, the church having 
no other way of being beloved but to be pitied, 

I fhc 



ihe mufti in order XiOfthat^ appear exceeding niiib* 
xable and w«rfiil. 

Mifery is <^ten the ffrnttiji^ and fomelimea, 
Ae mify merit, which attends perfons and 
things : For proof of this, I never faw m 
rogui^ going to be hanged, though ever fo 
wickid andar^^, but he was firft fitiid^ and tbea 
frmjid ; efpecially by the women, who have a 
Jhwtgt bias to weeping and heing deceived. 

Hence it proceeded, that, when the d§H9r 
and hii high -church were both thought in m 
hopeful way to the gallows, our ortb^doec 
compaffion got the better of our heretical rtz-* 
ibn, and the champion merited our mercy, meerly 
by meriting a halter. 

The church, therefore, if fhe would be fife, 
muft be always in danger ; while ihe is fo, 
our concern for the old woman in diftrefs will 
throw duft in the eyes of our underftanding, and 
cfie£tually prevent a difcovery of her nakednefs and 
wrinkles. 

And now, to conclude, what remains but 
that the danger of the church, which is grown 
fo neceiTary to her well-being, be eftablifhed by a 
canon, and made the 'thirty-tenth article of her 
faithy to be believed on pain of damnation ? In the 
mean while, let me aiTume to myfelf the juft 
glory of having flarted the defign of Tuch an ar<- 
ticlc, by (hewing its reafonablenefs. 

Laftlj» 
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isflly, kvh^ readiry let me acquaint thee in 
w wcMxis, with my own ufeAihieis and iw^ot^ 
re, which makes me, indeed^ a little proud^ 
tat a bit mum. 

kod in the firft place, I have written a 
dilefi defence <tf priift^craft^ a tafk never 
mpted before. And yet the tnafters and 
rdians of that nohk fciena have proved 
unthankful clients, and even railed at nup 
f apologijiy moft unmercifully, and indeed 
njwirMy% But I have always obferved, 

erthedaxy has admirable talents for JilRng rf 
rs. I am, in particular, beholden to 9 
It do^or^ famous for paunch and princi* 
, who preached a whole fermon againft mc^ 
Birhich he foamed and reviled, beyond a po& 
ity of reply. Lord love him, ifpeffibk^ 
the only way of reafoning he knows. 

have likewife been moft chrijlianfy turfid 
(lany other pulpits, with the fame force of 
»mefs and lungs. Blefs me, that my loving 
(lly friends will not be taught more wit ! 
ad been rallying a fort of men who are very 

fellows, and fhameful enemies to con- 
nee, truth, and their country; and prefentiy 
Sart the Lord's ambafladors, and cry, fFe are 
men^ damn the author. At fuch odds are they 
li common fenfe, and the mercy e/Ged / 

1 2 Secondly, 
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Secondly, I have convinced feveral laymen^ 
that then is anotbir God bejide the clergy^, thou^ 
they had lived long in ignorance as to th^ 
point. And I have advice from divers coun« 
ties in England^ that when the parfons cock 
their beavers, and give themfelves airs, the 
country folks cut them down .with a Uxt out 
of parfon Jlberoni. When a vicar in Kent^ the 
other day, fent his clerk to a fenfible <dowa 
in the parifb, to demand his Eafter-dues on 
fain 9f excommunication^ Wbat^ fays Ralph to 
Stemboldj I warrant ye^ you come amhajjader 
now from the Lor ^s receiver general^. don* t you? 
And the chief inhabitants of a parifb in Surrf 
have fent a letter to their doctor here in 
town, begging him, if his belly be not too full^ 
to come down and preach among them, and not 
to affront them any longer with his journeyman. 

Thirdly, I have conferred reputation upon 
fix and fifty authors, every one of whom was 
gracioufly pleafed to write my boo^ after it was 
in print, and they are heartily welcome. AH 
their other works, when once they got into the 
comer of a bookfeller's fhop, grew rickety for 
want of handlings and fo could never travel 
over the counter, till a grocer's apprentice car- 
ried away the helplefs creatures in a charitabU 
wheel-barrow. Seven of thefe worthy gentle- 
inen> and one of them a grave counfellor in 

the 
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the temple^ confefled to me they were the au- 
thors of the apology^ but modeftly begged me? 
not to difcover tKem. I mud', however, thank 
«he bountiful Mr. P H~ , for his un- 
common goodnefs in adopting my poor father- 
Ufs cbildy as foon as it was brought forth into the 
public I fear it is more than ever I (hall be able 
to do for one of his* 

I am told that one of thefe fathers of mf 
pamphlet threatens to break fquares with the 
court, becaufe they have not yet rewarded him 
with a thoufand pounds a year. But, I doubt,. 
this ingenious pilferer of my parts and perform^ 
mncev^ too hafty. Why, iven /, who have writ- 
ten full fotrr half-fheets, for the good of my* 
felf and my country, am not yet lord high 
admiral, nor have fb much as the proffer of a 
hltu garter \ which fo difcontents me, that I 
will write no more thefe three days \ but thei^ 
I will fet about my apology for great men^ ia 
which I will prove them to be the civilleft crea- 
tures breathing to their own public perfons. Read- 
er, Jdieu, for a fortnights 

P. S. I acknowledge the former part of this boot 
has bun laid at the door of a gentleman or twOj whofe 
names do me honour. 1 wijh they may be as well 
f leafed on this occafion as f am. 
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Cardinal ALBERONTi 



LETTER, 



Maji Reverend and Holy Brother y 

NOtwithftanding the great multiplicitjr 
of bufinefs I am now engaged in^, 
which calls for more than ordinaiy 
application ; yet the efteem and afFedion I 
have for you, obliges me to anfwer the over- 
tures you were pleafed to make to the king my 
mafter, by his excellency the Marquis de Mon* 
iileont. I cannot but thank your Ibrdfhip for 
congratulating me on the promotion my mailer 
has been pleafed to honour me with, and| for 
the fervice you are fo good as to think' I 'fhall 
do the church in it. Truly, my lord, as I 
have the interefts of it entirely at heart, I 
have ufed my utmoft endeavours to procure 
your advancement to the higheft Aations ia 
it. And I have the happineft to tell you, that 
the pope is fo well fatisfied with your condu£b, 

I S that: 
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that he ^Icfign^ you very fliortly for thecoa« 
clave : But, in his fatherly goodnefs, befeeches 
you to continue a little longer jomx dudful re« 
ibluiions of fervinj!: him in the po^ you are 
now in. As I am fenfible no one has deferved 
the bat better than yourfelf, you may be afiiired, 
that your merit will have the fuccefs you de« 
fire. But the necejSity of our affairs requires, 
your attendance a little longer in that ftatioO). 
where you are fo great an ornament and fup-^ 
port.. The obftinacy of your king has em- 
baralled me not a little, and defeated dioie glo« 
rious defigns I had laid for the fovereignty of 
the church. His meafures are fo deftrudivt off 
our grandeur, and fo prejudicial to the power 
we have fo juftly exercifed over the confciences 
of the laity, that I have no other< profped, 
but of the growth of herefy, and particularly 
of that damnable one, of mens thinking for 
Ithemfdves*. How fecure foever vi^e might thint 
curfelves in thofe times- when ch\irchmen were 
9lBbafladors, and all the honours of the ftate^ 
tdefigned for fome patriots oi^ the clergy \ yet 
ibofe hapgy days are paft, and I can forefee 
m)thing now but the ruin of the churchy fmce 
you and our other friends are unemployed^. 
and none but nvean fervile fpirited p^rfons ad- 
* vaAcedj, that have act fouls formed for. the plear 

furo. 
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are of commanding. Pray, my Lord» what 
is a clergyman that is not full of the dignity of 
his order ? Men are to be borne down with 
the notion tsi our imaginary preheminence : If 
our charafiers are examined,, our reputation 
muft ilnk ;. but, while the laity admire impli- 
citly the low^ of our order, how much muft' 
they adore the greatefl ? But I need not men*^' 
tion this to your lordihip, who are fufficlently 
(enfible of the excellency of your profeffion,, 
;ttid comfort yourfelf with all that diftance and^ 
majefty that becomes a fpiritual prince. But* 
£iv«; me leave, my lord, to fay, your refo*- 
lution of oppofing your king, in all. his mea- 
fiires, is full of piety and catholic obedience ; 
it is agreeable to thecondud): of your illuftrioas. 
predeceilors, and highly beneficial to the churcbi, 
whole intereft is always inconfifient with a> 
gentle and virtuous reign,, and whofe happl*- 
S(^ can never be reconciled with any thing but- 
arbitrary and unlimited power.. Upon this 
view, I think I can never enough commend; 
your lordflkip's zeal, and your paffionate de- 
fence of our ecclefiaftical prerogatives, andi 
that you fo well juftify perfecution under the- 
notion of wholefome feverities, and Chriftian 
compulfion : Though, at the iame time I cannof 
but grieve, that you ihould be «blig^d to makf 

L6 uf 
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life of fuch a fubterfiige of words, and that 
your fword cannot eflablifh what reafon contra- 
di£h« But Cnce truth at laft will prevail, and 
whatever fpecious arguments may be ufed by us,^ 
under the pretence of guarding eftabliflied re- 
ligion,^ a moft ufeful word, and what we can 
never depart from but to the deftnifHon of our 
power ; let me pnly remind your lordfliip of 
Ibme maxims which I think extremely condu- 
cive to our intereft, and what muft at lafr, 
if rightly purfued, beat dowa all oppofi* 
lion. 

Firftdien, my Lord, you are fenfible, by aiH 
die fteps you have taken, and the whole tenor, 
of your condu£^, that nothing fo much- pre^ 
iiRrves the power we have ufurped, aa the en«. 
couragemenl of an implicit dependence of the 
laity on the clergy \ to inculcate that no*, 
thing deftroys faith fo much as reafon ; and, 
whatever conti-adiflion it may be in fenfe, yet 
in religion it is an edablifhed rule, that the bet- 
ter any man fees, the more occafion he has 
for a guide, and that he walks moft fafe and 
fccure that is moft blind, cfpecially if he has 
t)ie good fortune to be led by another full as. 
blind as himfelf. This is fo,fui>daniental a 
truth, that I do not fo much wonder, that 
your piou9 and learned convocation has fo. 
warmly cenfured thofe contrary doArines that 
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bave been lately advanced ; I am furprized that 
every clergyman has not oppofed them with alt 
the vehemence fo great a caufe deferves : Foe 
notwithftandin^ the great reafon of your anta* 
gonift, and his virtuous and unblemifhed life, 
yet the whole body of the clergy, feparated a»^ 
well as united, fllould have rifen up in this com* 
mon concern ; and whatever they want in 
learning, f^nfe^ or ingenuity, ihould have 
been made up by malice and detra£Hon. Not 
that I think I ought to accufe any of thofe tha^ 
have wrote againft. him upon this head ; but 
methinks enough has not been done, confideT'-* 
ing the importance of the fubjed, and the mar 
ny and excellent examples they have had in all 
times of the church : For I need not tell you. 
of the fatal, confequences of thefe opinions^ 
you know then^ too well, not to oppofe them 
with a proper warmth ; biit ftill let me tell 
you, if a timely ftop be not put to the growth 
of this accurfed herefy, no clergyman fhall 
hereafter dare to be vicious, ignorant, and lewdt^ 
but he fhall immediately lofe the nfpcA that 
13 due to his orde^r. And what a deplorable 
ftate Chriflianity mufl then be in, we can only 
confider with horror and confternation. But 
if, my lord, men. wilt be fo abandoned an|l 
obflinate, as not to renounce their reafon, let 
inc then recommend to your lordfhip's pious 

thoughts: 
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thoughts fomethiug that may obviate the ill 
eflfeds of fuch notions, and what mayatlaft 
cffcAually root out this herefy. Nothiog, my 
lord, can re-inflate us in our old privileges,- 
but a fufficient competenqr for the clergy, in- 
dependent of the laity. Let the church pur- 
chafe every advowfon, and then they may pro- 
mote thofe perfons that will heft ferve their 
intereft. What fway parifb-priefls naturally 
have, is too plain to be^infifled on. Mens 
fears always make them flaves ; and a (kilful 
application to the pafEons, efpecially in mat- 
ters of importance, gives fuch an authority that, 
is not eafy to be refifted. Let then every con- 
ifiderable benefice be appropriated ; let the uni- 
verCties make uTe of the avarice of the laity. 
to enflave them, and let no price deter them :. 
Then, when the church is in polleffion of the 
means to aggrandize itfelf, the execution of 
their power will and mufl: follow of courfe; 
then barbarity and fuperftition fhall: again ileu- 
fi(h ; and then dominioii, riches, and vene- 
ration, that are due to men of fuch exalted 
cbiracSlers, fliall be eflablifhed. And, to con- 
vince you how neceflary fuch a provifion is, 
kt me obferve, that no fooner were the re*-- 
venues of the church faciilegioufly plundered, 
but our authority dwindled* The policy and 

management^ 
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ma;iagement of fuperftition could no longer 

be carried on, when the end of that fuperSir 

tion was deftroyed i and the reformation was 

only made effedual, by. flopping up the ave-^ 

nues of our wealth, and consequently by 

making the clergy dependent for fubfiftance. 

And here I cannot but cpnfider, with incredible 

fatisfaSion, the wifdom of our ecdefiaftical 

fcheme : Every thing bears fuch a proportion 

fo fitted for the profperity and glory of the 

church, and to keep mankind our flaves by 

a continued ft ate of poverty and oppreffiony, 

that I am amazed, when I think how it 

was poffible fuch an united force could be 

broke> founded on ignorance and fuperftition^ 

and made more ftrong by the advantage we 

gained by their combination. But as this 

fcheme was entirely built on worldly prudence ; 

as the glory, and riches of the church were 

only conlidered, without any regard to virtue^ 

grdbity, or true religion, fome were righteous 

zealors that bad no paffions lo gratify, and no 

ambition but to do good (as there are fome of the 

{ame principles now) began to be oflfended at 

the vicious lives of the clergy, and inveig^ied 

agaiaft the uiurpation we had exercifed fo 

fully over the underftandings of mankind : 

i^d. as x)ur. authority iiib£fted only upon hn- 

flictt 
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pBcit refpeca, and was only fecure by being, 
not examined, down it fell, the objefi of 
fcorn to atheifts, but of grief and' pity to all 
true Tons of the church. But as ambition^ 
pride, and luxury are palBons we cannot reilff, 
we begun of late to feel the happy efftfls of 
our influence over the weaknefs of the peo<^ 
pie, by the uncommon admiration of ouc 
charaiflers, as God's ambafladors. Our ufeful 
6o£lrines of confeflion and abfoHition were 
boldly enforced, and the ignorant prieft repre-^ 
fented as a reconciler of God unto men. 
Your convocation glorioufly laid the foun- 
dations of our future power and incroach- 
hient} by difplayihg the danger and deceit 
of mens thinking for themielves,. and per* 
fecution artfully was encouraged under the 
harmlefi name of fdf defence, by the ftrong 
guard of penal laws ; a method that will de- 
ftroy at the fame time it gives us the pleafure 
of hypocrify and diffimulation. Since we had 
arrived fo far, what an infinite mortification 
was it to us all, to fee the hopes of fo fruitful 
a harveft entirely difappointed, efpecially when 
our arms had flattered us with fuch a vafl pro- 
fpcft of fuccefs !' So thatj in theanguifh of my 
iicart, I can fcarce help applying the prophecy 
of the church's continuance, to the party 
thai oppofcs us, That tbf gates of hdl Jhall not 

frruail 
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revail againft them. But notwithftanding, mf 
Lord, let us remember, Non precihusj fed artt 
V ingenh fuperandum ^ ; we are not yet ar- 
rived to that pitch of wickednefs, as to think 
that God will affift us; and therefore bur de-' 
pendance mud be on ourfelves. Let then your 
firft care be, to make the clergy independent 
of the ftate, give them an eafy fortune, and 
free from all poflibility of want ; and then their 
natural* ambition will fpur them on to the high-*^ 
eft points of power j fire them^ if they want 
it, with the renowned examples of Anjelm^ 
Bickety and Laud ; and, though books and read- 
ing, be their averfion, yet ground them in the 
great actions of thefe prelates, till you bring 
them to the eleventh and twelfth centuries, 
and there leave them to their pious medita- 
tions. But I could wilh, my Lord, that the 
Ignorance of the clergy that are well afFe£lecl 
to. U3, was not quite fo great. They feem to 
have the fame flupidity as if they had no op« 
po(ers ; but they (hould confider, that they are 
to ftruggle and contend with a laity that know 
the fcriptures, which they do not : That they 
are well verfed in eccfefiaftical hiftory, and 
confeq^uently fenfible of the defigns and cor- 
ruptions of the clergy, who fee, that the laity 
IjAyc been formerly grolsly deceived j and that 

the 
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tbc fame fort of men would deceive them i- 
gain, having the fame intereft. That I am 
amazed they do not ufe the utmoft artifice, ctU 
up all their cunnings and, if it is pof&ble, ooun- 
teifeit being honeft men for once, to gain the 
end they propofe. But, though I cannot but 
grieve at this uncommon carelefsnefs, yet it is 
ibme pleafure to me, to find your legifiature con- 
curring in my fentiments, in giving the uni- 
verfities a power of nominating to the benefices 
of catholic patrons : Were fuch a power io 
other hands,, it might be fatal: to us i but tbeie 
it is fafely lodged, and contributory to every pur- 
pofe we can defire. You do well to advance 
•very thing that tends to the fupport of our 
perfuafion,. and oppofe every thing that may 
unite the differences of thofe that diflent from 
the communion of the church ; wifely you 
inveigh againft the plaufiblenefs of th^ir per- 
verfenels and obftinacy, and deprive them of 
the comnton and natural birthright of fubjeds. 
It was this firft raifed the church, and the fame 
methods will prevail again. And if it (hould, 
then (let us enjoy the lovely thought) {hall 
confeffion, by its happy difarming itfelf, lay 
each family at our feet, while perfecution* 
fhall march majeftic with its crofier, and beat 
down all oppofers. Then fhall herefy, though' 

cloathed 
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ed with every virtue, be thrown into th* 

and excomaiunicatian, mounted and al* 

i like death, mow down whole nationtj 

may we fatiaU our revenge, indulge our 

e, and enjoy the honoun, riches, and 

ration of mankind without any merit what* 

er ; in fhorr, have the full and- neceflar/ 

£t of an cftabliflimeQt, (hat every mouth 

uld be flopped, or cry out, BUjJidU ht that 

nth in ihi namt of tht Ltrd: 

I am> with the greateft leTpc^ 

K«uri> Vfi 
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INdependency at court is a herery in po- 
litics, never pardoned, much Ufs counte* 
nanced tbirt. Our whig^ therefore, adheres 
to his principles, and has no pretcnfions to a 
place. " 

■ Caret invidenda fobrius aula. He icorns 
all implicit faith in the ftate, as well as the 
church* The authority of names is nothing 
to him ; he judges all men by their anions 
-and behaviour, and hates a knave of his own 
•party, as much as he defpifes a fool of another* 
He confents not that any man, or body of men^ 
fball do what they pleafe. He claims a right of 
examining all public meafures, and, if they de- 
fer ve it, of cenfuring them. As he never faw 
much power pofTeiTed without fome abufe, he 
•takes upon him to watch thofe that have it; and 
to acquit or expofe them, according as they ap« 
ply it, to the good of their country, or their own 
crooked purpofes. 

As to religion, our whig is a proteftant ; 
not becaufc he was born fo, according to the 

canting 
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tiuch power pofTeiTed without fome abufe, he 
akes upon him to watch thofe that have it; and 
> acquit or expofe them, according as they ap« 
ly it, to the good of their country, or their own . 
"ooked purpofes. 

As to religion, our whig is a proteftant ; 
7t becaufe he was born fo, according to the 
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canting abfurdity in vogue ; or bred fo^ fioce 
in infancy religion is acquired like a leilbo in 
grammar, purely by the help of memory ; and 
therefore children learn it, whether it be good 
or bad, as they do language from their nurfe, 
or their parents. But he is a proteftant becaufe 
his judgment and his eyes inform him, that the 
principles of that' faith are warranted by the bi- 
ble, and confident with our civil liberties ; and 
he thinks every fyftem which is not fo, to be 
forgery and impofture, however dignified or dif- 
tinguifhed. 

In confequence of this he has a great refpecl 
for the office of a clergyman ; and for his per- 
fon, if he deferves it. But, if his do^hine or 
practice difgraces his order, our whig owns 
iris contempt for the man. The clergy are 
the beft or the worft of men ; and, as the firft 
cannot be too much honoured, the latter cannot 
be too much defpifed. It is of good example, 
and there is equai reafon in it. Why fhould 
virtue and villany fare alike ? Names do not 
change qualities, nor habits men. Where is 
the equity of rewards and punlfhments, and 
confequently the force of all laws, human and 
divine, if vile men muft be reverenced, and the 
good can be no more ? 

It 
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It is but reafonable, that all men (hould be 
judged by their a£lions, and reverenced, or 
fcorned, according to the goodnefs or wtcked- 
ncfs of their lives, without any regard had ta 
tiieir titles or garbs ; which fignify no more 
than a breath of wind, or the bark of a tree. 

There is not a greater infult upon the under- 
ftandings of mankind, than for priefts to chal- 
knge refped from their habit, when they have 
forfeited it by their behaviour. There is no 
fan£lity in garments. A rcfe in a man's 
bat does not enlarge his piety. Grace is not 
conveyed by a piece of lawn, or chaftity by 
the wearing of a girdle. A black gown has 
neither more fenfe, nor better manners, than a 
black cloak. Nor is a black cloak more edify* 
iflg than a fuftian frock ; no more than a cam« 
brie bib is an antidote againft lewdnefs, or an 
atonement for it. 

This confecrating of garments, and deriving 
veneration from a fuit of cloaths, is bare* 
faced prieftcraft. It is teaching the practice of 
idolatry to a gown and caflbck. If a little 
fenfelefs pedant, who is a living contradidion 
to virtue and breeding, can but whip into 
orders, and cover himfelf with crape, the firft 
thing he does is to overlook and affront all 
mankind, and then demand their reverence. 

Vol. I. K - Hit 
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His furplice is bis citadel^ and he claims tiic 
impunity of an ambafTador for being graceiefi 
and (aucy. 

As to the common jdefence which is madt 
for their immoralities ; namely, That they are 
flefh and blood as well as other men, it is a 
wretched piece of fophiftry. If they are not better 
than others, how are they £t to mend others \ 
And, if they cannot leave their captivity to fia 
and S4tan, how come they to claim fo near 
an alliatu:e with heaven ? If they have GofTi 
commiffion in -their pockets, and yet will eo- 
gage in another feivice, what name and treat* 
jnent <io they deferve ? We know the fate of 
rebels and deferters in a lay government. 
Can men iticceed to the apoftles with the qua- 
lities and behaviour of apoftates ? How will 
they reconcile a holy calling to infamous lives i 
A dergyman, who is as bad as an ill layman, 
is confequcntly worfe. In that charader there 
is no medium between doing good and doing 
mifcbief ; fince the influence of example is 
fironger than that of precept. As the doc- 
trine and pradice of piety make up the pro* 
feffion of a clergyman; he who deferts trudi 
and holinefs, deferts his profeffion, and ought 
to be no longer owned for a teacher of le- 
ligion, but Ihunned and hated, as a foe to «• 
ligion and mankiia^* 

Tli5 
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The derg7 have made fuch a terrible and 
inhuman ufe of t>ow«r^ in all ages and coun- 
tries where they could come at it, that our 
whig is for keeping their nails always pared, 
and their wings dipped, in this particular. 
Keafon and liberty are the two greateft gifts 
and bleffings which God has given us, and yet 
where- ever a pricftly authority prevails, they 
muft either fly or fuffer. They arc enemies 
to the craft, and muft expedl no toleration* 
Darkneis and chains are the fureft pillars of 
the facerdotal empire, and it cannot ftand with* 
out them* 

Let us remember archbi(hop Laud^ who hav- 
ing got the regal power out of a weak prince's 
hands, into his own, fet his face againft truth, 
property, confciencc, and liberty, and tram- 
pled them all under foot for feveral years to- 
gether. A fpirit of cruelty and dominion 
governed this man, and he governed king and 
people. His heart was fo impioufly bent upon 
deftroying confcience and the conftitution, 
and exaltiifg the prieflhood, that, when any man 
was oppreiTed in a paltry, tyrannical, bifhop'a 
court, the judges in IVeJImrnJler-haU durft not 
obey their oaths, and the law, by relieving 
him ; but were forced to be forfworn to avoid 
die anger of his Grace. This upftart, pie* 
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beian pried, hoped to fee the //W, whenntfHm 
Jack gentUman in England would dare Ujlad 
before a parfon with his bat on, A fine (ccfw 
truly ! to fee a gentleman of fortune and breed- 
ing ftand ftooping, and bare-headed, to a fmall, 1 
ill-nurtured vicar ; who had, perhapt, formerly 
■cleaned his (hoes, and liv^d upon the -crumbs that 
•came from his table I 

Let us look back into former ages, and round 
Europe at this day, and fee whether abjed fb* 
very in the people is not, and always has been, 
the certain confequence of power in the priefta. 
It cannot be denied. 

I ^ thank God, I know no power our ctergy 
have but that of fuing for tithes, and the 
like privileges, which they receive from the 
law alone. Thofe ecclefiaftics who claim, by 
divine right, finy other power, than that of 
exhortation^ talk nonfenfe and belie the new 
teftament. To the law, and the people who 
made that law, they owe their bread ; and to 
fet up for an independency in oppofition to 
loth, and pretend to a mailer/hip ov^r them, 
is arrogant, dangerous, and ought to be j>e- 
nal. I am told it is capital, here in England^ 
for a proteftant to go over to the Romijb re- 
ligion ; and yet (hall a , prieft dare publicly, 
from the pre& and the pulpit, to claim, and to 
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fiiftify, the moft cfTential and moft formidable 
principles of popery; and thereby declare his 
reconciliation with that bloody religion,. 
which is fupported by frauds, bondage, and 
human flaughter : And (hall he for all thi^ go* 
unqueflioned ? This, in my opinion, is tor 
contend with impunity for ufurpation and re- 
bellion. 

Some would feena to qualify thefe pretenfions,- 
by faying, that they claim a power, but not 
an independent power. Which feems, in thi$ 
cafe, a fort of a contradidion. For if it is z 
power, and yet depends upon another power,^ 
then is it, properly fpeaking, a jurifdi£lion 
of fubje£lion, and an authority under an au* . 
thority,. And, while the law and the hierarchy 
are thus owned to be mafter and man, we dedre 
no more. 

Our whig is for an unlimited toleration of 
all diffenters whatfoever, who own the law» 
and our civil form of government. A^ to 
their religious opinions, they are juflified in 
them by fincerity ; and, even where that is* 
wanting, God alone is able to judge, and a- 
lone has a right to punifh« In matters of con- 
fcience, he who does liis beft does well, though 
he is midaken ; here all men muft determine 
fox themfelves : He who follows another in this 

K 3 cafe^ 
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cafe, Without inquiry, is man's votary, tn' 
net God*8« As we kare a right to enquire 
into the truth of any religion, we have alfa 
a tight to leave k, if it appears falfe : But if 
it fiands the teft of examination, and appears 
true, then is our adherence to it founded up- 
on our own judgment, and not upon autbo* 
rity« If there be no right of inquiry, where 
IS the ufe of perfuafion, which implies doubt? 
Or of reading the fcripture, which implies ud- 
Jerftandir.g / V/e believe net a thing till wo 
ll^ink it true \ and cannot believe it, -if wf 
ifunk it falfe : And to puniAi men for b«vin|f 
eyes, or having none, it equally diabolical and 
fvrannical. 

Men difagree daily about matters which are 
fubjed to the examination of fenfe : and is it 
likely that we can be all of a mind about 
things which are invifible and difputable i 
do£tors themfelves are daily cavilling ; every 
one contradi^s another, and yet all are in the 
right, and each demands, our faith to bis par- 
ticular invention. We cannot follow al} ; and 
among equal authorities pray which is the beft i 
For the fame reafon that we cannot believe every 
one of them, we n«ed believe i)one of them, up« 
00 their owaword. 

Omt 
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Our whig goes farther, and thinks that aH 
pratcflants ought to be equally employed in 
a ftate to which they are equally well afFe<^ed. 
The magiftrate has nothing to do with fpecu- 
lations that purely concern another life : Nor 
19 it of any confequence to him, whether his 
febje<5l:s have a greater fondnefs for a cloak or 
a furplice : Their afFe<3ions to the political 
power, and their capacity to ferve it, are only 
tQ be confulted and encouraged. Provided a 
man loves liberty and his country, what is 
k to the commonwealth whether he Angs his 
prayers, or fays them ? Or whether he thinks a 
HJhopy or a prejbyter the nearer relation to St. 
J'aulf 

Tbefii twe. words (bijhop and prefiyter) fig- 
tiiffr, in fcripture, one and the fame thing, and 
are equally ufed to fignify one and the fame 
officer. Our great ehu^ch-men, indeed, have 
been pleafed to think the bible miftaken iar 
this matter, and to be in the right themfelves. 
They have made epifcopacy and prelbytery at 
oppoSt^ to each other, as paradife and purgatory^ 
and have frequently gone to cutting of throats to 
prove their point. 

I muft confefs a diocefe, and a feat in the 
boufe of Lords, are unanfwerable reafons for 
the divine right of epifcopacy. There is no 

K 4 way 
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way of confuting them. You may as welF ar- 
gue with a Guiney merchant againft the felling of 
flaves. 

BcHdes, a lordly creature, who never preaches 
(miracles having long ago ceafed) and keeps a 
great table and equipage, and enjoys all the 
great and good things of this life, carries in all 
thefe macks fuch an evidence of his being Su 
PauPs right heir, in a lineal defcent, that I 
wonder any body dare doubt It. 

Ho.wever, as the plaineft things in faith ate 
made doubtful among divines, who have an ad- 
mirable knack at ftarting difficulties, where no 
body elfe v^ould expefl them ;. our whig is of 
opinion, that the teacher, who walks on foot, 
has as good a title to difpute abcHit religion, 
and maintain his own, as the right reverend 
docior, who fupports his orthodoxy with a 
coach and fix i and (hould be as much encour 
«raged by the civil/ magiftrate, if his principles 
and behaviour fquare with the conflitution. Is 
a man a better neighbour, or fubjed^, for nod- 
ding to a table, at the upper end of a chao- 
cel, . or for pronouncing his faith towards the 
eafl ? Our church<men may find good caufc 
to enjoin thefe necejfiiry things^, which the fcrip- 
ture had forgot, and enjoy great benefit and 
obedience from the practice of them) but, in 

temporal 
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temporal matters, I am not fully convinced that 
they make a man's head wifer, or his heart ho- 
nefter. 

I cannot here omit taking notice of an old 

fallacious cry, which has long rung in our 

cars ;. namely, that of No btjhop^ no kmg. This 

folid argument was ufed, with royal fuccefs,. 

by king James the firjl^ when he fat deputy 

for the clergy, and difputed with the puritans, 

at the conference at Hampton-Court. It was, 

indeed, the beft he could ufe; however he 

ftrengthened, and embellifted it, with feveral 

Imperial oaths, which he fwore on that occa- 

fxon, to the utter confufion of his antagonifts, 

and the great triumph of the genuine clergy and 

the archbifhop ; who beftowed the Holy Ghoft 

upon his majefty, for Ris zeal and fwearing on the' 

church's fide. 

This ftupid y2?y«^ has formerly filled our' 
piifons with diflenters, and chaced many of 
them to America ; and by this means weaken- 
ed the kingdom and the proteilant religion,^ 
to keep up good neighboiirhood between the 
bifliops and the prince. But they were nei- 
ther the bifliops, nor their creatures, that reftored 
king Charles the fecond^ but a fet of true blue 
preft)yterians, who were rewarded for it with' 
gaols, fines, ?ind /ilent fabhaths. 

K 5 Loyalty 
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Loyalty is not confined to the mitre. BT* 
(hops have given more difturbance, and oca'^ 
fioned more difirefles to prince and people,, 
than any other fort of men upon earth. This 
I can prove* ^Our own bifhops, for near sa 
hundred years before the revolution, were in 
every fcheme for promoting tyranny and 
bondage. On the other hands our diillenters 
were ever eminent oppofers of arbitrary power,, 
and always lived peaceably under thofe princes 
who ufed them like fubjcds.. If they took op 
arms when they were opprefled, . church-men> 
have done the fame, and often without that 

caufe.. 

Had it not been for dii&nters> I queftion: 
whether we (houid now have had cither this 
coi)ftitution, this king, or this religion. It 
is well known that a great majority of our 
church-men have got claims and principh. 
utterly irreconcileahle to either. The raoft 
mifchievous tenets of popery -^re adopted and 
maintained, and the ground, upon which ou^ 
fccurity and fuccefilon fland, is boldly under- 
miaed. It is dreadful and incredible what a 
reprobate fpirit. reigns amongft the higfah 
clergy. 

The convocation have fallen fiercely upon. 
Itofe who have fjillen upon popery and Jaco^ 

hitifm.. 
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^ICiYm* And what a popi&, impious and re-^ 
i^ellious fpirit reigns at Oxford^ they thcm- 
Uves lave me the trouble of declaring. Dif- 
affe£lion is promoted ; open and black perjury- 
ia juflified ; and it is held lawful to defy al- 
mighty vengeance for a morfel of bread. A 
man's confcience is tried by an oath>^ «ndhethat 
can fwallow any, has none.. 

But it is not enough to fbijpwreck their foql^^ 
for their livings, nor to keep this helliih cor • 
ruption at home; As they prafUfe fo 'they 
teach, and the fpreading of their own guilt,, 
and the making others as bad as themfelvcs (if 
laymen can be fo) is made the duty of their 
fiinftions, and the bufinefs of their lives.. Can 
Antichrift do worfe ? And are thefe men, who* 
walk in the paths of atheifm and perdition, fit to* 
Dead others to holinefs and eternal life ?' 

One of the greateft men of the laft* age told^ 
king William, that the univerfities, if they 
continued upon the prefent foot, would itfkxoy 
him, or the nation, or fome of his fucccflbrs,. 
And they have ever fince been endeavouring: 
to make good his words> That prince was fo 
thoroughly apprized of the dangerous geniu3« 
and principles of thefe two bodies of men, that 
he intended a regulation^ but, as it is faid,. 
wad prevented by the pernicious advice of the 

K 6. late: 
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late duke of S j who had at that timn 

gained the king's confidence, and was ajt tbe 
head of the whigs, biU was betraying both, and 
making a party with the tories, ^s afterwards 
plainly enough appeared. 

How far, and how faft, thefe feminaries have 
lince then corrupted and inflamed the people, 
every body knows, and the nation feels. Had it 
not been for them, we (hould have lighter 
taxes, and fewer foldiers. 

Upon, the coming in of his prefent majefly,. 
we thought we had, a right to expeS fuch mea- 
fures of government as would not only fecure. 
US for the time being^^ but prevent a relapfc 
into the dangers out of which Providence had. 
Juft plucked us by the death of——.* It is 
certain that the king brought along with him, and' 
fiill preferves a difpofit^on tp do us all the good 
which we can propofe or defirc, 

AH thofe whigs therefore who had no fe- 
cret ends to ferve by dark dealings with the 
tories, nor private fortunes to raife by neg- 
ledling or perplexing the public, infifted upon 
the punifhment of thofe who had bargained 
away the nation, and upon a vifitation of the 
univerfities, and both were undertaken and 
promifed. But, why neither was done, they 
w ho are concerned can bcft tell^ if telling was 

proper.. 

• QijeeaAnne* 
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proper. In the mean time th^y cannot blame us 
fir gneffing^. 

I am only forry that the great and furprizing 
tendernefi, which fome have (hewn for the 
liigh clergy, has not been able to produce one 
infiance of loyalty or moderation* Perhaps 
the prieflhood will accept of no alliance with- 
cfut a totaf alteration ; and that the adoption 
of two. or three eminent perTons of. their fac- 
tion into partnerfhip with fome other eminent 
perfonS) pretending to be of a different fa£libn> 
will not do; 

However that be, the univerfities feem to 
dread no fuch thing as a vifitation. Whether 
they have aflurances given them, or whether thejr 
t^ke their conjectures from our other meaftires for 
reformation, I cannot fay. ^ 

The fame fpirit which leads us to leflen ouf 
t^xes and clear the public, and to enlarge 
the bottom of liberty and the proteftant faitb- 
by unyoking of diffenlers, will carry us aHb 
tp remove the corruption of our feminaries, 
^nd their difafFeCled fpawn in too many pa- 
rifhes. But, when fuch a fpirit will arife, wc 
are not able to foretel. We have been already 
long defuded with many prophecies and promi- 
it% of that kind, which, as pofitive as they 
were, ^d as probable as they appeared, have 

never 
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never been fulfilled. We have been even tircl 
with hoping and believing, and now defpairaod 
infidelity have fucceeded, and are like to laft ai 
long as their cauTes laft. 

Our liberties, in the mean time, lie ex« 
ceeding precarious. The high clergy have 
fiill the fame engines to play againft them» 
which in time paft have gone very near utterly. 
to overturn them.. Their divine right is pre* 
ferved as the apple of their eye ; a blind be* 
lief in them is inculcated with all their might v 
and a blind obedience to any royal idol, who 
will purchafe their flattery by worfhipping thero,. 
M at all times the burden of their harangues.. 
•As to this laft article, we are, I thank God,, 
very fafe at prefent -y but the prefent will not be 
\Jway8. 

I could here wonder, for two or three pages,, 
at the marvellous ftrength of nonfenfe, and 
the pitiful we^nefs of human minds, who 
by the perfuafion of falfhood and contradiction 
can grow zealous for their own bonds and 
wretchednefs. And yet is it not fo in moft 
countries, where people are miferable by the ad- 
vice of their priefts to pleafe a tyrant ? -*♦ 

There are bounds fet to the power of our 
princes, by the fame laws which made them 
princes. An Engltjh king is limited as well, 
though not fo much as a Dutch fiadtbolder, and 

fpr 
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^ the fame reafon.. The difSsrence of names- 
•Jtcrs not the cafe. Would a Dutch pricflL 
^^e, in that free country, to tell the people, 
' ^<it they ought to be flaves to an officer o£ 
^cir cwn making,, and yet go without a whip-* 
Ping^ or difmtifion^ or fomething flill worfe ^ 
I3 it high, treafbn to aflert that a king has no 
(Jtle, and ought to be depofed ?' And is it no^ 
crime to argue and maintain that the people 
are flaves, and their lives and property at the 
mercy of one- whom they created, and whofe 
duty it is,, to defend thofe lives and that pro« 
perty f 

It is trtie, too many of the high, clergy never 
once pradife this doctrine themfelves, and' 
never encourage it in others but for profitable- 
purpofes. But fuch is their want of fhame,, 
that they never quit it, and yet never obferve 
It. They preach againft rebellion, and prac- 
ttffe rebellion, juft as they are pleafed, or out o£ 
humour. 

Our whig fees with pain and fear the dan« 
gerous condition of our dibts and taxes* 
They are a heavy and melancholy load upon 
the nation, and will be (b, till it pleafes God 
to raife up proper hands to relieve us, and who 
will fee about it, while it is yet pradticable, be-« 
fore, more new wars have puzzled and increafed 

our. 
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our accounts beyoncf a poflibility of clearing. 
them. They are at prefent a canker in the 
hearts of many people, ' and create numeroui 
foes, whom we in vain ftrive to terrify or re- 
concile, if we do not lefTen their burdens. 

From hence the enemies of our peace and* 
liberty take pretence, and find ample rnate^ 
rials, for fowing difafFedion \ and' we in vain 
confront, or contradrS them. If we are afked,. 
when we (hall have Aont fighting and taxing? 
we eilher know not what to anfwer, or if we 
name a time fbr their ending, at lead their begin- 
liihgto end, they will not take our word. 

With the cure of public evils, difaiFe£tion 
will be cured alfo. All men, therefore, who 
are friends to the king, or the nation, will 
labour this happinefs; will avoid entering in- 
to air wars which are not abfolutely necefiary 
to the public fecurity, and will take every op- 
portunity to end thofe which are fo, upon 
honourable terms : And by this teft let them 
be tried : We have before our eyes a pregnant 
ihftance in France (and, I doubt, a dangerous 
one too for its neighbours) where an almoft uni- 
verfal difaffeftion is changed into as univerfal a 
Tbve to the adminiflration, upon the appearance of 
its afting for the public good. 

We have fo good a prince, that, let our 
debts be ever fo high and embarafledj we have 
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■o reafen to fear a fponge, or a flanding ar- 
iny9 to clear the kingdom of its mortgages, 
though it could be done no other way : And 
ki his goodnefs is our greateft hope. There 
are many good fubje£b who terrify themfelves 
with fuch imaginations, which, indeed, are 
truly terrible, were they well grounded. But 
his majefty's virtue and the importunate caH 
of the nation will, no doubt, be too hard, 
at laft, for any ill management or worfe de- 
figns of any, who may find their account in 
dabbling in public misfortunes ; and who, whiift 
they think they tread upon a worm, may roufe 
a lion. 

Let us remember the fad fate of Sweden and 
Ditimark. They ran into debts by running 
into wars, and the court took the advantage 
of their neceffities to feise their liberties. 
They grew flaves by growing infolv^nt. Un- 
der his majedy's reign we fear no fuch thing ; 
and, I hope, we fhall fcorn to fuffer it under 
any other. Befides, as we are told a remedy 
is intended, I doubt not but we (hall fee it the 
cnfuing feilions, when our burdens will be 
eafed, and our difEculties removed. There is 
a noble fund of wealth in the nation, and we 
arc yet redeemable,, if proper perfons offer to im* 
deitake it. 

Our 
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Our whig is a declared enemy to all war% 
if they are not abfolutely necefTary. Thongk 
he honours a foldier as he does a phyficiaiiiy 
yet he prays to God that he may never have 
occafion for either. Arbitrary courts abroad^ 
are> for the moft part, compofed o^ officers 
of the army ; and our whig has fo great a 
weaknefs about him, that he cannot, without 
very uneafy images, fee a glare of fcarkt 
where he could leaft wi(h it« He would not 
have the men of the fword grow familiar to the 
eyes of the people, nor become the equipage of 
our fri>/j& kings. 

Military men are a proper equiplge for 
thofe princes who are fathers of their people 
3gainft their will ; who lay the foundations 
of }uftice in fear and blood, and ufb the 
fword as the moft natural means to fupporc 
tl^ofe foundations. In countries that are en«- 
(lavcd, the fword is the civil magVftrate t That 
it is not ours is almoft a wonder, confidering 
the difpofitioQ in many of our former princes 
to armies. Our kings of the Norman race 
were perpetually raifmg Englijh forces for the 
prefervation of their French dominions, and 
engaging us in eternal wars on that fcort. 
The army that enflaved Sweden was raifed for 
Ibc defence and enlargement of their German 

Province^ 
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rovinccs, whrch were always a burden to that 
ngdom, and, at length, its utter ruin. 

"We do not at prefent fee in Great Britain 
lany more forces than are necefTary to the civil 
(I ; and I hope in proper time there will 
ot be one more. They furniih another to« 
ic for clamour to the difafFecSled, who raif* 
:bcJlion$y and, when they have given occafioFi 
}r more foldiers and mere taxes, cry out, 
}ppreJfton ! opprejji^n! Sure thefc people are mad ; 
bey dread the power of the court, and yet arc ^ 
lycry day helping it to more. 

If a right uk had been made of the late re* 
hellion,* we might have had now no new ones 
!0 fear. But, for whatever reafons I will not 
>rctend to guefs, the furgeons of that time 
urere fo exceeding gentle in their operations^ 
diat tbj^y left, a corQ i^ the wound. Without 
loubt the nnotives for ctemency were irrc<^ 
Kftible.. 

. I n^uft here atqpit his majfedy from the 
imputation of aioy fondnefs for a (landing 
army.. I dare fay the propofal to difband 
wir forces, after the rebellion, met with na 
Itky from him. ; and I have been told that he 
lately refufed a very importunate req^ueft ta inr 
creafe his troops. I muft alfo do juflice to 
(be gentlemen of the army, for having fo. 

• '7»5« 



212 A CoRDIAtyir Low SPIRFTfk 

well done their duty. If our high clergfj* 

were but equally faithful to their oaths, vk 

equally friends to their country, we AooH 

have fccn neither new troops nor rebellion!* 

The army has faved us from the high cburdj. 

But, for all that I have faid, I Oiould be forr^to 

lee the people of England either love er fear |'i 

a (landing force : To- do either infers dan* 
ger. 

I doubt not but, when his majefty fhall think 
fit to difband more troops^ his miniftry will 
ai5l with alacrity and without art: Becaufethe 
difmifling of fome common foldiers only^ after 
much expectation from one party, and more noift 
from another, will be fubje& to unkind interpre- 
tations. 

I hope the power of quartering foldiers is air- 
ways impartially executed, and that no confidc- 
ration is of any force on this occafion, but 
that of the public fecurity, and the loyalty oc 
difloyahy of the towns. I am perfuaded we 
Ihall never hereafter fee a regiment removed 
out of a town avowedJy di&fie6led, into ano- 
ther which does not want dragoons to keep it 
quiet, purely becaufe the commanding officer 
has it in his eye to fland candidate for that 
tovt^n, if ever there fhould be another occa« 
fion ; as I am informed has been pradifed in foi> 
mer reigns. 

Our 
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3lur whig was well enough pleafed with oar 
ck upon the Spanijh fleet. It became us, 
Ibvereigns of the Tea, to pull down betimes 
I rifing maritime power of Spain^ and 
reby fecure our dignity and trade. But 
lether the blow was well purfued, I am not 
iroper judge. I fhall only fay, for the h9« 
ur of Great Britain^ that we are certainly 
\ befi allies in the whole world, and have the 
\St civil way of fighting our neighbours battles 
themv 

It IS a very uncommon, though perhaps a 
;:eilary kindnefs, to employ at an immenfe 
pence the royal navy of England^ as 
nfports for the ,emperor*s troops, and to 
life about a country at fuch a diflance from 
» and for fo long a time together. I doubt 
t but there will be very good reafons given 
' it, if the parliament fhall ever think fit to call 
' them. 

I muft here do our fuperiors the juftice to 
m, that they take effeftual and fpeedy me- 
ads to finifh the Spanijh war. For notwith- 
nding that we had a great fleet in the 
reights^ and another in the Baltic^ a third 
IB difpatched with much rerolution and ex- 
nce to frighten the cardinal into pacific mea- 
rcs, and to conquer Vigo^ though we were 

threatened 
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threatened at the fame time at home with 
dreadful invafion from the late duke of 
But no domeftic danger can hinder a brare pei^j 
pie from exerting their martial genius, and fm\ 
king a heroic figure abroad. 

In this Vigo expedition it is faid we have hJ 
wonderful fuccefs. For, not to mention tlut 
the town would infallibly have been plim* 
dered, bad not the inhabitants gutted didr 
houfes when they run away, it is certain thtt 
we have vanquifhed feveral great guns aol 
brought them away captives. It is alfb credi- 
bly reported that we have taken from the enesf 
fome of their fifliing tackle. 

Our whig allows great men to have their 
private failings and pafSons. It cannot be 
othcrwife ; and they are unreafonable and iB 
bred who upbraid them with it. But in the 
name of God, let them not indulge them at 
the expence of the nation. Let them not 
pod pone the care of the public weffare to mind 
their own. Let them not out of perfonal piques 
give up whig boroughs into Jacobite hands* 
Let them not, for the fake of a miftrefs or a 
crony, difable worthy men, and patronife 
worthlefs. Let them not run into mad dan* 
gersy and then endeavour to alter and confound 
the cooilitutioQ for their perfonal fecurity 

from 
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kimfti thofe dangers. Let chcm not out of feif* 

:€lldft« and for fecret (perhaps pernicious) jobs, 

i^tilt tampering and juggling with the nation's 

; enemies, and deferting and betraying chat 

{Atty which is eminent for its love of tiHerty, to 

thoie who are its ftigmatized enen-.icf. 

The duke of Buckingham^ chief minlf^er to 

the blefled martyr, involved his country in 

CWo wars at a time, when the ixchiqvfr 

Wis empty, with the two great neighbouring 

%i«igdoQis, becaufe he was baiked in his \i.\\:A 

^lefigns upon a French lady ar^d a Spanijh. 

Jlnd the duke of Lauderdale^ becaufc he was 

difbbliged by the kiik, a member of which 

he once was, ruled his native kingdom of 

Scotland^ by a great army and fanguinary 

laws, aU the reign of king Charles the fe- 

<ond« 

I cannot forbear digreffing a little here, to 
fliew the wretched ftate of Scotland at that 
<ime^ High church, which by force and 
cruelty had expelled prefbytery, enjoyed then 
a rare time of revelling in the blood of fchif- 
natics. The orthodox priefls became every 
where informers againft the preaching and 
.prayir>g of nonconformifts, and the foldiers, 
to pleafe the prltfts, became their butchers. 
And the poor religious people, when caught 

provoking 
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provoking the clergy by devotion, were nn- 
mercifully put to death without law, Juryi 
or record* So were thofe men rewardedi 
who had received and crowned that king, whei 
his life was fought by thofe who took away bii 
father's. 

But to return. I can prove it^ that the 
whole legislative power of this nation bii 
been in former reigns engaged in gratifying i 
diabolical paffion of one man ; and our fecu- 
rity and liberties have been facrificed to hu- 
mour, or a miftrefs. When a minifter makes 
hade to be rich, the fervice of his country 
muft either lie ftill, or go on no fafter than 
he gets by it. A whole people was finely em- 
ployed, when they were labouring for the poc- 
ket of one who was betraying them at the 
fame time. Moft men are willing to allow 
a great officer, if he would but carefuJIy cook 
the nation's money, to lick his own fingers, 
and thrive upon his employment* But he who 
exhaufis the nation for his own ufe, Is a pub- 
lic highwayman, and the whole kingdom 
fhould be his profecutors. I do not believe 
that there are any fuch practices at prefent -^ 
I pray God defend us from them for the future. 
That fuch things may be fafely done,. Is evi- 
dent from hence, that of all the overe^rown 

leeches 
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leeches of the laft reigns (for I fuppofe there 
have been none in this) not one has been yet 
drained of his ill got wealth. 

Gaming is fo dreadful a vice, efpecially in thofc 
who are any way intruded with our Liberties, 
that I cannot pafs over it in filence* 

A man who will venture his eftate will 
venture his country. He who is mad enough 
to commit his all to the chance of a dye, is 
like to prove but a faithlefs guardian of the 
public, in which he has perhaps no longer 
any flake. It is a jeft, and femething worfe 
in a man who flings away his fortune this 
way, to pretend any regard for the good of 
mankind. His adUons give his words tht 
lye. He facriiices his own happinefs, and 
that of his family and pofterity, to a (harper 
or an amufement, and by doing it fliews that 
he is utterly deflitute of common prudence and 
natural afFe£Hon ; and, on the contrary, an en- 
courager and example of the moft deflru£live 
corruption ; and after all this ridiculoufly talks 
of his zeal for' his country, which confifts in 
good fenfe and virtue joined to a tendernefs 
for one's fellow- creatures. When he has 
wantonly reduced himfelf to a morfcl of bread, 
he will be eafily perfuaded to forfake his 
wretchcdncfs and accept of a bribe. Who 
Vol. L L would 
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would truft their property with one v/YiO caih. 
not keep his own ? The fame vicious imbecilli« 
ty of mind which makes a man a fool to him- 
felf, will make him a knave to other people. 
So that this wicked pronenefs to play, which is 
only the impious art of undoing and being un- 
done, cuts oiF every man who is pofTefled with 
ir, from all pretence either to honefty or oa- . 
pacity. I doubt England has paid dear for fuch 
extravagancies. A law-maker and a game- 
ftcr, is a rharacler big with abfurdity and dan- 
ger. I wi(h that in every member of either 
houfe, gaming were attended with expulfion 
and degradation ; and, in every officer civil 
or military, with the loft of his place. A law 
enjoining this penalty would be efFedual^ and 
no other can. We fee it goes on, upon the 
prefent foot, in fpite of fatyr and sl&s of 
parliament. I would have this execrable cor- 
ruption meet with no encouragement. The 
frowns of the court would certainly put a check 
to it, but then there mud not be an office kept on 
purpofe for it. 

Our whig has an equal averfion to maf- 
i^uerades. They are a market for maiden- 
heads and adultery ; a dangerous luxury oppo- 
fite to virtue and liberty. There was fome- 
thing like them formerly in the reigns of our 

worfl 
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:inDrft prince$> by the name of majks^ As th« 
jprefent reign refembles thefe 11^ .iibthlng'elfe, fo 
neither would I have it refen^BI^ ttit^ in tfait. 
They were revived, or rather iiittbdiidBd, afta: 
the Fnnch way by a foreign anAaffkit^^ whofe 
only errand then in England could fit^ but to 
corrupt and enflave us, and for that end this 
mad and indecent diverfion was praftifed and 
exhibited by him as a popular engine to catch 
loofe minds, or to make them fo, with great 
fuccefs. What good purpofe they can ferve 
now, I would be glad to know ? ■ The mif- 
chief of then) is Drvanifeft both to the pub- 
lic, and private perfons ; a handle is taken 
from them to traduOe fome great charaiSiers, 
whom I would have always reverenced ; and 
they are vifibly an opportunity and invitation to 
lewdnefs. 

If people will have amufements, let them 
have warrantable and decent onet ; as to maf- 
•querades, they are fo much the (chool of vice, 
that, excepting a law to declare it insocent and 
fafe, I queftion whether human invention can 
contrive a more fuccefsful method of propaga- 
ting it. 

The pra6):ice of the commonalty is formed 
upon the example of the great, and what the 
Jatter do the former think they may i§. If a 

L 2 city 
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dty wife has it in her head, againft her hu& 
band's mdinations, to take the pUafuns of the- 
mafquerade, (he has but to tell him that my 
lady dutcheft of ■ is to be there (no 

doubt upon the fame errand) and the poor, 
fbber, (kving, man muft fubmit, and be content 
to be in the clafs of his bators. 

From this fource of proftitution I fear many 
a worthy man takes to his amis a tainted and 
Tidous wife, and finds in her a melancholy 
reaibn both for himfelf and his pofterity to 
curie and deteft mafquerades, and all thofe that 
encouraged them. I was in hopes they were at 
an end. I heard that the threatre in the Hay- 
Market was to be ufed intirely another way, 
aind that our underfhmdings were only to be 
,affionted this winter in that place with Italian 
.quavers and Cremona fiddles ; for which I was 
not forry, fmce the leaving of debauchery, for 
the fake of nonfenfe, is ftili fome degree of re- 
Ibnnation. Let us make much of it — Though 
I would fain hope it is not the only one we are 
like to fee. 

Some weak people would infuiuate, as if 
thofe in high place promoted thefe infamous 
amufements as a means to divert bufy heads 
from diving into their anions -* But this muft 
4)e a malicious and fenfelefs ilander, fince all 

the 
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Ifie meafures of thefe gentlemen are fo dear 
and honourable that they themfelves need fear no 
ficrutiny. 

Having neither wife nor daughter of ray 
own, I am anxious only for the eafe and reputa- 
tion of thofe tha: f.nve* So that I have no mo- 
tive but the love or public virtue to fay what I 
have faid upon this theme. 

I could wifli that thofe reverend gentlemen^ 
whofe bufuiefs and duty it more properly is» 
to expofe this fcene of iniquity, had prevented 
me» If our Lent preachers have omitted it, I 
can afcribe it to nothing but forgetfulnefs, or 
their good breedings And yet where is there a 
more neceilary, where a more afFeding fub- 
\tdi \ Here, O ye bifliops, priefls and dea- 
cons, fhew the %eal with which you abound ; 
here fhew danger^ not to the church indeed^ 
but danger to virtue, danger to Chriftianity ! 
Here alarm your people'^ ears^ here roufe 
their paffions ; and ceafe combating barmlefi 
notions and dry ideasy^ till yoa have utterly 
defeated glaring vice and exorbitant debau* 
chery. 

Our whig is an irreconcileable enemy to the 
Celling of places,^^ or conferring them partially* 
7^ he given to the worthieftj is the public voice 
upon this occaiion. They are the national 

L 2 rewards 
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rewards fc/r well dcfcnring, or a dpik^ %¥ 
defemngw^U ; thd it is evident injaftice, ' affiF 
a kind of roKbery« to difpofc of them uppit 
ot^r motii^es. ' If thd candidate has merits 
the tacit confent of the people is already o^ 
hto fide ; and why fhotild he give money for 
that which Is his due ? If he has not merr*^- 
why (hould he have the recompence of it f ; 
I^eefy you have received^ ff^^h f w, is a precept 
which has reafon as well as infpiration to recom^ 
mend and enforce it. 

Mo(t or all of the great places rtt g^reo gra- 
tis' to thofe who, as to their fortunes, ^o not 
want them, and ho caiife can be affigntd but^ 
avarice and want of human compaiSoh why 'atiy 
of the fmall ones fhould be fold, when they are 
fought for the moft part as the means of life and 
fabfiftande, 

•Hie that' can l>argain away a little poft^' 
would from* the fame vile ptinciple difpoft^ 
oT a great kingdom upon valuable confiderationif V 
and fooner, as the price muft be greater, and 
cbnfcqtiemly the motives ftrongcr^ 

Every guilt of this kind, when deteded, 
Should be branded with incapacity and a 
public mark of infamy. It is making traAc 
tof one's country : It is plundering worth of 
its birthright ; afid it has a degree of malignity 
^^ ^ and 



ttid Ttkiiers in it^ which ought to be narrowly 

^IMtchM and fevcrelf puni(he<k It is true tMs 

^Ikoiy cannot be always deteAed openly ; but 

by obferving mens drcumftances Wt may 

^uefi whether they fpend or lay up more than 

ilieir honeft income ; and, if they do, we may 

tarite them for crboninals, and either oblige 

them to account for thefe exceedings, or difaUe 

lliem from hurting us anymore in the fame 

Mtioii*' 

In kihg Charlis the fecond's time, a trench 
iwomaa ior two^ rand a tribe of other hungry 
'coortieira. whoncame with him frpoi. beyond Tea,, 
dsdiby the 'Comrivance o£ tbttmiaiftry,;' and <in^ 
confederacy with them:, make a fair penny 
of the birthright of. Briionu The parliament 
:;9f i^ttime, who ihould >have been the 
>/guardians ; vcA .. watebmen of the . public^ 
.v-weio jtheafeWee engaged in a trade of cor- 
snaupdonfMuid fpoke^ or held their tongues, as 
.t^liey :wero. vpaid^r Ia that long pailiament 
otbefc w^s a ms^ity of penfioncrs, who over- 
iiooked thefe dark ^ dealings, aad many more, 
^.^'particularly that of the arbitrary increaie of the 
z prince's guards, which was the firft approach to- 
wards a (landing army. ^Thefe guards havenevec 
Wen reduced fince. This ibew^ tbe dreadful 
danger of precedents, ,, 

L 4 But 
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But neither ought places to be beftowed ovt 
of private and perfonal regards. I have heard 
of the time, when a mean obfcure Jacobite 
was put into a fine poft for life} purely for a 
piece of work which deferved no more than an 
attorney's fee. Befides, the public had no 
concern in it. When, at the fame time, very 
many deferving whigs remained unprovided for, 
and even negle<!^ed» though they had done their 
country more fervice than fome who had much 
better luck. 

There were a fort of men amongft us many 
years fmce, whO} being of great confequence 
to themfelvesy had adopted the craft of church- 
men, and very folemnly aflured us that the ni- 
tion was always in eminent danger, when they 
were not in place. But as foon as the fteerage 
was committed to them, and they were got 
into a way of thriving, all was fafe, and yet 
nothing altered. It was of no moment how 
other polls were conferred, provided ihey en- 
joyed the greate/Iy and the power of giving the 
fmalleft. If a pretender was worth money, or 
had done a private job, no matter for his parts 
and principles ; worthlefsnefs and Jacebiujm were 
no bars to preferment ; nay, the tones were 
invited to accept of very good places and wel- 
come, provided they aimed not at the higl?e/i of 
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ilU. But, for the whigs of the private and 
inferior clafs, they were at liberty to do idiaC 
good they pleafed to their country and V(% 
mankind, without the leaft pretentions to the 
iriendihip of the great : On the contrary, they 
were told they .very arrogantly difobliged them, 
iand marred their fchemes by their officious be-, 
haviour. 

I am perfuaded it is otherwife now, and that 
in due time we fhall fee the bijhop of Bangor^ 
preferred fuitably to his great merit. I hope it 
is not inconitftent with any fchemes* I anx 
fure the interefts of truth and liberty are 
nearly concerned in it. For my part, I fliould 
not wonder if both houfes of parliament ad- 
drefled his majefty to give his lordfhip the beft 
biihopric in England^ as he is the beft defender of 
the liberties of England* 

I hope it is not true what I am told, namely. 
That thR bifhop has not only met with hard 
nfage and difappointment, but even hard 
names, from fome people, for his keeping up 
a fpirit which hindered the adoption of fome true 
fons of tlie church into certain fchemes. 

Lei me alone and I will let you alone^ is no 
longer the language of children at play. A 
much wifer fort of people have taken it up, and 
it appears to be the jfirft article of a certain Bar^ 

L 5 gain^ 

• Dr. H^odljn 



«••■*•» 



Ii6 A ComDtAti -fir Low Spirits. 

gmn^ which ill laft winter we were put ia 
hopes of. 

If fuch people could have (heir will, the 
femioaries and their miffionaries might go ob 
to fcatter their poifon, and level their doSrinet 
againft the fundamental fecurity of this nation ;. 
to ftrike at the root of our peace ; to over-bear 
the moft glaring truths with bold and dang^- 
ous falflioods, and to have it in their power to 
make us tniftirable bondmen, whenever tbejr 
have a fair opportunity. Then not a fboke 
muft be (truck that may difpleafe or dilappoint 
them ; not a corruption be removed that they 
are fond of} not a clergyman rewarded, nor any 
body elfe, who has writ in defence of liberty, and 
4nade them angry. 

But Almighty God has been fo merciful to 
this poor nation, as to blefs us with a miniflry, 
who, fcorning all mean tranfadtions,. will alio 
i'corn to enter into any mcafures of union 
and confederacy with the high clergy,, till the 
whole body of them have given us demonjirative 
proofs of their attachment to our prefent fit^ 
tUnunt and I ivil rights \ but wilJ, on the con- 
trary, enable the difTenters, in the mean time,, 
to defend us and themfelves againft any future at- 
tempts to difturb and enflave us. 

While his majefty reigns, let him have 
what counlellors he will, our liberties will: 

'be 
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he fecure* His very perfon and countenance 
ihew him to be a virtuous, wife, and bene* 
ficent prince, and every z&ion of his life 
confirms it. But will he live for ever i And 
can we forget our many ftruggles with the high 
defgy for the prefervation of our liberty? Are 
not ' thefe men, whom we fet up and maintain, 
£or ever endeavouring to pull us down, and to 
make a prey of our property, and Slaves of our 
perfons? Do they not tiaim our Idnds for their 
pofleffions, and us for their vafikls I Have we not 
been forced to wage war. with our oWA mercer 
naries ? < . 

May we not therefore expefV^ during his ma- 
jefly's reign, fccurity againft the lime to 
jcxmie ? Have we not been promifed it : And 
will any body dare to affirm that he ref^fes it? 
Noj bo; I wiih' others were as ready to afk 
as be will* be to comply. His iirft and chief 
care, the nation's happinefs, is^ concerned ia 
it; and the nation's principal care, the fecu- 
rity of his perfon and family, is alio con* 
.cemed in it : And they who oppofe or negleS it,, 
oppofe and negle<Sl both* 

. The diflenters have undeniably proved them- 
felves excellent fubjedts and Englljhmeni and it 
will always be their intereft to do fo, while 
they have that protcftion and encouragenaent, 
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which God, and. nature, and our conftitutioa 
allow them. They aim at no independent 
power. They have no pretenfions upon the 
lands and liberties of England. They have to 
a man kept their oaths to the goveroment, 
and oppofcd the rebellion.* They are a fober 
and induftrious people, and promoters of duh 
rality and trade, two great props of liberty. 
And the higheft objection againft them is, 
That they will not kneel down to aprieft, nor 
worfliip a piece of crape. Yet they ftill fbmd 
wnere they did, and are like to ftand ; for it 
feems there are many aiTeverations and oaths 
gone forth againft them, T^hat the dij/enters JhaU 
rife m higben 

It is fit the diilenters (hould know that 
they dcferve, in every refpecl, the beft ufagc 
the nation can give them ; and the honeft part 
of the nation, to do it juftice, is not to blame if 
ihey want it. 

Every government fends by confiding in 
thofe that love it. The prefent miniftry owe 
ihcir being fo to their principles of liberty, 
and their adherence to the fucceflion. And is 
it not equally reafonable that the difienters, 
who have thei fame plea, (hould pofTefs in a pro- 
per degree the fame favour ? And yet have 
they any other reward than two or three mew 

negatives i. 
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mgatives ? They contributed largely to fave the 
nation, and therefore they are not perfecuted» Ex* 
ceeding kind and bountiful ! 

Their zeal and induftiy, to fay nothing of 
their expences, in chufmg proteftant n^embers 
for the prefent parliament^ will, I do not doubt,, 
be powerful motives with grateful men to re- 
lieve thefe their friends and benefactors from 
the fetters of tefls which were intended againfF 
papifts. And the remarkable fpis^t and alacri- 
ty which they fhewed in quelling the late rer- 
bellion, though at the danger of penalties and 
profecutions, was likewife a loud demand up- 
on thofe who could take their thoughts off 
themfelves, and turn them to the public inte- 
reft, to difiinguifh with qualifications and re- 
wards fuch a numerous body of well affected 
men« 

That fuch a public -fpirited dedgn could 
not have been carried through, will hardly be 
believed, Projedls of a very different and in^ 
£erior nature have been attended with fur- 
prizing fuccefs. And not one bill, or fchemet 
that had the leaft face of public good, has mif- 
carried* No ; we have been triumphant in our 
undertakings in the houfe of commons : In- 
fomuch that it is hard to determine which is 
more remarkable^ the zeal of that houfe for the 

eaft 
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eafe and interedof the public, or its commend^ 
able faith in the miniftry. 

A certain project indeed was very juftljK, 
and very fortunately for Great Britain, receiv- 
ed by atl difintirefted per font with a general ab- 
horrence. What muft fome men have done^ 
when nothing can fcreen them but the altering, 
and overturning of foundations ? 

But to return^ and put the behaviour of high 
church in balance with that of the diflenters.. 
The corrupt clcigy were through all England: 
puQiing at our fettlement whh all their might 
and malice. Some of them indeed were wary 
and filent, but their good-will was never the 
lefs. So true is it, that they who are not for m^ 
ate againfi us. Even in their neutrality they 
were forfworn. Thus the ambalTadors of- 
peace and truth, and the great advocates for 
nonreflftance, became the trumpeters of 
war, and the patrons of perjury and rebel- 
lion. 

If the diffenters knew what bargains are 
flriven, and with what contempt they are fpo- 
ken of, and what a mortal antipathy there is in. 
fome people againft giving them any fubftantial 
advantages, they would not be fo very free in 
drinking certain healths, which are now, for 
good caufes, omitted by their trueft patrons in. 

town*. 
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tovm. But I am told they themfelves begin 
to be pretty well cured of theiF wonted fond- 
nefs that way* God knows, they have fuiEcient 
iQftfoiu Mr*. WalpoU was once their great 
fiivourite : They fee how he ferved them». 
Have they found others much Idnder ? I wifli. 
that even their profeiTed pIenipa*Sy who lofe no« , 
thing by being at the head of their aiFaiis, do^' 
not now and then drop their zeal for fepara-^ 
iion^ in confideration of a bank bill|> or a pret-^ 
ty income. It is certain they go every length ;. 
whether confiftently with their commiffion, let 
their principals fudge. 

There has been lately a motion made in the 
Irijh parliament, in favour of proteftant dif- 
fenters of that kingdom. I will not fuppofe 
they are beholden for this favour to the au- 
thor of the letter to the archbiihop of Canter^- 
bury \ but of this I dare be podtive. That if 
fome people have half a9 much zeal for pafling 
fuch a bill in Ireland^ as they had, and, I am 
told, fiill have, for paffing another m England^ 
it will not hereafter mifcarry. 

P.S. In the fecond partof this charader will 
be confidered the affair of a northern war« 



e O N* 



:0NSIDERATIONS 

OKred upon the Approaching 

P E A C E, 

And upon the Importance of 

' I B R A L "T A R^ 

T O T H E 

British Empire, 

BEING THE 

cond Part of the iNDEPENDENr 

Whig. 

Firft Printed in the Year i72q» 









» ■ 



■i 



•»i 



:iK 



3 



.■i 






,t f 









^S* 



I 






[ *35 J 



•i- ?«< v« • 



PREFACE.* 



'^HE former part of the Independent 
Whig appeared abroad about the 
n^e the feerage bill made its exit in fhe 
oufe of commons: What were the feeret 
^€tives for that bill, or what hopeful 
^ids were to have been ferved by it, I do 
ot pretend to explain^ nor indeed^ for the 
eft of m^ own mind^ do I care to guefs \ 
^icaufe it is a cafe of conference with me, 
ind a ftanding maxtmy to fpeak no ill of 
•itf deceafed i I fhall therefore only fay 
with Mr. Dryden, De mortuis nil nifi 
bonum i Peace be with the manes of the 
bill 



* One 4^6pt of this coUe^ion, and the principal de/ign at 
hit, being to fave from oblivion Mr. Gordon^ tra^s ; this tra^ 
Was inferted io the two former editions, and foi- that feafon li 
here alfo inferted,. although, it has.np relation to the fubjeil.of. 
Jicfe voiumrs. 
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/ am willing to think there was no hh 
tention to engage us in a northern war^ ar 
order to ferve purpofes direStly in the teetk - 
of the aft of fettlement of the crown ; or^ 
if there ^joas any fuch^ I am perfuaded it is 
how laid aftdey and therefore I have alfi 
laid ajide my purpofe of confidertng the con- 
fequence of fuch a njoar^ as Ipromifed in mj 
lajt. 

The age of killing monfiers is long fince 
paji ancl gone^ and there lives now neither a 
Hercules nor a Thefcus, tofubdue HydraV 
and dragons i and I fbould be forry to Jet 
my countrymen revive thofe' ages of knigU 
errantry^ and arrive to fuch a degree of 
Quixotifm, ms^ to range over the world in 
quejl of adventures J and to become the rights 
ers of wrongs^ and redreffers of injuries^ 
through the whole univerfe. 

It would indeed be a greater piece of 
romantic gallantry^ than any of thofe f ah- 
Jous heroes ever undertook^ for a nation 
living at fo great a difiance^ to throw a- 
way an advantageous trade^ and engage in 
an impraSlicable war^ againji a power 

guarded 
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led two thirds of the year with ice 
'now^ fortified with impregnable towns^ 
7 will be covered with numerous armies j 
noways to be attacked but with troops 
hing from dijiant countries^ without 
zineSf without forage^ and without 
unlefs WE fupply them j and this too 
mt any profpeil of advantage accruing 
%rfelveSy but only to ferve the interejts 
tother fiate^ and to preferve a tountry 
concern to us ; the whole value of 
&, if every foot of ground in it was to be 
would probably not pay the charge and 
of one year's war. 

r this is too wild a thought to enter into 
nind of any Englifhman, f^ I conceive 
necejjary at prefent to fay any more of 
and therefore I have in this fecondpart 
lered a quefiion which is more the objeSl 
tr prefent hopes and fear s^ viz. What 
i be the confequence of delivering up Gib-, 
p upon any cenjideration whatfoever ? 
defign to continue this paper weekly ^ in 
xlf-fheety which will firft appear on 
nefday, the loth day of this month ^ 

in 
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in which I JhaU meddle with p$Utiu ^ 
Qccafionally^ nvf principal intention keingU 
•expofe the malignity and danger of certm 
principles J which prevail too much^ and^ I 
wijb I could not fay^ are too tittle difM^ 
raged, 

I hope in this undertaking I foall U 
fuffered to build up with the fame impmiif 
vjitb which others are fufferedto pull down. 

I own there are methods^ which, ifftat^ 
tifed^ would prove much more effectual tbim 
tnine^ and root out that difeafe which I un 
cnly refft. In the mean time it fhall ht 
my care to Jhew the necefftty of fome fucb 
methods^ by fiewing the danger we art in^ 
while we want them. fVhen ■ doSlrines art 
avowedly fpread, that Jirike at the ptact 
and liberty of mankind, it is the undoubtti 
right, and duty of every man, to guard 
him/elf and others againft them ; and it is as 
much the duty of governors to preferve thtir 
fubjeSls from the contagion of fuch deftruc- 
tive principles, as from force and iwna- 
/tons. 
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e Jtticiiy of the people is the end of 
tagijirates ; and all arts and praSlices that 
^en that felicity ^ call for their correSlion 
ind cure. Now I defy the wit of man to 
reconcile the happinefs of the world to many 
of our high-flying tenets j on the contrary^ 
iwbere-ever they prevail^ I will undertake to 
Jheivj That the fevereft mifery^ even hrutifh 
ignorance^ abjeEl flavery^ poverty^ and 
<ivickednefs^ do alfo prevail. I never looked 
upon an armed hoft to be half fo terrible 
-as an army of afpiring ecclejiafiics. The 
former may be repulfed by flrength and 
bravery ^ which ftgnify nothing againft the 
latter^ who make your own heart confpire 
^mnfl youy by filling it with falfe terrors. 
"Dominion is the wordy fervitude the duty^ and 
damnation the penalty. 

Till therefore our fuperiors fhall be at 
leifure to put a final flop to the growth of 
ihofe principles that infatuate the multitude^ 
and undermine our conftitution^ '/, who am 
fo unfafhionable a man as to have more con-- 
cern for the public ^ than confideration for 
tnyfelf^ ftand up an advocate for the rights 

of 
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©/ mankind^ to expofe tbofe claims thai co$^ 
tradiSf reajon and She gofpely and bring m* 
tempt upon the clergy. 

I confefs this fubjeSl has been largely dij- 
cuffed by feveral bandsj who are equal to 
the undertakings and made truth triumph 
over falfiood. Foremoft in the lift {or in 
any other that could be made on this occa^ 
Jion)ftands the hijhop of Bangor,* a cham- 
pion for truthy and a fore adverfary to 
all that have been her*s. His enemies have 
confeffed their impotence and defeat in their 
recourfe to invention and calumny \ and 
have attacked his reafoning^ and his re- 
putationj with equal ill fortune and ma- 
lice. Notwithflanding which^ they have 
gone on^ and ftill go on, and neither modefty^ 
remorfey fhamcy nor the reflebUon upon 
their oivn repeated oaths and fubfcriptions^ 
can deter them from fpreading their poifon 
every day^ in every place^ and upon ^very 
occajion. So that they make it neceffary to 
repeat the antidote, otherwife they will call 
ftlence conviSlion^ and interpret a contempt 

of 

• Dr. Hoadfy, 
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4}jf tbem and their wild performances ^ to be an 
acknowledgment of their wild principles: 

I am far from pretending to equals fnucb 
lefs mendj what his. Lord/hip has done. But 
mf defign is to fiart new topics^ Jtrike 
cut new traSs^ and throw the fame fubjeH 
into new lights \ in doing which ^ I fhall 
. frequently ufe a freedom^ and manner of Jiile 
not common^ perhaps not permitted to men in 
holy orders. 

1 hope to give the difpute a new turni 
andj inftead of a long train of confequential 
arguments y to reduce it to a few f elf 'evi- 
dent propqfitionsj which 1 fhall endeavour^ 
occafionally to emhellijh with agreeable in^ 
ddtnts : The reverend^ right reverend^ 
-or moft reverend dolior^ fhall wear a 
fooVs cap if he deferves itj though it hap-^ 
pens to be a cardinal's ; Bejides^ many will 
read a half-JJjcet who will not read (i. w- 
lume. 

In this great undertaking I hope to have 
aid from fome better hands^ andj as the 
fuljeli is now pretty well underflood^ I ^at- 
$e£ly and fhall be ready to receive any cafual 

ifoh. !• M afTu 
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nlfiftance that may he fenl me^ referving /» 
myfdf the liberty of altering (if it require 
alteration) and adapting it to nry own de- 
Jign^ of which 1 mufi he allowed to be the 
properefi judge. Whoever therefore would 
correfpond with me^ mojf direff to the Inde- 
pendent Whig, at Mr. Roberts'^ the pub- 
lijher in Warwick-lane. 

^s to the propagation and fuccefs of the 
weekly paper abovementioned^ I can do no 
more than beflow upon ii my chief labour 
mndfiudf ; and^ for other helps andfupport^ 
it mufi rely on thofe who like it. 

I hope no one will think me fo foolifi as 
t0 ixpelf encouragement from thofe who 
weight to give itj and^ as I do not pretend to 
Uar the charge of printing fuch n paper 
myjelf^ fo the continuance of it mufl depend 
Mppi the encouragement it receives from a- 
hroadi 
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CONSIDERATIONS, ^c. 



A S the difmiffion of Cardinal Alheroni from 
'^*" the court and councils of the king of 
Spain^ and the hopes of an approaching peace, 
engage the thoughts and wifhes of tvtxy man 
in England^ who has any Love for his coun« 
try, or laments the prefent ftate of our debts 
and taxes ; fo I efteem it not only the right, 
but the duty of every honeft man, to offer to 
bis fuperiors fuch confidcratioos as he con* 
ceives may render the peace advantageous, and 
make us fome recompence for the profufion o£ 
wealth it has coft the nation, at a time too 
when we were loaded with fo many Millions oC 
debt. 

It will be a fervice alfo to the prefent mi- 
niftry^ by wiping off any malicious charge, if 
any fuch there be, of their having run into an 
unadvifed and foolifh war. If the war was ne« 
ceffary (without which it is inexcufable, not- 
withftanding the great and furprizing fucceis 
which we have had in it) no doubt the con* 
ditions of peace will be fuitablej and demon- 

M % ftratCB 
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Urate, that, without a war, we could not have 
had them. What we gain by the peace wHl 
juftify the expences of the war ; and we (hall 
have new advantages of trade, and new fbr- 
trefles and fecurities to defend thofe advan; 
tages. If we have not pofleffion given us of 
feme ports in the fFeJi^Indies^ the ifland of Mom 
j$r<a ought at leaft to be added, for the fup- 
port of Port'Mahoftj and a competent trad 
of land ought to be annexed to Gihraltar^ for 
the convenience and maintenance of that gar- 
rifoiit as is ufual in like cafes, and ought to 
have been done at firft. Atprefent they have 
not a foot of ground about it, either for gar- 
dens or pafture, but are cooped up within their 
fione walls, and le^t to make the beft of their 
inclofed rock. 

Without fuch conditions and fecurities all 
treaties fignify nothing, and may, ' and pro))a« 
bly Will be broken, as foon as made. Here we 
can expeA no help from allies and guarantees, 
who will always emulate, and privately con* 
fpire againft the great naval power, and gfow* 
ing tr^e of England^ which is the envy and ter- 
ror of the world* . / . 

I would indeed be glad to know what ad- 
vantages, or evba performance of articles, '£0^- 
lani has ever received from her good allies I 

It 
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■It is true they have 6ften done us the favour 
to accept of our help, when ' they wanted it ; 
and I am told, fome of them have threatened 
to accept it no more, unlefs we gave it them 
upon their own terms. But, pray how has 
the favour been refumed to us ? What has the 
amperor done for us, in recompence for all 
we have done, and are itill doing for him i 

■ Unlefs in the help he gave us lafl year againfl 
the Pretender and his madam. Or what 
affiftance have the Dutch afForded us in this 
expenfive, and, as we are told, neceflary war i 
Have they not eat the bread of quietnefs and 
fecurity, while we have been running into 

' perils and battles for them ard all Europif 
.They have lain ftill, eafing their country of 
public burthens, whilft we have been increafing 

' ours ; they have grown rich by the trade 
which we have loft, and^ it is faid, have even 

. fupplied our enemies with the materials of 
war to fight againft us. And yet it is certain 
that they are as much (if not more) Interefled 

' in the balance of Europt than we are^ as they 
are nearer the danger, and have not feas ta 
guard them. As to the balance of power in 
the north, they are much, more concerned than 

- we^ not only as their trade thither is vafUy 
greater than ours, but as they have no other 

M 3 ibuice 
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fource of naval (lores ; whereas rtty ISA 
wit and honefty would fupply us with all nc 
want from our own plantations. Wbilft we 
have been wafting our ftrength, and our fiA- .] 
fiance, and lofing our traffic^ they baye lais 
fiill, and continue to Ke fiill, acceptii^, aad 
returning compliments from^ and to the courts 
of Spain and of the Czary and are juft readly 
to receive all the advantages of the Rnffim 
trade (which at the revolution they were in 
full pofTeiHon of) whenever we ihall be mad or 
fooli(h enough to throw it away. And what 
aBiftance thefe our kind allies gave us in the 
firft rebellion againft his prefent majefty» and 
in the late terrible Spanijh inv&fion, we lhall be 
better inforijied, when the accounts relating to 
that afFair are fully dated and balanced. 

Sure we fball not be always the cuUitt of 
Britain! Our allies muft and will make us 
fome amends at laft, for all we have done 
for them ; and they have now an opportu* 
nity of doing it by getting for us fome of thofe 
advantages which they have received from our 
friendfhip. 

It was an old obfervation <rf Philip de Gp- 
mintiy concerning us Englijhmen^ That w have 
iver loji by eur beads what wi havt gained hy §ur 
hands J and have always given up by treaty what 
wt had won by the fword. The reafon which 

he 
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' lie gives for ibis is a very gpod one. He fay^, 
; Tiat all aur great nun were in penJUn to th^ 
Kings tf France. Monfieur de Witt does per- 
' l»ps oiean fomething like thia, when he fayfr. 
That wr court has been alwofs the moji thievijh 
€»wrt in Europe. However, I do not find but 
tlM whaitever bargains our minifters made for, 
or rather of^ their country, they generally 
made very good ones themfelves, at lead to 
the beft of their (kill. I>unkirk was not deli-* * 
vered for nothing, nor, I dare fay, the lafl 
peace made without the contrivers finding their 
own account in it, whatever their country 
fufFered* 

But thefe things are pafTed and gone, and 
God has now fent us a miniftry who will mend 
all thofe faults which they were the firft to 
condemn* The intereft of the public is their 
intereft. They have no fecret purpofes to 
ferve by dark and (hameful treaties. They 
have no new revolutions to bring about> nor 
can they difguft their own party, by ading 
freely and boldly for the good of their country^ 
which is not the cafe of the heads of another 
l>arty. In fine, they have no defperate game 
to play, to defend them from the efie£b of 
defperate meafures, nor have they, like the 
others, been trepanned and outwitted by Franaj^ 

M 4 nor 
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sor have ungenerous advantages been taken ^ 
their credulity, when they had engaged them* 
felves and their country beyond retreat. 

We may therefore well expe£l that our 
prefent peace-makers will, by the advantages 
ivhich they procure for us, reproach the nc(* 
le£t, ignorance, and treachery of the laft. 
There is nothing that the moft ianguine ima- 
gination can form, which we may not hope at 
the enfulng treaty, from the fingular part 
which we have taken in this war* We ftruck 
the firft blow, and have ever fince purfued it 
with great ardor and cxpence. We have beat- 
en and defcroyed the enemies fleets, infomuch 
that the poor remains of their great naval 
i^rength can, at prefent, do no more than Ikulfc 
in their ports, and hide themfelves in comers. 
We have procured noble advantages, and even 
kingd6ms to our allief;. Add to this, that we 
entered fmgle into the ftrife and the danger* 
The regent indeed moved to our aid a good 
while- after, and the Dutch not at all, though, 
as has been before obferved, more than equally 
engaged by. all the ties and motives which 
could engage us, at lead by all thofe which we 
have yet avowed. 

How abfurd therefore is it for any one to 
furmifc or fear, that we fhould receive the con^ 

ditions 
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4itKHis which we ought to give^ purchafe a 
reconciliation ^t the price of all our vi6):one8t 
and buy a peace, when we may command it ? 

It is an undeniable infiance of the innocence 
pf our great men, and of our great contempt 
of .the poor efforts of their enemies mdice, that 
fhey took, not the leaft notice of a pamphlet 
published laft year with a pompous title ; it 
Was called, T^he king of France'^ declaration of 
wuary &c« which dire£tiy undertakes, in pages 
the 29th and 34th, to procure from the king 
'Ofr England ilie Reftitution. of Gibraltar to 
Spain. 

They knew very well that fo wild a calumny 
could make no imprcfllon upon any judicious 
man, and they laughed at the fimplicity and 
malice of others, and gave them leave to play 
with their own folly : they knew very well 
that a fortrefs conquered by the fleets and ar- 
mies, by the blood and treafure of Englandy 
and folemnly yielded up by treaty made with 
England^ became part of the Englijh domi- 
nions, and fubjed):. to the legiflative power of 
England^ and Qould not be difannexed but by 
zik oi parliament ; and confequently, any 
. ;{igreement to deliver up fuch a fort to . an 
enemy, is high treafon within the ftatutc 
of the 25th of Edward the Third 5 and to 

M s give 
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give it to any one elfe ; is one of diofe bigh 
treafons rcferved by that aft fi)r die judgment of 
parliament. 

They knew too that no pocket agreenEient 
18 of any force in England i that we aic 
bound by no treaties but what are folefflhly 
entered upon record ; and every one mig^t 
fatisfy himfelf that there was no fudi there. 

However, as the bare mentioning of fueh 
a thingt tbough without the leaft groumb 
has thunderftruck many honeft, though ti* 
morous men, I (hall endeavour to undeceive 
them, by (hewing, it is impoffible that any 
virtuous and wife minifby, as we all know 
ours are, can ever hereafter fall into any mea- 
fures fo fatal to their country ; and this I (hall 
do, by (hewing the advantage and importance 
of that port to the fovereignty of the feas. 

The town of Gibraltar is built upon a 
Tock which reaches a league into the fea, and 
was formerly called one of the pillars^ or the 
m plus ultra of Hercuks. It is joined to Spain 
by a fmall neck of land, which, being narrow 
and plain, may be eafily cut through and fe- 
parated from the continent, fo as to form the 
whole into an ifland ; and it is undoubtedly^ 
true, that a mole may be made at a moderate 
expence, capable of holding thirty largie mea 
of war. 

It 
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1% lies within » few leagues ofTangifryifi^/ri'- 
C0f and commands the inouth of thcjSreigbts. It 
fees all fhips that fail from the MiStirraman to 
the ocean, and from the ocean thither, and con- 
ibquently makes it impradticable for any other 
jiatioa to trade there without our leave, but by 
the prote^ioQ of fuch fleets and convoys as yri||i 
.make any trade unprofitable; at the fame liqie it 
prbteAs our own traffic, and furniihes ftorehoufi^s 
either for war or commerce, and a convenient 
place of refreihment to our fhips in their voyage? 
to and from Jfrica^ itoh^ ^^^ Levant^ and fome* 
timjM the Eafi and WeJi'Indies. 

It gives us the means of carrying on a privatf 
and advantageous eommerce with Spain^ oot-^ 
wtthflanding all the prohibitions they can make» 
or iNrecnttions they can ufe. It lies at hand 
to intercept their Eajl and Wejl-India fleets 
with thefpoil and riches of both worlds : it fe* 
parates and divides Spain from itfelf, and hinders 
all communication by fea from the difierent 
parts of their dominions, and confequentiy.muft 
keep them in a perpetual dependange, and put 
them under a neceffity to court our friendlhip,, as 
well as fear our enmity : it gives us an qpportu* 
niqr to pry into all their meafures, obferve all 
-their motions, and, without the moft ftupidxe- 
fliifliiefs on our parts, renders it impracticable for 

M 6 them 
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them to form any projeAs, or carry on anyei^ 
peditions againft us or our allies without out 
liavirfg diier notice. ' 

It deftroys any attempts to naval power tn 
Ftrnicf^ which can never be formidable^ at fea» 
whilft (?/£r^//tfr remains in our hands: It bid- 
ders the communication betw^n dieir ports 
and fquadrbns in the ocean and the Mi£ur^ 
ramanrrt makes it impoffible for themtofup* 
ply their Southern harbours with naral ftoRS 
either for building or repairing of fleets ; of 
which they were (o fenftble laft war, that^ ai 
foon as Sir George Rook had poflefled hiiilfeif of 
it,' they faw theiHfelves under a neceffity to lay 
aiide their ufual caution, and dare him in open 
'battle, and not meeting the fuccefs they hoped 
^fbr, the very fame year, to the unfpeitoUe 
'{prejudice of their other affairs, ' befieged it in 
•form, and loft a French ztiiSpaniJh army be- 
fore it, and never afterwards appeared with a 
fleet upon the feas again during the whole 
war, but fufFered their great Ihips to moulder 
•and rot in their harbours, for want of the means 
to fit them out again. 

It will give us reputation and figure in thofe 

feas, which arc always rewarded with power 

and riches. It will oblige all nations who 

" trade in the Mediterranean^ or have empire 

there^ 
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liitray 'to court our friend(hip, ' and keep mea-» 
fates with us. It will awe even the courts of 
Jlmns and Conflimtinople^ and make them afraid 
to difturb or provoke us. It will intimidate the 
piratical ftates, who, when they fee vengeance 
ib^near at hand, will not dare to difturb cur 
ttade, whilft they are deftroying that of afl 
others. Thefe advantages are immenfe, 'and 
will give us all the carriage trade of the Medi^ 
Uraman^ whofe merchants muft make ufe of 
our (hips, when they find it not fafe to venture 
in any other. 

But we are told, the keeping it is a '^eat 
charge to us. Strange and furprifmg inftance 
of our new frugality, and good hufbandry ! 
That we, who for thirty years together have 
rioted in millions, and, untill heaven blefled tis 
■ with Hcit prefent miniftry, never minded whit 
we gave, nor to whom j we, who drained tlie 

* Exchequer^ and' Mortgaged the nation, fhould 
now, from a principle of faving, facrifice the 
fole fruit of all our expences to prevent a 

» chiarge^ Which- -is bat equal to that of a few 
^ vfelefs penfions ! TYisrik heaven, from lavifli- 

• ing millions,' we are grown thrifty in pounds, 
' Shillings and pence, — 

But 
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But bow comes it to pai« tbit this wat M 
thought OA before \ We have been at a pio- 
digious expence in fuppljiing it with garrifoiii» 
with miliury ftorea, with proviiiont» and ia 
defending it againft a vigorous fiege : ^ 
which might have been (aved, and witkouC 
doubt very many advants^es, and a round fum 
(befides the contractors licking their own fingers] 
might have been ftipulated for the nation, if the 
leaft bint bad been given that it was to be dif- 
pofed of. 

However, I own good hufbandry aew 
.comes too late, and I hope it will go a little 
further, and that we fhall contra^ the public 
expences of all kinds, cut off and retrench 
unnecclTary offices, falaries and penfions, pay 
off, or leflen the public engagementSf and r£f- 
cue the people from the oppreffions of their ri- 
gorous debts and payments, which have near 
cxhaufted the vitals of the nation, and, with- 
out a fpeedy remedy, will foon bring it into an 
incurable confumption. 

It is alledged that Ftrt-Mahon will anfwer all 
the purpofes of Gibraltar^ and therefore there 
can be no ufe in keeping them both. The con- 
trary to which muft be evident to any one who 
but looks into the map ; for the ifland Minorca 

lies many hundred miles further up towards the 

gulf 
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iir ni' Lytnsj and^ in t^uth^ out of the road 
all ihips trading to &£ifyj the Adriatic^ the 
wantf or Africa. It ts fituated at fuch a dif« 
Rce from Frame and ^ftnny that the greateft 
>ets can efcape unobserved, unlefs we keep 
irpetuall/'before their ports to watch, and pur« 
e them, urtiich is excedltng dangerous^ .if 
>t iflipradicable in thofe feas^ We {halt be 
It of the way of all intelligence, and, if we 
oiild by chance have it, in all lilcelihood {bail 
\ too late to take advantage of it ;. befides^ I 
h told, there are but few winds with wlticb 
ips can get in or out of Pitrt^Mahm^ afid^ 
hen they are once there, the paflage is fo nan» 
m that a "^txy fmall fquadron can keep the 
'eateft from failing out. 

But I think nothing is plainer, than that it 
ill be exceeding difficult, if not impoffibk, tb 
;ep the ifland of Mimrca^ without the poffirS* 
1 of Gibraltar^ at leaft it will be more expend 
re to us than both are now ; efpecially rf 
ranee and Spain fhould join again ; which 
rent, I think, we ought to keep alwaya in 
ew, for then -GiiraJtar will he/^only ve- 
»urce we have to carry on any. trade jii t^ 
fediterranean^ and to prevent the union of the 
reneh and Span!Jk&eet» with themfelves or ^ath 
Jiert 

All 
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All the ohjrdioni (and mbnjr nxore) wkidl \ 
have before made, againft die facility of a comr 
munication of the different ports of Frame and 
Spain with one another, will be flronger aga'tD^ 
U3 ; fx they have others near to GihraJiar^ 
where fleets may lie {afc» and: haye. 4 chance 
to efcape us, by catching M faybura^^Ie oppor*- 
funities, and the advantifge .pf winds; whereas 
we muft run all hazardi, and truft to our 
ftrength alone, - without any harbour to retreat 
to, in cafe of fiorms or other accidents* 

What means have w< :of .ien^ing ^laval 
ftores and recruits to our • garnifoos, and of^ 
ten ptovifions for them, without a port U> 
protect us during a thoufand leagues fail- 
ing ? Portugal will not be fuffered to receive 
or relieve us, and then we muft run the gant- 
let -by fingle (hips:, wich.fcarce a chance to 
efcape, or fend coavoys upon. the imallcft oc- 
cafions,' capable of fighting the united Frerub 
and Spanijh power ; which Will: be attended 
with' fuch difficulties as muft be allowed unan- 
fwerable arguments in the mouths of a cor- 
rupt miniftryto fell that too, when a fair chap- 
man appears. 

But it is not. only my own opinion, but 
that of much better judges, that thefe two 
important pofts might be kept with Jittte 
charge to England^ even without balancing 

the 
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tjb^ advantages we receive;* by them: Me»» 
thinks it fhould be worth the thoughts and 
leifure of a Briujh parliament to afk a few 
qjueftions concerning them, (vi%,) Upon what 
foundation they ftand ? What becomes of their 
revenues? Whether applied to the benefit of their 
governors, or Co the public ? What protedion the 
people there meet with, and what civil govera- 
ment is edablifhed amongft them, and how the 
military interferes with it ?. I doubt notl)Ut thefe 
queftions will be anfwered to fatisfa£);ion :. and 
the dire^ors of our affairs, when the public 
occafions will give them leave to open their 
fchemes, have propofals ready to lay before our 
reprefentatives, which will make tbofe towns, 
and the ifland belonging to one of them, as ufe.« 
ful to the public as they have been hitherto 
to their governors, and fome others* I am 
perfuaded, if they were made free ports, where 
all nations might find encouragement and fe* 
curicy, they would foon grow forich and pow- 
erful, as in a great meafure to pay for their own 
proteflion. Gibraltar lies much more fortu- 
nately for trada than Leghorn^ which (lands out 
of the way, and in a corner \ aud yet, I am 
told, the fingle advantage of a free port renders 
that town one of the greateft articles in the 
grand duke's revenue. 

This is the circumftance, thefe the advan- 
tages of our keeping the pofleffion of Gibraltarm 

Our 



Our enemies, and our allies too^ know th^ 
and, I doubty dread them ; and^ I thank Goif 
the* nation knows them ; and that we cooU 
have had no tolerabk fuccefs in the hift or 
prefent war without this town } therefore I 
cannot (u(pcA that fo wife and honeft a mimftry 
will take any fucfa f{q> without the advice 9I 
parliament. 

We ought not to be furprized if the nationt 
of Europe and Africa (hould wifh it in hands 
lefs potent at fea, and who wovld confequentlj 
enjoy it more harmlefly to its neighbours : it nuift 
\t undoubtedly terrible to any people who wodd 
be our rivals in trade or naval power, or indeei 
to any ftate that afpires to empire, which caa 
never be accomplifhed without tit^Kz as well as 
armies* 

But fure we are not fallen into facti contempt 
with our enemies, our neighbours, or our allies, 
nor can they have fo mean an opinion of our 
fcnfc and difcernment, and the integrity of 
our ftatefmen, as but to hint fuch a thing to 
them. 

If we part with Gibraltar^ to what purpofe 
have we made war ? To what purpofe beftowed 
great fums, and gained great vidories ? Have 
we beat the enemy, and forced them to beg 
peace, and yet muft bribe them to accept of it I 
Have we conquered, and fhall they give terms» 

and 
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and get towns by lofing battles ? Or, if we do 
not part with Gibraltar for the fake of peace, 
pray what confideration are we to receive for 
the &ke of Gibraltar ? Sure we do not make 
war only for our allies, and leave our allier 
to make peace for v^s^ and peace and war are 
not both made at our cofts and charges. 

We have given no jealoufy or offence to 
our allies, in applying any part of our force 
to the JViJl Jndmy or in feizing and planting 
countries there, as the French have done» 
but have a£ted a faithful, , expenfive, and ha- 
s^ardous part for our allies ; and, while our 
fhips of war have been employed for them, 
cur merchant fhips have fallen by fcores into 
the hands of pirates, for want of fufEcient 
convoys. Our whole Guiney trade has been 
loft this year by that means, there being, as 
I am told, not one man of war to fpar^» 
from the fervice of the confederates, to defend 
it. Our trade, in every p^er branch of it,. 
fufFers not a iitde from this fidelity of ou|^ 
to our foreign friends. I fay nothing of the 
prefent ftate of our manufactures, and of our 
poor : it is too mournful and too manifeft. 

Has any Englijh miniftry ever prefumed to 
propofe to the King, to deliver up the dutchies 
of Bremen and Verden^ in order to procure 
a peace ' in the North, to fettle the io mucji: 

defired 
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Jefircd balance of power there, and to pre» 
vent the charge to England of fending out 
annual fleets at a very great expedce? And 
yet, it is faid, his majefly, before the laft 
treaty with Sweden^ pretended no tide tothofc 
countries, but a mortgage from a prince, who 
had no other himfelf than'conqueft. And dares 
any one ptopofe to a Britijb King the delivering 
up, to a baffled and fubdued enemy, the mod im- 
portant place in the world to the trade and 
naval empire of England^ the key of the 
Mgditerranean^ the terror of our enemies, 
and the beft pledge of our near friendfhips; 
and this too after we have an undoubted title 
to it, to which thofe nations are guarantees, 
who have the greateft intereft to wreft it out 
of our hands I 

But to whom (hall this great and moft im« 
portant conceffion be made ? Not to a pro- 
voked, vanquilhed, and inveterate enemy, to 
enable him to revenge the affronts he has re- 
ceived : It cannot be in compliment to the 
emperor, for whom we are conquering king- 
doms and provinces ; nor to the Dutch, who 
would not move to our affiftance, but have 
laid ftill, taking advantage of our misfortunes, 
and enjoying the fruits of our labour and ex- 
pences : much Icfs can we fuppofe it (hould be 
done in favour of France* 

I 



> 
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Iconfefs there are many .reatbns .why they 

Oiould defire it; . but they are mia»rwerable 

reafons too why -we fliould hear fuch a pro- 
poiition with horror. Every true" Engltjhman 

muft tremble at the growing power of France^ 
to fee it, like tlie phoenix^ rife young, frefhi 
and vigorous, out or its own aflies: It is as 
terrible as amazing, to behold a defpotic go- 
vernment in a few months poflefled of the 
greatcft credit which ever appeared in the 
world, and to clear itfelf of an hundred mil- 
lions of debt, without paying one penny ; 
and this done too, not by an aft of power^ 
but by the confent and applaufe of the whole 
kingdom* New fleets are ' building, new ar- 
mies raifihg, new countries planting, new pro- 
vinces conquering, whilft. we have been load- 
ing the public with new deb^s, ne\v falaries, 
new penfions, and no method as yet propbfed 
{.I will hot fay thought of} to eafe our bur- 
thens. 

Sure thefe cannot be reafons to take fuch 
z thorn out of the ,foot of France^ and to 

I - I 

remove fuch an obflaqle to their greatnefs : 
The enterprizihg genius of that nation is as 
well known, as it is "formidabW. io 'all its 
neighbours, but in particular to us. I would 
kfk, ■ in cafe of a new rupture^ what refource 
we have but in our fleets, and, by the help 
y/Gibraftdr, CO make it impra£ticaMe for their 
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fquadrons in the ocean and AfstSurraHHHi (o 
join ? We knoW) by woful experience, what 
help we are Co expe£l from our allies^ when 
we have no more millions to give. We are 
not able to keep great ftanding armies at home, 
nor is it confiftent with our liberty to do ib; 
and therefore we ought to take every meafuie 
to increafe our naval flrength, and to put new 
bridles upon thofc who arc, or may foon be 

our rivals. 

The nation in the world whofe power we 
have moft reafon to guard againft, is that 
of France^ and yet I do not know by what fa- 
tality it has often fo happened that we have 
been the unhappy inftruments of promoting it. 
Oliver Cromwel gave the firft rife to its great- 
nefs at land, and king Charles the Second 
at fea : The latfc ^een^^ whofe heart was 
intirely Englijhj by an ignominious peace, re- 
ftored it, when it was reduced* to the loweft 
extremity, and muft have fubmitted to any 
conditions (he had thought fit to impofe. But 
fure it will never be faid that a whig mini- 
ftry, the patrons of liberty, the conftant and 
declared enemies of thofe proceedings, fhould 
aA fo far in defiance of all their known prin- 
ciples, as voluntarily and unconftrained, in 
the midft of our vii^ries, to throw away 
any part W that national fecurity, which even 

the 

4[ QjBsea Anns. 
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late betrayers purchRfed at the expence of 
■ country's honour (and, I doubt was no 
rwife to be had) and which are the only 
irds and recom pence of a tedious, fuc- 
iil, and glorious war, carried on at an 
enfe expence of blood and treafure, of 
:h we and our poflerity fhall long feel the 
-e cffeas. 
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REMARKS 

O N T W O 

CHAR G E S, 

DELIVERED 

By Dr. Smallbroke, Lord Bifhop of 
Litchfield and Coventry ^ to the Cler- 
gy of his Diocefe. 

WHEREIN 

The Danger, of the Church, from the 
Progrefs of Liberty, and its Indepen- 
dence upon Civil Government arecon- 

fidered. 

In a LETTER to his Lordship, 



By a Friend to Truth and Liberty. 

Illi qui mode prsefunt in Ecclefiis, plorimum funt 
Fures & Latrones, plus Exaderes quam Paftores» 
plus Spoliatores quam Tutores, plus Madatores 
quam Cuftodes, plus Perverfores quani Dodores, 
plus Sedudoredquam Dudores ; iili funt NuntiiAn- 
tichriftiy Subverfores Ovium Chriiti. Albert in 
Joban. 

Rara Temporum Felicitas, ubi fentire qux velis, Sc 
qng fentias dicere licet. Tacit. ■^^ 

From theSEcoND Edition, printedin theyear 1740* 

Vol. I. N 
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-* Remarks on two CHARGES, fifr. 

My Lord, 

HAVING lately met with, whcrclleaft 
expeded any thing of fuch a nature, fome 
fragmenti of two charges^ delivered by 
your LordChip to the clergy of your diocefe, my 
curiofity led me to enquire after and perufe the 
performances throughout. YourLordihip's known 
(kill and zeal in all the branches of church^htraU 

N 2 iff 

r 

* The following ii ta exa^ copy of a letter written by Dr« 
SmMUbroke, Lord Bifliop of Litchfield and Coventry, to the Parfon 
ofStMi in StMffordJbire, ai it was taken from the original by Mr, 
OwiMf the author of thefe remarks. 

Ret. %i%t DeanVyardy Weftmiofter, April> tf\Ji%^ 

1 bppejM have received hy my fervant a pamphlet wrote by toaj 

ffanfwer to a moji fcurr'ilous libel wrote by one Mr, Owen, not onh 
?_i» r.ir L..A y.'L. ■■■■•/!. ^// <r. lul^^. j .1 j .a i»» ■ 



unft nyfelf, but likewife all the biMfops and chvgy and eflablifi^ed 
fbartb. He is a dijfenting miniJUr of Bridgnorth in Shropfliire { 
^jrf being turned out there lives now at Walfall, and aims, as I am 
fldf to be preacher to the dijfenters at your parifr 0^ Stone. / defre 
tbtreuponyou will apprize the dijjent^s in your parijh and round 
ahota of the true charaSler of the f aid Mt% Owen ; and that for fucb 
nafottt you will binder ^ as far as you (an, the faid gtntlmanfrom 

{tttUng 
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dry and power^ your profotind erudition, and 
exa£l knowledge of all the fables of the ain>8/i 
concerning hobgoblins zx\6 fairies ; of their whims, 
allegorical reveries, and caballiflical dreams and 
viBons, joined with a ivarm ^xsA ftnare^ I cannot 
(zy difmtirejled Z0T\c^Tt\ for the eflabiifliment of 
-tithes and orthodoxy, very much raifed my atten- 
tion. Upon the perufal it appears that liberty 
would be in as imminent danger from your bri-' 
Jbip^t model of Chriftianity, as you apprehend the 
church to be from the progrefs of liberty, and the 
downfall of ufurpatioo, tyranny, fMperftitiont and 
fpiritual bondage. Without any fervile /ear there* 
fore, though were I to pay fuch a flaviih reipcA 
to any, I know none that would be man defermwi 
of it than your lordjhip ; I (hail examine fome ^ 
the mod material particulars contained in thefe 
charges to your clergy. Had either of them fallen 

fooner 

fittling or being encouraged in your parijb or migbbou*bood^ Ifiall 
be glad tQ hear/rom you on tbit occafion, and am, 

Six> 

Your faithful brother 

and humble fervanty 

Richard LitthfeU andCoFuenttj^ 

To the Rev. Mr. Stehbing, Minifter of Stone, in Stajffirdjhire. 

Free 

Jtkbsrd Litchfield and Coventry* 

Mr, Owm's copy is in my handi> 

M% Baton t 
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iboner into my hands, it might have engaged 
earlier animadverfions. 

Probably it will be urged, it is infidelity or worfe, 
to expoltulate on any points of this nature with a 
bifliop of the church. It is allowed an awful de* 
ference is due to your lordfbip, and thofe of your 
lordfliip's character, whofe pecuHar province is, 
to be in the righu ^nd whofe bufinefs, is ntoer to 
hi ndftaken. Thefe are bleflings of an uncommon ^ 
fize, when held without the abfurd claims of infal- 
Kbility. But ftill as Cbrijiians it is our rights as 
proiiftimtSy it is our privilege^ and zs Englijhmeny it is 
eur^i!^, that we dare judge for ourfelves in mat- 
ters of faich and religion. When we confider our- 
felves under thefe feveral relations^ there can be no 
virtue in blind-folding our underftandings. PaiEve 
obedience is equally odious in church and Jlat/^ 
whether it be to the will of an arbitrary princiy or 
thedi£bites of a tyrannical cUrgy. I need oiFcf no 
farther apology for the honeft freedom I (hall ufe 
in the following addrefs to your lordfliip. 

In the introdu£iiofi to yoinr firft charge, it is ob-> 
ferved, ** that • the good providence of God re- 
*' moved you from your former diocefe to your 
^ native country." I (hall not take upon me to 

N 3 en- 

• Charge I. p. 3. 
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enquire whether it was a good providence to jour 
lordCiip^ or to the clergy of that diocefe you 
were removed from, or to both together. Biit,mj 
lord, you mufl allow me to be a little ludicrous 
upon proper occaficns. It puts me in mind of a 
country clergyman, who, upon leaving the flock 
committed to his charge, obferved, in your lonl- 
fbip*s dialefl, that the good providena of God had 
removed him.— A poor parifli-boy tookoccaiioo 
to afic the nverend ambaffadory if providence had 
called him to a lijfer benefice, or a more advantO' 
gcous fitualion. To the latter be furc, replies the 
jran of God j fo I concluded, fays he, or provi- 
dence might have called ever fo loud and long before 
ycu would have condefcended to have given it an 
anfwer. The lad you will admit muft be one of 
'TVoolfton*% difciples, and was fliding toward infi- 
delity apace. What '.vill become o\priiftly preru 
gativty if men arefuffered to makefuch faucy and 
wicked refle<Sions ? but the application I leave to 
jrour lordfhip and the intelligent reader. 

Inthenextpage*yougoonthus; " Ifhallnow 
•* proceed to another fubjeft^that is too feafonabU 
** in our prefent circumftances to be paft over in 
*' filence ; I mean, upon dueconfideration of the 
** flate of our national church, I (hall now (hew 
•* how we may moft cfFedtually, in our feveral fta- 

** tions, 

* Charge \, p. 4* 
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•* tions, contribute to its fupport, and be bell 
** qualified for the defence of it, againft the opert 
*^ attacks, and dark defigns of its adverfaries, of 
•* whatever denomination." 

"What ! the church in danger ^ my lord ? the 
pcrfe<Sion of beauty, and the joy of the whole 
body of the cl^rgy^ in ^^2;?^^ of falling ? if fo, it is 
reafonable that the folemnities of the pulpit (hould 
propagate the alarm, give authority to our fears, 
and that in our feveral ftations we (hould exert our 
jointendeavoufs to remove them. But whence, my 
I<M^, arife thefe cA/WriW reprefentations ? have 
we not a prince on the throne, whofe good incli- 
nations, as well as royal word^ engage him to pn^- 
fervi inulolably the liberties of all his fubjedls ? 
are we not happy under his aufpicious government 
in the free pojfeffion of many valuable bleffings ? 
■have we not perfons of great worth and integrity, 
that fit at the helm, and if there are any there of a 
different charaSier^ yet they have been always true 
to their principles and the tinus^ and as tenacious of 
the rights of the church, as your lordfl>ip ? have 
not all the vifionary fchemes of a rival pretender 
to the crown, been long fince baffled, and his 
hopes blafted for ever ? are our national concerns 
in this happy fituation, and yet the national 
church groaning under the bittereft extremity and 
diflrefles ? — — You would not have it believed 

N 4 that 
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that when our rights and properties are mod /i- 
cun^ when the wifeft laws are enaAed, and thofe 
laws executed without^tfr//V7///)ror corrtipthni when 
reafon triumphs over craft and fuperjiiiionj your 
lord/hip would not have it believed, that undei fucb 
circumftanccs the chu;ch is ia the greateft dan- 
ger ? Can the church never be fafc, unlefs the 
/azvs^ learning and liberies of the nation are brought 

. itUo'wreclc and ruin ? thefe ill-timed, or in your 
lordihip's phrafe, feafonable alarms, may fill the 
minds of the clergy with fedition9 and their mouths 
with rage and clamour : but can they ever con-^ 
tribute to recomAend virtue, to eftablUh rational 
piety and religion ? 

It it obfervable that the cry of the danger of the 
church, has always been made ufe of more or lefs 
in exa£i proportion to the progre/s of common fcnfci 

. and the decUnfton of a fpirit of bigotry and bon- 
dage. But, my lord, fuch reports come with an 
ill grace from xhzf/iends of the church, how en- 
tertaining foever they may prove to its enemou 
The church of CAny? encountered thefevereft diffi-. 
cuiiies, and the warmcft oppofition. It had not 
only the magiftracy^ but the mob and the priift* 
he^od y the high church dignitaries, of the yeviiijb 
coqftitution, joined in a confpiracy againft it j 
yet the fpiritual weapons of truth, honefly, and 
<iifintereftedne(s overpowered them alJ- And as to 
future ages, we are exprefly foretold, the gates of! 
hell (hall never prevail againft it. What means 

this, 
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Ais, my lord ! arc the intercfts of the church of 
ChriJ}^ and the church of England not only dijlin^^ 
but $pp9jite in their very nature ? one always fafe^ 
tiic other always in danger ? one, proof againft the 
raillery of infidels, and rage of hell; the other trem- 
bling at the efForts of a few hoi beaded tnthujiafts 
and dijfenters ? then furcly, according to your 
hrdfl)if% fchcmey they cannot be very near a-kin. 
However, I would be underftood to fpeak wkh due 

Reverence to the cnjfock, Let them be one and 

the fame, notwithftanding all this, and what the 
priefls have joined, let no man put afunder. 

About the time your lordfliip's firft charge was 
delivered to your prefent diocefan clergy, iatnong 
others who attacked ChriflLanity with little finceri- 
ty, and lefs fuccefs, Mr. f Fool/ion j^n apo/tati clergy- 
man^ was one of the moft confiderable, * whofc 
name I prefume is not forgotten by your lordlhip. 
Probbaly his difcourfes are the poi/onous Khels you 
refer to, f *' againft the infeflion of which, pro- 
•* per prefervativcs were ufed." But what pre- 
fcrvatives did your lordfhip judge proper on that 
occafion ? wefe you confcious of any weaknefs or 
infuffidency in your elaborate and bulky defence of 
Chriftianity, that you fled for refuge to the fecu- 
lar arm, and called to your afliftance the Jalutary 
eids of a fine and a dungeon ? I have been iif- 

N 5 form- 

• Sec WoolH^fC^ a&fwer to the BiAop of 5/. David^ dedica- 
ted to the Queen. -f S^e Charge i. p. 4. 
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formed, that Microns writer declared upon his 
trial, that our late worthy mitropolitan expreffed 
himfelftbui, with relation to that unchriftian pro- 
fecution j for fhould I call it perfecution, the 
world would never believe that bijbops had any 
band in the matter; ^* Mr. Woolfton^l amforry for 
your fufierings, but had you wrote ten times as 
much zpinfiCbriftiamtyj withouc attacking clnical 
eutbority TLud power f you had been y2i/> and unmo* 
hjlid ftilL"— However that be, permit me to ob- 
ferve, my lord, and with an borujl concern for the 
honour of Chriftianity I fpeak it, this very con- 
dud gave z greater reputation to Mr. WoolJlot{% ri* 
baldry and difira^ion^ than it could otherwife have 
obtained; and even a greater than your hrd/bip\ 
writing againft him. It is natural to fhew com* 
paffion for tbofe who fuffer forany^^c4///<7r//;^ in 
their notions, to be prejudiced in favour of their 
caufe, and to exprcfs a generous indignation at the 
authors and abettors of their fufferings. Was Mr. 
Wooljion delivered over to the jailor, to be bufFeted 
for the falvation of his foul, or the fuppreffion of 
his libels ? a dungeon could never enlighten his 
underflanding ; and infidelity rejoiced in fuch a 
favourable opportunity of fpreading abroad the in* 
glorious fame of his imprifonment and writings ; 
not to mention, that as truth y?^;?^ not in need^ fo 
it fcorns fuch wicked arts to fupport its authority. 

A&I 



A Cordial for Low Spirits. 175 

As I have no concern with the htjlwy of the f «- 
ritam^ I (hall take no farther notice of your re- 
mark? on that head, than what neccflarily com- 
ports with nfiy defign to expofe the wlckedmfs and 
folly of claiming a jurifdiAion over confcience 5 
and invading the monarchy^ the umverfal monarchy 
of earth, as well as heaven. It is obferved, that 
* the long- ^o confuted pretenfions of the old ^«r/- 
tans^ are brought afrefh on the ftage. Were not 
their pretendons founded upon the fame principle 
with the reformation itfclf, the right of private 
judgment^ and a£ling according to it in matters of 
religion ? will your lordjhlp deny this ? , who 
then confuted their pretenfions ? no friends to the 
reformation^ to the church of England^ would at* 
tempt it ; and did they, I hope your hrdjhip will 
agree with me in this, fuch attempts would have 
been vain and fruitlefs. True, they had many 
wild antic extravagances zmong them \ and 2l gloomy 
idioiifm that uTurped the name of virtue^ which fiill 
prevails amongft many of their fucceflbrs and dif- 
ciplei* — TheyAvorftipped Godzs if the devil wan in 
them ; but ftill the diftinguifhing principle they 
feparated upon, was a generous zeal for and a noble 
attachment to the liberties of their cotuitry. But 
I forbear, to make way for the danger of tht 

N 6 church* 
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church. — X " The virulent reflections on th«^ 
** tworenowned Archbifhops Pariirznd fVbitgifii, 
^^ the late attempt on the Ugal mainiirmnce of the 
^^ clergy by tithes \ thofe Utter ones on the difci- 
pline of the e/tablijhed cbunbf and the legal jur 
rifdidtion of the governors of it, in concurrence 
with the growth of infidelity, prophanene&| 
*^ and immorality.—— The numbers of thofe that 
** arc unbelievers^ or are for no eftahUJhment oi 
Chriftianity at all, or are difaffeSfed to the pnfeni, 
eftallijhment of it amongft us \ from thefe views. 
^^ we cannot but have fome melancholy thoughts 
<< concerning the final ifllie and refult of things.'' 
my lord, chear up your fpirits, melancholy tbwgb^. 
often iflue iq z fixed fettled de^riut/u, WiUicfs 
the craft/men of Ephefus^ Their zeal for their. 
Goddefs, and her filver fhrines, foon improved it» 
felf into 2i venerable frenzy y and a confecrated riot\ 
fothat they knew not wherefore they came together* 
The men were mad^ but flill they lyerc profounir 
ly orthodox^ my lord. — It was not the Godd^fs ihzi 
they worfhipped, but the very objeil of prieftly: 
adoration throughout all fucceffive ages.— ^^Her 
filver fhrines ! but the particulars referred to, dc- 
fjerve a clofer examination. Can a faithful hif? 
tory Qf the charafter of one or two renoww^ ccr 

\ Page 5. Charge j. 
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clefiafttcs be a reproach upon their order ? if foy 
what the poitohkrvcd as to prii/is of al/ religions ^ 
may be juftly applicable to prie/ts of all aggSy that^ 
they are the fame; infpired with ihtfarm luft of 
dominion and power, xhtfame tbirft for blood, the 
funne zeal for knavery and perfecution. --* But- 
whatever your lordihip may think, I cannot fall 
in with fo wild an opinion. As truth can never- 
fuffer by exploding i/i^rifMif/^n^/trrj/fyftems, or asx 
ffjjlfic can never be brought into difgrace by a juft^ 
contempt of quacks and empirics ; fo neither cant 
the church be ever hurt by an honeft reprefento^. 
tion off cbara^ers or fads that tend neither to its 
fecurity or honour*. *^ The late attempt on the 
legal maintenance of the clergy by tithes," like- 
wife awakens your lord(hip*s refentments. Suppo^- 
(tng, my lord, there had been any regulations of 
tithes, would this have brought the church into 
danger ? woiild there be no priefts^ no bifiops^ 
were there notiihesy no eftablijhments f is all the 
devotion of the clergy bound up in thtfe, my 
lord \ it feems, it is the fame as to eccUfiaftical and 
military fquadrons^ and that the prowefs of the 
churchy as well as of armief^ depend upon good pay 
i^nd provijion ; and thofe^ who are enlifted into the 
f^rvice of both alike, may fight for kire^ but will 
difertxYifix refpe£live pofts^ if there be no other re- 
ward than the profped of being ferviceable to their 
country. But if the church be in any danger^ 

there 
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there are fome more probable reafons to be align- 
ed for it, than thofe which are pointed at by your 
lordfhip. Is there no danger from bigotry and 
fypcrftition \ from church^priJe and tyranny ; from 
tlie illegal and arbitrary pretenjions of infolent eccU- 
ftaftics X ? is there no danger of its being brought 
into reproach from bijheps that never preachy from 
divines i\i2X never ftudyy unlefs it be how to aggratt' 
dize themfelves, and opprefs the laity^ by their 
high exorbitant claims as to ecclejiaftical fees and 
revenues ? is there no danger from the rigid un- 
charitable impojition oi forged creeds and formularies 
upon the Chriftian people ? is there no danger 
from the cUtgy*sfwearing to, or at hnHfubfcribing 
do^ines as true, which they believe to htfaljt 
and unfcripturaly and being guilty offolemn per- 
juryy in the name of the lord ? is the church iii no 
danger from that little aukward fiiffnefs and /f- 
dantry of behaviour ; from thaty^ry which wears 
the mafk of %cal \ from that difaffe£iion to the 
proteftant family on the throne, which your lord- 
(hip cannot be ignorant of, reigns among a con- 
(idcrable part of the inferior clergy J. h there no 
danger when the church has a greater fhare in our 
merriments than in our prayers ^ when our »eal 

for 

X Of what tyail the abolition of Paganlfm, if we dill retaSa 
the worftpart of it, a ad have ananny of Cbriftian priefts> th«t 
delight la bloodihed aad confufioni Ch« j, p. 26« 
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for it grows warm in our cups, hyixftagnates in pur 

devotions ? Thefe are fucb reafons for the 

danger of the church, as well deferved your no« 
ticc i and which, my lord, as a Chriftian bijhop at 
leaft, you had done well to confider. — But I a(k 
pardon, your lordfhip's fears may arife from am* 
tber quarter. 

If we take a view of the reign of King Charles 
the fecond> we fiial) find that infidelity and propbane* 
mefs were never fo rampant in the land as then, 
from the reformation^ down to the prefent times. 
Upon the reftoration^ the flood-gates of Hell and 
Rome feemed to be let open upon us. And yet in 
that blejfed ara^ the church was profperous and 
flourifliing ; the /r/^x pampered with luxury, and 
no complaints known of danger. But when liber* 
ty and King fflUiam afcended the Britifl) throne> 
its complaints were renewed, and excepting a fhort, 
interval in the following reign, have been con* 
tinned ever fince. 

Your krdjhip complains of the growth of infi- 
delity ; nor, according to the modern ufe of the 
phrafe, are your lordfhip's complaints needlefs I 
we have multitudes in this nation, and may the 
number daily increafe / that do not always believe, 
neither worjbip the clergy. It has indeed been 
the complaint of every age. the former times 
were better than thefe. The cry is dzftale as it is 

comment 
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C9mm9n. But do injidelitf^ itnmwaUty^ and frO' 
pbanenifs grow ? what can be the reafon of this ? 
are the cUrgy^ who ought to be the advotmtes of 
Chrifiianity, and^tf^r^V/^jof our liberties, grown 
more ignorant than in former times ? or are they 
grown more profligate and wicked f do their Uves 
make atheifts^ or their dcJIriaes Jlavesf' whatever 
infidels may pretend^ your lordjhip will not fuggeft 
this ? in the body politic, wicked governors and t 
corrupt admniftratiott propagate corruption among 
all inferior ranks of fubjefls : and is it not the 
fame as to religion ? — Are the times hadT — 
It is your hrdjhif%^ and the clerg/s bufinefs to 
make them better* It is in your power to reform 
the world,, to. bring virtue inioy2r^/^n; and it is 
with an ill grace men complain of evils that are of 
their own begetting. Is it matter of fa£t that the 
number of unbelievers daily increafes ? what ac- 
count is then to be given of the vigilance and coq« 
^uELoi z pompous fpiritualfoldiery^ retained for the 
fervice of the church and truth ? are they not 
blefTed with national honours and pjeferments f 
is not the world prejudiced on their fide ? have 
they not the advantage of a. good caufe, and yet, 
after alh, an unequal match for zfew naked unbe- 
lievers ? furely, my lord, they ill deferve to be 
kept in conftant pay, who are either too lazy to 
fight, or too unfkilful to conquer, when the oppo- 

fition 



A Cordial for Low Spirits. %%i 

iition is fo weak and trifling. Superftition has 
been generally the parent of infidelity ; and the 
long-ago exploded abfurdities and traditions of di- 
vine right, uninterrupted Aicceffion, &r« which 
have been vamped up afrefl), and retailed abroad 
by fome of our modern hierarchical champions^ 
fpeaks them better qualified to increafe the doubts, 
and confirm the prejudices of unbelievers, than to 
fj^^isfy and remove them. When the noftrums of 
\ party are drefled up as the efientials of Chrifiian 
worihip, no wonder if perfons of volatile difpofi- 
tions fhould confound truth and error, and rejed 
Chriftianity itfelf as an impofiure. 

fiut are our 'refilefsadverfaries abroad waiting 
for the advantages they reap from the profpefi of 
cOnfufion at home ? Strl) it is your Lordfliip's and. 
the clergy's bufinefs to difa^^oint their hopes^ 
Have we confufions at home ? remove the caufe^ 
-the tffe£i will ceafe of courfe. Who more likely 
to propagate confufibn, than they who raife a 
titmubuous alarm of the danger of the churcb-f 
Who would eftablifh a prelatical jurifdt£lion on a. 
//v^/ with the civil conjiitution itfelf and confequent- 
ly reprefent the church, as invefted with a power 
to defiroy,as well as fave; to excommunicate prin- 
ces, as well as pardon and abfolve them ? Infiead 
of this, exert your influence, my lord, to heal 
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ftrife, and unite proteftants : put an end to the un- 
charitable differences among them, recommend 
principles of love and benevolence, not to a^2»- 
guijhing f€& or party, but to the whole race of 
mankind ; cultivate a fpirit of meeknefs and cha« 
rity tovirard Chriflians of different fentiments and 
denominations i refign all authoritative claims over 
confcicnce, and let the clergy ceafe from invading 
the rights of their fellow-creatures, and the fole 
prerogative of the deity ; give up the rigid impo- 
fition of things confeffedly indifferent in their own 
nature, and make the gates of the church as wide 
as the gates of heaven. 

In Page 8, your Lordfhip obferres, that ^* we 
^^ live in an incredulous age, that much in- 
*^ dulges fcepticifm, and difputes the grounds of 
^* faith that have been all along received." AfTert- 
ing the right oi private judgment^ and denying the 
infallibility of the church, may perhaps be repre- 
fented as incredulity by your lordfhip. But wa« 
ving that, let an honeit reverence be paid to no« 
tions that have been received 9 yet I hope your 
lordfhip's faith is not fettled merely upon tradi- 
tion.-*" Let tiiat be the boafled unenvied claim of 
a corrupt hierarchy and priejl craft i but all good 
protcftants will build their faith upon a nobler 
foundation. Scepticifm czn never prove as injurious 
to Chriftianity, (what it may to the church, you 
are befl able to determine) as credulity and an 

implicit 
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implicit obedience. Enquiring into the grounds of 
faith cannot weaken, but confirm and eftabliih its 

authority. 1 agree that we ought to be always 

ready, and I add able, to give an anfwer to tvtry 
one that afks a reafon of the hope that is in us. 
«« We ought to be prepared to evince the groundf 
** and neceffity of reforming the church of Eng" 
*' Jand^ from the idolatries, fuperflitions, and u- 
^* furpations of the Romsjh communion/' But 
ought we not, my lord, in this to be confident 
with ourfelves ? Or of what avail to deliver an ela« 
borate chaige againji popery^ and at the fame time 
be for eftabliihing a protejiant popery at home ? 
To dethrone his holinefsy and fet up in his room 
an infallibiiity of your own at Litchfield ov Lambeth^ 
to .defend our church upon the authority of thoTe 
very principles you explode as to the Romijh church 
and communion ? ■ — Put the cafe, out of re- 
(fz& to your lordfhip,! will not urge it as fa£l,that 
when you had condemned bowings and proflrai- 
tions to faints, incenfe before, and falutations to 
their images •, the grave pafloral charge being 
concluded, you (very confidently, my lord} tacked 
about, and made a right reverend bow to the 
aJtar. It will perhaps be faid, it is out of gratis 
iudey an acknowledgment of favours, and a tri^m 
hute paid for the gold received from the altar. 

But 

• Charge 2. p. 9, 



c« 



284 A Cordial for Low Spiaiti. 

But dill would not your lord(hip*8 condud iff 
fuch a cafe deftroy all the force of your reafon- 
ings ? Spedators will conclude that you haraogue 

for pay^ but a<5l upon principle. I remember 

what I once heard from your Iord(hip» ** fpecuh" 
tivi notions are loft ut)on the generality pf man- 
kind, but exampk has its infttunctoti themean- 
•' eft capacity/* 

The next particular that deferves notice, is your 
obfervation *, ** that we ought to have juft ap- 
^^ prehenflons of the judgments of God upon us, 
** removing our candleftick, for our moftibamc- 
*^ ful abufcs of the light of the gofpel, and our 
*^ preferring the return of heathenifm both in prin* 
^< ciple and pradtce to a divine revelation/' I 
would hope your lordihip doth nol^ mean this of 
the clergy, to whom your charge is particularly 
dire£):ed. If this reprefentation be matter of fad, 
I am forry for it, ;iiy lord : with all reverence 
to your facred character, I would willingly believe 
that in this one injfance it is pojjible for you to be 
miftaken. But if you (hall infift upon it, I muft 
fubmit to your lordlhip's fuperior judgment. 
However, if fo, I End according to your concef- 
fion, that the priefthood are not fo acealous in 
guarding againft the return of heatheni&n, as a- 
gainft the lofs of fpiritual tithes and jurlfdiftion. 

It 

• Charge i. p. 9* 
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It is obvious, that the cry of j udgmen ts, by an 
unfeafonable application, have loft much of their . 
force and'^4:rror, ^md have been generally wrefted 
to fin-ve alike on bddh fides of a queftion/ *i*utn^ 
gliusy a famous reformer, being burnt for herefy, 
it was reported his heart was found entire and un- . 
confumed among the afhes. The Papifts urged 
that it denoted the hardnefs and obduracy of his 
heart \ the Proteftants with eqtial prsptiety^ that 
is^ none at all, reprefented it as a fign of its firm- 
nefs and integrity. In days of yore it was be- 

lieved, that the entrails of beads prophefied ; and 
birds chattered futurity : and is it not equally mi* 
raculous, that judgments fhould arife out of the 
duft, and that dreams or broomfticks (hould prog* 
nofticate the difpleafure of heaven? But, my 
lord, if judgments muft take place ; of alljudg- 
mentSy it is the greateji to be deluded by fuch idle 
znA fuperfiitious notions, to indulge fuch wildznA 
^IfionaryfezTs. 

What next offers to view, is your lordibip^s 
iiigb encomium on the e/iablt/h^d epi/copal churchy 
where you obferve that it fiands * ma level with 
the civil conjlitution itfelf. Only on a levels my lord i 
A kind and gracious concei&on ? The church and 
king, as your Lordjhip well knowsj has been the 
toaji of orthodoxy for fome ages. The mitre bore 

the 
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the preheminence, and the crown inukUd to 
its di£)ate8. But tempora muiantur ist nos muta* 
mur in illis. 

It is well known, how Kln^Hewj the fecond 
was exconimunicated by the pope, for afirondng a 
mean-born, faucy, feditious, and ungrateful priefi; 
who, by his prince's favour, had been promoted 
to the higheft dignities in the kingdom* Nor did 
the vengeance of the church ceafe with the rebel's 
death. The prieft-ridden monarch was obliged 
to atone for his former want of docility and fub- 
miffion to the holy fee. Before he could procure 
an abfolution, he was fentenced to walk barefoot 
to the infamous rebel, Thomas a Becket*s tomb, 
and there was whipt and fcourged by a gang of 
monks and villains j of the order of St. Auguftim* 
And in latter days we have not wanted inftancesof 
ccclefiaftics that have pretended to a kind of fove- 
reignty over princes. The holy martyr Laud or- 
dered, that the qmen of Bohemia^ our prifentfove- 
reign*s royal great grandmother, and her royal 
iflue, fliould have their names expunged out of the 
prayers of the church, which was accordingly 
done. Yet Vhen the church thus triumphed over 
the civil conftitution, that compleat churchman 
Ecbard^\xxt% us, that all this time England had 
a mighty (hew of glory and felicity ! Though there 
were fuch open and undifguifed attacks upon the 
proteftant religion, yet the church was then (o 

far 
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far from danger, that the fame revennd hifiorian 
addd, it was fhining in -grandeur ! But alas ! 
thefe happy days are 6vcr ! according to your 
lordfliips fchemet it can never go well with the 
church, unlefs its friends are not only allowed to 
reign over confcience, but like true fins of the 
motbir ef harlots^ to * reign over the kings of the 
earth. However, this point deferves a clofer at* 
tention. Whence is it, that the church is on a 
level with the civil conditution itfelf ? Doth it not 
derive all its authority from thence ? Is it not the 
grhat fial of England that makes bifhops ? Are the 
clergy fuhjeftsy or are they, kings ? Perhaps it 
will be faid, neither ; they are Gcdsy though they 
not only die^ but live iooj like other men. Are they 
all bound by their oaihs^ I will not prefs their incli- 
nations into the fervice, to be governed by the 
laws i to be governed by them as fubjecSb ? ■ ■ ■ 
But if they are on a level with the civil conjiitution 
itfelf J ihould any competition arife, are we bound 
lo obey the prince and the laws, or the church 
and clergy ? Or has the convocation any right to 
meecand afTemble without the royal licence and 
authority ? Surely it has, if it be on a level with 
the civil conjiitution itfelf? Why then will you, my 
Jord» and the dignitaries of the church, fubmit in 
fo plain a cafe to any bold and arbitrary encroach- 

menta 
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ments on your rights, as to Aiffer yourfelves to be 
prorogued by a pretince to royal authority^ where 
there is no juft authority at all ? But your lordihip 
may be able to aiSgn wife reafons for it. Ho«p^ 
ver, on all proper occafions^ the priefthood are to 
^* * vindicate thofe fpiritual powers derived from 
*< their great Mailer." Who he is, your lord- 
fliip has not thought proper to mention ; but I 
hope, my lord, you mean neither the^n^/, norhb 
elder brother the devil. They are to ^* vindicate 
^* thofe powers fo derived, by (hewing that they 
^^ are f in their oWn nature difttn£ifrom^ and m- 
*« ^indent ofzW fecular authority.*' But how is 
this to be done ? — By mobbing, treafbn and re- 
bellion? Though the fervent prayers of a righteous 
man avail much, yet it is to be hoped that neither 
the fervent prayers nor exhortations, even of a bi- 
fliop,wilI ever avail to put in execution any fedi- 
tious fchemes to render the church independent of 
the ftate, and invefling the priefthood with au- 
thority to depofe emperors and princes. — But, 
my lord, however men of % £ftinguijhing cbmrac 
ter buoy themfelves up with a notion of indepen* 
dence upon civil government, in point ofprudenct 
they ihould take heed that they do not provoke to 
jealoufy, that royal clemency which crnnivti at 
fuch arrrogating claims and ufurpations. Perhaps 

• 

It 
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it will fee faid, thefe arc vifionary fears, ■*' ' > for 
none are blefled with the perufal of the writings 
that propagate fuch notions, but a few diocefan 
clergy ; and that fome modern epifcopal charges^ 
the very reverfe of thtix authors ^-^^ never refide at 
court, but in the country. However, my lor<l, 
while fuch fanatical principles are publicly efpouf* 
ed and defended, you muftexped to be called upon 
Co give fome confident account of your conduct. 
When your lord (hip had the Holy Ghoji conferred 
upon you in ordination, did you not then folemrn 
ly fubfcribe the 37th article of the church, which 
runs thus, — ** The queen's majefty has the 
<• chief power in this realm of England^ and other 
'^* herdominions, unto whom the chief government 
^* ot all efiates of this realm, whether they be to 
<^ clefiaftical or civil, in all caufes doth apper- 
** tain J and is riot, nor ought to be fubje£k;to- any 
«* foreign jurifdidkion," Have you not foleijmily' 
fubfcribcd this article, my lord ? — But perhaps 
you fubfcribed it as an article of peacs, ^nd.noc of 
faith. — Further, is it not exprefly ordained by the 

canons of our church, " That whofoev^ fliaH 

** hereafter afBrm, that the king's majeftjf.hasipot 
^< the fame authority in caufes ecclefiafticali.tjiaft 
*< the godly kings had among the Jews and Chi;\U 
*' tian emperors in the primitive cburch> .or sy»# 
"^ peach any part of his regal fupremdcy^ in the {^\A 
<< caufes reHored to the crijfjirn, and by the Ifw^ 
' Vol. I. O « of 
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** of this realm therein eftablifhed ; let him be 
** 4xc0mmtmUsti ipfofa£lo^ and not reftored but by 
*^ the archbifliop, and after bis repentance, and 
<^ public revocation of thofe his wicked errors." 
Aiid are not all, who are confecrated for the fcr- 
vices of the altar, enjoined by canon 36, tofub- 
fcribe, *^ That the king's majeftjr, under God, is 
^* the only fupreme governor of this realm, and 
^* of all odier hb highnefs's dominions and coun« 
'* tries, IS well in all fpirhual or eechfiaflical 
^ tbingi 9r canfes^ as temporal ; and that no fo- 
•* reign prince, perfon, prelate^ ftatc, or potcn- 
<* tatc, hath, or ought to have any juTrifdidion, 
<* power, fuperiority, prcheminencc or authority, 
^* ecclefiafHcal or fpiritual, within his majefty's faid 
^< realms, dominions and countries." And accord- 
ing to the 25 H. 8. c. 19, *• the clergy of the realm 
^* of England have not only acknowledged, ac* 
*' C9r£ng to tbo iruthy that the convocations of the 
*< fame clergy is, always hath been, and ought to 
^ be aflembled only by the king's writ ; but alfo 
** fifbmitting themfelves to the king's majefty, 
«^ have promifed,in verbo facenbtis^ that they will 
^ never from henceforth prefume to attempt, al- 
^ ledge, claim, or put in ure, enaA, promulge, 
*< or execute any new canons, conftitutions, or* 
^' dinances, provincial, or others ; or by whatfo- 
^^ ever name they (hall be called in convocation^ 
^ unlefs the king*^ iMft royal aflent and licence 

•Mo 
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** to them may be had, to make, promulge, and 
^' execute the fame ; and, that his majefty do give 
^^ his royal aflent and authority in that behalf* 
^^ And whereas, divers Qpnftitutions, ordinances^ 
^^ and canons, provincial or fynodai, which here- 
^* tofore have been enaded ; and be thought not 
^* only to be much prejudicial to the king's prero- 
*^ gative royal, and repugnant to the laws aifd 
*^ flatutes of this realm \ but alfo overmuch one- 
*' rous to his highnefs, and his fubjeds^ i^ci^ 
And accordingly. ena£b $ '^Be it therefore ena£led^ 
^^ by the authority of this prefent parliament, ac« 
^* cording to the faid fubmiiSon and petition of 
^< the faid clergy, that they, nor either of them 
<^ henceforth, (hall prefume to attempt, alledge, 
*^ claim, or put in ure, any conftitutions, or or- 
*^ dinances provincial or fynodal, or any other ca* 
*^ nons, nor (hall enaA, promulge, or execute 
.^^ any fuch canons, conftitutions, or prdinancies 
'* provincial) by whatfoever name or name^ they 
*' may be called in their convocations in time co-* 
■** roing, which always (hall be a/Tembled by.au- 
" thocity of the king's writ, tt'r." And will your 
lord(hip, in defiance of a£U of parliament, in con* 
tempt of the canons of the church, and in dire<9: 
oppofuioQ to thofe articles, you liave fubfcrlbed^ 
jnaintain diat the church is independent of the im^ 
petiftl crown of thefe realms i 

O a Your 
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Your lordfliip's account of the oppofition to • 
the epifcopal church, is, ** That ♦ men's preju- 
•• dices are frequently too powerful for their rea- 
•• fon,'* The remark in general \^ certainly juft. 
and I humbly fubmit it to the judgment of the rea- 
der, whether it will not appear from the following 
refledions, that your particular prepofterous ap- 
plication of it to others, doth not fpeak it in faA 
the cafe of your lordfhip. Few, mj lord, are 
prejudiced in favour of difgrace, difcouragements, 
and unpopular notions* Had the enemies of the 
church any profped that their oppofition would 
entitle them to bijhoprics^ tranfiatlons^ pluralities^ 
and commendams ; were there zuyjlipends and bo* 
H$urs annexed to their oppofition ; or were their 
notions the offspring of churchmanjbip and hran^ 
dyy none at all would be furprifed that their preju. 
dices (hould be too powerful for their reafon. 
But when men expofe themfelves to great hard- 
fliips and difficulties in life, to a low and penuri- 
ous fubfiftence, when they prefer poverty and a 
good confcience to wealth and power, it is unac- 
countable it (hould be fuggefted, that, under fuch 
circumftances, prejudices are too powerful for their 
reafon. Did they thirft after univerfal hierarchy, 
and grafp at empire in this worlds as well as lay 
claim to the keys of the next', their prejudices in fup- 

porting 
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pordngTuch /«/^r^'.W views, might prove too pow*» 

crful for their reafon But when we confider, 

my lord, that the party in the oppofition are ge- 
nerally made up of confaenttous illiterate folks ^ that 
'^zzx meagre znd fan^ifed complexions^ and do not 
court grandeur and popularity as much as grace 
and truthy which came by Chr!^ "J^f^^ \ where is 
the charity, where is the confiflence ; nay, where 
is the prudence^ which may be a moxt fundamental 
point with your lordibip, to damn them whole* 
falc as a race of prejudiced bigots ? Was your lord'" 
Jhip to renounce all ecclefiaftical immunities 
and honours, to refign your church-preferments, 
ceafe from lording it in the fenate, and with an 
awful brow adjufting the weighty concerns of the 
nation ; were you to defire to be a biihop, as it 
is a good work y rather than covet a bi(hopric 
without any of the work at all, as it is a ^oodfat 
thing \ fome perhaps would then be convinced ^^ 
that you were preju£cidagamtt. theloveofmoney^ 
but none would ever fuggeft that your lordfhip, 
in fuch a cafe, was prejudiced againft the force of 
convidion. 

Indeed, fuch a fatal biais do worldly pomp and 
greatnefs put upon men's underftandings, that 
our Saviour feems to reprefent it impoffiblct that 
thofe who enjoy them, fhould at the fame time be 
fine ere admirers of truth. How can they be«r 
Keve, wbo receive honour one of another ? The 

O 3 emoluments 
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emoluments of the church, its confecrated tra- 
iiires and trinkets would have been in danger^ 
clerical authoiity and power muft oeafe, if Cbrif- 
tianity-took place; and rather than renounce thefct 
it feems, like g^cd churchmtn^ they would have 
fwore religion to be a bubble, as well as \\.zMtf- 
ftab\ohQ9X\ impoflor* 

I would not fupprefs any thing, that may gtvt 
pleafun to your lordihip. Among many other 
surprizing miracles recorded in facrcd hiftorjy 
one almoft iW/^/^/^ in its nature, is,— That a 
great number of priefts became obedient to thefaitb. 
Perhaps, my lord, you may not think the miracle 
fo great as I reprefent it i but I fliall have your 
Iordfhip*s concurrence when you conHder^ that 
they became obedient with a view to glory and 
immortality, and not to prefent pay. Upon the 
whole, it appears that when men embrace defpifcd 
unfafhionablc notions, it is more natural to fuppofei 
that reafon triumphs over their interefts and their 
prejudices, than thatintereft truckles to prejudice, 
and prejudice triumphs over reafon. 

In the following page your lordfiilp accounts 
for yeronu's opinion concerning epifcopacy ; by 
oUerving that y^^Ai^ entertained fome refentments 
againft John, bijhop of yerufalem^ and therefore 
treated epifcopacy with fome terms of diminu- 
tion* Nlightyounot have faid, my Lord, with- 
out mincing the matter, with an avowed contempt? 

The 
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The good father, it feems, was out of humour, 
and he mufl; needs publi(by3/^;»» lies to gr^atlfy his 
fpleen and paffion. As for my part, I take the 
hiftory of ^ixote^s errantries, to be a lively em- 
blem of the wild romantic extravagances of the 
Fathers. Nor am I at ail concerned either with 

ferom or epifcopacy. But where is the confif- 

tence of deifying the authority of the fathers, when 
they ferve a turn, and of reprefenting tiiem as 
perfons of no integrity or chara^^er, if they hap* 
pen to beagainft you ? Their authority is indifpu- 
table, if their fchemes tally with yours ; but they 
muft be old, pemfi, pajionate, bigots or hypocrites^ 
if on the other fide of the queftion. It put me ia 
mind of the humour of country elections, as run- 
ning exafily parallel with this behaviour in your 
lordfbip. The abandoned tools of a party ztp 
painted under the venerable names of patriots! 
while perfons of greateft integrity, in difierenr 
principles and interefts, are weak, corrupt, crafty* 
or defigning ; or to ufe the language of Mr. if^« 
difon*s fox- hunter, which perhaps may be more a- 
greeable to your lordfbip *, ^' One is'a dog, an« 
<< other is a whelp, another a cur, anotlvsr the 
** fon of a bitch ;'* under which feveral deoomiiM* 
tions, the ri/ral fquire comprehended alt thoib 
who were attached to an intereft ^pofitc to ,hlr - 

O 4 own* 
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own. Whether St. 'Jerom has met with a kind- 
er fate, 18 very eafy to be determined. 

What next occurs, is, that as foon a$ the apof- 
tlei left the world, the • <* ordinary funfliom 
•• of their apoftlefhip devolved on the bifhops as 
** governors of particular churches.** I am gladto 
find that the bifhops in thofe early days did not ar- 
rogate to themfclves all the lordly claims of fpiri- 
tual authority. It feems the provtnce of thofe 
who would be the governors of the unlverfe^ and 
who have been its plague^ I do not mean proteftant 
bifliops, i^iy lord, was originally to be governors 
oi particular churches. But did they as governors 
lay claim to a monopoly of wealth and grace \ 
Were they the only wife men^ and was all wifdom 
U die with them I No ; it was to be conveyed 
down ia an uninterrupted fuccejfion^ to the future 
priefts of future ages* — But wherein did the ^r- 
dinary funftton of apoftlefhip confift ? Was it not 
in preaching the word in feafon and out of feafon ? 
And is this devolved upon the bifhops ? I (hould 
have rather concluded, that they would be heirs to 
the more extraordinary miraculous gifts of the apof- 
tks, and, to prpve their title of inheritance, fhew 
by their example; that they can worJd miracles at 
pioper feafoHs, as it is a mracle io\ ii'-^ modern 
hijhop topres^ch. 
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I fball not examine, at prefent, into what your 
lordfbip has advanced concerning the importanctf 
of ftudying ecclefiaflical antiquity. That the hi« 
ftory of the fathers is nothing more than a repre- 
fentation of a theological hear garden^ is what I 
prefume, my lord, you will readily agree to ; and 
in return to fuch a concefSon, let it be acknowledg- 
ed, that men of leifure may fquandcr away their 
time decently and genteely upon them. But, 

We are now arriving at another period ; and ta 
view *' the % cpifcopal church as eftablifhed by 
•* law, when the powers of the ^ow^« empire be* 
" cameChriftian." I takeitforgrantedihat inyour 
lordfliip's phrafe, the epifcopal church and chri'* 
fiianityilwzys go for fynonymous expreifions. You 
obferve, that before Chriftianity was eftablifbed^, 
** § it was in an unhappy ftate of minority.'* Buc 
whether the church when its//j/^ ofminoritj ceafed, 
did not like ibme other minors^ when grown up to 
be their own mafters, diftinguifh itfelf more by its 
pride and pojfejjionsj than by any more valuable 
accomplifhments. I leave you to confider ;; 
whether it did not like wife a<9: in open contempt of 
the wife and falutary inftru£lions of its old guardi-* 
sins and friends, will perhaps be none of youF 
hrdjhip*% intereft to determine. Hut However un- 
happy the church's ftatc of minority may appeaf,. 

O 5 it 
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it mud be allowed, my lord, to be more nnhappy 
ftill, iffuch times (hould ever happen^ When the 
name of the church fhall be made an en^e o( 
tyranny and fuperjlition ; when its authority (hall 
be urged to opprefs honefty and confcience ; whea 
fuch notions are advanced, as that God Atmigli« 
ty is only the deputy of ecclefiaflics, and can coo* 
fcr grace and favour only wkh the leave of the 
iacred prieflhood, and by the permifEon of my 
lords theBifliops ; and when thofe iflonopolixeta 
themfelvea the falvation of another world, wha 
are fcarce worthy to live in this. Nor can our 
fears of fuch time be ill grounded, if what youf 
lordfhip maintains be true, *' that there is fcarce- 
^* honefty enough in the nation to preferve it from 
•* downright ruin/' Perfuution was never fofataf 
to Chriftianity, as the dmtneerihg claims of high 
churchmen. Nothing has fixed a greater odium 
upon religion, than crafty and defigning bigots» 
tacking the inter eft of heaven to thofe extravagant 
fooleries that fupport their oton. But I afk par- 
don, notwithftanding all your zeal for ahierarchjf 
and U terrier Sy I am far from judging your lord*- 
fhip to be of that number. 

It is granted that there ought to be ( a proper 
maintenance for the clergy.— 'But what will 
jrour lordlbip judge to be proper on &ch an occa« 

fion i 
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ficm ? muft they have that reward for worfiipping 
GeJf which was offered our Saviaur for zoorfttipping 
the Jivilt the kir^doms of this world, and all the' 
glories thereof. Muft their hire be proportionate' 
to the work and merit, or tnuft the lazy, the 
indolent and unflcilful have ail the pay, though 
tbejr dp nothing to cam it ? my lord, were church 
emoluments diftributcd in juft and equitable pro*~ 
portions, there would be a handfome and liberal 
fubfiftence for every parilh priefb in the nation.. I 
appeal to your lordfliip as to this. It is a trite ob* 
£ervation, ** that the church had golden priefts^ 
** when it had woodm chalices i hut when religioa 
^ brought for^h wealth, the daughter devoured' 
" the mother*** Yet notwithftanding this,, your 
Iord(hip well knows chat this unnatural monAer> 
which preys upon that which gave her birth, has 
a multitude of rival admirers^ and is courted, if 
not idolized J by the whole body of the priefl-hood,' 
It is true, many of that venerable herd are undec* 
flrait circumfiances : let them be relieved out of' 
the abundance of thofe who; neither want nor di^ 
firvo it. There is fomething very entertaining in 
Conftantine*% well-^meant folly and devotion to the 
dergy, when affembled at the council of Nice ^ 
*< God has made you priefts» and has impowered 
^ you to judge me righteoufly, but you are above 
** the cognizance of any human tribunal.—* 
^ You arc as Gods to me, and no man has autho*^ 

G 6 «^ fit J 
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•-. , y •'^ 5udec you."' My lord, I often thougjn 
tr.:i: /cK'f\r/!ti3n was one of the church's peculiar 
prcr.>^atives and bleffings 3 but it feema to beo- 
therwifc in this inftancei and many of the holj 
tribe have arrogated divinity ever fincef. 

The authority of the Thtodojian code is urged by 
your lordfhip in favour of efiaUifliments, I wilt 
not fay, with a view to fuperfede the authority of 
the bible. It has been condemned as idolatry % 
and exaggerated in the blacked views, to believe 
that the will of the Ton is dependent upoa that (^ 
the father ; but it is an orth9do» principle to be- 
lieve that the will of God ihould fubmit to, and 
be determined by human laws andfyflems. Sup« 
poiing a fubordination of perfons in the Godhead 
has been marked out as an inflance of accomplifh*' 
ed wickednefs and folly \ but to reprefent the 
Xtirjftian revelation, as fubordinate to the autbO"« 
rityofthe church, is no crime at all \ nay, the 
greateft o( all iccleJlaJiUal, I cannot fay Chrijiian 
virtues. And even to depofi the father, is lefs un- 
pardonable than to dery the Supremacy of the clergy^ 
J3ut whatever your lordfhip may think, I mull 
own myfelf too much an injideJ^ to believe againft 
the firft principles of Reafon. Your lordfhip. 
Mrifhes that JuiiaH^s malice towards the clergy 
hafi found none to imitate it out of hatred to chri- 

ftianity- 
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ftfamty itfelf. Then it is granted, that his malice 
was not levied at Chriftiamty^ but at ecctefiajtics^ I 
rejoice to find it allowed that there may be an en-» 
mity againft the ill conduA of the tatter, without 
any difregard to the former.. But perhaps, upon: 
farther cbnfideration, your lordfhip may think 
proper toretrad this. 

You obfcrve, that " fuch ♦ an extraordinary (brt 
•* offubiiftence as that, by voluntary contribu- 
^^ tions, is not always to be expected ; and a legal. 
*^ eftablifhment doth Juftly compenfate for the 
*• want of oblation, when the love of many is 
*« grown very cold.** But why are not voluntary 
contributions ahvays to be expe£kcd ?— The cler- 
gy, as men of chara^er and education, will al« 
ways engage reverence and efteem, if they have 
prudence and good condu6l enough to deferve it* 
I am informed, that the proteftant diflenting mi<-^ 
Slitters here in Englandy receive their pay by volun«» 
tary contributions ; and if I am rightly inflrufted^^ 
it is the fame with foraeof the rcfroned proteftants' 
abroad. Will your lordfliip ore tend that tbe 
preachers in the eftablifhment do not do as muclt. 
to recommend themfelves to their people's affedi*. 
ons, as thofe to theirs I are not thofe who frequent 
places of eftablifhedworfhip, much more confidera-. 
He ill numbers, than thofe who attend feparate 

con- 
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congregations 7 if fo, then the diflentingclergy muft 
be men of fuperior worthy or the difleoters ia 
general muft be perfons of a more beneficent dif- 
pofition than thofe who fubmit to eflabli(hed rices 
and impofitions.^— >I cannot admit of either ;: 
however, I will not difpute this point with your 
lordfliip. 

Is the love of many growti cold? what can be 
the reafon ? is bigotry warm and rampant f are 
the laity ^cii^^ with creeds and impofitions ?— -> 
No wonder, if To, that their love is grown v^ 
€%ld I it is well if the very fundamentals of Cbri- 
fiianity be not banifted from amongfl' them. Or 
doth it proceed from the wantof better inflrudions \ 
do the clergy live upon the ignoranct znifuperjii' 
tiott of the people, without any regard to the du- 
ties of their fun6Uon ? botfirmonsy my lord, have 
been generally produdHve of fuitable effcds^ 
blood/heds^ rancour^ and confufton. How far cdli 
and UfeUfi ones, without any force of addrefs, or 
energy of reafon, ^ay propagate coldnefs^ is well 
worth our attention. 

In the next paragraph it follows, <* that efta:-^ 
<* blifliments do not convert fpiritual into civil, but 
*< give a fan£tion to that which was before, and 
•• ftill continues divine and heavenly." That is, 
though priefts are above being engaged inany thing 

tJut 
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diat bears the name of » fecular employment, yet 
to (hew the world their bumilttyt they condefcenck 
to accept the bigheft fecular dignities and honours*. 
But is every thing ^rv/W and BeaviJiij^f in the efta- 
bliihed conftitution ? all the claims ofthehierar* 
chy Mvine and beawnfyf my lord f thofe branches 
•f fpiritual dominion which are an oppreffion upon 
sunkind, and a reproach to Chriftianity, divifUL- 
abd heavenly in their nature l have you not ex« 
prefly declared, that there are fome lefler defici-i 
cncies in the government of the church, and are- 
tbefe divine and heavenly too ?•— — 'They are legal 
privileges*— ^True, fo was once the a£t ^ hareiica, 
combwrendo^^ and no- doubt would be counted fo- 
flill, had not the wifdom of the legiflature, to ref- 
rain prieftly vengeance and oxccutions, thought 
proper to repeal it* 

. But I muft beg leave to expoftukte with your 
lordfhip on another fubjef):^ What connexion- 
between virtue and eibblifliments^ my lord f 
do eftablifliments, merely becaufe they are fo, Re- 
mand our reverence and efteem ? it is to be hoped* 
then, your lordfhip will exert your influence, that 
we may have fftahlifl^dGodszz well as zn^Jlabliflyed 
reUj^pni and that we may bLeflid witb national 
divinitie^^ as well as national churches^ and letal( 
thofe who exped any churcb^promotions, fwear 
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cUtgianci't if not to the ling^ yet at Icaft to the 
Godi of their country. However romantic to infi- 
dels this fcheme may appear, however unfriend- 
ly to Chriftianity, it will be for the good of the 
church, increafc its weahh and power, and the 
lowed: rank of ecclefiaftical officers, who are now 
no more than the privy counfelhrs of heaven, wiD 
then be privileged to mah^ as well as fetfortb 
ftrange Gods. If eflablifliments are fuch glorioot 
things, why are not good nature, focial virtue, and 
free enquiry into truth, cftablifced by parliamen- 
tary power? withoutthislet none arrogate to them- 
felves the names of eftablifhments of religion!-^ 
If our eflablifhment comprehends all this, why fo 
many whores and cut-throats, fo many ignorant 
bigots, knaves, and perfecutors in our church and 
communion ? why fo many Tyburn faints and cm* 
fejforsj that die in the faith of our church ? I leave 
you to account for this, and (hould rejoice to find 
that eftabKftmients have a greater tendency to pro- 
pagate virtue, than to debauch men*s morals and" 
underftandings J and to promote pride, avarice and 

Your lordfliip obferves, that the • " Roman 
•* emperors were invefted with power of govern- 
•• ing the church as well as the ftate.'* What^ 
xny lord, hygovermri of churches ? and yet 
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the church on a level with the civil conftituiion it-- 
fslfy to whofe government (he fubmits ? If the U^- 
man emperors were inveiled with a power of 
church government, how comes this to be now 
peculiarly appropriated to priefis and bilhops ? But 
I fland correAed, my Lord, They were only in- 
vefied with an ufurped power of governing the 
church, the fole uncontroulable right of govern- 
ment lies in the clergy. 

It is worth remarking, that infifting on the 
rights of confcience^ feems to give great umbrage 
and offence to your lordfbip. The divine right 
pf church-lands and epifcopacy, of tithes and 
ofFerings, I prefum^ never give any umbrage at 
all. But to urge the rights of confeience in youT' 
phrafe, " is invidious^^ I fhould not have been fur- 
prized to find one that is a ftranger to the laws of 
confcience himfeif, reprefcnt all regard for its 
dictates in ethers, as mere enthufiafniy rant and 
folly. But to find a church of England divine, a 
dignitary in the churchy decrying conjcience with 
fo much contempt, and with tl folemn fneer paint 
out thofe who are influenced by it, as * '* high prc- 
*^ tenders to fpiritual liberty,'' muft be a para* 
dox to all that are not as well initiated in thofe bdy 
tnjfteries as your lordjhip^ Speak out, my lord* 
Tell the world that confcience is only a 
• trick 
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trick of priiftSy an eccUfiafilcal fiit-ball^ to be 
toflfed tbout juft as it ferves the iimis, Girneroufly 
declarcitbat it is invidious to urge confcienceagaijift 
*^/eme thoufands a year, that whatever ftrikes at 
church- tyranny is invidicusj or whatever weakens 
the foundations of all illegal ajid arbitrary en- 
croachments upon the rights of mankind. 

The next obfervation carries along with it, fome* 
thing very extraordinary in its nature. As to 
*^ the reformation of the idolatrous ynusj or the 
^^ aboIiOiing of paganifm, and efiabliOimeflt of 
<* Chrifiianity, and the ecclefiaflical conftitution, 
•* by therefpediive Jewijh and Chriflian PrinccstJ 
** infa^j their ajfumed fupnmacj was an ufurfch 
*• //j;f on men's natural rights." That is, accord- 
ing to your lordfliip, the Jewijh reformers, and 
Chriftian princes, were accompliflied villains. But, 
my lord, were not the Jews under a ilate of the* 
ocracy ? Was not God himfelf the immediate ru* 
Icr and governor of that people ? If idolatry was 
fcverely punifhed amongft them ; when fallible 
men are on a level with the Deity, as to know- 
ledge, wifdom, and goodnefs, then, and not be- 
fore, let them go and do likewife. — I fhall there- 
fore confine myfelf to an examination of the ac* 
count you have given as to Chriftian princes. Were 
Ihey in fafi guilty of ufurping nicn*s natural 
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rights ? Did they perfecuU and punijh all who 
could not fall in with theecclefiaftical conftitution ? 
Did they curfe and excomunicate thofe who dif^, 
claimed zW pretentions to infallibility ? Did they in* 
aXSt pecuniary mulSfs^ aod encourage oppreffive. 
laws ? I no longer wonder that your lordfhip is 
infpired with fuch a warm zeal for eftabli(hments«. 
And are the high flown pretenfions of the hierar- 
chy, in being on a level with the civil conjlituttony 
founded upon fraud and ufurpationf Your church- 
dignities and revenues nothing but an ufurpatton 
upon the riglits and properties of fubje£ts? Is your 
pay^ (for your prayers are an unknown bleffing)} 
an eft qhlijbed ufurpatton^ and eftablijhments in gene- 
raly the offspring of craft and del ufion ? Truth* 
will out, my lord. But I Ihould have been better 
pleafed with this from an infidel or a fanatick's 
pen than from your lordfhip's. 

I have nothing to obje3 to this honeft account, 
given of eftabtifbments. But, my lord, muft we 
place in the fame view all our church-reformers ? 
Were this true, a religion fupported by fuch iniqui^ 
ictus meafures may julUy complain of danger I Hail 
ye glorious reformers of mankind, from idolatries, 
and fuperftition, from a fpirit of bondage and 
darknefs, ye heaven* born patriarchs of liberty, 
awake your venerable aihes, and hear yourfelves ' 
branded with the charaQer of ufurpers I Behold 
your names pr^ftitutcd to give (andion to the^ 

kigotry 
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bigotry of weal rulers^ that have been firft dc* 
luded, and then deftroyed by imptrious vttckedtc* 
iUftafitcs ! 

But it feems though the reforming princes were 
guilty of an ufurpation on men's natural rights in 
fettling efiablKhments, yet • " their fubjeds, 
** notwithftanding any pretended fcrupUs and rigbu 
•* 9f confciencey were obliged to comply with thofc 
** eftablifiied rcformsitions, when they were not 
*' finful in themfelves, nor contrary to the laws 
** of God.'* Then it feems, my lord, afurpatiens 
of natural rights, are nadier Jhtful in themfelves, 
nor repugnant to divine precepts. The cburcb 
changes the nature of things, converts villany into 
hd/y zeal^ and uncbriflian ttfurpations are made the 
bulwarks of the Cbrijltayi religion. But admitting 
ufurpations of men's rights, to be as innocent as 
you apprehend them, (though I am fatisfied you 
will not allow any ufurpations on your lordjhiph or 
the churcV% rights to be of that number) who is to 
judge whether they are to be fubmitted to ? have 
werecourfe to any infallible judicature, or is every 

man to judge for himfelf ? It feems, not the 

latter ; for notwithftanding *^ any fcruples and 
•* pretended rights of confcience, men arc 
•* obliged to comply with fuch cftablifliraents and 
•* reformations." It is allowed, thofe who fall 

in 
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in with your lordIhip*s fchcme, would pretend 
nofcrupleSj or urge no right of confcienci to hin- 
der their falling in Wii\i gainful eftablijhments and 
refirmations. But what if a weak man of integrn 
ty cannot fatisfyhimfelf in proditminghis confcience 
to the authority of the church ? if he is opprefTed 
with any doubts which way to chufe infiead of 
making rational enquiries into things, has he no* 
thing to do but follow the advice of a reverend cd* 
fuifij whijile ^nd^ngj whilft thcfe//j of the devil 
are upon him ? or doth the ftrength and glory of 
the church confift in large numbers of hackney 
conjciences amongft U5, that are to be lett to the 
beji bidder ? 

It is true, my lord, *^ the * royal fupremacy 

*' has been frequently recognized by the legifla- 

*« ture, and accordingly fworn to by liege fub- 

*' jeds," and by the clergy too^ " on all proper 

^' occaJions\** though with what congruity, your 

lordlbip can beft tell, if the church be on a level 

with the civil conftitution itfelf and independent ofiin 

Perhaps they put the fame conftrudlion upon oaths 

as others (lo upon their prayers^ and imagine few 

will take them to be in earneft. I do not reprefeAt 

this as the cafe of all the fons of the church. But 

as to thofe who fwear to- tYi^ fupremacy of -th* 

crevm^ and yet maintain that the church is on a 

kvil 
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livtlwith the civil conftitution \ I publicly call 
upon and challenge your lordfbip to give a moce 
favourable account of their condud. 

The queftion, with relalion to uniformity of 
worfbip, is not whether we are obliged to*fub- 
mit to the royal fupremacy, and the laws of the 
land, in all matters that are not repugnant to the 
laws of God ; but whether we muft cowardly fub* 
mit to the authority of churchmen, when repug* 
•nant to the royal fupremacy, the laws of God, 
and the laws of the land all together ? whether we 
are in duty bound to bow down and worjiip our 
fovereign lords the cUrff f— Whether the word of 
God, or catboUc antiquity is to be the rule of our 
faith and condu£i? whether there can be any 
lawful authority^ any authority derived from the 
New Teftamenty or the reafon ofthingSy to impofe 
things thatare in their own nature confeffidly indif* 
firifit^ as mcejfary and effintial terms of Chriftian 
communion ? has the church any right to ex* 
elude thofe from its ordinances whom God will at 
laft admit to his kingdom ? whatever {eSt pre» 
tends to this, let it be called a party-dub^ a cabballing^ 
intriguifigj fpiritual faSHon^ but let it not be called 
the church of Chrift, which is as oppofite to it, 
•s light is to darknefs, 

la 
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In the following pages, your lordfliip expatiates 
on the excellency of the liturgy and government 
of our church. But are there no btemijhes in 
either ? would it not have been generous to hare 
pointed thefe to your clergy, my lord ? would 
it not have difcovered greater impartiality to con* 
fefsthat the church is fallible; to reje£l the ob^ 
jAiTi^ unintelligible notions of bungling crccd-mz^ 
kcrs ; and iallow the bible exclufive of all prif/ily 
appendages and fupplemental decorations^ to be a 
perfeft rule of our faith and manners? indeed, 
your lordfhip has hinted that xhtfuperior authority 
of God, is rather to be obeyed than that of men. 
That is, I prefume, if it happens to coincide with 
the authority of the church. But, my lord, fuch 
hints in point of prudence^ ought to be cautioufly 
given. In the language of our church, they are 
of dangerous confequence ; and have led men to 
apoftatife into the truth. 

I muft not pafs by what your lord£bip afTerts % 
** that the rights of confcience do by no meant 
** interfere either with the eftablifhment of an ec- 
^ clefiaftical conflitution in general or with tbo 
•* prefent eftablifliraent oif the church of £»^/«jirf 
•* in particular.** I will not charge your Urdjhip 
with abfurdity and contradi£Hon. Myfliry Is % 
more polite and fafhionablc term. Permit mo 

* Ciurge X. p. 27* 
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|hcn to obferve, that it is a mj/iery with a Vifigh 
cnce^ how to reconcile this with what you advan* 
ced elfewhere, t ^hat ^' in fad the afTumed Supre- 
** macyof Chriftian powers was an ufurpationoa 
*< mens natural rights." Holy, infallible and 
omnipotent mother ! by virtue of thy authority, 
ehe reformed religion is damned, as an ufurpation 
of natural rights ; and by virtue of the famei to 
ferve a difFercnt turn, no eftahllihments whatfo^ 
ever clafh with the dghts of confcience, whether 
it be the eftablifliment of the alcoran, of an in* 
quifitioni of the church of England^ of Seotland 
or Geneva ! '* If men are perfwaded that what is 
** efteblijhedi^ unlawful, they mM^ pat ientlyfuffer!* 
By parity of reafon, if men of importance utter 
inconfiftencies, others muft patiently fubmit to 
hear them. But, my Lord, as you are a fkillful 

cafuift, 1 would be refolved in this j yob had 

patience enough to bear theperfecutions of the Di» 
vili and as Tome have thought, tuorfi of zll Devils, 
the devil of a wife. — But as I cannot embrace that 
notion I would be informed, would his patience 
have maintained ground againft the perfecutions of 
nonfenfe ? Is not his expoftulatory addrefs to his 
friends juftly applicable to all the patrons of pub* 
Uc cenfcience^ of a cruel oppreffive fpirit ? WH 
ye fpeak wickedly for God? WiU y&u talk deceit* 
fully for him ? If men muft patiently fuffer un- 
der eilablifliments which they are perfuaded to be 

unlawful^ 
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\)nlawful, how will your lordfhip, upon this foot* 
iog, vindicate the conduft of our firft reformers 
from popery, who inftead of patiently fuffering^ 
thought it their duty to hazard their lives and 
Fortunes for the efFedual accompli£bment of a 
tefomiation ? I have been puzzling myfelf with 
Arifivtliy ScotkSj and JqUinaSy in hopes of ham* 
tnering out fome DiIlin3ion that might, in this 
cafe, have ferved for an e^ajimi but all without 
fucceis^ and therefore muft leave it to your lord- 
fliip* 

It is agreed^ that when thofe who difi'ent from \x$^ 
are legally indulged a liberty of confcience*, 
** they ought to ihank God for it ;" and I add, not 
fhe CUr^. But what difturbance can it give the 
public, for men to propofe their fentiments with 
freedom and honefty, and tO attack craft, knsL- 
Very, and fuperftition ? 

It gives me a fenfible pleafure, to find it allowed, 
** thai f fecular authcrityy 2XiA advantagetfus f lads' 
** arc not things ejfential to Religion." But I 
fuppofe, my Lord, you mean no more Chan that 
they are nottffentiaitoit on hth fides of the que* 
ilion. As we have a right to differ from all man- 
Ituad, but none have a right to differ from us ; to 
^ arc not church-wealth and powtfr, things effential 
to religion amongft us, though they bear no man- 
ner 

VoLi L P 
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ner of connection with it in other communities and 
churches ?— The reader will obferve, what your 
lord(hip has sJl'ertcd *, that the fate of tithes 
and Chriftianity arc immediately connecSled ! that 
isy to render your lord(hip confiflent, though tiihti 
are noujfintial to chrtftianity, yet chriftiaoity muft 
/tfi/ without them, h chrijUanity without titbit 
would no more relilh with the facrtd prieftbi^d^ 
than difinMn without party hi^ty and uncbaritMi 
language J low and unmannerly inve^ive. But fup- 
pofing it fad, that worldly greatnefs is not eflen- 
tial to religion ; Bi/hops^ my lord, muft be 
brought down on a level with other men, and with- 
out any danger to the church, ebrifiianity may 
be refcued from the fcandalaus abujk of one of its 
moft folemn infiitutions.— But it is obferved, 
that '^ the rights of kings and the legiflature, 
** are a juft ballance to the fuppofed rights of 
*^ confc-ience of private fubjeds ;'' a notable de. 
fence of all the craft, vilhmies, and inquidtorial 
vengeance of Remijh priefts and prelates ! 

The rights of confcience, as to private Aibjeds, 
ZXt fuppofed rights^ th2Ltis pretended right s^ without 
any foundation to fupport the claim, or in other 
words, none hzvez right to think, who do not* 
think, I will not fay according to the dircdlion o^ 
the legiflature ; but according to the diredlion Of 
my lords the bifhops. But it is further alledged, 
<< that when rightly explained, the rights of the 

" legiflature 
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^^ le^flature and private fubjeds, do not interfere 
^^ with one another." If fo, when one was fixed 
on ^' as a juft ballance to the other/' of confe* 
quence you have not rightly explained them. But 
1 defift, led it fhoold be judged /can. magn. to 
difpute the unerringnefs of your lordfliip's ]udg« 
ment. 

It is urged, <' that in the * circumftances of di* 
vine wor(bip» and all indifferent matters, the du* 
tbwrity of tki legiflatwre ought furely to prevail 
ovcrprivati opinions". Whztif privaU opinions arc 
agreeable to reafon and Jivine rtvilation^ ought 
authority to prevail over trtab^ and tyranny over 
confciinci ? By circumftances of worfhip and 

indifferent matters, it is prefumed you underftand, 
things not ejfential to our future happinefs. I muft 
once more call upon you, my lord, to vindicate, 
upon this footing, the juft ice and equitablenefs 
of our reformation from popery. No men of 
candour will aftert an impoffibility of falvation in 
the Ronujh church and communion. How then, 
according to your rcafoning, can you account for 
renouncing the catholic faith ? but with whom 
ought authority to prevail over private opinions F 
not with boneft men, and give me leave to add, I 
hope without offence, not with your krdjhip. 
With perfons of integrity and judgment, no au^ 

P 2 thority 
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th9ritj will have any weighty but that tf rtajsfh 
Authority hat been urged with equal zeal on very 
diiFerent occafionsi Authority for Arianlfniy ai 
&rong authority againft it. And muft our priftd" 

fles change a« 'authority changes fides i then we no 
longer wor/hip God, but the timesi — We have 
the authority of fathers agaiaft fathen^ couruib 
agatnft councib^ and bijhops againll hijhops* Au^ 
ihority has often confecratod error ^ nurfidifparzRCM^ 
and fuffrtjfei truth* Authority has vaojSt ty* 
rants, auihority has made Jkti)€Sy authority has 
made hypocritts, authffriiy has made creeds^ chur^ 
ihis, and Gods; but mere authority hasfeidom 
propagated virtue j or true religon. Is The legiflature 
infallible, that we fhoulc^ make it onr ftandardi 
and fubmit jour judgments to its diredion ? nO) 
that is the fole prerogative^ not of unhallowed 
laicS) but of the church and bifliops ! why then 
muft. we recognize public and eJiahliJheA opini« 
ons \ it cannot be always out of deference to 
truth. I prefume then, my lord^ it muft be for 
the fame reafon, as a late eminent divine was indu- 
ced to ferve God towards the eaft : he that will 
be a ri^ng man, let him worflbip the ri^g /un% 
The defign of civil laws is not to fettle orthodoxy, 
but to punifli immoralities, that bear an ill afpeA 
on the welfare of a nation. Neither virtue not 
knowledge are the offspring of conftraint and 
powen Were it fo^ my lord^ tyhurn officers 

" would 
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would be as great benefa£):ors to mankind, as the 
etmfecraiori of Chriftians and churches. But it is 
to be feared, that though crouds altered both in the 
execution of their rcfpediive offices ; yet neither 
the dignity of char aSf en ^ nor thtfokmnity of their 
fundtion, would transfufe knowledge or virtue in- 
to the minds of fpe<Sators, 

Your lordfliip apprehends ♦, that " the force 
*' of rdigionis weiikened by independent fchemes 
*• and endlefs diyifions.'* That is, the liberty of 
private judgment, whicb#ill udfavoidably produce, 
what ymi call, indepcndenuufchenies and endtefa 
divi/ions, weakens the forc^/w region. What 
an odium doth this cafl on the reformation f upon 
that glorious and memorable ara ofBriitJh liherty^ 
itit rovolutton ? and upon the illuftrious protefiant 
family on the throne I all which have c6niirmed 
our right of judging for ourfelves, of being led by 
reafoUy and notby^r/^x; and therefore, accord- 
ing to your hrdfhip^ have been accefTary toward 
weakening the force of reUgion ? and what fol« 
lows. If men are not allowed to think for them* 
felves in matters of faith and religion, tyranny 
and ignorance will be reprefented at the parents of 
virtue, and an ufurphg priefibood become thtovif 
proper objed of fuch a devotion I my lord, you 
may write ten tboufand charges againft popery, 

P 3 declaim 
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claim againft its errors and corruptions, and parti* 
cularly againft '* rival hiJhopSy that cfcapcwith im- 
punity, and yet be far from doing any real fervice 
to the proteftant caufe, whilft thefe notions are fo 
warmly advanced, and I Azxti2ky fincerely ioo^ that 
firike at the very fundamentals of the reformation \ 
But» in poini of pruditice^ to ufe your lordfliip's 
own words, whatever your fentiments may be, 
you ought, as the times go, to have fupprefled 
this. 

It is not likely, that the wife author of nature, 
ever intended that men fhould think alike in all 
fpeculatiye matters, otherwife he mighty have put 
all truth on a &v// whh the meaneji undcrfland- 
ings ; or given all mankind equal capacities for 
judging. Indeed, uniformity in religious princi- 
ples is not only not to be expeEted \ but fiot to be 
wijhedfor^ under the prefent circumftances of our 
nature. Variety of opinions animate men with 
refolution in making free and vigorous re-fearches 
into things ; they improve knowledge, and cherijh 
inftru£lion. Befides, as in government one par- 
ty is a check upon another, and a warm oppofition 
to the meafures of thofe who are of the greatcft 
weight and influence in the fenate, necejffitates them 
to mzintzin 2 prudent jealoufy over thcmfelves, left 
they countenance any tranfaflions that mzy jafliff 

the 
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the oppofition tl^at is forming againil them ; and 
awaken the refehtments of a free people. Were 
it not for fuch happy ftruggles, no nation woulcl 
6c fafe from bcingJivalJoived up by ikcarbitranne/s^ 
avarice^ or ambition of men of corrupt difpofi- 
tion. So is it the fame as to our religious difpuies 
and contefts. Were it not owing to thefe, would 
not creeds and eftohlijhments foon triumph over 
fenfe^ honejly^ and confcience? the only religion 
infajhion^ would be on the one fide, to confecrate 
tyranny, and on the other to worjhip bondage. 
W \itxt free 'thinking has been banifhed from a coun - 
try, and ejiahlift)edjlandards of orthodoxy fettled 
in its room, mimicry has always pafled for virtue, 
and ridiculous errantry for divine grace. Nay,, 
often it has been counted equally enthufiajiic^ to de- 
cry y2?;'^j of godlinefs^ znd forms of prayer , and 
puppet 'Jhew devotions have atoned for the want of 
rational worjhip and obedience. But it feems, ac* 
cording to your lordfhip, to explode prieftcraft and 
fuperjiition^ is to weaken the force of religion^ 
li differences m fentiments and opinions are fo in^ 
jurious to Chriftianity, is it not a high refledtion 
upon the fupreme being, that he has treated man* 
)cind with different intelleduals, features, capa- 
cities and endowments ? is it not a high reflexion 
on (he wifdom and goodnefsof the deity, that we 
have an agreeable variety of cattle in our flocks^ 
^ herbs in our fields, and flowers in our gar- 
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<Scns I my lord, if your obfervation holds good, 
thefe muft be fo mzny fiUctfms in nature. As for 
my own part, I think toa kindly of my maker, to 
countens^nce fuch extravagant imaginations. But 
it is neither my province nor incUnatitn to make 
ereeds for your lordlhip, 

I (haTI not enter upon the enquiry, whether the 
epifcopal part of our confiitution (I prefume you 
mean diocefan epifcopacy, my lord) be ^-^ as an- 
^' cient as Chriftianity itfcif in this ifland :" I hate 
jbmetimea met with perfonswho valued themfelvet 
upon the chara<9er of orthodox cburcbmeuy as 0' 
ihadox perhaps, as your hrdjh'tf^ that (lave aiTertr 
cd our book of common prayer to be of much grea^. 
cr antiquity than the bible ; and I make no que^ 
ilion, but they paid it a greater reverence and ef<; 
ttcm» But, my lord, as it cannot give any digni- 
ty to the chara3er of the devils that he was a 
murderer from the beginnings (o any pleas of anti- 
quity, admitting them to be faii, can notj;«/?^ er- 
ror, tyranny, and ufurpation. — rl therefore paf^ 
by your remarks on the conftitution of the p|-i- 
naitive church, which you have afferted without the 
cxpcnce of any proof, fince probably they may b^ 
as firmly believed when urged by your lordfliip, 
confidering your ** dijfingvijhing chara&er^^* with-* 
out any proc^ at all. 
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^ Th« Thioiflfian code h referred to, as an aui>* 
thority xo (hew that •♦ the ancient Chriftians be* 
** ^icved that a pubHc contempt of ihe Chriftiait 
** religion was puiiifh^ble by human laws.*' 
Did Chrift and his apofUes believe fo, my lord I 
did they teach fuch doSrine^; to' their foUowera 
^ni dffeiples, or pradife accordingly them&lves ? 
why did not the author of our holy faith exert 
his miraculous power, command the fword, fa-* 
mine, or peflilence, to rage over the univerfey. 
anddeftroy aU thefe who would not fubmhto his 
authority, or difputed his miilton ? why did he 
not depopulate the earth for the honour of the 
God of- heaven? why did he not punifb thofe 
Jew'ijh high' churchmen that blafpbemed his reli^ 
gion, by attributing the miracles he wrought ta 
the power of devils I why did he not counteoiaace 
his difciples, when they would have calJed-down 
fire from heaven to confume the heretical Sama^K 
ritam ? Nay, why, my lord, did he not tttSt ftar- 
chambers and high-commiflioft courts, eflabltib 
laws for pecuniary fines and imprifonments^ af*/ 
femble fynods and convocationa^ eaccooainuiitcate 
and confign over all thoTe ta the mercy of ecclefi-*' 
aftics and the devil^ who bad honefty enough to* 
examine into things ; and refblution enough to» 
publifli the refult of their enquiri€S»«*'«i^But I will) 
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prcft this no farther, It is enongh» that he was 

not advifed by your lordfliip. ^I know it has 

been urged, that projeflors feldom accomplifli theii 
views, but pofterity reaps the fwcct fruits of dieii 
labours. But, my lord, you will not approve of 
any rcflcflions fo injurious to the cbarader of die 
wfi znd temvolint author of the Chrifiian religion. 

The next remark I ihaU offer, relates to what 

you obferve ♦, that nonconformifts f « profefs a 

**y^n«ofthe Chriftian religion." I agree, diat 

in p$int cfpruiinct weought to reverence modciate 

conformity to the humours of the church and wo« 

men. But is there nothing but zfirm of religion 

amongft tbofe who think otherwile, my lord I 

do honefty and virtue degenerate into nunfirm^ 

unlefs they are confecrated by efiablifhments ? 

are love to. the Deity, and benevolence to cue 

«llow- creatures of no value unlefs they have the 

fiamp of church orthodo:(y upon them? will yoii 

fugged; that there are. no friends to piety and to. 

mankind among diiTenters ? in point of prudenct 

conceal fuch fentiments, my lord ! 

The biihop of LondorCs codex is recommended to 
your clergy t, " to whom the church.of ^lagi^ji/i 
•* is extremely obliged, as on other important occa- 
^^ fionsjfoparticularly for that eminentferviccdone. 
^y by him in bis moft elaborate work, the code 

" of 
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•« of the£»f/(/iiccclcfiaflicallawi together withhis 
** very judicious introdudlory difcourfe conccrn- 
** ing theprefent flate of the power, difciplinc,^ 
** and laws of the church of England j— a 
** work which muft be ever confideted as a ftan- 
** dard by all competent judges." How far I 
might chime with you m your notions, were I as 
welt paid for defending them as your lordfliip, I 
cannot tell : But I muff exprefs ray own fentiments 
frankly, perhaps you will urge I have no intereft in 
view, and therefore— can be no competent judg€ 
of the matter^ This celebrated (landard has been 
juftly'deemed an infult upon the laws of the n a** 
tion, and if it efcapes the notice of the legijlaturey 
it muft bCjbecaufe it is too contemptible to defcrvcit. 
I expeit this remark wiir procure many ecclefiafH- 
cal anathema's y but afllire yourfelf, my lord, I 
lay no greater ftrefs upon a popeh curtfe^ than I da 
upon a hijhofs hlejfmg^ But allowing this Jpirituql 
attorney^ all the merit afcribed to him by your 
lordflitp,— yet is not the Chriftiah church in ge- 
neral obliged to him, as well as the church ofEng^ 
land ? or has he done no further fervice to Chri- 
ftianity, than in conftituting church^Iaws, and re-- 
prefentingchurch-power as independent and bound- 
left. — My lord, I have a greater veneration hv 
our church, than to confider fuch exorbitant 
claims as calculated, to give it any real dignity^ 
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however they may aggrandize its authority. But 
IS there is « fcarce honefty enough in the nation, 
*' according to your lordihip, to favc it from 
** downright ruin,** no wonder there (hould be t 
fet of men that are zealous in betraying virtue^ 
as well as • virtue's friends, and all undw 
the fpecious pretence of adiiig for the good $ftbe 

It is allowed, the ecclefiaftical conftitution has 
*« fomc Icfler dcficieflcics, and if the prefcnt age 
•* were fuitable to fo great a work as that of a 
« review, carried on by menof temper and caiw 
** dour, without prejudices and refentment, it 
'* might be brought to the higheft perfedion on 
•* the prefcnt foundation, that the nature of the 
** thing is capab Je of $•** I muft beg feavc to ex- 
poftulate here with your lordfliip. Is not our na- 
tional cftablifliment derived from the pn'mitke- 
€burcby p. 31, and yet fubjea to UJir deficiencies f 
if fo, why are we required to pay fuch an abfoluto- 
reverence to its diflates and authority t or is 
that now become a human conftitution, which in 
p. 19, was divine and heavenly? but perhaps it wilt 
be urged, that it is both perfe^fy human^ and per-- 
ftaly divincy like the chimerical exifience fet forth 
w a fpurious celebrated cr^edj. though like that too^ 

it 
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it is-*4icither made nor begotten in the rcafon of 
things^ but proceeditig from foolifh inventions- 
Why is not the prefent age fuitable to fo great a 
work as that of a review ? have we no men o£ 
candour and temper amongfl us ! may I be al- 
lowed to afk, without any imputation of flattery^, 
what muft the world conclude of your lordjhif f 
what account can be given of the venerahh bencby 
and the whole body of the priefthood? all hypo- 
crites and bigots.— No, mylord^ we have pe/- 
fons of the greateft worth and learning that adorn 
our church, and do honour to the nation y men^ 
that are not afraid of efpoufing the principles of 
Uberty^ nox a/hamed oiht\nghoneft» But, perhaps 
you will urge that thefe are the very men that bring, 
the church into danger^ 

But however mean an opinion your lordfhipt 
oiay form of eccledaftics, muft the laity be brand* 
ed with the fame marks of ignominy and fcandal f 
Ihall a Briitjh houfe of commons be arraigned as con- 
fiituted of perfons of no honour or integrity, — » 

tyrants,, flaves, or villains ? But I a(k pardon, 

it is the church's ^Jiingutjhing chara£itr^ to be not 
only exempt from, but above all lay-power, and 
j.urifdi£tion. I appeal to yourfelf as to this, and 
humbly propofe whether being refufed the liberty 
to confirm in a certain regal peculiar^ in the county 
of Salop, did not give great y I will not fay y«/? of- 
fence to your lordfiiip i but I wave this, to make 

way 
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way for a fubjed more agreeable to your lorJ- 
ft\ip*s tafte, — iht parochial' rigbts of ^tithes and 
glebe- lands. It is obfervable, as remarked before9 
that bow contemptible foever the rigbts efconjciena 
and the Chriftian church are treated, parochial 
rights engage your lordftiip^s particular regard. 
Infidels fcoff, and cry if the clergy can but fecurc 
their tithes^ truth may fliift for herfclf. However, 
let tithes and glebes be inviolably preferved : I 
would not apply to them, what your lordihip doth 
to * Chrifiianity^ that they are an ufurpation on the 
rights of mankind. But, my lord, it is an efta" 
blifbed opinion^ and I know you highly reverence 
notions that are iftahlijhed^ that you might have re* 
commended to your clergy^ many more ufeful and 
inftrudive leflbns. But the cafe flands thus, the 
\Qkoi2ititbe'pig^ ox zvi eafter-offering^ will make 
the church totter^ and Jhake its mighty foundations. 
Any one who takes a view of the numberlefs vex- 
ations and fcandalous profecutions that have from 
time to time been carried on about fmall tithes, 
will agree with me, that to recommend the ftudy 
of the gofpcl of peace, would have been much 
rnorefeafonable, though perhapsnotfo acceptable,a 
fubje£): as the ftudy of parochial rights and power. 
Who knows not that it is fafer to truft an orphan 
to the guardianship of a hungry mifer, a man's 
carcafe within the paws of a hungry lion, than to 

trufl 
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truft a weak fcrupulous confcience about tithes, ta 
the mercy of a legion of hungry ravening ccclefi^ 
aftics ? 

But having left the church in fuH pofleflion of 
her legal rights, we are next to enquire after her 
patrimony. There are, it feems, ♦ " many im* 
^ propriations in your lordfhip's diocefe, and the 
-^^ church's patrimony has been alienated.^'* But 
what church's, my lord ? the church of England's 
or of Rome's? aproteflant or a popifh church's ^ 
you wilt not pretend that impropriations were the 
patrimony of our mother-church ? they never 
belonged to her; nor can I account, my lord 
for your afcertainiog a title to them, upon any 
ether footing than this ; — ^That as the church of 
Rome is no more in this land, yourlordfhip lays 
claim to her poileffions by right of inheritance, as 
being next of kin. But, notwithftandingyour'* Jim. 
^ ftinguiftnng AaraSltr^* and tbeVmmVy of un« 
thterrupted fucceffion, the entml is cut off,.ta your 
difappointmeat, my lord. 

Why are not the. like corapkunts ufhered, that 
infallibillity. has-been-difctaimed and reje£led ? your 
ford&ip's pre^nfions may hold equally flrong as 
to both. It is >alm6ft needlefs to remark, that this 
glorious patrimony was the fruit of ecclefiaftical 
knavery and efpreffion^ The priefis enriched 

tbcmfelvea 
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themfelves upon the ^0//^ of honefty and virtuci 
CompouDdecI with ajfafsins^ cut throats^ or robbtrSi 
to pardon all their iins for a rich legacy to the 
church \ and thus the reverend deceivers foon 
found trafficing in falvation to be a gainful trade» 
as the polite Dr. Toung has exprefled it. 

'"'"^DyingJinnerSy to bkt out their fcore^ 
Bequeathed the church the leavings of a whore. 

UniverfalPaifioB* 

The alienatioB of what your lordfliip calif the 
patrimony of the churchy is well koowa to be the 
main ptUar of the reformation.. And would m 
propofetbat all the lands engroffed by the church 
before the time of King Heary VIII. ihould be re* 
ftored to it again } be conjifttnty my lord, though 
we difclaim fopijh fuferftiuons^ {{and up for an 
Englijh infallibility J and courts-of ioquilition^ and 
cftabliih an hierarchy, refembling that of ^Pimia 
all its fccnes of pompous villany and horrors. Let 
the churches patrimony be appropriated to the ori- 
gioal intention. Iiet the clergy enjoy all the 
lands 9Lnd ladies in Great - Britain i and as to£»- 
nefty and confcience^ let them take i;heir fate ! none 
can judge this reprefentation lo be foreign to 
what you have advanced,^ if it te compared with 

what 
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what follows, that it is ahfilufily neceffary, to prc- 
fcrve and defend fmall tithes. How ahfolutly w- 
f^Jfary^ my lord ? doth the happinefs of mankind, 
the growth of virtue and knowledge, depend upon 
an oppreffive exa£tnefs in collecting of tithes ? b9 
iht fubjiftence of vicars dependent upon them, yet, 
my lordycbri/iiamty mayy«^y^ without them. If im- 
propriations 4re the patrimony of the church, then 
of confequence the legiflature concerned infuch 
Ikliepation, were guilty of notorious facrilege and 
bigh-treafon againft the clergy, in robbing them 
of their confecrated dues* — «-But I forbear. ■ ■ » . >i 
It is enough that your lordfhip difapproves of th^ 
dofhinesof the Rcmijh church as unfound znd hf" 
Urodox ; yet it feeras there is a deal of orthodoxy in 
her treafures. Permit me to enquire, my lord, 
what kept the world fo long in awful i^noranco 
^nidarknefsf was it not the patrimony of the 
church ? wjiat has been the parent of bigotry^ and 
nurfed fupirjiition throughout many fucceflive ages I 
what has been ihtfoundaitonoi prieftcraft^ idolatry,^ 
ztii error? what has made light darknejsy and 
good evil? ftiU iWisfolemn things the patrimony of 
the church, my lord^ What has made liberty 
unfaJhionabU^ apd mobs venerable andfacred? — -^. 
Js it not the patrimony of the church, that gav^ 
birth to all this, my lord ? 

But may it plcafe you, to confider, bow forciga 
lhof<? infti:ufliops arc to thofc deliv^ered by Chrift 

?o4 
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and his apoftlcs ? and yet, not with ftanding all 
this, a churchy without patrimony, in youi lord- 
fhip*s cflim-ition, like a fair lady without for- 
tune, lofcsall her charms: and in both cafes f 
like, neither to be wedded for her engs^ng ac- 
compIi(hments, but for the fake oFprofufe wealth 
and dowry. — However, admitting k abfoluiilf 
majfary to prefervc tithes, yet I believe few will 
imagine it ahfolutely neajfary to inculcate this upoa 
the minds of the clergy. Nay, my lord, many think 
it ahJoluUly mcejfary to have laws enafied to 
refirain your liitlitccUfiaflicalpettyfoggers from car- 
rying on litigious and fcandalous profecutions. 
will your lordfhip recommend the conduS of 
an apojiate angil, to the insitation of the (acred 
priefthood, and call upon them to caft men into 
§ prifon ? are augmentation offices^ my lord, the 
great charters of our faith and worfhip ? or are 
thefe the divinities infajhion^ and as fuch worftiip- 
ped by a fet of men, whofe dijlinguijhing charac" 
ter is (for furcly we may believe your lordfliip) on 
all other occafions, to expedl adoration paid to 
thcmfelves f ? 

I (hall make no remarks on what is hinted by 
your lordfliip relating to church -donations. The 
Jegiflaturc has wifely checked the progrcfs of all 
prieftly juggling and impofture from this quar- 
ter, and put an end to the churches being pamper- 
ed with the heritage of opprdHons ! — But amongft 

all 
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att the curious refledlions that both your lord- 
ihip's charges abound with, nothing furprizes me 
fo much, as to fee it aflerted by a divine^ a hijhop 
of our church J, that the times are (oextreamly bad 
that there is fcarce homjly enough left to fave the 
nation from d&wnright ruin. The higheft com- 
pliment I can beflow upoii this occafion, is, that 
you were not in earneji when you delivered this* 
However, let us examine mto the matter. As the 
JpmtualeommtJJioners^ (I will not fay of trade, for 
that would be fmking them into a level with the 
governors of other focieties, amongft whom I hope 
thi principles^ ef honefty are common) but as the 
Jpirituaicommijftoners of heaven cfaim our higheft 
regard, we will begin our remarks there. What 
will your lordQiip reprefcnt the whole body of the 
clergy to be ? what will become of the whole 
tavalrjxA the church, archbifhops, bifliops and 
deans ; prebends, archdeacons, vicars, appa« 
ritors, and curates ? have they done nothing to 
promote the intereft of virtue ? or have they cor- 
rupted the world, palmed fuperftition on man- 
kind for religion, and mimicry for chriftiaa 
worlhip ? are all their pretenfions to piety only 
prieftcraft and hypocrify ? and doth the matter 
in fad ftand thus, that there is little honefty 2i^ 
mono ft them ? is their zeal for the church, their 

filemn 
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foUmnfubfcriptlons to its articles, their lifting them- 
fclves into its fervice, only the oiFspring of felf^ 
intereft? what regard can4Lings pay to their ^^/ii, 
Xht laity io ih^ix preachingy and the world to their 
fun5l'iony if their diftinguijbing character be this, 
that there '\%fcarce any honefty amongft them ? what 
are all the outward appearances of devotion, fail- 
ing, and prayer, by which our church is eniinenfc- 
ly diftingui(hed ? is there nothing in all this, my 
lord, but a trick of the prieft to get nxoney) 
are they only devout out of knavery^ and do thef 
worfhip the Almighty not (ot grace h^t gold? i 
fo, of what mighty importance zx^fulfome fantgf* 
ricsy on the fandlity of national churches ? a cm- 
mijjimid priefthood \.\i?ii doth not reform the world, 
is a dif^race to chriftiaoity, and an infult upon 
common fenfe. Wherever folemn cheats are im* 
pofed upon the public, and virtually confefled to 
be of no fervice to the country, it is a blej^ng to 
have fuch rogueries deteAed, and it is a piece of 
juftice to punifhthe abettors of them, as fo many 
ftroling conjurers and vagrants, A church with- 
out honeftyy like a proftitute without Jhame or 
virtuey may betray innocence and feduce multi« 
tudes into ruin, but can never be ufeful to any 
ftate or nation. However, thefe are the. natural 
andjuft confequences of the principles laid down 
by your lordfhip, that there is fcarce ** honefty 
** enough in the nation to fave it from downright 

*♦ ruin 
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in." It is allowed, ihere will be knaves and 
in all profefHons. Flowever I muft diffet 

you, my lord, and maintain that we have 
^ excellent and learned divines belonging to 
:hurch, whofe chara£lers and accomplifho 
:s are as illuftrious as their ftations. I could 
a catalogue, but I know it would offend yout 
hip's modefty to be ihferted amongft them, 

therefore fliall decline tlie tafk. -In the 

place, in what vieWs muft the EngUJh laijy 
•ainted ? I muft repeat the queftion. Mult 
majority of a Britijh htufe of commons beilig* 
zed as men of no honefty ? are the guardi* 
of. our liberties^ the gentry of the nation, 
nles to truth and virtiSe ? are there not 
ifands and ten thoufands in this kingdom, in 
tv fpheres oflifcj who behave very, worthily 
leir ftations \ yes, my lord, we have ploW- 
I, that m their capacity are as ferviceable to 

r country, as biftiops \ J am apprized^ 

lord, it is thtfajhion to deem all thofe infidels 
) cannot fee thcreafonablenefs of high church- 
I's opinions \ yet I am fo weak as to believe the 
es are not fo bad as your lordfliip reprefents 
li. I cannot pretend to form a judgment what 
rafter that part of mankind deferves, wTiich 
r lordfhip is moft converfant with 5 but ihall 

miaintain this, that there is more honefty in 

riafion now, than in former ages, when iccU* 

fiaftic$ 
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fiaftics were our ruUrs^ and when tyranny was £• 
cenfed from the throne. However, I am bnT 
chat a perfon of your lordfhip^s charader and 
reputation has the misfortune, according to your 
own account, to be acquainted with few**** but 
fuch as are-^abandoned mifcreaots and villains. 

I muft confefs, my lord, when I have heard 
fome rigid fanatics of different denominatioiit, 
pouring out their fpleen and invedives agaioft 
nature, urging that their iniquities were entailed 
upon them by their fathers ; and noC only that thejr 
were knaves j which perhaps none ever difputed, 
but that they were knows by tbgir nary €xtraQim\ 
it has given me a very mean idea of the abetton tf 
fuch principles and notions* I caimot conceive wkf 
fuch diJhonouraUe and kw fentiments ihould be en- 
tertained of human nature, unlefs it be that the 
authors of them have converfed among the low- 
eft part of their fpecies i or otherwife are perfofis 
of no virtue or chara£ler themfelves. It is natu- 
ral enough to form an opinion of others from tbofe 
difpofitions that are moft prevalent and command- 
ing in ourfelves.*— It cannot be imagined, that this 
latter fhould be the cafe as to your lordfliip. 

But, my lord, as the hard name of infideb 
and heretics have been oft aukwardly applied to 
difcountenance free enquiries into truth, fo many 
will judge, that it is no more than an autful bug* 
bear, to fuggeft that there is fcarce any faenefiy 

in 
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in the nation. Your lordfhip will not prefume to 
deny tbat we have wife governors and rulers: the 
laity no longer hug their chains: they dare 
think for themfelves, without foUiciting leave of 
the clergy. But perhaps it might be your IoikI- 
fhip's opinion that it is owing to want ofhonefty^ 
that laymen ever think at all. It is their duty 
not to puzzle themfelves with reafon, but to obey 
t^eir fpiritual guides, and implicitly fubmit to their 
dire£lionsi 

The danger of the church calls afrefh for our 
regard*, ** the tithe-4)ill, and what is conne£led 
•* with it, the fate of the Chriftian religion/* 
fhould awaken our fears, and alarm all our paf- 
ik>ns. — It is well known that tacking bills have 
been as falbionable as icandalousin the ftate^ and' 
now it feems fomething of the fame nature muft be 
introduced into religion. The tiihi biUzni the 
fate dfChriJlianity conne^edl wherein doth Chri" 
nianity confift? is it not in reverence to the deity, 
in focial virtue and goodnefs:? and cannot thefe 
fubfift without ////;^^, nay, ^xrScLOMt any pritfthood z\ 
all ? in primitive times there were no ftipends an- 
nexed to preaching, and yet Chriftianity triumph* 
ed over bigh-churcb priefts and heathenifm^ and 
made a victorious progrefs. fiut has it gained 
ground proportionable to the increafe of church - 

wealth 
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vrealth and power ? the very reverfe, my lordi 

When Chriftian priefls became pampered with 

pride aAd luxury, and grew infolent in tyranny^ 

reh'gion ftarved, s^d piety loft ground in proporti* 

on. It is obfervable, as the immortal Mtltvn has 

exprefled it 5 « that fo long as the churchy in tnic 

'^ imitation of Chrift, can be content to ride upon 

•* an afs, carrying herfelf and her Government 

along in a mean and Ample guife» fhe may bci 

as he is, a lion of the tribe ofjudah^ and in her 

«• humility, all men with loud Hofann^hs will 

«* confers her greatncfs j but when, defpifing the 

" mighty operation of the fpirit by the weak 

** things of this world, (be thinks to make ber- 

** felf bigger and more confiderable, by ufingtbe 

•« way of civil force and jurifdidtion, as (he fit! 

•« upon this lion {he changes into an afs, and 

** inftead of Hofannahs, every man pelts her with 

** ftones and dirt*" And indeed, to be plain, 

my lord, though men of confecratcd charaftef 

have the privilege to fay what they pleafe, yet 

ihould laymen ever reprefent the church as indtpin- 

dentofaUfecular authority^ they would be deemed 

accompUJhed affis^ were it not— —that they are in 

danger of lojing their ears / 

*' ♦The important out-'Woris of our tCQltixailticA 
•* eftablifhmcnt, the corporation and iefi^ails^^ 

next 
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^next open to our view. I never fully difcovered 

'ihe reafbn before, why our church is always in 

danger. In danger it will be always, my lord^ 

unlefs fixed upon a mdrefolid bafis and foundation* 

It is an undutiful reflection from a fon of the 

church, that has been nurfed with tendernefs in 

lierbofbffl, and fharedinherchoiceft bleffings, to 

fugged that (be cannot maintain her'ground without 

invading the rights of mankind. Is the authority 

of the church to be fupported not by dint of reafon^ 

1)ut by oppreffive tyrannical power? Mahometifm 

and Popery will of courfe rival her in all her 

glories. .My lord , it is beneath the chara£ter of a 

wife mafter builder to infinuate, that church'^ 

arcbiteSfUn is never fafe without fucb potiticalfcaf^ 

,filds and buttreffes to ereft and fupport it. Will 

your lordOiip confefs no divinity but power, and 

pay homage to no God but that of riches ? why 

fo much buille then about ihtjacrednefs of church* 

rights ? your lord(hip has cleared up the matter. 

Sampfw's riddUy when applied to this, carries 

along with it no my firry ^x. all. Out of the iatir 

comes forth miaX^ and out of the ftfong comcHi 

{otihjweftmfs. 

But, my lord, are thefe important out^woris of 
the efiablifhment, of any importance in recom- 
mending virtue and Chriftian fmcerity ? how pre- ■* 
pofterous would fuch a declaration as this appear ! 
«--[ folemnly commemorate the fuifertngs of nif 
Vol. I. Q. rcdccmcrf 
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red«€mer, with a view not to improve my mo- 
rals, but to be qualifiid for a poft — in the church 
or army. No wonder, my lord, if infidels 
ridicule Chriftianity, when church men them- 
I'elves thus avowedly blafpheme one of its moft fo- 
lemn inftitutlons; It is fbocking to fee fuch fla- 
grant and fcandalous wickci^nefs encouraged* put 
I havefo great a veneration fur the orthodox fons 
of the church, ihat I would not put fuch an af- 
front upon their honefty, as to imagine that they 
are fincere, when they reprefent the receiving the 
cucbarifl, as a duty of great folemnity and im- 
portance« Did they hellevt this, they would at 
lead rival the piety of — your lordfhip can tcU 
whom, and tremhU at fuch an infamous proftitu* 
tion of it, to ferve ambitious and worldly views» 
The corporation and te{l-a£ls are the Important 9ut^ 
works of the eftablijhment in the fame fenie as racks, 
inquifitionsy the doctrines of infallibility, penan* 
cesy pilgrimages, and abfolutions, are the impoT'* 
tant out-works of another communion^ They are 
calculated to efiablifh craft, to give fan£tion to fu- . 
perdition, and raife up a kingdom of tyranni- 
caLpriefts upon the ruins of Chriffs church and 
Kingdom. 

I leave your lerdfhip to give a full loofe to 
your pathetic vifionary fears, in the fucceding 
pages, concerning the diftrefs and danger of the 
cburcb. Lord pity the ^nifcrable acatiue that 

has 
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has Iain under fuch bitter anguifli and affliAion. 
Reflore health, ignorance, and infallibility amongfl; 
all her fons. Prbpogate tyranny, eftabliih con- 
fttfioh in the land. Let liberty fickeni; let virtoie 
die, and the church will for ever live and reign in 
peace. Let your lordfliip fay amen to this, and 
let all good churchmen blefs you, and thofe of 
your lordfhips principles, as the Saviour of their 
church and nation* 

As • Pamila'% addrcfs to an heathen deity, 
was canonized by the adoption of the royal mar'' 
tyr ; fo I make no quefiion, if this prayer (hould 
be adopted by ywr lordjhip^ but that it would be 
counted orthodox, not only by MyourfrUndst 
but likewife by all the profejfed enemies to his pre- 
fcnt majefty's government and adminiftration. 
To Ihew with what propriety it may be'ufed by 
you, I (hall tranfcribe at length a few pafTages tha( 
contain a lively image of your lordihip's zeal for. 
the church f* 

'< At fo critical a juncture, when common Chri* 
<< ftianity is treated with an avowed contempt 
^^ and open prophanenefs ; when an undifguifed 
*• immorality prevails fo very generally ; whea 
*« there 1$ fcarcc honefty enough left to fave the 

Qi, 2 ' « nation 

• A prayer ufed by an imaginary Lady, in Sir P. S, ArcadU 
and ufed by King C. as hie own^ in the famous Eikw Bajmkt% 
t Charge i. p. 41. 
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•• nation from Jownright ruin j when, with "A* 
** gard to the eflablKhed church in particular^ 
** the royal fupremacy, is profeiTedly expofcd as 
** inconfiftent with the rights of confcience^ eveii 
•• that fupremacy, which was the ^ound-woik 
^* of the reformation among us from popery> 
•* which was acknowledged and fworn to by the 
^' old futitam themfelves, though now inconfift- 
** ently enough difowned and condemned in the 
** new hiflory and vindication of them and their 
•• principles ; and that too, after a toleration bad 
«* been allowed to the prefent diifenters, which 
•• was not to ^^putitam ; when fo deftrw^iye an 
<• attempt has J)een made on the legal maintcn- 
*• aiicc of thfc clergy, as the late tithe-bill, ami 
•* confequently on the fubfiftence of the piieft- 
^« hood, and what is connefled >vitb it, I mean^ 
«« the fate of the Chriftiam religion amongft usj 
«« when an attack has been fo lately made on the 
** important out-works of our ecclefiaftical efta- 
«< bliflimcnt, the corporation and teft-adls, 
«* with the greatcft infolence toward the efta- 
*< bliflied church, and moft tindutiful menaces of 
«« the civil government, in the controVerfial pam- 
<* phlets on that fubjed \ when, under the folemn 
<« pretence of reforming the abufes of the ecclcfi- 
<^ aftical courts, all epifcopal authority has fo 
** h*^lvbeen well-nigh undermined, or rather cut 

^ots, in that fcheme of rcforma- 

** tion, 
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^ tion, as it was originally fprmed: and if that 
•^ order had been rendered ufelefs, as no doubt 
** it would have been, though when ftripped of a)l 
*^ authority, it is natural to infer, that the reve- 
** nues of it would have been foon thought ufeleft 
<* too, to men deprived of all real authority 1 
^' and that therefore, the order itfelf, in refult 
" of things, might have been confidered asfuper- 
♦* fluous, and perhaps in due time, thought fit 
** to bfe abollfhed as infignificant : when, again^ 
*' churches themfelves, the great inflruments of 
** prcferving fome fenie of religion among' us, 
^' have lately been put in fuch a method of repairs, 
^' as probably would have ended in the irretrievable 
^y ruin of the greater part of them in no long 
*^ period of time : when, likewifc, the corrcAion 
^ of abufes of matrimonial licences is weU 
^ known to have been laboured in fo abfurd a 
** manner, . as to have permitted the marriage of 
^ minors of each fex, without the confent of their 
^^ parents or guardians ;' though the late pretended 
** reformation of eccleiiaflical jurtfdidion, was 
<* originally founded on an irregular noarriaget 
** and an abfurd licence: when, once more, 
*^ to compleat fo bad a profpeiS, the prbpofed re~ 
** formation of epifcopal jurifdidtion,' liats 'derived 
^ its origin from fome perfon^ that bWe profelTed 
no fmall zeal for the church of England^ but 
<« who h^vt not difdained to copy after the avowed 

QL3 ♦' adrerfarics 
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adverfarics of the church, in the beginning of 
the times of confufion: when the melancholly 
circumftances, I fay, have fo lately concurrod, 
(the confequences of which, are not perhaps, fo 
gencralJy underftood by the parochial clergy, 
** in parts remote from the great fcene of bufinrfs, 
" as they ought to be) it is natural to infer from 
^^ the whole, that our zeal for the eftabliihed 
church, ought to bearajuft proportion to the 
danger of its prefent fituation ; as likewife, 
its conflitution, in confequence of the moft 
diligent enquiries into the grounds and founda- 
tion of it. If thefe are not proper occafiofts for 
^* zeal for our ecdeiiaftical conftKutlon, it is not 
'^ eafy to af&gn circumftance^ that may juftly de« 
*« mand it." 

Surely, my lord, Caln^s f»r/^ has been entailed 
upon the church in thefe latter ages. — Every one 

that finds me wiWJIay me. 1 will not pretend 

to fay, that it is for the fame reafon, becaufe it de« 
lights in bloodfhed and lordly lawlefs jurifdi£Uont 
where it has no right to exert any authority at alh 
But, my lord, it may be neither unin(lru<Elive nor 
unentertainirg, to take a view how this, tcclefiafii^ 
cal Jhuttk' cocky the danger of the church, has been 
played about on different and repeated occafions. 
The danger of the church was warmly urged to 
bring the glorious revolution into difgrace ; the 
dangerof the church was pleaded againfttbe a<^ 

of 
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of toleration, for weak and fcrupulous confcien* 

CCS. The danger of the church was likewife 

the foundadonof thefchifm-bill ; the dangcrof the 
church betrayed the brave Catalans^ and patched 
up the fciandalous peace of Utrecht. — The danger 
of the church was at the head of the Prejlon re- 
bellion ; and the danger of this tottering unweildy 
fabric has nurfcd all the rude infolcncies offered 
to his prefent majefty*s government, whom may 
God long preferve. About the thirtieth oijanu- 
ary the church is yearly in more imminent dan- 
ger, as has been obferved by Sir Richard Steele^ in 
his incomparable Utter to the Pope^. A treatife I 
would recommend to the frequent and diligent per- 
ufal' of your lordfhip. But one would think, 
from, the continuance of that annherjury^ tbae 
God almighty pays but fmall regards to the cries 
and prayers of the church, and that the priefts, 
whatever intereft they may have on earth, have 
but little in heaven ; inafmuch that they have been 
praying near a hundred yeara, for the forgive* 
nefs of one fm, and yet by God, as well as iQen^^ 
unforgivcn ftill ; for folcmn /^r/y r^ajf /, and^^rl^ 
prayersy are yet annually obferved on the occafion* 
In the year 1705, the complaintt of the dan- 
ger of the church fpread abroad to diftnA the 
kingdom with unreafonable and groundlcisdiftrufta 
and jealoufies, incurred a fevcre cenliire fiom Che 

0^4 i^iilature 
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legillature of the nation, and '< it was refolvcd, 

*^ by the lords fpiritual and temporal, and com* 

*' mons in parliament ailembled, that the church 

** of Englandy as by law eftablifhcd, which was 

** refcued from the extremeft danger, by King 

^' ff^lliamt\it\\i\xAy of glorious memoiy, is now, 

*• by God's blefling, under tfcc happy reign of her 

«* prefent tnajefty, in a moft fafe and flcurifbing 

** condition ; and that whofoev.er goes about to 

*' fugged the church is in dapger under her. 

*^ majefty's adminifiration, is an eneoiy to the 

** queen, the churchy and the kingdom.*' ^. 

You dare not fuggeft, my lord, but that our t)re- 
fent gracious fovereign, is as cordial and ficcere a. 

friend to the church as the late Queen AntUy 
Should your lordfhip's. outcries therefore, of the 
church's danger, be deemed worthy of parliamen- 
tary notice, muft you not expert in parliamentary 
language, to be marked out as an enemy to his 
majefly, the church, and the kingdom ? would 
you not be attainted with propagating fa£lion, and 
promoting unreafonable and groundlefs difirulhand 
jealoufies among the king's liege fubjedls ? is this 
the commiiBon, my lord, that you have been 
entrufted with from heaven ? or this the dijiinguijh^ 
tng charnSier which is your boaftcd claim ? if fo, 
let it be defpifed, let it be unenvicd,but let it never 
be imitated by any true proteftants, or any finccre 

lovers 
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lovers of their country. According to your lord- 
fliipi it is dangerous to attempt any further refor. 
mations in the church, though you acknowledge 
fuch reformations are wanting. You allow there 
are leiler deficiencies in our ecclefiaftical conftitu« 
tion, and yet the remedying of thefe ought liot to 
be attempted. Suchinconriflent,innovafiogfchemes 
can niever do honour to ChriiVianity ; and though 
they may tike with the bcfotted part 9f the na- 
tion, fiich as are enthufiafts for craft and power,, 
yet they will meet with a jufter fate from all men 
of found reafoii and fober underftandings* . 

I find it is aflertcd by your lordfhip,'" that the 
** frofeffedfriendioi the church,' are cntring into a 
*• confpiracy againft it'*. I cannot appropriate the 
honour of this remark, folely to your lord— 
fliip, — I have oft heard as much from a tumuL. 
tuous rabble at country cleSions *. *« Some 
«* perfons that have profeffed no fmall zeal for the 
<• church of England, have notdifdained to copy af- 
•* ter the avowed adver/aries of the church, in the 
" beginning of the times ofconfufion**. Who were 
thofc avowed adver/aries^^ my lord? Hampden 
and other illuftrious patriotSi whofe names wi ll 
engage a grateful reverence, when little pam- 
phleteers, that deal about common-place rage 
atid inveSif c, willbc cither defpifcd or (brgottcn, 

Q.S It 
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It is faid by your lordfbip, ** foreign proteftants 
*< are not to be molefted, but our diilcntiag pro- 
^* teftants* at home^ demand a very difierent 
<< condufi/' That is, according to your, lordihip, 
as we differ from them in our notions concerning 
the importance of ceremonies, and the piety (^ 
impofitions, fb neither ought we to be united 
with themia aa amicable intercourfey and chari- 
table fentiments as to other matten. Let our. 
charity towards them extend no further than'. 
we are dire£ied by felf-intereft and advantage. 
Let them be painted as (o many monfters in na- 
ture.. Kefrefent them in the fame views as in- 
fidels do. hig|i-churchmen» a pad ef itnavti 
and entbuftajls. ** But, f in point of prudenciy 
fays your lordfliip, let us not give any jufi fuf« 
picions of our difguft to the legal toleration of 
ihem." In point of prudence^ is this the higheft 
pitch of your lordftiip's charity and religion ? 
are your Iprdfhip's regards for ChrifUanity afieep ? 
or are the divine rights of tithes and epifcopacy, 
the only ejfentials of your lordfhip's faith ? in 
point of prudence J we arc not to appear open advo* 
cjitcs for perfccution. — 7he times will not bear this. 

The church izjick and in danger,. for we.have 

a. proteftant prince on the throne, who will not be 
jockeyed hy ectlefiajlics out of the affcdions aod, 

libcrticss 

• Charge 1..P..46. f Ibid^ 






Ar Cordial far Low Spirits. 347 

liberties of his fubjeils. — Inpchi of prudence^ we 
muft fit cafy under thefe melancholy circumfiances^ 
and not attempt to crulh thofc whom the le^ijlature 
brieves to be onx fellow creatures. But, my lord> 
it requires no great degree of faintlhip to prophe- 
{yj what would be their //?/^, were it left to youf 
lordfliip's charitable declfton. Were it prudential^ 
you would readily concur in the good work oicur'^ 
fmg and dragooning thefe heretics into their right 
minds- Were it prudential^, the aft dc Haretico 
comburendo ihould be publicldy defended, and 
Smiibfield flames (hould BcverJIeep or die. I would 
gladly be informed, whether prudentials con(Utute 
the whole of your lordfliip's religion ? whether 
our loyalty^ like our charity^ is to be carried on in' 
point efprudince^ my lord ? whether it be not in 
point of prudence J only, that you (wcslt allegiance to 
the king, and acknowledge the r^jr^/- yi/^rz/n^ry* 
—I would likewife fubmit it to your lordfliip's 
judicious determination, whether points ^ virtue^ 
of hone/ly^ oi confcience^ ought to pay homage to 
punts of prudence^ or not ? but perhaps your iord- 
(bip may tiot think it z point $fprudencey to give a 
determinate anfwer to this. In point of prudence^ 
^^ we are not to give any juft fufpicions, that we 
^* envy or grudge them that indulgence allowed 
** them, of worfliipping God after their own man- 
<< ner^ and of enjoying without difturbance, the 
*^' dictates of their own coQfciences." I find, my 

Q. 6 Igrd,. 
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lord^ our diflenting proteftints are juft as much 
indebted to your lordfhip, as good Cbriftians are 
to him whofe diftinguijhing cbarafftr is, that he 
fecks whom he may devour. They are in no dan- 
ger from him, becaufe — he is not in a capacity to 
hurt or deftroy them. In point tfprudinci^ we arc 
not to bang or burnthtm for faying their prayers,. 
AoM^ouraJJiduitym coWei^ngcburcb titbes^ttiovM 
allow us no time to pray ourfelves. But if they de* 
cry eftablifliments, were it in our power, ven* 
geance and blood fhould purfue them ! let the 
fivord be girt on, and^/<7/i& it in their gore and 
bowels 1 thefe are the natural confequences of 
your lordihip's zeal • . 

But, itfeems, they are fofond of power, or pofts 
of authority, as to labour at bresdcing down the 
fences of the eftabliflied church, and thereby 
place themfelves on a level with the national efta- 
blifliment, on occafion of merely fecular matters 
that arc confeffedly foreign to our religious prc- 
tenfions *. How can Chriftianity fuffer if thofe. 
jfiences were broken down, that your lordfhip ac- 
knowledges to be of no importance to religion ? 
but, it feems, lufts after power and pofts of autho*. 
xity, though foreign to religious pntenjionsj yet zrt 
fo far from htin^ foreign^ that they arc iffintial to, 
the chara£ler of a good cburfbm^n.. 
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Though wtAV fanatics mzy difcover an avowed 
contempt of fecular matters^ when they {land in 
competition with their duty, yet I.am fiill willing 
to believe, that you will not admit fecular matters 
to be foreign to y9ur lord/hip* s religious pntenjiont. 
The reader will agree with me, when he vtAzdaon 
what you have aflerted on iithi- bills and they^/#- 
tf Cbriftianityy being immediately and nece/Tarily. 
conne&d. According to this, the property of the 
Almighty ought to be transferred tohis viceginnisi 
the earthy and lYitfullnefs tbertofi (hould be no lon« 
ger the /w'rf's, but the clergy's. 

How far the government ** has-exerted itfelfia. 
^^ quaihing the tithi bill zni corporation and tefi* 
f< o^x," is none of my bufinefs to confider. If in 
h£t.ii be fo> I prefume, my lord, they do not think 
themfelves much obliged to you for the difcovery ;. 
fnd perhaps they would not, in point ofprudince^ 
truft your loidihip with z^fscret^ as foon as a: 
tranflatim.' 

^^ Our zeal- for the conftitution of the national 
f( church, ought to be accompanied with charity 
<* toward thofe who unhappily diflent from it :'^ 
jf^y in point of prudence J my lord, lihall not en» 
ter into the reafon that obliged your lordfiiip to. 
take noUceof the ipnovaticm complained of in your 
dtoccfe» with: reference to the burial of the bap# 

tisud 



350 A Cordial fir Low Spirits^ 

tized children of proteflant diflentcis^. Nor 
(hall I,' at this time, take upon me to enquire^ 
whether baptifm was iht^ded as a ftanding dif** 
penfation in the Chriilian church, or was to be of 
temporary duration. This is obvious to all, that 
the commiffion given the apofiles to baptize, ex- 
tended no further than to themfelves. IwiU he with 
y$u id the end of the world. Will any one pre- 
tend that God Almighty has always been with the 
priefthood, or that he has danced attendance upon 
a eorrupt tyrannical clergy ? this is certain, my 
lord, that haptijin has oft been reprefented more 
like a charm, than a rational ufefiil inftitution. 
Some time ago, an orthodox divine in your lord* 
Jhif^ diocefe tooj adminiftring private baptifm to 
an infiant, the water was brought in. a wooden 
bowl. The ceremony being concluded, the re* 
verend enthufmjl took occafion to addrefs the pa- 
rent in the following manner : fir, you are to un« 
derflanvi, this bowl has been confecraiedhy virtue 
of my prieflly authority and function. It would be 
facrilege to defile it for any vulgar ufe and fervice^ 
and therefore, by way of prevention^ I take the /r« 
heriy to burn it. Accordingly he difpofed of the 
wooden idol and warmed himfelf by the fire his 
si/j/ had kindled. 1 prefume, my lord, bad it 
been a filver bowl, he would have aifled with aflill 

greater 
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greater holy caution, and to preferve it from pol- 
lution, would have t^ken the liberty to have ap^ 
fropriated It tp himfilfj as a facred treafur^ apper- 
taining to the church. — ^I mention this, in bomun 
of your lordihip, to fliew that the zeal you re« 
commend for the churchy has not been loft upoa 
your clergy. 

. Having confidered many fpecimens of your 
lordjQiip's zeal, we are now arrived at d^/inftance. 
of your charity. It is granted by you, that bap« 
tized diilenters are— Chriftians* But what are. 
we tounderftandby their being Chriftians at large?, 
are they poflelled of more generous catholic prin« 
ctples, or a more benevolent chara£ler than thofe 
who belong to our church and communion ? os. 
doth your lordfliip mean,, that they are thedrofs* 
of nature, and the refufe of the world* I promife 
to fee this explained by your lordfhip, in. a key ta 
your charge, whenever the world is £&voured with . 

a. fecond edition of it. You have entred into 

fome particulars, to contribute to iet fcrupulous 
clergymen right. But this is to be effected in a. 
more compendious way, than by dint of reafon- 
iog and pcrfuafion ; zfcerfj z ringy zni z funeral, 
feftnon^ is an approved and infallible remedy, my 
lord, to remove the fcniples of all cmfcientious 
vicarsy curaUSy or hijh^psy coaceroing the lawful- 
n^fs^of buiying proteftant diilenters in confecrated: 

clay,, 
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clay. I flatter myfelf, that this prcfcription will not 
hilof pur hrJfifip's favourable recoimnendation. 
I have the pleafure to agree with you, my lord 
that all encomiums of our ecclefiaftical conftitu- 
tion, arc vain and infignificant things, unlcfs wr 
fhcw the great advantage of it in the influence it 
has on our lives and converfations. It doth not 
neceflfarily follow, that the fons of the church are 
A«Vx of heaven, becaufe they /»/J/r// a great part 
dfthe wealth and powir of the nation. Zeal for a 
hierarchy, is not always attended with common 
honefty, much lefs^ is it an infallible token of di^p 
vine grace. Nor doth it follow, that becaufe our 
liames are iBroUed in the regifter, that therefore, 
they are writ in the book of life. Your lord- 
ftip well knows that confecrated bricks, clay, and 
timber have been the idol^divinities of modern 
times. Epifcopal benedidions have made ftocks 
and ftones as wife and holy, as thofe who beflow* 
ed the bleflTing upon them. A religious reverenu 
has been paid to beings that have neither eyes to 
fee, ears to hear, nor hearts to conceive ; and 
not only they who worjhipj but they who canonized, 
theniy have been like unto them, and fo is every one 
that trujleth in them. But, my lord, I would 
gladly be informed, whether the beauty of holincfs 
can confift in things that have neither beauty nor 
holinefs in them. As it is the people that confti-i- 
tutes the churchy fo it is a good people that makes a 
goQd churchy a peopU orthgdox in tbfir UviS^ thai 

makes 



A Cordial fir Low Spiriti. 353 

mzktszn orthodox church; though a low fottilh pro-*. ' 

fligate deportment, is ^n effential charaSfiriJiic oi- 
zn infaUiiJe church; zndwh'iia the glorious pillars 
of it are fober enough \o Jiand upon their own. 
limbs, their church will be in danger iAfalUng. 
Where fuch a fpirit prevails, Chriflianity muft 
languifh under its malignant and baneful influencev 
Wc may as foon expe6l the dsvil to turn mora" 
Ir/i% ox 2, mfer to be charitable and honejl^ as. hope 
that a priefihood fliould reform the world, that are 
themfelves profijfed enemies to the principles of A- 
btrty and rtfirmation^ The inoft elevated preten<- 
ilons to fandlity, unlefa adorned by a fuitable con* 
du£l, ]ilc;e the charms of a common proflitute, lofe 
all their beauty and force. 

Rather, therefore, my lord, than confecratt ty- 
ranny with an air of devotion ; rather than adopt 
unchrijiian ufurpations into our excellent church | 
rathei^ than metamorphofeAhe clergy into harpies> 
exert your zeaj in recommending moral virtue, be* 
nevolence and charity, to their choice and eftcem. 
Let the language of the pulpit be peace and truths 
Set an example before your brethren, fir ft, to - 
preach, and next of al|, to preach not the mfelves, 
but — Chrift Jefus. Convince them, my lord, 
that it will give a greater dignity to their charac- 
ter, to be miniftcrs of righteoufnefs, than to be^ 
tjie pimps of a fadlion, the lacqueys of infallibi- 
lity, and the promoters of ftrife and wrath. But 
Jpur lordlhip is np friend tp inKsvations in the 

church, 
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church, anil therefore pofQbly may xty^ all 
this. 

Many have been deemed enemies to the church, 
for no other reafon, in th^ opinion of fallible men, 
than their attachment to uncorrupt Chriftianity ; 
and infidels have thought, that more have incurred 
the cenfurc of iccUJiaJiical damnation for their ho- 
nefty, than for their want of grace. It is foJJibU^ 
nay, it is common to be a good churchman, without 
ever attending the fervices of the church at all ; and 
yet an apojlate from the church, has been counted 
a more dreadful hydra, than an apojiaie firom 
grace and goodnefs. I am led to thefe reflec- 
tions, by what your lordlhip obferves, that your 
adverfaries, that is, as you have explained 
yourfelf, thofe who difTent from us; are gone off 
from that outward appearance of fan£tity, and ftvc- 
rity of morals, with which thofe of their party firft 
fet out, and varnifljed over the the caufe oiput itanifm<i 
and the fubfequent reparation. If this remark 
fliews any thing, befidcs weaknefs and malice, it 
muft be this, — that an outward appearance of fanc- 
tiiy, a mere varnljh of piety, is all that your lord- 
fliip thinks neceflary to recommend to your clergy. 
But, my lord, doth it not betray the moft ac- 
complifhed partiality, that feverity of morals 
fhould, on all former occafions, be reprefented by 
men of your lord (hip's principles, as fanaticifm 
and enthufiafm, and that the refinements of that 

party 
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party fliould now be arraigned, as proceeding from 
want of zeal. 

I muft not forget to take notice of your lord- 
fhip's charitable difpofitton, in treating all thofe as 
your adverfaries^ who entertain any notions diffe- 
rent from thofe which arc cftabliflied, Inftead of 
faying we are brethren, why fliould we fall oat by 
the way ? It is thought proper to kindle men's paf- 
fions againft them, and make them eajier factijicei 
to the z^^/and devotion of a mob. But, my lord, 
why are they counted adverfaries ? do they hate 

bifhops ? No, they wifli we bad many more 

that — would be wife, faithful and honeft. Do 

they declare againft Chriftianity ? No, they 

confefs the bible to be the only infallible ruleand 
flandard f do they decry a minrflry in the church ^ 
—No, they oppofe only thofe who would lord it 
over God's heritage^ and claim dominion"^ over 
iheir faith.. Do their clergy fwear allegiance to 
the king, and as under God, the fupreme ruler of 
the church ; and yet place themfelves eu a level 
with the civil confiitution Itfelf; nay, hdependhtt o{ 
all fecular authority ? — No, they have appeared 
hearty friends to the proteftan^ geverRmeiit and 
fucccilion, withoufi equivocation, and without 
referve ; and, which is more, without any profpeA 
of raifing themfelves to any epifcopal dignities of 
tK)nours ! can thefe be your reafons, why they 

are 
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are treated as your adverfaries^ my lord ? I lave 
your lordfliip to determine this. 

I pafs by your complaints of the ill morals and 
infidelity of the age, as having been already coa- 
fidercd, and proceed toconfider the charadersyou^ 

attribiite to the clergy ♦. They arc Chrift's 

ambafladors. — It is with pleaAirc I exprcfs the 
high veneration I owe to worthy and learned cler- 
gymen, fuch as appear to be per/bns of candor, 
knowledge and integrity ; and fuch there be, who. 
aie an ornament to human nature. But in gene- 
ral, arenotthcfe who profefs themfelves minifiers 
of the Chriilian difpenfation, fubje<Sl to like pif- 
Cons with others,as covetous, as tyrannical, as im- 
moral, and as ignorant as others?- are thefe Chrift's 
ambafladors ? as for my part, \ entertain a hi^ 
cr no:lon of the author of the Cbriftian religion,! 
thin to believe that he would intruft either fools or 
kn.ivc> with a folemn embafly and commiffion,not 
to mention that thofc whom your lordfliip repre- 
fcn:5 as the amhaffinhrs ofChriJi^ and confequcntly 
if .V:v and /v.?*.Y, have frequently been the prG: 
•'-.'.V'^ ef iu/ardy and the heralds of wrath and 
rf>:**A.V;Vff. Are they watchmen? — Let them 
watch over t:h/s as well as tithes ! and let them 
pjav not for wealth, which is a bleffinp; they en- 
»ov in common with the reft of mankind, but for 

truih. 
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futh and grace I arc they Jhipberds f — Let them 
fiJ ss well zs/beer their flocks, and let them not 
urn a houfe of prayers into a den of thieves, and 
;ull men of their fortunes and underftancjings to- 
gether ! have they fpiritual powers that are In ' 
heir own nature dijiift^ from j znd independent of zll 

:ivil authority ? ^Lct them produce their ere- 

ilcntials ! who would have imagined Hicks^ jitter^ 
Sury^ Sacbeverelf and Wooljion^ to have been the 
:ommtifioners of heaven ? but perhaps the lafl: 
forfeited his commijjiony by writing againft your 
lordfliip ; by declaring, that he loved and honour- 
ed the whole royal family, and that he prayed 
for them without pay^ which, if we may believe an 
fif/Uif/, is more than any bifhop in the kingdom 
doth. 

It feems, they are likcwife the "^fuccejorsefthe 
apojtks I — fome have thought them to be an ille- 
gitimate brood, that have no traces of their pre- 
tended fathers features ; and though I cannot fay 
they work for their livelihood, yet like many more 
of their faternity, they are obliged to the parifli for 
a mjiintenance ; or otherwife obtain penfums for 
keeping out of it, and redding any where but-— 
where their duty calls them. 

However, I muft not omit tranfcribing a few 
paragraphs which have been already referred to» 

that 

• Charge t. p. S4*55« 
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that may give further light into this matter. 
" • Agreeabit to the fpiiitual commiffion, wc 
** have received from our great mafter bimftlfj by 
the fucceffion of his appointed church officers, 
in To many ages^ and by vindicating on all pro* 
*' per occafions^ thofe fpiritual powers that have 
<^ been fo derived, as in their own rnXMi^ dtftin£t 
<' from^ and independent of all fecular authority. 
<' Thefe we find are maligned by perfons that 
** either have no juj} fenfe of any religion, or that 
** have no pretence to thofe powers by fuccejjionj 
<< nor indeed by any thing but an ilUfounded^ and 
^* frequently an enthufiaftical C2M ; and therefore 
'^ no wonder they are fo exafperated againft us, 
** when we refufe to give up our diftinguifhing cba* 
*^ raSler^ znA fink ourfelves into a i^v//with them. 
** Tht fceptlcal writers on this fubje£l, pretend 
<^ that we have derived our fpiritual commiffion, 
*' through the impure canal^ as they call it, of the 
^' church of Romej and therefore betray a ftrong 
^^ difpofition to invalidate our orders/' I would 
gladly be informed, my lord, what thefe rights 

of fucceffion are founded upon 1 doubt it wiU 

appear to be according to firebrand Tartuffe\ ac- 
count of the matter, the inftrument of their power 
being thrown by Phaeton** I have 



• Ibid 
•* Into tb< fea, the water hasfo damag'd it, 
'Xbatnone but friejii could ever read it/ir.ce^ 
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I have knowa a cohler^ may it pleafe your lord* 
fliip, that could not earn bread by his trade, yet 
has been dubbed a prieft in our church efiablifhed ; 
•and to do him juflice, he cobUd divinity as 
wretchedly as M Jhoes. Was this yur nverend 
brother^ my lord, within the line of fucceffion f 
if not, I fufpe£); there will be many more upon an 
equal footing. But allowing there^/r/Vf^tf/rA?/^* 
anis their pretenfionf, yet what do they fucceed the 
apoilles In ? it may be faid, — in their unacquain^ 
/tf;7f# with human learning; but it is hoped none will 
pretend that they fucceed them in the gifts of the 
fpirit. They fucceed likewife, in what the apO' 

JlUs never hady fome hundreds or thoufands a 

y-ear. They fucceed the apoilles too in thofe very 

things which they honeftly rejefted lordly pride 

and prelaticaljurifdidion. When PW and 5<?rzw- 
bas were reprefented as Gods, that came down in 
the likenefs of men, they exprefled a generous in- 
dignation at the midaken homage that was paid 
them. But their fuuejforsy it feems, affume the 
image of GodsyZti^ refufetogive up this diftinguifiing 
ehara^fer^ fo as to fink themfelves into a level with 
men. They mufl be fceptical with a witnefs, my 
lord, who dare prefume to call the church of 
Ronuy that holy infallible mother^ an impure canal, 
throughwhichyouderiveyourcommiflionPachurch 
impure,thatabounds with^wr^ unfophifiicated wines 
and gold ! ih^k fceptical writers are a tribe of crazy 

inthuftafts. 
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enthufiafts. It is an impure canaly as they call it, 
hut yiur lordfhtp knows better things. 

Thus, my lord, as far as comported with my 
defign, have I examined the moft remarkable par- 
ticulars in your two charges to the clergy. My 
view has been to do honour to Cbriftianity, and 
as far as hconjiftent therewith^ to jour lorJftfip* 
What has been advanced, proceeds from the moft 
facred regard to liberty, to virtue, and to man- 
kinds If, my lord, you fhould think it necefla^ 
to have fome animadverfions upon what is written, 
the author begs leave to inform you, that he will 
be always ready to hear what is offered by men of 
diftinguijhlng charaSier ; but (hall think himfelf a- 
bove taking notice of any hired mifcellanifts^ that 
r^/tfiV ftupidity and fcandal. Wifhing your lord- 
fhip a happy andfpeedy tranJJation in this veorJd, I 
do not mean to the next : I have only to add, that 
if convinced of any miOakes in what I have ad- 
vanced, believe me, my Lord, I fhall publicly 
rctraft, and as publicly fubfcribe myfelf, the very 
reverfe of ecclefiaftical fubfcribers, finccrely, and 
without pay. 

Your Lordship's 

Moft dutiful fon and fervant, 
in the bonds of uninterrupted 
fucceffion and infallibility, 

A Revolutional Tory. 
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L E T T E R 

FROM THE 

JESUITS 

T O 

i^ather De La Pillonniere.. 



Reverend Father ^ 
Pax Chriftj, 

E received your letter of the 
and much applaud you for your 
holy zeal, cotigratulating you on 
the fuccefs you tell us you have 
liad, if fuch you have had. But, reverend fa- 
ther, we muft freely tell you, that we cannot but 
doubt, that you flatter your felf too much, 
when you fancy you have opened a way, that 
Will bring back whole nations into the bofoni 
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of eur church. The new method you ha^rc 
taken is fo totally difFerenc from all thofe by 
which we have formerly had fucceft in beretU 
cal countrits and chiefly in England^ that we ex- 
ceediflgly fear, you run the rifque of all our 
hopes and labours at once, by this ftrange, and 
really (we muft be free with you) to us unac* 
countable conduct. You cannot be, we know 
you are not, fo weak as -to expe£l, the re-efla- 
blifliment of the infallible authority of holy churcb^ 
by overthrowing the authority of men in the 
affairs ofYeligion ; for that would be to fct up our 
authority^ hj tdking^w^iy all authority. You muft 
be fenfible how ridiculous this defign is at firft 
fight. If you are not, for the ileffid virgin^ fake, 
relinquifh your miffion, and comeback to us; 
for you can do us no fervice where you are, in the 
way you are in. 

But we perfwade our felves of better thingi 
from your abilities, if you will but give your 
felf the time to reflet. You know that our 
infalUhility is a very troublefome doHrins to us ; 
and that we are put to very hard (hifts to defend 
it : you know we only take // up, in order to fup- 
port with the better grace^ the authority and /#• 
wiT we claim over mens confciences, which 
cannot (land without it. YoU fee therefore, that 
if you take away authority^ you pull that down» 
for which only we build up infallibility j and with- 
out 
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out which irt/aliii?iIity,v;oM be but a dead weight 
upon our hands. 

You tell us, thatycii only run down autlTorki 
unaccompanied by hfaUthlliiy ; and by that means 
expofe the clergy of the church of England alone, 
who claim the one without the ether \ and fo 
encline the people^ when once you have made 
them heartily defpife their own clergy^ to embrace 
us. But you arc widely miflaken j for you only 
.expofe thofe of the clergy there, and thofe claims oi 
thfirsy which are of unfpeakable fervice to us, and 
which therefore you ought by all means to have 
encouraged and efpoufed. It is true, they are 
contemptible \ and, when things are ripe enough, 
we fhall find it eafy to make them appear fo to 
their ov^n people : yet to be ovcr-hafty in that mat- 
ter, is to ftop the growthi'and encreafe of thofe 
-things, which, if fufFered to go on, and nourlfhed^ 
will in the end turn to their confufion, and 
our profit. And befides, they are not yet become 
numerous enough, to make it pradicable for us 
to ruin the credit of the whole clergy by their 
means ; which we mud neceiTarily do, before we 
can fucceed iivour defigns there. We therefore 
fliould ftudy to obviate the ill eftedl, that ifome 
late banters upon indifputable authority have had on 
the people of England. We fliould fludy to take 
oiF the pretended ridiculoufnefs of claiming, though 
not to be infalliUe, yet t& hi always in the right ; 

R 3 and 
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ard of affirming that tkofe who^ may err, yetntvtr 
as ; and not fioiply aud weakly give into it, as 
you have done. Thefe things do us incredible 
mifchief, and if they go on, will utterly ruin all 
€>ur hrpcs : and our letters from England inform 
us, that this dangerous way of thinking grows 
there every day more in vogue : if wc canriot flop 
it, wcare undone, pad all retrieving. 

It is with uiifpeakablc grief, that we obfervc 
through all your Ictiery fuch 7iotions and projeRi 
as encourage thofe freedoms y which muft nccef- 
larily finifli the ruin of our caufe j and even foxnc- 
timcs almuft makes us fear that you will in the 
end fall off from the faith yourfelf. You take a 
courfc wholly contrary to that of all our former 
and prcfent miffionariesy (perhaps unknown to 
you ;) which has not been fo unfucctfful 2& you 
farcy. For is it not fitccefs enough to" have been 
:il)Ie to work into the hrcafts of pccpJcy the very 
fame dccirines which are abhorred in us, and 
were the ground o{ feparation from us, only in 
(oloun a little, and very little, different ? they, 
as well as you, thought it too mean a view, to 
make on\yfmg!e converts. They as well as you, 
proje£ted the recovery of whole nations- at once. 
But they have done, and ftiJl do it, (though you 
may be ignorant of it,) in a manner, that will at 
laft effefl it : you endeavour the fame thing in a 
manner, that not only will never effectually do it, 

but 
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but that overturns at once all that thej have fpent 
fo much fweat and labour upon* 

All our other mijjicnarles have joined in witb^. 
and even excited the cry, of the neajfity of a^ 
gneing in one common rule of faith and wor/hip. 
They have urged the authority of the churchy and 
fided With all that urged it : they have conftantly, 
and very wifely^ oppofed the ufe of private judgment 
in matters of religion ; they have reprefentcd it as 
leading to atheifm and infidelity y (which though it 
is no great compliment to religion) yet we take it 
very kindly from them ; becaufe it does us vail 
ftrvice ;) they have never ceafed to urge men to 
renounce their reafon^ to dijhelieve their fenfts^ and^ 
t$payan implicit deference to the dilates of their 
fpirituftl guides. By thefe means, they had not 
only well nigh eftablifhed thefe do<^ines in Eng^ 
Idndy but had thoroughly difunited the protejlants » 
(in the effecting of which our greateft ^rength 
always confifis;) till you came and threw all 
down again with your new an^ whimGcal pro-* 
]%Ek%. The advantage we fhould have reaped 
from the do£lrines is vifible. Were they once: 
agreed of the neceffity of unity and communion • 
why then (we might alkthem) did you break off 
from the unity and communion of holy church at 
the pretended reformation ? why did you interrupt 
the fimVy, and fet up a new and diftind comnrn^- 
nijon.?. if they allow the authority of tho cburck^. 

R^., wc 
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we may well cry out upon them ; why did you 
then refift the authority of our churchy to which 
you were once fubjeSf^ as much as you can be 
now to your iwn ? if you fay, we decreed things 
contrary to the wrd of God i we anfwer, you 
are tjuefgo of our decrees then» and not zfuljeff 
to them ; you reje£i all authority j if you judge of 
it, and obey not authority^ but your own frail 
judgmont j you fct up private judgment^ which juft 
now you owned, led to atheifm and infidelity : be 
confident, renounce your reafon, difbelieve your 
fenfes, pay an implicit deference to your fpiritual 
guides, return to the lofom of your holy mother the 
ehurchf who firetches out her arms to embrace 
you ; return to \\it paps that gave youfuck^ and 
from which you havefo long gone aftray'; and 
have nothing to do with thofe blind guides^ which 
have mtfied you, without forfaking the ^r/»f///f j, 
oh which we would reftore you. You may ima- 
gine how cifFeftual thefe reafoningi would prove 
if we had but a fair opportunity^ and power^ 
to fupport us, which we do not defpair of having 
Ihortly, if we take the right methods to bring it 
about* 

The people of England are indeed knowing and 
inquifitive to a certain degree, but yet may be led 
hlindfold^ if you will but take care to blind them 
by infenfiblc fleps. But your way of blinding thems 
by opening their ejes^ will never do it. Your mif- 

take 
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take- is owing to that lively imagination you arc of- 
ten led away with : you fancy the light of human 
nafiny like that of the fun ^ puts out the eyes 
that flare at it : you imagine that liberty^ like 
meat and drink^ furfeits thofe who take it in gree- 
dily. You are vaftly out ; for the pretended light 
oi human reafon\% ofihat fort, that the more abun- 
dantly it flows in upon ihc mind, the more clearly 
the mind imagines, thai it ftes and difccrns things ; 
the more you devour and drink in of liberty y the 
more flill yourviiious appetite craves of it; the more 
you have taken in of it, the better it rclifhcs, your 
eagernefs aftec it is the keener, and you become 
the more uneafy and impatient without it. 

You may fancy, as long you pleafe, that you 
(hall wean them effeSiiially from a fondnefs for their 
privatt judgment J by indulging^ by feedings by 
driving it to wantonnefi and excefs: but you will 
feel at lafl, that you nourifh up a Monftcr, that 
will grow toe flrong for you to tame; that will 
of it felf^ whenever in the leaft encouraged, never 
fail of running into the greateft wanionnefs and 
ixcifs* Will difpojfejjing people oi prejudice Sy gi\i« 
them thofe that we dcfire to pojfefs them with f 
vf\\\ filling them with fcorn for what is fettled^ mere'- 
fy becaufe it isfottUd^tczch them to fubmit implicitly 
to what is fettled amongfl us ? and if you cannot 
do that, you do us no fervice . Will your expats-- 
rnting on thefrudont offolkwing iU dilates ofone*s 
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9wn nafon^ induce people to give up their rtf/fx 
to ir., and come under ih^flaveryy you know, we 
want to bring on them ? will encouraging allmen in 
gincraly of what denomination /oever, to revolt firm 
their churches ^ as having no authority to impofe termt 
of communion y bring them to a fubnujjion to our 
authority and impofttions ? or will it not rather 
incite thofe, who are already in fubje^ion to us, 
IQ re^)6lt from us? will exhorting every man U 
£hufe a religion for himfelf to reje^ all authority^ 
in matters fpiritualy ^nd to be their own judges^ and 
It heir own guides^ make any of them chufeflsrxs. 
v^hich forbids all choice j claims ahfolute authmty 
in fpiriiuals^ and conftitutcs our holy church the 
only judge J and guide f thcfc imaginations arc fo 
weak, that had we not feen them under your hand, 
v?e could not have believed you capable of them : 
"nay, flijl we are almoft tempted to fufpect that 
fome enemy oi yours has forged this account for 
Tou. If thcfe are your real thoughts, you are, 
-what you fay of others, a knight errant in reHgitrij 
arid not the wife and faithful mijponary we took you. 

for. 

What you fay next of the divifons and yi^- 
div'tftons of protejlanii^ is right in it felf, but is. 
ouite wrong, as you feem to underfland it. The 
only divifon 2imongi\ prctejlants^ that makes way 
for us, is fuch a diviftm as makes them quarrel 
amongft thcmfclves, and deftroy one another^ 

The 



The oflly unity amongft thim, that is any way 
. dangerous to us, is fuch a unity, as unites their 
hearts in mutuat love and forbearance^ Every 
other {on of 'divijlony is bat an appartnt divifim% 
wholly ufelcfs to our bufinefs ; and every other 
fort of U7iity, whatever it may be to thcfn> is of' 
no importance at all to us. And therefore wi^^UL 
you arc allowing, and crying up the right ofpri^ 
vati judgment, of foUowing one's own canfciencd 
and running down pcrfecution on account of con* 
fcience , as you are putting an argument in the 
mouths of our enemies againft us, who do a<9:uaHy 
'deny the one^ znd praflice the other: fo you are 
likewlfe encouraging only fuch a divijion among 
pr§tijiants^ as is of no manner of fervice to our 
caufe^ and at the fame time, eftabli(hing that. 
»m0» amongft them, which alone ruins it. 

Take care therefore, dear father, that in- 
fbadof effecting the fo long deftred, fo often in 
vain attempted, recovery of thefe iflands^ you d« 
not, by the new methods you have taken, work. 
more in vain, than all that have gone before you : 
nay, take care that you do not make uslofe again, 
all the progrefs we have already made towards it^.. 
that you do not unfaften all the holds we yet 
keep, and by which we hope at length to dravr- 
thim back to the unity of our holy church , that 
you do not offend all owrbeji friends ^ as, we per— 
ceivcj you have already offended an^ of them ; . 
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that, in fine, you do not give a helping-hami ti> 
exterminate all the nmnants of our doctrines »- 
mongft them^ and to remove all gmind for us to 
work upon for the future. 

You fay you are not zpnuftam in the bad fenfc, 
but aprotejter againft tboji thaipruuJUd againft us^ 
But, pray father, in what pnnts have you proteftei 
againft them ? has it not been in tbefg^ in which 
you fay they have not enough departed from us \ 
has it not been :n thofe points, that you have in- 
veighed tLgdiXn^ Martin Luther and Cahitiy thofe 
e§ryphees of the pretended reformed religion ? and do 
you think, that the way to bring the people of 
England back to us, is to make them our more 
inveterate enemies^ and (o teach them to abhor 
every thing as it approaches tg^ what we cfpoufc, 
and as it rcfcmblcs the fpirit that reigns amongik 
us ? this is indeed a quite different mthd 
from all that we ever put in pra£fice : and yoa 
are, what your patron, as you call him, fays 
of you, a Jcfuit, in all refpeSfSy as unlUe all 
^her Jefuits, as any proteftants in the world 
can he; but only you do us infinrtely more 
injury, than any of them were ever capable of 
doYng. 

What you have faid in your reflexions on the 
Roman catboUcSi far from cqfiing a mifi before the 

eyei 
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tyii tffVT tidvsrfariis^ has dUperied all tbofi that 
vre bad cqft befin them already^ and opened them 
more than eyer againft us- You have certainly 
ixcitdidthi heunds of bis holirufs^s di/^enfatim^when 
you have contFadi£ied every end of your mrffm^ 
and have made us appear more 9di9uiy and whick 
is woffe, more cotaempiibU than ever» to thofe^. 
to whom you were to have fhewn us in all our 
biautifulleft cobur$. What if you have dropt fome 
J$ftening exprejjiomiov your particular yr/V»^j ^ you 
have reprefented our b^dy^ and our defigns^ aa 
tirribUy and. our inJlruSfion as dgJpicabU y by 
which good chara^eTy you have done, what in yot| 
lies, to rob us of what we prize more than every 
other prhiUgty the education of the youth. Yon 
have leflened no one's averfion to us as a body ^ 
but you have found a way to add to it a contempt 
for our /earning. The aver^oMy you fancy you 
have trans/emd from usy ^oiA fixed on others^ has 
fallen only on tbofey who, whatever you thinks 
we aflfure you^ are our beftfrlendsy and our greed" 
ejiftrength. 

We iiemembcr too well, that Ofur caufe mfcoT'^ 
tied thirty years agOy through the unapimity of the 
heretics ; and therefore to prevent this for the fu- 
ture, you teach them to be unenimousy notwith* 
ftanding their Afferent apprebertfiins^ in points ^ 

doffrine^ 
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dating J and ceremgnits ef w§r/bip $ you teach ^ 
tkem to tolerate one another, and tojoin^gainft'- 
ufy their common enemy* Ercelient advice! 
CKcellent guard for us ! what you tell us of the 
diffinten^ far from being gQ§d mwSj gives us a 
worfe profpe£t than ever. If the prg/fyteriamcdn 
tamely hear Cahin^ and foine of their own Jynoiisy 
turned into contempt, they have left that happy 
fuffmfi they ufed to havC) and wKich gave us fo 
great advantagi-, and they now adhere only to 
iUngSf which we never gain any good by meddling 
with. We cannot exped, whilft they keep this. 
UmpiTj to fee them bite at that iait^ which in- 
deeidl we faw them rejed thirty years ago ; We 
mean, the promifi we ofiered them toyic^wrt only. 
ibe church $f England. Wc plainly fee they defire 
only to have a compleat uln-ation ; and if a certain 
mi pafTes, (which our emijfaries inform us is now 
in agitation^ and which we have ordered them to 
cxpofe, and exclaim againft with all their force,) 
we do not queftion, but they will join powerfully 
in every thing againft us, and redouble the fircg 
of the heretical party in England: and this is the 
bill which you have been promoting, with all your 
deep and refined politics. 

You boaft much of your artifice, in getting into 
the family of a b^ftwp • of the church of England; 

and 
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and you fecin fo weak as to fancy, that, you over- 
reach that fiifhop, and make bim opifaU to bring 
about your /Ji^. Here really we pity you. Dq« 
you imagine yourfelf able to deal >Kcith the guateft^ 
and ahleftj enemy ^ that we. ever had in England! 
vfxYL be, who Iu$ not, like otheri, pruned only 
fome of out fuperjluities^ which we would gladly 
part with, if we could do it with homur ; but has 
cut away our very fiundations^ and removed al- 
moft every rwty by which we hoped to reirive, . 
and fpring up again in that country % will he, do 
yon think, be caught by your little traps for him ? 
No— he will make ufe of you to ruin us entirely ; 
and, whenever be difcovers you to be, what you 
are, will difcard and defpife you : nay, we fear 
if he has not already done it, (which heaven a« 
vert !) will inveigle you into hh party ^ and ma|ce 
you z'^ftncere an enemy to us, as you are now a real ,' 
otfe.. 

Are thefe your triumphs for tbefpoufe ofCbrift ? 
Is this breaking the bows of the ungodly^ to make 
them twice zsftrong as before ? Is this turning the 
ppifon of berefy to its own antidote^ to give fuch a 
double dofe of it, as makes it have a double effeSl ? 
we hope your patron^ as you call him^ will never 
be able to fcreen you from ^^fufpicionqfinjincerity. 
Your fincerity does us more mifcbief than ypur 
infmccrity^ even to u$, could do* We fliould re- 

ioicc; 
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joice at your Difcovery^ (bating the private ills it 
would make you fufFer,) as./V would make your in^ 
juries to us \^h effiifual^ an4 difcredit fuch nu' 
fhods for the future. We hope Dr. Snape will 
fucceed in his Inveflives againft you. And if 
you (hould fuppofe, we had fent him over the 
letter he publifhed, ycu would have no reafon 
to accufe us, as tranfgrciEng either the rules of 
ptlitics^ or bone/lyy after what we have fuffered 
through your heatj (and we muft call it by its 
true name,) folly : we judge the beft of you. 

You have indeed done us mighty fervicei in ob- 
taining, that your enemies (ball be ftigmatifed, as 
tursy and as enemies to a gnferftmint^ that is our 
greateji enemy \ and that under thefe cbaraSers^ 
all our very gooAfriends^ and allies^ fliall pafs as 
odiousy and infamous to the world. 

In order to perfuade us of the efficacy of your 
new method of convertings you tell us of two 
dolfrines of oursy that you have had the pleafure 
to fee prevail in England^ by being taught by 
thofe, whofe political notions were of the current 
Jlamp ; and of another^ that you fancy makes 
way for the recovery of our rights and p&tver. 
We muft tell you, what we thought you knew^ 
that thefe tvjo do^rines you mention, of the 
love ofGodj and of prayer^ firft, are not fuch as 
we teach 5 (though we are glad that they are repre- 
feoted as fuch by that arch-heretic biihop's 

enetnics 
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enemUi^ and rejoice to fuffer this fm all markof 
infamy^ they are pleafed to fet on all that ap- 
proach to us, as long as we have the phafure to 
fee it fixed upon bim :) but if they w«re, it very 
little imports us, who care 'for thofe ioElrinn 
no otherwife, than a3 it concerns our honour to 
maintain, what we have once unluckily efpoufed. 

The other do£frine. which, you fay, makes 
way for the refloring our rights and power^ hap- 
pens to do the very contrary. For, firft, in the 
dijputes amongft them, we know, (for we have 
feen moft of what has been written on thofeyi^i- 
je^s,) that the power of the church to inflift tem^ 
poral punijhments in matters of religion and con- 
fciencey is utterly denied : and then, When the 
dijpute is reduced to affirming thefe powers of 
the civil magijirate^ that is denied too, by th« 
biJhof% fide. And tWreafon given is, (an ad- 
mirable one for us !) ^ecaufe no man being in* 
falUhle^ no one can be proper to be zjudgey or 
a governour over the confciences of others. And 
then the debate turns into a private wrangle^ 
w))ether a dean *, who fometime ago afErmied 
this, aiSirmed it only of the fpiritual power Sy or 
of the temporal powers alfo \ which he denies^ 
and every body elfc affirms. Now, what ad-- 

vantage 

• Dr. Sberlockt then Dean of Chifhefler, lite BUhop of Imi^ 
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vantage are wc to reap from all this ? On the 
contrary, wc fear, the greateft dlfadvantages 
from It. For, firft, our InfalUbiuty is difcardcd 
on all hands ; upon this all power in the chunh 
over confciences is efFedlually g«ven up : and the 
contf/i remains, what power the civil niagifiraU 
has. If he is denied to have any, then all 
p9wer over confcience is gone j which we cannot 
conceive to be a proper method of reftoring it 
to us. Befides, you know, it is the pmver of 
the civil magijiratey that we muft fupport in 
thefe cafes j for the church inflifls none but j^/- 
ritual putiiJhmentSy which, people are . now grown 
(b hardened againft ..the church-power^ as ealily 
to bear. We only declare the heretic, and. 
deliver him to the fecular arm^ whom we re- 
quire to be the executioner of our vengeance. If 
therefore the feaiJar arm is not to . interpofe in 
matters of confciencej He is not any more to 
execute our fentence \ and. all the thunder of our 
cenfures will fall to the ground, harmlefs and 
unregarded* 

All thefe doflrines you boaft of, as great 
viSlories^ do in reality confpire to our ruin : The 
magifirate deprived of the right of punijhing men 
en the account of confcience^ becomes ufelefs to our 
purpofes ; and all our authority is left without any 
forccy or ejfe^ : teaching men to exprcfs their 
I&ve to God, by keeping his commandments only, is 
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teaching them to obfcrvc too nicely what his comm 
mandments are; and will accuftom them infenfibly 
to defpife our 5^ under the notion of the com^ 
fi^ndments of men : recommending,' what they 
call, a calm and rational way of prayings will 
depreciate all that rapturous devotion^ raifed by 
the gUomimfs and auguftnefs of our churchesy 
by the foft found ol o\xx nmfiCy by the pomp and 
lufire of our glittering vefiments^ of our ricbfy 
attired imaga^ and ever burning lamps beforp 
them ; which, tho* we do not require it fo 
flri£tly of our fettled votaries^ yet we find qf 
iJifinite bene/it in gd^mug pj-ofelytes to us. And 
yet thefe things you. neglcft : you cry down 
^s moft ufeful poix^er of the ficular arm \ anji- 
. extol a clofe regard to the commandments of Gody 
and a fpirituql^. aod rational fervice^ whigb can^ 
never poffibly be of any advantage to out caufe. 

Be not concern ed,y^^/i5»^r, that you fliould be left- 
alone in fo great a mij/ion : we have nuffionaries c^*- 
nough befides You ; and many more that we may 
call our mijponaries^ becaufe they ferve our caui^ . 
as effectually^ though not with fo meritorious 2Si inr 
i^ntion^ as they do. But you may be furc, whilft you . 
oppofe thcfe latter^ as hitherto you ha^ve done, we 
fhall t^e care, that none of the former (hall open. 
themfehes to you. We (hall give you further y'e^-.. 
fons, when we have don? with »[\ the particulars 
of your letter :. wc are glad tp hear th^t your fa-^ 
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tjT is exhaufledy Hnce it fell heavieft upon ui ; 

9ur bifl friends : we wi(h it had been much foo 

ipcnt. ' 

but to come to your conclufion, which A 

pleafes us no Icfs than the reft of your ktUr 

you give us a fpecinun of the liberty you bav 

taken, (and indeed a very great one you bavt 

taken with us,) which almoft forces us to look 

upon you, no longer as one of ourfelveSy but at 

the rankeft proteftant that ever the NGrthern he- 

refy corrupted. You inform us of the ufe of 

the exprdBaon protestant poprry, by 

improving which pretty antlibefis^ you think 

you have done us immtnh fervia. But we moft 

tell you, nothing could do us a greater injury. 

That very wordhva embarrafled us more than [ 

any thing \ and the only way that is now left 

for us, is to da whatever we can to hinder tbe 

people from unclerftanding // : but your wifdom 

thought proper to paraphrafe it, and explain it 

more fully. Did not you fee that the end of 

ufmg that exprejjion^ was to make (bme thing more 

ddiousy by fhewing how niuch it approached to 

papery ; to render fomething more ridiculous, by 

ihewing how it mixed Popijh proceedir^Sj with 

frmeftani principles ? And yet you could not be 

at reft» till you had embellifbed upon it» in a 

marginal ncte^ and fairly warned the wrld^ $f 

pur fpirit of domineer ing^ of impofture^ of animo^ 
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JiUf^ of perfecuUMy &c. which, you very pru- 
dently fay the proteftants condemn with juftice ; 
and make it their reproach^ that they imitate us 
in it ; and which, you add, is all that is tnoft o- 
dious^ amongft us : and then, for a finifhing 
ftroke you fubjoin, what is worft of all, that 
this is^ in your opinion^ the only insup- 

PO&TAB^LE THING IN POPERY, which in 

oiurs is, the only thing that can fuf port it. 

Thefe things are far from perfuading us that 
yo5 arc fo Jincerely attached -4o our inter eft <^ as 
you would have us think ; or, if you are oun^ 
ftUl, they convince us, that you are, at leaft 
" whilft you-perfift in this new method, in no ca* 
fadty at all of promoting it, 

But we have oihcr rcafons to fear the worft 
of you : not your own account of your own con^^ 
du£}y which is bad enough ; not your puhli^ 
vindication of yourfelf, which is worfe : but 
the certain informations of our mijjionaries^ whom 
wc ordered to watch you narrowly, upon your 
negleding, for fo long a time as you have been 
gone from us, to give us any account of your 
fr0ceedingSy and upon the reports we heard from 
other hands^ of your odd behaviour^ and your 
TifiTVednefi to thofe^ with whom you Oiould have 
been the moft free in communicating your felf| and 
coyQcerting affairs wiUi them. 

As 
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As for your ncglcS of tranfmttinl accdofttf, 
of what paft, to us, you would excufe yourfctf 
on the want ofafafi conveyance ; which we never 
yet beard any of bur miffienaries complain of j 
and which we are the more Shocked at from i 
maui of your abilities^, 

As to your refervednefsy and your other bda* 
viour, we do not fee what you can find to fay in 
juftification of it ; efpecially when we Itt yoa 
know that we have been well informed, that in 
your letter to my Lord George Howard^ the ob- 
jections againft our church were couched in the 
ftrongeft terms 5 that you had almoft perverted 
that good lord j and, as far as we can jifdgc, real- 
ly defigned to do it. You may guefs whether 
that Englijh gentleman whom you affronted, and 
laughed at in my iorfs houfe^ and at the coffa* 
houfcy took it very well ; or could think you .a 
true friend to our caufe^ when he both heard 
your converfation^ which you imagined he did 
not underftandy and faw your letter full of ex* 
prejjionsy as all your other late works are, fit on- 
ly for the mouth of the vileft heretic. 

Did you only feem to argue againft our 
churchy when you met two of our fathers^ oft 
account of two young gentlewomen^ who were 
become converts to us ; and £b puzzled them oA 
the fubjeft of church authority^ that they pro« 

tcfr, 
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t&j they never \ref6 • (b cbnfoamled in their 
ivcs ? . 

Yoa fcr> that we bdv* nbt b^en- without fpiA 
jpon yoii^ bdwever y6u bate (otight to conceaS 
frouricrlf from ur. Wecduld ttell you many other 
sarticulars of your private co'HduSf^ that are 
iS difpleafing to us, as thefe ; but we fpare you 
now^ • in ht)pe8 of your amendriuHt. 
• You know very welt, that W* never allow any 
3ne, that id already eurs^ io be toft, for the cat^ 
tying on fihemes 6i imaginary conquefts. 

. Whilft fuch is your condu^^ we rejoice at 
every abufe you fuffer. We value at a high 
rate, the fervice which Dr. Stiapej and thofe o- 
thers that follow his example^ have done us ; 
(though, to tell you the truth, we cannot much 
eftcem their ptrfim ;) both, as we hopi it will 
ierve to reclarm you, and convince you of the 
fruitUjkefs of that Way of proceeding ; and as we 
'cannot doubt, but that, if you are at all wavering 
in your attachment to us, it will fully reft ttle you, 
by (hewing you what ufage you are to e^pe£): at 
'^heir handsy if you fliould become wt of them, 
and what thanks you are like to get for fuch a 
fiece of treachery to us. 

. Another pkafure this ufage^ that you have 
metwith, gives us, when wefefledon it, U^ 
that it ^1 effe£hially put a flop to all ccnvet^ 
Smfrgm us, as you call them* They have that 

. notion 
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notion here of the iarbarstia jou have fufieiedf 
that every body feems to ftartle at the thou^ 
of going over to fuch a country* You may be 
fure we inaggtraU every inflance of your trtat- 
jmnt; though indeed it has an appearance of being 
fo cruil^ and inhofpitabk^ that it does not fimd 
in need of much more, than being barely toU: 
an J that we never fail to do, both to our own 
EUvis^ and wherc-ever we go. We make them 
heiieve, that the whole cbwrebof England itea" 
gaged in that bebavhur^ which indeed the die- 
tor J and his fi-ittids are only obliged to anfwer 
for. We tell them, that all the anger againfi 
you, aiifes- for your zeal againft us, and be- 
saufe you difftr too widily from us ; (for every 
one here is not let into the Jecnt of your mtf- 
/ton.) We reprefenc to them, how willingly and 
readily the church of England would re-unite 
with us, if it were not for feme few odd mid 
Jingular Chrifttans that dlfturb every thing. We 
repeat to them pafTages out of Dr. Snape. We 
fhew them, that he perfedtly agrees with us, in 
obliging men to submit to the yet unex- 
amined DECISIONS OF THE CHURCH ; in 

maintaining the right, to terrify and keep 

IN AWE MEN IN THEIR RELIGIOUS CAPACI- 
TY ; which you know, are the darling tenets of 
our church. We make them believe, that all the 

church 
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^rch of England receive thefe things joyfullf^ 
tnd with approbation : that they are oppofed by 
none, but thofe odd and fingular Chriftiam^ who 
are looked upon as the very word of heretics and 
fcbifmatici for their pains ; and are called pref^ 
tjteriam^ and fanatics^ and every thing that is 
moft odious^ on that account. 

Now we own, that is not ftriSIy true ; we 

know thefe defines are contrary to the founda* 

tion of thsLt church of England i which ftandson 

the right of refuting to fubmit to the decijions of 

^ur church f to which they were then fuijeSf ; 

and on the denial of our rights to terrify and 

Aeep ijn awe men in their religious capacity ; which 

if we had not then, it is very impudent in them 

to pretend to now : yet, though we know all this, 

and that many able men in England oppofe thele 

notions for that very reafon, and fee the confc 

quences of them diftindly ; though we know the 

doSirines of their church are diredly in words op- 

pofite to thefe^ however in rules of praSlice they 

may coRtradi^ themfelves : though we know all 

this perfedly, yet we find mfreprefentation of 

this fort is of fuch infinite benefit to our caufe, 

that, in this cafe^ we make ufe of our known 

arts, to diftinguifb or confound, to fpeak 

truth or .fal(hood» and to do good or evil, as 

the intereft of holy church ihall require. (One 

would think, fonu amoogft you had ju|l the fame 

Vol. I. S difienfation^ 
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SJ^nfathriy that we have j for they fccm to 8S 
to take juft the fame liberties.) 

We found fome of our own youth, and many 
Others here, in a very wavering difpofitimij that 
We were afraid would have led them enrols the 
fea, before we were aware of it ; but thefe baf* 
fy accounts from England feem to have entirdy 
altered their dej^s^ and to have tied them to 
m firmer than ever. The raceptum yoo ha?« 
found in Ettglani^ and the Jhries we tdl them 
tSfStitt-cokntryy which tbey with you have been ib 
kind as to igive us admirable appearances to fiipport, 
frighten them from all thoughts oi going over to a 
iburcby that they think is coming over to them; 
^«nd that feems enraged at all that come over to 
what // was at firft, and what, on its erroneous 
frinciplesy it ihould ilill be. 

Yoii muft know, that no one here, but a- 

mong ourfelves, fufpe<£ls in the leaft your cbanit 

iA religion. They look on you, and talk of you, 

-OA the rankejl Huguenot ; we hope without rea* 

Ton. Though really, if you are ftill «ar/, as you 

^rofefs yourfelf to us, you have aSled your part 

moft perfectly ; and the reallcil convert from uSj 

-as your patron loves to call them, could not pof* 

iibly have- given more evident sMrJh of his 

change : demonjirations we may call them ; for 

they almoft deceive us, to whom you proteft 

the contrary % to fuch a d^ree^ that, notwith- 

ftanding 
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fianding our good opinion of you, we can fcarce 
bring ourfelves to believe your words againft 
your aSlimu If your enemies in England abufe 
you, becaufe they queftion the Jincerliy of your 
change, you cannot but laugh at their ftupidi« 
ty, for they can have no ground for fuch a fuf^ 
pieion^ not knowing your hearty as we do : if 
they ufe you fo, becaufe they are angry at 
you for it, which appears moft probable to us ; 
we are all vaftly obliged to them, and conceive 
great hopes of them ; and when it is time to opeii 
yourfelf, you ought to thank them extremely 
for it. 

There is another advantage of which yoit 

have been the accidental occafton^ and which we 

ihould have heartily th^ked you for^ |f JQU 

had not laid us under much greater difadvi^^ 

tages another way \ that is, your writings^ at^d 

,your living with tbat arch-beretic bijhop^ have 

driven his antagmifts to fall, in defence of them* 

felves, into all out moR. beloved d^^rina^ ms.wc 

have (hewn you before; and.by t)iat nxe^iiss 

when they (hail have deftroycd all the JJr^^j pf 

* proteflawtifm^ lay themfelves open to be an eaff 

prey tp us, and render olir conqueji over .themi 

.^^ natural uiApra£iicable. It will be always 

in, our ^ou^r^ when J}ie proper tifpe com^s, to 

A^pofe fZud vilijfy them in tlve eyes sff ..t^cir ^QV^h 

peoplct by iOiewing evidently, that on the ^rin^ 

S z cipkt 
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eipUi they own, x\\t\x fchifm is altbgether left 
ufijuftijiahle \ that they arc fi If- condemn^ y and 
lliat if ihcy do not return into the bofonif'of the 
catbclic churchy it muft be owing to their prU 
vate interefty which makes them contradid their 
OWH concejfions. And if they ever offer to complain 
of us, when we get power into our hands, for 
ierrifytng theniy and keeping them in awiy we (hall 
be able to appeal to their own diclarationsy whe* 
ther thej do not juftify us ; and tell their people, 
that it is plain, they would have aflumed to 
fhcmfelves, what they unjuftly deny to othen. 

Tfaefe things we would have allowed you to 
nuiki merry uitb in private, had you been as cau' 
liausy as you Ibould have been in other points \ 
and we alTure you, we make ourfelves very nur" 
ry here with thefe things : we heartily contemn 
diofe tools that promote, only our intereftSj with- 
out knowing, or intending it ; and we only wifli 
to get them to throw themfelves into our hands, 
fas they certainly will, if you let them alone,) 
that we may thoroughly infult them for their 
foUy and impudence. 

You fee, father ^ we do not hide our ohUga^ 
tioHS to you, where you have done us fervice ; 
but are Aree to own them : fo, the injuries you 
have done us by your condu£f far outweighing 
tbem^ wc muft be as free with you^ on that 
head* 

You 
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' You have a£fed your*fart^ we confefs, very 
naturally : $ut then you have over-aded it, (v^re 
mean, ff you are ftlll Jincere to us,) and have 
fallen in the irror^ that over- artificial people of- 
ten fall into, of flraining cunning fo far, that it 
comes to be/i/^, and has all the effeSfs of it. 

This has been your failing, whilft you expo* 
fed them who were fomcthing like usy for being 
Hie usj you at bottom expofed us, as thofe 
whom it was a (bame to refemble. Whilft you 
turn into ridicule the authority of the church 
in matters of confcience^ and the right of profi'' 
tuting heretics on that account, and the obli* 
gation of the civil powers to exterminate with 
fire and fword, whomfoever we declare to be 
fo ; you alienate the minds of men from what 
we cannot fubfift without. When you tranflated 
a Utter ta bis holinefs *, you tranflated the pieee^ 
that, of all that ever were publifhed againft us 
in Englandy did us the greateft diffirvice* A 
piece^ that ridiculed every pretence among the 
proteftant churches^ that countenances ours ; . all 
the myfteriesy all the ceremonies^ all the inventi^ 
onSf all the party notions^ and zeal againft dif^ 
/enters y and all the profecutions of them; in fliort} 
every thing that bears any image of our churchy 

S3 ^ that 

• See Bifliop Hoadlft letter to the pope, prefixed to Sir Itr^ 
•Bard Steelit account of the Roman catholic relifion* 
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that gives us any advantage over ' them, any 
bnpes of reclaimtng them : that ridicules all our 
Ar/? friends^ and helpers in the caufe : that re- 
commends a unitj^ and cbnrltabk toleratm a- 
mongft pr^teftantSy which will always be moft 
fatal to us : that cries up the cbara^er of a 
KING^ whom we dread above all things, both 
on account of- his perfinal' virtues y that at the 
bottom we cannot deny, or at leaft cannot pre- 
vail upon people to believe us, when we do, and 
on account of his power and influencty that, we 
fee with grief, grows every day greater, bbth 
at home and abroad ; and, laftly, which alariAi 
lis more than any thing bcfides, is like to roufe 
your univerjitiesy out of the ignwance^ they 
ttrere hiappfly buried in, and which we are well 
informed was encreafing Veiy faft among them, 
into fuch a fert of learning, as is always moft 
terriblt, and pernicious^ to our defigns. And 
then your preface and pitjlfcript to this oc^ous 
fiece^ was evtry thing that could be bad againft 
lis : and what we cannot explain to ourfelves, 
without fuppofing you the bafeft betrayer of us, 
en* the weakejl man alive. 

The h%p]^y ignorance 2Lnd ft upiditjfi that, not 
^itliot^t our heipi^ hand, was fpreading itfelf 
ill over England^ took its rife from the uftiver* 
fities, (where, we aflure you, we have no fmall 
povKCTj) tbofe fauntains of ignorant learnings 

have 
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have been difturbed by y^u^ and ibaifi \i\sA^ far^ 
t$ you have efpoufed : that mfty which we had 
taken fuch pains to raife, and under covert of 

.$ehtch, we hoped ihortly to have furprized them, 
we now fee almoft difpelled by ens of our own 

favourite mijjionariesj and his friends. A fpirit 
of enquiry J a moft dangerous fpirit feems to fiart 
up every where j even in the unlverfaies them- 
felves, where we thought ourfclves mod: fecure* 
If it cannot be immediately fuppreft, we muft 
hope for no fruits from our labours there ; nor 
lofe our time any longer upon fo hopekfs a 
foil : for you may depend upon it, as faft as /V 
gain3 groundy we ihall lofe it. If that fpirit be 
indulged ever fo little at firft, it foon groWs out 
of the power of man to reftrain it ; and^ as we 

V told you before, runs to that wantonnef$ and i:t^ 
cefsy that niDthiag upon earth can ever govern it: 
darknefs is our only hope \ if men think they 
fee their way, they will not accept of guides to 
fliew it them \ and efpecially fuch guides^ as w^ 
pretend to be, that muft hUndly be followed^ or 
not at all. 

Darknefs is of fuch ufe to us in religion^ tb^t WIB 
have introduced it even into our material chu^ehts • 
and it is inexpreffible, what ^ myfterious awe the 
dim religious light of our tapers cafts upoQ our 
people ; what a facred horror they feel within 
tbemiclves for us, who are minifters of tbqfe ^-* 

S4 ^ 
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fy flatis ; how it makes them afraid of examin- 
log too nicely into the iracltSy which we deliver 
from our facred caverns ; how the glittering of 
4>ur Viffih^ and habits^ JaxzUs their />//, and 
makes ihem fee every thing, as we inftruS them 
to fee it \ in fine, how obedient they are to 
what we, who keep them every where {q in the 
dark^ command them. Encourage therefore a 
dark fuhmjjfwn in every thing to the dicijms of 
the church : this can never be driven to wanton' 
nrfs^ and exeefi \ for the lefs you allow them to 
pe^ the more flill they defire to be blinded. Bat 
light and ckarnefs deftroy us ; and immediately 
wtkikt people fancy themfelves as tvife^ and as 
quick' ftghtid as we are. 

Thefe, you, who have lived fo long with us, 
muft know to be our conftant maxims : and 
what thoughts can we have of you, to fee you 
z& in every point the direct contrary to them ? 

The evil fpirit you and your friends have raifed 
beyond fea, does not flop there, which we could 
the more eafily bear : but begins to reach us hen 
in France, and is like to ravifli from us, not only 
the hopes of farther cenquefts, but even the quiet 
ffjftjfton of what we already enjoy. They begin 
even here, taking example from the heretics^ to 
affiime the audacioujnefs of queftioning fome of 
*hc moft facred decijionsy and myfteries, of our 
church. Some have the infolence to pretend to 

read 



A CoIdial fw Low Spihits. 393' 

fead iYit'fcriptures widiout our leavi; ; and^ which 
is woffe, to judge for tbemfelves the fenfe oi them* 
If they would let us explain it to them, and would 
sAvtstys fubmit to our explanations^ as you fee ma- 
ny heretics do to the coryphees of their churches ; 
we could bear it with lefs regret : we could tell 
them, as thofe^do their people, that we adhere to 
the Jiriptures^ that we give them the true meanings 
and reading of it, that we admit them to be the 
rule of faith \ but that we underftand /^^;7i better 
than they can ; that their education^ and want oJF 
learning makes them incapable of (uch Jiudies ; that 
much time and great abilities are requifite for fuch 
^fearch ; that therefore, en attendant^ they h^d 
better taie our word, till they have examined^ 
(which, yet we would perfuade them, they can 
never do,) and fubmit entirely to oux explications, 
and as yet unexamined decijions. But even in this 
way there is danger, as you fee by the example of 
the proteftants, who will not be kept in, by fuch 
Jpecious profejjions of their majlers, when once 
diey are sdlowed the fight of thofe pernicioktf 
hooks* 

However, as that feenung liberty and real fla* 
very is contrary to the principles 6f protejiantifm^ 
and is a nearer approach to us^ you (hould not 
have oppofed it, or ridiculed it ; but (hould have 
joined in extolling the great good naturey and c$n^ 
difcenfm of fuch allvwances. > 

S S But 
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But you on the contrary have flood up, not 
only for opening the .fcrtptwres to the people, 
but even for their unierftanding^ and gxflmmn§ 
it for themfelves ; which we can never permit, or 
bear. 

What hopes can we have of you, when we fee 
you have done us this ^eateft of all mifcbieft i 
Had you to do with abfoluti idiot Sj your MgiM 
might poffibly h%vtfuccefs; But as you own the 
fi9pli of England are inquijiiivej how could you 
hope for any by fuch means ? 

How much wiftTy and more agraabli to our 
fradlice^ would it have been, to have laid hold 
on the faireft opportunity that ever yet offered it* 
felf to us ? When at the acceffion of this prefint 
Kingy you firft went over to England % when you 
faw all the people fet againft bimy flocking after 
'SachiveriUy and the reft of his enemies i wheo 
the word church was made ufe of, with fuchyk- 
cefsy to inflame the fpirits of the giddy mob ; when 
you faw every thing working toward the nrfr/- 
hon that afterward broke out too fion ; when 
you faw the Englijh bear the view of a popijh 
frince with patience^ and even wjh for him with 
^agernefs', when popery was grown lefs ocSous^ 
and almoft familiar to many ; when a great par- 
iy in the Englijh clergy^ were preaching up the 
very doSfrines we delight in, of uninterruptid fuc^ 
^ejftonsy of authoritative abfotutionsy and iertidi^i* 



insy of the great patViTS of the JjliSfitual princes of 
the churchy a^ we icth |pve to call ^ein : when 
every. thing ti)us made the way eafy before you ^ 
how mucbguatfr a cmdu3y and how much liket 
to that q( a fnijfianary of qui s^ had you (hewn, if 
you had Joined with them, and.he^ed them tp 
blow up %h&fiamey that was already kindled tp^ 
your hands ; than obflinately to have taken a 
mw courji of your own, and obflruc^ed all thefe 
YSi&0jffirfSi that muft neceflanly have ended .(o 
our advantage^ had they been as well mana^d» 
as we kno.w you could have managed them I 

What a glorious harveft might we by thi» 
time have reaped, had you kept to our maxims i 
JinA what treafures have you robbed us of by de* 
ferting from them ? When we reflcfl: on thefc 
things, we can fcarce think mihpatittm of youir 
sftiduif. 

This makes us remember your old objlinacy m 
Father Hardtmiifs affair^ which, you ftretch your 
cunning to perfuade us to forget, and to beUeve^ 
what we well remember, to be only 9,Jlory fipSr^od 
for the heretics : but we indeed thought that wa» 
only thecffcft of youthful beat i which if we had 
fufpeded to be ftill in you, we ihould never have 
employed you in fuch a tnijjioni but which novr 
JVC fear is too deeply rooted in youw 

Nay we cannot, till you fatisfy us better, but 
thai you have really left aod htrayed us^ 

S & We 
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We aic forced on diit accomit, to order all otir 
mujpnaries to join with Smape and Graverol^ and 
your other enemin^ to dccrj jou. You nuft 
other immediately change your whole andu&y 
or leave your irJjffien^ and come back to us ; or 
die opvenlr dtfert us. We will not be any lon- 
ger left in furpeoce about you ; or leave you to 
follow your own femcies^ to undo ua. 

But that you may not think we judge too raib- 
\j of jour intentions toward us, we re(bl?e to 
try you once more ; and fend you thefe inflrtuti- 
muy which we command you, in virtui of the 
HolT oB£Di£NC£, punfiually to obferve. 

1. Leave immediately that beretic^s houTe, 
in which you now live ; and have no futher 
communication with bim^ Dn Clarky or with 
any of their cdberenfs^ or any who hold ^nW- 
flei like theirs : for we are afTuied, that nothisg 
can ever accrue to us from that quarter^ but m//- 
Mtf. 

2. Cry out, inveigh, rave againft all their Ac* 
frines : call firuerity the high road to atheijm 
and infidelity \ for, if it be allowed that men muft 
be fincerey and that their fahation depends up- 
on their being fo, they muft enquire ; and li they 
enquire J they w'xWjud^e. We do not bid you ar- 
gue on thefe beads ; but exclaim againft them : 
vilify the characters of the men who teach them : 
Hick at no calumnies you can raife againft ihem : 
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in fine, follow the excellent example^ that fome 
of the divines of that church have fet before 
you. Accufe them of all the blackeji defigns of 
deflroytng their own church \ reprefent them 
as even enemies to thf king^s fupremacy^ where ^ 
you find that will do you any fervice ; and, 
where that topic wHl notice apt to prevail, paiot 
them as ihtyiUJi heretics^ who would pull down 
all the powers and inftitutions^ that are necefTary 
to the very being of the church. If they fliould 
anfwer you, never underfiand them right ; but 
perfift in mfreprefenting them, but always with 
the appearance of defiring' to know their meanings 
of wifhing ^to fee them jufiify themfelves, and 
of the moft fenfible griefs to fee yourfelf obligedf 
for the inter efts of Chrifiianityj to oppofe them, 

3* Embrace Dr. SnapCy and Mr. Graverolj and 
all their aSerents ; beg them pardon for having 
once dared to oppofe them ; lament with tears 
your errors ; rejoice in your conviction^ whidi» 
tell them, they were the happy eccafions of* 
Efpoufe all their principles and doctrines heartily 5 
for, you may depend upon it, we ihall, in die 
end, reap the only benefit from them. ' 

There is another ^^r/ir/>ft»M-/ we have lately 
fcen, called fufpiriaffacray dedicated to the 
archbijhop of Canterbury^ which we would have 
you zealouily cry up \ becaiife of one pajfage in 
tke dedkatkn^ which recommends to the world 

the 
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rw<l(fMii of -cviry coMCrjr» ^k«#A0i9 tor<%r;$|Nff» 
or MMmmtmi^ fHt$fimit^ w::f^ft^ (Mt vbattw 
fk:hapfeiitt or evcr.in^r btppon .10 be» Xkii 
•liBciiis iodoed at firft ^t» nottq Ito-inmb to m 
mdwam^t the ^M^kmrnt in Ap/Amsif ^appcpiBg 
now to be agaioft on Bat k ia- vciy QMicb : ifiyr 
'firfty it fiecufcs tow.wlMt «po alfeody poflefi, Igf 
J w%t^i^'Cutxx9i^fiiirmim^ but thatift^ 

ftlfimi^ >aod coiifaqiiaotly ^frhmti judgmM \ 

-then^tt .«nAmnt all -paift r^/irawliNiih that Iw 

-%Qeo:.preiaa4ed t0>>o node from the tbm ^h^ 

mmt^ zwaA .cffisfhially : pmroota Mmy fiirthcr /pio* 

«gK&inJt,i«ribe» U lutf.Appt.lbortt as all r #- 

fimatim h departii»g ftMi tbc /r^Sntf {if2^^ 

>«viil ; \and .codfcquenily preva&ts all fuch fi^ther 

JHftmui fiom us^ as might poffibly deprive u> 

of. ail our remaining hpes ; it leaves us all the 

:wiv€ntagis we at prefent have agaioft thein» and 

.flsttcb ram to make fttttk atUick$ :wpon them ^ and 

laflly, it lays up in Jhri fir «/, agginft the 

time when we IhaU come to have the d$mmeK 

over them, an ixalknt argumi'ft to preierve //, as 

^ will then be tbi ^fiiAUJbiiriligi$n §f ilmr cnnn 

4* Extol with the greateft zeal the mabmtf 
§ftbi churchy over the confciincis of mm ; the #A- 
tigatim o{ fubnfiuing /a tbc tmiK^mmud iidpms 
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^ /T; the right it has to call on the magiftrate 

U tirri/y and tap in awe nun in thtir religious ca^ 

facity ; the eAfolute necejfiiy of being in one com" 

Munienj without allowing of any excujes undcf 

the pretemt of a tender confcience ; the divine- 

rights of the eUrgy ; the necejjity of an' uninierrupt^ 

fdfucceffion to give them any rights ; the certain 

etffeHs ef human bemdsSiions^ and abfoluiions ; the 

impoffibility of falvatien where tbey are wanting^ 

and where they are not difpenfed by regular and 

uninterrupted fuccejfers ; their efualiiy with theySK 

craments and infiitutiens of C^(/2. Encouragf^ 

and promote with the utmoft fervor all thefe n$^ 

iions I which are indeed huge ahfurdities qn the 

principles^ that the preteftants pretend to, but 

are very c^fifient upon ours. But take care 

that you do not let them too hafiily into the 

iecret, that thefe do^rines necefiarUy lead ta 

pur church. The ftep from them to us growa 

fo /mally that in time we (ball eafily draw them 

to the clo/e/t union with U5 ; efpecially when they 

fee the power znA preferment come 07er to our 

fide before them. In the mean while, we have 

others^ of a lefs fgure than you^ to make their 

advantages of thefe things in private converfions^. 

Do you mind the main hufmefs ; and while they 

think you Oite defending ihem^ you will be really 

unditmitting them, and building- ft^ -for ua : you 

will 



400 i# Cordial, y^rr Low Spitairs. 

will inknCibly render them ridicuhm^ ani«^ 
tkmptihli J and \xs powerful SLnd /ormidabU. 

5. Therefore juft ify the convocation in all itt 
ProcHdings ; cry them up as glorious iefcnien of 
their church againft its moft /^/^/ /a^awi. 
Dwell upon their commendation ; be more ziO' 
bus for them, if poffiblc, than they arc for 
themfelves : Jigb ir/, or rail at, as is mcft coft- 
venient, the royal prorogatioMy that was fent 
them laft fpring : tell what noHe feats they 
would have done, had they been fufFered to 
proceed at that time \ what fervice to the 
€hurch^ what honour to Chriftianity / Make 01 
merry with thefe things in private, as you pleafe; 
provided you are fure you are only wit)i friends : 
but in public put on the moft foUmn and zeahui 
face you are capable of* 

6. Oppofe vehemently all union of hearts and 
otffe^tions among proteftanSSj either with the re 
formed churches^ as they call them, abroad^ or 
with the different feSiaries at home. Employ all 
your botteft zeal againft this. We told you be- 
fore, that this was the only unity we dreaded. 
Reprefent therefore the reformed abroad^ and the 
dtffenters of England^ as no Cbri/lians^ as want- 
itig epifcopal ordination^ a regular fucceffim^ autho- 
ritative abfolutions and benedi^fionsy true facra^ 
tnentSy and every thing that conftitutes a churchy. 
«r a ammunion. Here you may venture to fof- 

ten 
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ten them a little toward us^ as having all thefe 
things \n perfiSii$n^ however we may err in other 
matters : you may aflure them, whatever odd and 
Jingular Cbriftiam may fay of us, that we have 
the iffentials of a true churchy and are good Chrif* 
tians^ though we may be in fome things erro* 
neous ; and that, whatever y!7i!^//j we may have, 
we are infinitely preferable to prffbyter tans. This 
cannot fhock them : for many of their own cor^ 
rypbees have been loudly applauded for faying it* 
• 7. The more effedhially to prevent fuch a 
dangerous unioHy as we have been fpeaking of, 
infift on the abfolute necejpty of another unity^ 
that will never do us any barnty but will for 
ever put a Jlop to fuch a one as we fear ; we 
mean, a unity in opinions. As we know this 
is impra^icaUe among meny and' that nothing 
will ever fo much as bring to pafs the appear^' 
emce of iV, but an inquifttiony or dragooning ; (owr 
methody and the only wife method 6i profecution \) 
(o the endeavouring to force it without thefe 
belpsy will mak« them only fofe their labour, and 
weaken themfelves, by exafperating them againft 
one another, and dividing them the more teffeo* 
tually, and irreconcilably amongft themfelves ; 
and will always give us great advantages againft 
them all. You know how much even we are 
really divided, who have the infallible cbair of St. 
Peter for a center of unity \ but y>^r keeps us quiih 

and 
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and males u%fubmitj whenever any thing is once 
determined there. The prefent madnefs of the 
Jmrferiftt here, looks Jikc an exception to this; 
hat wc citcem them as bad^ or rather uwfe^im 
Hi^aeniis ; and hope very fhortly to put an 
end to their vain J:ruggUs. However, in the 
■aifl, fuch is the nature of mankind, nothiog 
can hinder iifunimty bat either terrcrj or Im 
and charity. The latter does it more certaiolj) 
and conftantly ; therefore by all means prevent 
k : for if fuch tailty Ihould prevail in England^ 
we lofe at once all ground to work on. Encou* 
rage the people, heartily to hate one another, for 
every, the fmalieft, difference in religion^ whe- 
ther in the iUirines^ or ceremonies of // .- and be 
fure to call every babit^ gefturey or notion^ that 
any ene has a fondnefs for, religion. Drive them 
on to furjy againft all that differ from them in 
any of tbe/e. Reprefent every fmall dijfention as 
tntolerabU ; and as what will juftify all /// ufagi 
zudfeverity^ Be not afraid of going too far in 
this : you can never here drive ihera to wanton^ 
nefs and extefs : but you will make them on all 
hands, without knowing it, clear the way to 
our ri'ifiablijbment ; when they &a11 have fuf* 
ficiently weakened tbemfelves, and ftrengthened 
as. 

8. In order to make a unity of opinion appear 
the more ncceiTary, declaim much on the jnyfit* 

riaujneji 
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flwfnefs and darknefs of religious matters^ *And 
Iiere you have an admirable opportunity of crying 
out again fl private judgment. Tell them that 
every one is not capable of judging about fuch 
things : that thofe myfteries are above our under^ 
ftandings ; f and be fure to make every plaineft 
• doifHne a myftcry\) that it U pride and arrogance 
to pretend to explaiil them to human apprehenjion ; 
that therefore all men ought to fubmit to them 
blindly, and implicitly ; that underftanding h in 
no degree neceflary to Relieving ; nay, that it is 
impious to underftand religion. Rail without ceafing 
againft thofe that have been fo daring as to offer at 
making religion intelligible, and fupporting it 
by reafon : call them ^^^/Vj, and enemies of reli" 
gion : give them all the odious appellations your 
fancy can invent. And, though they be even de« 
fending fasth by reafon^ accufe them, a9 fetting 
up teiifon againft y^//A. You will not find it diifi* 
cult to perfijade the common people of this, and to 
encreafe their averfton io fuch perfons^ who are Al- 
wayis our greateft enemies. And befides, you will 
wean them from the itch of enquiring^ and under" 
ftanding^ and judging for themfelves, and enrage 
them againft all who do not fubmit blindly, to what 
they fubmit to. 

' It .is therefore with great regret^ that we fhid 
you have been employing your felf to tranfiatt 
the works of Dr. Clarke, which very imprudently^ 

to 
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to faf iro worfe, you call incomparable. We for- 
got to tell you of this before. But now we cbargf 
you to leave off your dejigtiy if you had any, of 
meddling with tbem\ unlefs you could anfwer 
them. Let alone clear beads ; for they are dan^ 
gerous. You know we love moft to engage with 
fuch adver fortes^ as through ^^Pityxfear of denying 
too muchy concede enough for our purpofe^ and 
give us the beft advantages againft them. But 
with himy and fuch as follow him^ avoid arguing, 
Abufe him, revile him, call him every where a 
Socintanj a deifi^ and an atheift. No matter for 
the contradiction, it will eafily go down with 
fome* Say, he has robbed religion of its hoJf 
myfteries^ by pretending to bring to light thofe 
revealed xiimgs^ which muft always lie i&fV. Lee 
this be all you have to do with him \ but fhun any 
difpute or converfation with hiniy for you can ob- 
tain no advantage irom him, and he may do you> 
a great deal of harm. 

9. We charge you to oppofe, with the utmoft 
vigour J all public aSfs^ which fliall be propofed in 
favour of liberty and toleration. Reprefent the 
want rather of new reJlraintSy and the neceffity of 
adding greater powers to the churchy to terrify 
offenders again fl her laws, and to maintain ortho^ 
doxy and uniformity, and particularly clamour 
againft a bill, that we hear is now in agitation^ 
for repealing the bills 2igv.xi& fchifm, and occafional 
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^i$nfirmtiy. If that bill (hould pafs, we are in 
great danger ; for it would unite proteftants, int6 
"iftich a union^ as will deHroy all our hopes. De- 
'Ccribc the dijinters in all the w^^y? colours; as 
greater enemies to church andy?<7/r, than we are » 
as people inceflantly labouring its ruin ; and, 
ivhich will prevail moft with many, as ihofe who 
would rob the church of all its wealth and dominion . 
the pteferving of which (to fay the truth boldly) 
•is the one thing needful. Load them with all their 
-anceftors did an age ago ; conceal every thing that 
may in any degree j^ftify them, or foften the 
tninds of people toward them. Own the helping 
hand they gave to the revolution j but then affirm 
that the revolution ruined, impoverifhed and 
^enflaved England : do not fear being caught in 
xontradiSfions ■: the zeal you will fpirit up againft 
thofe people, will make any thing go down fmooth- 
ly. If you are difcomfiicHn one place^ never- 
thelefs affirm it without Jbame^ and fiill fight the 
lord's battlesy in another. In fliort, leave no 
jione unturned to exafperate people 2Lgz\ti{i tht dif 
fenters^f and to frighten the government from at- 
tempting any thing for their relief We have 
always found tfaefe methods to \izv^fuccefs : and 
you havefeen them made ufe of to very good pur- 
pofe^ by fcvcral late writers of their own. 

Be fure to join in with the cry of thd danger 
af the churcli^ and feem much to ftgh over it. 

Often 
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Often fpcak with the utmoft concern of the iU 
ajigm againft Ur : and to aggravate T fay, thK 
they come not from btr enemiesj but from kt 
famUar friends j from perfQns of peat Jhtitmni 
ibara^fers in her. * 

Let the church never be out of dangi**^ whilS 
we are in danger : and be fure to let its dinpf 
encreafe always, in proportion as you fitid oir 
intereft decreafes ; as any thing is brought on tke 
ftage, as a fartheryi'fMriV/ againft us ; as anything 
is propofed to make the dijjenters eafier ; as you 
perceive lihertyy and what they call their ratimA 
religion^ to gain ground, or fubmiffkfenefs tow- 
thffrity^ and, what they call fuperjiitionj to di* 
minifli ; in ihort, as your prefent king comes to 
fit firmer on his throne^ and to be in lefs danger of 
lofing it. Inflame the fpirits of the pe9pU^ with 
the moft melancholly views^ of feeing their church 
overturned, and all religion abolifhed. Reprefcnt 
2\\ freedom^ as a ftep to this: raife them to that 
heat, (be fure to call it zeal^) that they may even 
take up arms in the defence of them. And by 
this means you will revive the rebellion : they will 
fight our caufewith much greater /i/ry than before, 
pofTeiTed with this new enthufiafm^ which always 
excites the fierceft courage. 

10. Therefore the chief thing we I'ecommeod 
to you, is to blacken the^/»^, and hh government. 
W c forgot to tell you the rejentment we had, for 

fome 
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{bme p9€m% and pamgyrUs^ we heard, you bad 
made up* 1 him. Make up that/^«& by a diligent 
«i<{// of him for the future. Hint at the worft 
liifigns againfl: the Jiterty of the people ; rail againft 
ihcjianaing army ■: for nothing provokes us more, 
than t!" 2 king^s being in a pofture to defend himfelfi 
. and the confidence we fee his ^/^^/^ have in him« 
^ifreprefent every y?«^ of the adminijlration ; and, 
- ■ as /i&ry do not give you occaiion to do even this, 
ftick at no invention to difcredit // : you know 
your (lijpenfation will bear you out in any thing of 
Chat nature. Infinuate, as often as you find op- 
portunity, what a glorious and fiourijhingjiate the 
church would be in, if their rightful and lawful 
iingf who is now in Italyy were fettled on that 
throne. Oh ! if we could but once fee that happy 
time^ how fliould we trlumphy and mah merry 
jwith the Jlavest who had helped him thither ? they 
ivould quickly find, that we alone would reap the 
harvefty which they had fpent fo much labour 
and fweat to bring up. But however, this is to 
be 2LfecreU till the thing be accomplifhed. Spare 
no promifesy nor oaths^ that may be requiftte on 
this occafion ; the fame difpenfation which allows 
you to makcy permits us to break them. 

Thefe, father ^ are our inftru^ions, which we 
command you to obey, in virtue of the holy obedi^ 
gncff which you are obliged to by your mofl yi- 

lemn^ 
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Umn^ and fihlj indlfpenfabU oaths. Recover tbi 
place you have loft in our minds by your faftak* 
du£i\ .and requite the injuries you havedoocoi) 
with a more than ordinary zeal for the future. If 
you do this, you may hope on your return^ for all 
the advancement our fociety is able to beftow upon 
you. If you leave and betray us^ you fee what 
you are Co exped in England ; to be a hated ard 
contemned prejelpe. If you deiign to return bitbei '• 
confidcr whether you would rather chufe to be a 
fuperier^ or provincial^ or perhaps fometime or 
other, even general of our focitty ; or to vlfit Lo 
Fleche for the ftcond time. In the mean while, 
hoping the beft of you, we remain^ in thepartid- 
pation of your holy facrificeSy 
Tour dear brotherSy 
andjincerefriendsy 

The fathers of she focicry 

of Jesus. 
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